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beg to present their current price list:
(Recommended Retail Price)
ASSOCIATION HOOPS .. 0 i 2 S E 18 OBl
Set of six £16 17s. 6d. l
BALLS 1 £ i o £l A Gl o U Y
Set of four £9 7s. 6d.
CLIPS (composition) s 4 .. Setieffour £1 2s 64
CORNER FLAGS .. i =8 ../ Set of'four . £2 95 6d 2
WIRENINGORBEIR L ob L ) b e R g S j;%
MBEERES | Lt Made to clients’ specifications i
Quotations on request
Mallet repairs, alterations and renovations undertaken. ’%
= -
R Also W ‘
et ?,R'f & Complete sets of s | vz :;_._
CHAMPIONSHIP ‘ s
Makers of EQUIPMENT Gold Medal 3 = '3;\\
Croquet with or without mallets amarded t[utr the :q; JA
Cquipment to specification game at the %
¢ can be supplied. Great i
or ober Exbibition %
120 pears 1851 58 I
LeSTTRAT RS '
,-Cf?v;,%aiﬁ Nrde gl;@ ﬁL
Jobn FJaques & Son Ltd W
+ ;3
361 WHITEHORSE ROAD * THORNTON HEATH ° SURREY
Telephone: 01-684 4242 i




- !
;

s

»
7
)

,‘2'

..
A

-
- -

...
§\.§,
T
A

2‘4
7 7

=G
.R

.
;

g
KOG

2
AN

L) L
A A

» -
& -

o
)

0 ”
B b

)
. “,2’
O

i ”~
2‘-.::/§
() R —)*g. .
o

o
G R
A

>,
Foz s

May 11th-29th

May 26th-29th
June Ist—6th

June 6th—13th
June 8th-13th
June 15th-20th
June 22nd-27th
June 29th=July 4th
July 6th-11th

July 13th-18th

July 20th-25th

July 27th-August 1st
August 10th-15th

August 17th-21st
August 17th-22nd

August 24th-29th
August 24th-29th

August 31st-
September 5th

September 7th—11th

September 12th-19th

September 14th-19th
September 26th-27th

September 28th—
October 10th

Non-official fixtures:

4th-9th Budleigh Salterton
g (Godfrey

May 18th-23rd Southwick T (Jellicorse Cup)
August 4th-Tth Hurlingham (Silver Jubilee Cup)
August 31st-September 5th Southwick IT (Abbey Cup)
September 14th-19th Parkstone (Bournemouth Bowl)
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C. 4. & Official Tournaments

Peel Memorials (Ladies’ & Gentlemen’s handicap singles) and Lady
Murray Memorials (handicap doubles), with the Ascot & Delves

Broughton golf croquet cups — at Cheltenham.

Inter-County Championships.

““Caskets’’: Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Championships, Mixed Doubles
Championship, and the du Pré Cup - at Southwick.

Irish Open Championships, and Founders’ Cup, Carrickmines.
Compton: Championship of Eastbourne.

Ryde: Championship of the Isle of Wight.

Parkstone: Dorsetshire Salver, and Gold Cup.

Challenge and Gilbey Cups — at Budleigh Salterton.

Budleigh Salterton: Championship of Devon (Colman Cup).

Cheltenham: Cheltenham Championship Cup, Money Salver, and
Barwell Salvers.

Open Championship, Doubles Championship, and the Association

Colchester: Championship of Essex, and Franklin Cup.

Hurlingham: Hurlingham Cup, and Hurlingham Doubles; with the
C.A. Trophies for Ladies’, and Gentlemen’s, Handicap Doubles.

The Ladies’ Field Cup - at Cheltenham.

Nottingham: Nottinghamshire Championship, and the “Robin
Hood"” Gold Cup.

Scottish Open Championships, Glasgow.
Brighton: Sussex Gold Cup, and Reckitt Bowl.

Hunstanton: Norfolk Challenge Cup, and Hunstanton Rose Bowl.

Invitation Eights: The President’s Cup; The Chairman’s Salver - af
Colchester; and the Surrey Cup — at Nottingham.

