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A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO ASSOCIATES
AND CROQUET CLUBS
from all the members of the Great Britain International Team.

The MacRobertson Shield, Held by Great Britain since 1956,
has been wrested from us by New Zealand. We guessed, before
the tour began, that their team would be very strong, and so it
proved. Bob Jackson played some remarkable croquet, includ-
ing a straight triple at Westport from an almost impossible
position and the shooting of Joseph Hogan can rarely have
been equalled. John Prince was as formidable as ever, and Paul
Skinley became the first player ever to complete a sextuple in
the MacRobertson Shield. Allan Anderson and Roger Murfitt
added an admirable blend of skill and experience to complete
a formidable side. The accounts of the play, together with the
scores, reveal how closely contested were the matches against
the host nation. The crucial match was the first Test against
New Zealand at Westport, which they won 5—4. Several games
just went their way, principally as a result of their admirable
fighting qualities and attacking play, and this pattern was re-
peated in subsequent matches. There was no home advantage
to New Zealand in this match, as none of their team had ever
played at Westport before, and there is no doubt that their win
was thoroughly deserved.

In speaking at Wanganui after the final Test, John Prince
paid an eloguent tribute to John Solomon, when he said that
the development of top-class croquet in New Zealand, and thus
the winning of the Shield, owed much to the inspiration pro-
vided by John's play against New Zealand in previous contests.

Each member of your team played with great determination
and fought as hard as he could. Mistakes were inevitably made,
but many of them were due to the pressure exerted by the
quality of the opposition. The complete harmony which
existed between all of us added considerably to our strength,
and | am proud to have been a member of such a fine side.

We all enjoyed the tour immensely, and throughout were
conscious of the debt we owed to all those Associates and
Clubs who had contributed so generously to the Test Tour
Fund, The allocations which were made, together with the
Sports Council’s travel grant, greatly eased our financial
burden. | am very pleased to record our thanks to the
organisers of the appeal and the contributors, and also to the
Sports Council,

Bernard Neal
Captain.

Test Tour Fund

The 1978 Test Fund closed with the total sum raised
£2,304.80, which after the deduction of Raffle Expenses and
Prizes of £169.16, leaves a net sum of £2,225.64.

The sum of £417.09 (which includes accrued interest) was
garried over from the 1969 Test Fund. Further interest of
E18,17 was added during the year.

After the distribution of £2,240.00 to the members of the
1979 Test Team, there remains a balance of £420.90 to be
carried forward to the 1982 Series. This sum will be invested
with a Building Society to accrue interest until required.

The following donations from individuals are acknowledged
with thanks in addition to those published on page 3 of the
Winter 1978 Gazette:

C.G. Hopewell
Judge A.D. Karmel
Dr M. Murray

A.J. Oldham
D.V.H. Rees

J.L. Sanders

J.W. Solomon

Add to Club donations: £10 Ellesmere (omitted in error).

A.J. Oldham, Treasurer.
R.F. Rothwell, Secretary.

Chairman’s Report 1978—79

The extracts from Council Meetings held during the year have
been published in the Gazette and reflect reasonably fully the
discussions of Council and its Committees. In this report | will
therefore confine my attention to those features of the year
which seem to warrant further comment.

New Zealand’s resounding victory in the MacRobertson Shield
certainly deserves both our warmest congratulations to the
N.Z.C.C. and thoughtful reflection. | am sure the result is
good for Croquet: for New Zealanders it is the culmination
of many years' development of the game in their country and
a thoroughly deserved reward; for us it should destroy any
sense of complacency and lend determination to strengthen
and enliven our game before we send our next team to
Australia.

From early comments on the tour, it would seem that some of
our players had difficulty with the fast conditions of the
courts. In the account of one of our club tournaments last
year the writer commented on the rare pleasure of being able
to rush the full length of the court. Do fast courts have to be
an endangered species in this country? Many argue that fast
conditions favour the better player in a handicap game,
presumably because they have more control over the balls.
Slow courts, however, are equally disadvantageous to the
weaker player because they in particular suffer from being
unable to rush very far or play big croquet strokes. | would
therefore urge all croquet clubs to provide as fast conditions as
they are able to do at all times. Croquet is the finer game
when it becomes a matter of touch rather than slog.

The magnificent response of Associates, and others, to the
Test Tour Fund Appeal was most heartening. It has always
been a matter of cautious hope that a truly representative team
could be sent (at considerable cost) to the Antipodes two out
of every three occasions in which the MacRobertson Shield is
played. The very generous donations to the Fund this year,
together with a substantial grant from the Sports Council’* not

















































