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Session Type  – Discussion and Practice
Notes for the Organiser

Ideally this session needs a lawn for every four players.  Whilst anyone can attempt this pod it is more advanced than most and to really appreciate the points being made a basic understanding of the triple peel is necessary.  If you have a copy of Expert Croquet Tactics take it along with you so those that have not seen it can peruse it.

Aims 

Courses are run which specifically cover the Triple Peel (eg CA Gold Course) and the subject is also covered in various publications including most comprehensively in Keith Wylie's Expert Croquet Tactics (available at www.oxfordcroquet.com/coach/ect/).  This pod does not attempt to reproduce material available and indeed relies on a degree of familiarity with the basic ideas of how delayed TPs particularly are achieved.

The purpose of this pod to is to attempt to improve decision making in break play surrounding the 4 back peel and ultimately to lead to fewer breakdowns in peeling breaks and more completed Triple Peels.

The Session

Situation 1 – The jawsed 4back peel (45 mins)

Set up position 1 (the ball in the jaws of 4 back should be exactly half way through the hoop ie protruding an equal amount on either side).  Get participants to discuss whether or not they would return to peelee after hoop 4, or if they would leave it alone until later in the break.  Explore the reasons which influence the decision – hopefully many of these will come up introduce the others yourself:-

· How likely you are to get a rush to near 4 back after hoop 4 (ie how near you are approaching from)?

· How good is the hoop 5 pioneer (ie is it easy to take off to from N of 4 back)?

· The position of peelee in the jaws, the easier it is to roquet from the S the more preferable it is to return to it after hoop 4.

· The extent to which you wish to finish the TP, if oppo are still 1 and 1 you might be more relaxed about pressing on with peeling than if they are one turn away from finishing.

· How fast/slow is the lawn, how easy/difficult are the hoops?  There is a trade off here the harder the playing conditions the more you want to get ahead with the break (ie return to peelee) but the more likely you are to breakdown doing so.  To justify returning in difficult conditions the general position needs to be more perfect than in easy conditions.
Practice
Split off into pairs with position 1 set up.

One pair on each lawn can practice approaching hoop 4 and getting a rush back to a  suitable point to send out a hoop 6 pioneer and complete the rush peel.  Practice approaching from various positions up to 3 yards from the hoop.  Research where you need to approach from to reliably rush back to a suitable spot – the outcome is likely to be from nearer than a yard, ideally only a foot or two.

Conclusion if you are approaching hoop 4 from outside the distance that reliably results in a rush to the desired position dont return to peelee after hoop 4.

The other pair can try (with the second colour balls) taking off from N of 4 back (ie having completed the rush peel) to a hoop 5 pioneer.  Research where the best spot for the hoop 5 pioneer is, remember that as well as making hoop 5 you want a rush after the hoop back to peelee N of 4 back – the outcome is likely to be perhaps 18 inches SE of hoop 5 – this allows the takeoff to be played to as near the pioneer as possible, it can then be roqueted gently and is likely to be in a position from which it is possible to approach and obtain a rush back towards peelee N of 4 back.  This is likely to prove more reliable than placing the pioneer somewhere where it needs to be rushed to a better position.  (If you really do want to place the pioneer for rushing it is probably best a foot due East of hoop 5 so that any take off short of it should be OK as long as you hit it).

The pairs on each lawn can swap after 5 minutes and try the other exercise.

Finally lets consider the case where we have elected to not go to the jawsed ball after hoop 4 but have now also failed to get a rush N from hoop 5 and have croquet beside the hoop (position 2).

We have three choices here:-

i To play a roll sending out a 1 back pioneer going to peelee (which can potentially yield a penult peel attempt after hoop 6).  You should be aiming to send the 1 back pioneer 2 or 3 yards short of the hoop (see below).

ii To play a take off to peelee and send this as the one back pioneer having rush peeled it.

iii To ignore peelee and put out a 1 back pioneer going to the hoop 6 pioneer (if adopting this line of play it is then usual to complete the rush peel of 4 back after hoop 6 and send peelee as the 2 back pioneer).

If peelee is well through the hoop (ie more protruding on the N than the S) option iii will generally be preferred due to the risk of failing to take croquet from peelee if attempting i or ii.

Whether to adopt i or ii with a more accessible peel ball is a matter of personal preference and really depends on how good you are at rolls NB if adopting approach  i even having roqueted peelee it is further necessary to roll it into peeling position going to the hoop 6 pioneer.  This being the case it is actually better when placing the 1 back pioneer to deliberately send it 2-3 yards short of the hoop, with the pioneer here you give yourself the additional option (with peelee out of position) of using the hoop 6 pioneer as the reception ball after the hoop rushing this to near the N boundary going to peelee and attempting the peel going to 1 back.