Carrickmines: Championship of County Dublin, and the Coronation

Roehampton: Ranelagh Gold Cup, and Creyke Cups.
All England Handicap Finals — ar Roehampton.

South of England Open, Ladies’, Gentlemen’s, and Doubles Champion-
ships. Devonshire Park.
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Week-ends: A
March 28th-30th Cheltenham T Y
April 16th-19th Compton
April 24th-27th Hunstanton (Butlin Cup) &
May 23rd-25th Cheltenham II Y
June 5th-Tth Nottingham
June 18th-21st Woking (Woking Challenge Cup) AN
August 14th-16th Cheltenham 111 §~
August 28th-31st Colchester (Rose Bowl) O R )
September 18th-20th Cheltenham 1V ﬂg
October 16th-18th Cheltenham V
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The Gasette

The Official Organ of the Croquet Association

Patron :
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Survival, Expansion or Decline ?

Croquet has been ‘“dying” ever since the Great War
shattered Western civilization. The *‘Jazz and Aspirin
Age” that ensued was thoroughly inimical to a sport
which was subtle, leisurely, and, most damning of all,
old-fashioned - “fuddy-duddy’’to use the argot of the day.

We believe that the problems that confront competi-
tive croquet now are vastly different from those of the
inter-war years. The first is lack of space. In an over-
crowded, and increasingly nasty modern world, the
idea, even, of a beautifully kept, level piece of choice
turf being occupied for over four hours by only two
people (bourgeois reactionaries, at that) for one game,
seems, to those who have a hypersensitive social con-
science, to be a crime against the modern democratic way
of life. Certainly the pressure on the more popular
Official Tournaments in the high summer does bear out
the contention that, at any rate at some times in the
year, more courts would be very acceptable, even to the
few Associates at present on the List. Also, the sad fate
that recently befell the Roehampton Club must serve as
a dire warning to the C.A. of what can occur when more
powerful rival interests threaten the future of our beloved
sport.

However, these dangers are very obvious. The dangers
against which we should like to utter a warning are
more insidious, and very much harder to define. Croquet,
and this fact must be squarely faced and not evaded, is a
demanding game, Its delights cannot be savoured until
after a period of often lengthy and unrewarding applica-
tion has been undergone. Certainly it is a good game.
Indeed, just as chess is better than bingo, or bridge is

better than whist; so is croquet better than, say, bowls.
This is not to say that that jejune and proletarian
pastime is not more suitable for the majority of people —
it is. But this is where the modern social conscience rears
its misshapen head again. People have been so brain-
washed by sociologists, technocrats, and bureaucrats
(gloriously horrid words for an unpleasant phenomenon)
into believing that the greatest-good-for-the-greatest-
number is all-important, that many people have come to
feel, almost subconsciously, that quality and excellence
are somehow to be deplored and reprehended. Croquet
is particularly vulnerable to such qualms. Born by
Privilege out of Luxury, it possesses still an atmosphere of
disdain and exclusiveness. The click of croquet balls (less
authoritative since composition replaced boxwood) is
the sweet accompaniment to a long-vanished douceur de
vivre. This is nothing to be ashamed of. It may not be
true. Indeed, we believe that it is, alas! now a very false
picture of the modern game. Nevertheless, nothing can
be gained, and a great deal could be lost, by playing
down this aspect of Croquet.

Our contention is that to preserve the game as we
know it, it could be fatal to try to broaden the basis of
Croquet. The only way in which new Associates who
have something to give to the game can be induced to
take it up is by friendly persuasion and interest from
someone whom they know, or get to know, and like.
Schemes for coaching, television and press coverage,
and similar ventures never produce any worth-while
results, and often cheapen the sport.

If Croquet is to survive it must be true to itself.

Rever Foetes

Ave atque Yale

The Secretary

It is with real sadness that we say au revoir to Vera
Gasson (“V.C.” as she is universally and affectionately
known in the Croquet World). Not, happily “farewell”,
because we are sure that the ensnarement of her and her
ever-faithful Ting Hai by the bowls players at Hurling-
ham will not exclude us from her future relaxations, now
that she has more leisure in which she can renew her
interest as a participant in our fascinating sport.

