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Croquet in South Africa

Perhaps the first reference to croquet in South Africa appears
in “Life At the Cape a Hundred Years Ago — By A Lady”, the
Lady being Mrs L.G.Ross, who wrote on 26th August 1861,
“As yet croquet has not taken deep root among the Cape
ladies. The want of lawns is probably the cause of it, but
picnics, with music and dancing, are no unpleasant substitute”.
A later reference in November 1875 by Lady Barker, describes
the park in Pietermaritzburg, Natal, and comments “‘even
croquet is played there on the bare, levelled earth™. Apart
from these quotations the history of croquet in South Africa
during the 19th century is unrecorded. It would appear how-
ever that it was in the Cape and Natal that it was most popu-
lar. The famous Western Province Cricket Club at Newlands
had a croquet section and this led to the earliest known South
African championship being held at the Club in 1911. This
championship was won by Major Kenneth Mclvor who sixty-
one years later was a contestant in the 1972 South African
championships and won the handicap event!

Despite these early beginnings in South Africa, croquet has
surprisingly enough not attracted the support it enjoys in
Australia and New Zealand. The reasons for this are not clear
but one factor may have been the unattractiveness of the
gravel courts which at one time were a feature of South
African croquet. There were, however, by the 1930’s, scores of
clubs throughout South Africa, many of them playing on
gravel. An annual inter-club competition was held in the
Western Cape for the Faure Cup and in Natal a provincial
croquet association was formed in 1933. After a lapse of many
years South African championships were once again held in
1935 in Durban, and were won by Captain Reginald
G.H.Belcher (a regular entrant in British and New Zealand
croquet tournaments).

By 1937, mainly owing to the efforts of Mr A.C.Oakeshott,
it proved possible to form a South African Croquet Associ-
ation. Unfortunately, Mr Oakeshott died shortly after the
formation of the Association and, with the war intervening,
the Association ceased to function effectively and South
African croquet accordingly received a severe setback. It was
not until 9th May 1950 that the Association was revived with
Captain Belcher as President. In 1953 the South African
championships were once again held — the winner being
Edward Ward-Petley, the well-known British Test player who
had settled in South Africa. Tournaments have since been held
regularly, the venues being Pietermaritzburg and Durban in
Natal, Pretoria in the Transvaal and the Rondebosch Club at
Cape Town. From 1958 onwards, the championships were
dominated by George Neaves of Pietermaritzburg, the then
Secretary of the S.A.C.A., who won the singles championship
on six occasions and, partnered by Miss Myrle Simkins, also of
Pietermaritzburg, the doubles on five occasions. Miss Simkins,
who succeeded Captain Belcher as President of the S.A.C.A.,
also won the singles on two occasions. In the 1960’s Clive
Hambley of Rondebosch came to the fore and won the singles
championship for five years in succession, The present Open
Singles Champion is Tom Barlow of Somerset West, Cape, who
won the 19735 and 1974 events.

There are seven clubs affiliated to the South African
Croquet Association, namely

Durban (which has two non-regulation
size couris).
(which has two full size courts
nearing completion).

Fish Hoek, Cape

Pietermaritzburg (three courts).
Pretoria (two courts).
Rondebosch (two full size and one non-

regulation size courts).
Southbroom, Natal (one non-regulation size court).
Somerset West, Cape (which uses private non-

regulation size courts).

Apart from these Clubs there are a number of small private
clubs not affiliated, such as those at Graaff-Reinet an
Kokstad. -

In recent years the total number of players affiliated to the
South African Croquet Association has risen from 75 to nearly
200. There has always been a close link between the UK
Croquet Association and South African croquet, medals having
been provided by the UK for play in the Natal Croquet Associ-
ation tournaments and the South African championships for
many years. More recently the standard of the game in South
Africa has benefited from the visits of a number of overseas
players, notably, in chronological order, Albert Saalfeld,
Patrick Cotter, Roger Hicks, Jean Jarden, Bryan Lloyd-Pratt,
and earlier this year John Solomon, to mention only those
who stayed long enough to play in most of the Clubs. The
distance between most of the centres where croquet is played
has been another factor to contend with, but it is surely some
measure of the keenness with which South Africans approach
the game that they are willing to travel more than a thousand
miles to take part in the annual championships. For this reason
the tournament includes a handicap event to make certain that
those who are unfortunate in the early rounds have an
opportunity for competitive play against players from other
Provinces. Play in the singles is for the Belcher Cup and in the
open doubles for the Lady Steel Silver Salver. The tournament
is normally held in November. The Natal Croquet Association
hold their main tournament in May each year with a handicap
event usually in October, whilst the Western Province Croquet
Association hold their championships normally in March. At
Clubs play is normally all-year round and refugees from the
British winter, as well as Australians and New Zealanders
travelling via South Africa to Europe, can always be sure of a
welcome and the opportunity for a game at any of the Clubs.

C.W.1.Gillespie,
President, S.A.C.A.

Deadline

The deadline for the receipt of copy for the December gazette
is Wednesday 22 October. Please note that this date is much
earlier than usual.





