Practice – set up position 2 with peelee readily accessible from the S side of the hoop and try the roll going to peelee sending out a 1 back pioneer.  Players who are good at rolls will be happy adopting this line of play, those who are not will discount it, there isnt a right or wrong answer but without practice you dont know which is right for you. 
Extension 

If there is time at the end of the entire session or for players to read up on themselves, there is a fourth option to play the Wylie penult peel line see fig 1.34 (although we have croquet in a less advantageous position http://www.oxfordcroquet.com/coach/ect/article1.asp#z_1_II_7).

Situation 2 – How to attempt the delayed 4back peel (75 mins)
Here we assume that a second break has been acquired (possibly after a previous breakdown) and that no attempt was made to peel after hoop 3, presumably as the break was still being developed (NB the specific scenario of a ball in corner 4 after a missed lift is covered in the “Second Break” pod).

Assuming that as we approach hoop 4 we now have something resembling a 4 ball break there are 3 possibilities, peelee is either the hoop 4 pioneer, the hoop 5 pioneer or the pivot.

Given that the break is still being developed the pivot could be in a variety of positions, (a) near 4 back, (b) in a standardish pivot position, (c) more awkwardly placed but still well in the lawn.  (See position 3, clearly the areas between the 3 areas are grey areas where personal preference will come in to play.  Areas closer to the boundaries are such that the break needs further development before peeling is considered.

There are also three target positions to be aiming for, positions X, Y and Z respectively quickly set up each on the lawn – (consult Wylie or other reference books for more detail on how to execute each manoevre, which is not the focus of this pod):-

X – Peeling before 6

Y – Peeling after 6

Z – Peeling before 1 back

So the question to be considered here is for each combination of ball orientation and pivot position which peeling method should be adopted?

Set up position 3 with peelee at hoop 5 (the pivot can be more or less anywhere but but it somewhere in B).  Ask the group to consider which method (X,Y or Z) they would adopt in this case and discuss.

This the simplest case as it really doesnt matter where the pivot is (A, B or C) you will always be aiming to set up Z which is the earliest practical opportunity to create a good peel attempt.  (NB with the pivot at A if you rush well out of hoop 5 you might be able to attempt the peel immediately).

Next set up position B with peelee at hoop 4.  Again ask the group how they would proceed, in this case it is necessary to consider each pivot position (A, B and C) in turn.

With the pivot at A the target position should be X if a good rush is obtained back to the pivot after hoop 4 (if this rush is well executed it might be possible to attempt the peel immediately) most players will find that they can set up X more accurately by subsequently taking off from the pivot to hoop 5.  However without a rush out of hoop 4 unless you are a particular fan of big rolls position Y becomes the target but this is really a fall back position attempting to get the rush N to the pivot should be the aim. 

With the pivot at B X will invariably be the target although in this case the position will be best constructed by rushing the pivot S of hoop 5 and sending N as the escape ball at 4 back than rushing it into position and taking off to hoop 5.

NB When constructing position X it is more important to ensure that the escape ball is well positioned than peelee which you will still have a rush on, indeed if peelee is too near the hoop this rush might end up taking it out of position.

With the pivot at C the position really depends on the rush obtained out of hoop 4.  Position X is again the target of choice with a good rush towards the pivot that facilitates this (rushing towards the pivot is a far better line of play than rushing to 4 back and taking off to the pivot).  Without a good rush the position is frankly rather ragged and play should be based on how best to continue the four ball break, if this sees peelee sent at the pioneer to hoop 6 then aim for Y, otherwise aim for Z both with a focus on gaining good control over the break before getting too carried away with any peel attempts.

Finally we need to consider peelee as the pivot.  With peelee in position A the target position is X, obtained by getting a good rush N out of hoop 4.  Without this and without a desire to play a big roll after hoop 4 the target position becomes Z.

With peelee in position B there is every chance of achieving position X.

With peelee in position C with a good rush out of hoop 4 position X might sometimes be achievable but Z is more likely the percentage play, particularly if conditions are in any way difficult this is far more likely to not result in a breakdown.  A good postion Z is preferable to a ragged position X.  Without a good rush out of hoop 4 the focus again becomes how best to continue the break and then adopting Y or Z depending on whether or not this sees peelee being sent to hoop 6.

NB If you know well in advance (before you place your hoop 5 pioneer) that position X is to be your target you need to decide whether you are going to be taking off to hoop 5 from near 4 back or going to it from the S as you croquet the escape ball N.  for the former you want the hoop 5 pioneer 1 or 2 feet E/SE of the hoop whereas for the latter you want it 2 or 3 feet S/SSE of the hoop.

Debrief
It is all to easy to get caught up in the excitement of doing a TP resulting in an undue focus on pressing on with peeling at every opportunity, firstly at the risk of breaking down but less obviously this approach tends to result in peel attempts from poor positions when a more considered approach generating a good attempt (rather than the earliest possible attempt) will produce better overall results.

Once confidence is attained in the delayed double finish (peeling penult before 4 back) it does not matter whether the 4 back peel is achieved by method X, Y or Z all allow plenty of time for a good delayed double to be set up.   Similarly there is less of a rush to return to a jawsed 4 back peel as soon as possible.
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