V.C. played on four occasions, between 1952 and
1961, in the Ladies’ Field Cup; and twice running, in
1962 and 1963, in partnership with Miss Duthie, won the
much-coveted Ladies’ Field Candlesticks — one of the
C.A.’s most attractive Trophies.

She had been an enthusiastic supporter of the Park-
stone Club before she moved to London to take up her
duties as our Secretary which she has performed so
conscientiously and so efficiently.

Taking over from such a remarkable woman as the
late Mrs. L. C. Apps was no easy task; and our move
from Southampton Row and Roehampton to Hurling-
ham certainly did not make this task any easier.
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Thank you, V.C. for all you have done for us. We’ll be
seeing you — on the courts!

All Associates will want to give Mr. Vandeleur
Robinson, Mrs. Gasson’s successor, a cordial welcome.

A Cheltenham and Cambridge man, Mr. Robinson
comes to us via The League of Nations, the Intelligence
Corps, and, more recently, the Ministry of Civil Aviation.
He wrote Albania’s Road to Freedom, published by
Messrs. Allen and Unwin in 1941, and during the War
was seconded to the British Military Mission in Albania.

His experience as a delegate to various Conferences
will be of the greatest value to the C.A., especially as the
Council is now envisaging a much closer cooperation
with the Central Council of Physical Recreation. Just
before taking up his duties at the C.A. office his mother,
Mrs. Ianthe Robinson, died at a very advanced age.
We wish to offer him most sincere condolences in his
bereavement.

He has been a croquet playing member of the Heath-
field Club since 1954; and we hope that Mr. Robinson’s
tenure of office will be a long and happy one.

The Editor

Associates owe an immense debt of gratitude also to
Mr. Baillieu and Mrs. Sundius-Smith, the retiring
Editor and Assistant Editor. They have had to struggle
against difficulties that would have caused lesser mortals
to throw in their hands long ago. Ever since the Associa-
tion left the superlative Holmesdale Press who had pub-
lished the Gazette since near the beginning of this
century, nothing was easy or straightforward for those
who were self-sacrificing enough to undertake the
responsibility for it.

In spite of often outrageous disasters and frustrations,
the Editor and his Assistant succeeded in producing a
publication that was informative, frequently witty, and,
taking into consideration the adverse circumstances,
miraculously accurate.

Our most grateful thanks, then, to Ian and Jocelyn.
We can expect massive reductions to their handicaps
now that they are free to devote themselves to the
game, unworried about whether the Gazette is going to
bear some slight resemblance to the material they
submitted to be printed, or, indeed, whether it is going
to appear at all.

Their successor is most fortunate in his colleagues who
have so kindly agreed to help him in his first venture into
journalism. Mrs. Lightfoot and Mrs. Kirk-Greene have
said they will help on the administrative side; and he has
the good fortune to be assisted by a panel of literary
advisers composed of Mrs. Perry, Mr. Noel Hicks and
Mr. Jesson-Dibley.

Messrs. Strange the Printer & Sussex Printers Ltd. of
Eastbourne who are undertaking the printing of the
Gazette have two connections with the Croquet World.
They printed the late Lord Tollemache’s Modern
Croquet, Hints and Tips for Practice; and they also were
the printers for our late Vice-President’s, the Revd
G. F. H. Elvey’s, Parish Magazine when he was Vicar of
Willingdon. Mrs. Elvey who edited that publication has
particularly happy memories of her dealings with this
firm

All Associates hope that a satisfactory and cordial
relationship will continue between our new printers and
the Croquet World for many years to come.

The Calendar

Over ten years ago Mr. Humphrey Hicks suggested that
the Open and Caskets Doubles Championships might
be played as Draw and Process; and now, more than a
decade later (“Croquet players, on the whole, tend to be
conservative.” — Gazette, 1912!) his suggestion has borne
fruit. Whether any true Championship should, properly,
be contested on a “Two-Life”” system, whereby players
who have, at some stage of the event, been defeated, can,
indeed often do, emerge as the eventual winners, is
another matter. But, certainly, the Caskets and Opens
weeks were becoming rather “thin™ in their later stages.
There is a danger that the experiment might result in
blocking problems for a few star performers at the end
of the week; but if it does, then they will have to play
later — serve them right, anyway, for being so much better
than the rest!

The First Division (Roechampton Cup) of the Chal-
lenge & Gilbey Tournament has also gone over to
Draw & Process; but an even more violent departure
from tradition has overtaken the Counties matches.
The much-loved/greatly-detested “Semi-advanced” play
has been removed from the conditions of this event;
and, this year, all four lifts will be played. Considering
the size and vehemence of the Progressive Lobby it is
astounding, indeed inconceivable, how the tiny reaction-
ary caucus has succeeded in averting this change for so
long. At the Council voting only three voices were
raised in favour of the Status Quo. It will be instructive,
perhaps entertaining, to observe next month whether the
inclusion of the 4-back lift causes a significantly larger
number of games to be decided on time or not.

The Counties have been, traditionally, the great
social event of the beginning of the season. One reads,
in the Gazette of June 20th, 1911, how, with fourteen
counties competing and “only fifteen courts at Hurling-
ham”, play had to be continued until late in the evening.
One can imagine the long, hot, Edwardian early summer
evenings; the elegant va et vient; the mixed doubles
pairs — mixed doubles were de rigueur in those days — all
contrasting with our present wretchedly feeble entry of
only FIVE counties. Surely the Midlands can produce a
team, with Bowden, Edgbaston and Nottingham to
draw on. Gloucestershire too, with Cheltenham and
Bristol. Hampshire and Dorsetshire could well enter the
Lists again. And what has happened to the gallant Irish
players who transformed the competition three years
ago? Also, Scotland, now, is capable of fielding a good
team. Let us, at any rate next year, try to restore some-
thing of the vanished glory to what was once the most
gracious and amiable of the Calendar Fixtures.

Lato XU [() (ii)]

The object of the revision (see “Alterations in the Laws”
in the Official Notices) was to disallow, in future, the
tolerance of hitting the ball with the edge of the mallet’s
face, as far as the forward swing is concerned, when
judging if the striker has an open shot. So far so good -
eminently reasonable, in fact. Unfortunately, however,
the present rewording could result in a golf-style player,
or any player who strikes his ball with a non-vertical
action of the shaft, being denied an open shot, where the
ball is close to a hoop or the peg — the shaft would, in
the instance proposed, be impeded on the follow-
through.

It is true that golf-style Associates are a diminishing
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band - in the earliest days of competitive croquet, by
the way, all other styles were held to be unfair! — ; but
no one would want to deny our Vice-President, Mr.
Victor Evans, Canon Pym, Mr, Stigant, Mrs, Chittenden,
or Miss Ault* a lift to which their ‘usual style of play’
(Law XIII) entitles them. And yet this is precisely what
the reworded law could do.

This matter is, admittedly, not of the widest impor-
tance. But what has promoted it to these columns is the
distressing fact that all the foregoing points were raised
with the Laws Committee when the proposed alterations
first came before the Council. Their reply was to the
effect: (1) there aren’'t many golf-style players in the
Association now ; (2) the style in question is such a poor

one that it’s not worth bothering about the player

who use it; (3) the law would be gaw.w.'k\.w..ra.rd to \Eor{i i?’
they were to be considered ; and (4) it would not occur
very often, if at all.

_However, the writer of this Note takes a different
view. He believes that it is the duty of the Laws Com-
mittee to safeguard, as a matter of inviolable principle
the spirit of the Laws for all Associates; and that lhir:
principle is of infinitely greater importance than the
Laws Committee’s amour propre.

* It can be pointed out that the ladies mentioned above h:
1 1 ave a less pronou
non-vertical shaft when they strike the ball than the gentlemen do. Only lho':'gcl.:j
tests on the court by experienced referees can solve this problem satisfactorily;

:ﬂ?h 'these, of course, should have been carried out before the Law was tampered

heng Keng In Creoquet

The expression Hong Kong occurs in V. Nabokov,
Pnin (1957), Chapter V. The author, though a Russian,
wrote the book in English — see the fly-leaf. The relevant
quotation (pp. 130-1) is:

After dinner, a game of croquet was suggested. . . .
Plaints and protests, however, would mingle with
the applause when Pnin, with brutal indifference,
croqueted, or rather rocketed, an adversary’s ball.
Placing in contact with it his own ball, and firmly
putting his curiously small foot upon the latter, he
would bang at his ball so as to drive the other up the
country by the shock of the stroke. When appealed to,
Susan said it was completely against the rules, but
Madam Shpolyanski insisted it was perfectly accept-
able, and said that when she was a child her English
governess used to call it a Hong Kong.

Madam Shpolyanski was evidently elderly. When
introduced to Pnin she says ‘ “We had some mutual
friends forty years ago”’ (p. 121); and ‘ “In 1916 or
1917” she said [to Pnin], “you may have had occasion to
hear my maiden name”’ (p. 131). Hong Kong in this
sense is not recorded in O.E.D., but it, as well as up the
country (also not recorded in this sense in O.E.D.), is
elucidated by a quotation from Croquet (1863) by
Captain Mayne Reid (the boys’ author): ‘A ball
croque’d beyond the boundaries is sent to “Hong
Kong”, or “up the country”’ (p. 10). To send the ball to
Hong Kong thus meant to drive it far away, Hong Kong
evidently typifying somewhere very distant. It would be
interesting to know why Hong Kong was chosen for this
purpose. With regard to the stroke concerned, cf. Mayne
Reid’s remark:

Tue CRrROQUET. — A ball, having made roquet on
another, is taken up, and placed in contact with the
ball on which it has roque’d. The player sets foot

upon the former; presses firmly, so as to hold it in
place; and, with a blow of the mallet, drives the
roque’d ball in whatever direction may be desired.
This stroke, with the foot on the ball, is still known in
Garden Croquet, but in Association Croquet it has long
been obsolete. Cf. The Game of Croquét, its Laws and
Regulations: with the New Laws of Croquét, as agreed to
by The Conference of Croquét Players, at the Charing
Cross Hotel, January 18, 1870 [n.d.], p. 6:
[New Law] 8. — A player who hits a ball must take
Croquét; .that 18, must strike his own ball while in
contact with the other, so as perceptibly to stir both.
%)nﬁiomg this he is not allowed to place his foot on his
all.

0 E. S. OLSZEWSKA,
Birmingham. ALan S. C. Ross,
Reprinted, by kind permission, from ‘Notes and Queries’,
August, 1968.

(A dap;ed from the well-known anonymous
Ma’z’i)ﬂgal, “My Love in her attire doth show her

My Partner’s many sticks do show her bisques,
And yet we seldom win—

The reason? A minimum of risks
She’ll take throughout each season.
No roquet doth she miss,
With bisques to draw upon;
But not so hot she is,
When all her bisques are gone.

Next issue: “As It Was”—the Editor talks to Lady Julian Parr (Silver Medallist 1900,
Lady Champion 1913) about Croquet’s halcyon days before the Great War.
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Retes trom the Clubs

Budleigh Salterton — Founded 1885
(Croquet re-established by 1899)

Chairman: SIR LEONARD DALDRY, K.B.E.
Club Champion: A. J. CooPER, Esq.

At a friendly match v. Sidmouth we won 5-1. The
Novices’ Salver has proved an excellent competition for
beginners. Each Novice has an experienced coach who
can, as in true Doubles, do anything to help, except
actually play a stroke; and the game is a 14-point one
(1-back to the Peg).

Mrs. Rotherham has been made an Honorary Member
of the Committee as a tribute to her status as a Member
of the Council of the C.A.

This season has started with a panic. By early February,
applications to play in the July Official Tournament
already exceeded the allotment that the lawns could
take. A county-wide search for more lawns has taken
place and it is hoped to organise the tournament success-
fully; but those competitors who do get in will have to be
patient, co-operative and long suffering—and play
quickly!

Hon. Secretary: LIEUT.-CoL. G. E. CAVE.

Hunstanton — Founded 1912
President: B. LLOoYD-PRATT, EsQ.

We are not holding a Whitsun non-official tournament
this year. The September tournament continues to
attract a maximum entry, and, last year, was one of the
friendliest and most delightful that has been held. We
are still supported by a phalanx of non-resident members,
who have joined the Club out of sheer good-will, and
whose support is most necessary, as well as highly
gratifying, to us. But we do wrgently need more resident
players. Ours is the oldest-established Club in East
Anglia, and it would be extremely sad for Croquet if,
through lack of local support, we had to close down.

Hon. Secretary: MRrs. A, NEVILLE ROLFE.

Nottingham — Founded 1928

President: H. O. HoDGsON, Esq.
Club Champion: M. J. BUSHNELL, EsQ.

This year we shall be hosts for the Surrey Cup, the
C.A. 3rd Invitation Eight whose winner for the past two
years has been our member Dr. Martin Murray.

The June non-official week-end tournament attracted
a maximum entry, but the August Official one did not
have as many visitors as usual. We very much hope that
this year more competitors from away will support this
tournament which has such an attractive and varied
programme.

We are most grateful to the Colchester and Ellesmere
Clubs for their donations for the Longman Cup semi-
final that was held here. Court 4 has been drained during
the winter.

The courts will be open from April 25th to October
3rd.

Hon. Secretary: Miss E. C. BRUMPTON.

Hurlingham — Founded 1869
(Croquet established by 1900)

Chairman of Croquet Committee: 1. C. BAILLIEU, EsSQ.,Q.C.
Club Champion: B. LLOYD-PRATT, EsQ.

This year, as an experiment, we are holding a short
non-official tournament, the first week in August, of
exclusively handicap play for the Silver Jubilee Cup,
with various consolation events to provide the maximum
amount of play for the less successful entrants. The
Official Tournament the following week will cater for all
the other events that are traditionally competed for at
this fixture.

The Club suffered a very sad loss with the
death of Lieut.-Col. Rex Hayward, v.c., at the
end of last year. He had been a courteous and
superbly efficient Games Manager; and, for all
Associates who have visited Hurlingham, the
Club will not be the same now that he is gone.
Like all truly courageous people his most
outstanding quality was his gentleness. He was
not a croquet player, yet he took a very real
interest in all the events that were contested in
our beautiful setting. In short, he was a true
Gentleman; and there are not so many of his
kind nowadays that he can be replaced. Our
sympathy goes out to Mrs. Hayward.

Another loss has been sustained by the
croquet section with the death of Mrs. Kerensky
last year. She was a kindly and happy person
who is much missed. Mrs. Kerensky did not
compete in Open Tournaments, but played in
many Club competitions, and took a genuine
interest in the game. Our sympathy goes out to
Mr, Kerensky and their son Oleg in their sad
bereavement.

The Honble. Mrs. M. F. Buller is another
member who, after a long illness patiently
borne, has been recently taken from us, She was
the elder daughter of the late Lord Cable, and
married, en secondes noces, Captain Michael
Buller in 1926,

Although not a croquet player, Mrs. Buller
greatly enjoyed being part of the Croquet World,
and many Associates remember her with
affection.

We extend our sympathy to Captain Buller
and his family.

Cdr. Jenkins is seriously ill in hospital, and we all wish
him a speedy and complete recovery. During his absence,
the acting Games Manager is Lieut.-Col. Stewart
Ramsay, to whom all our members are very grateful for
stepping into the breach.

Members who happen to have read the January issue of
Harper’s Bazaar are still chuckling over an article about
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Hurlingham, written by a Mr. Murari. It attempted to be
vindictive and scurrilous in tone (“Kissing the Empire
Good-bye”, etc., etc.); but, assisted by some rather
charming photographs, mainly of members of the Devon
team taken during last year’s Counties Matches, it
managed to make the Club seem much grander and
more exclusive than it really is.

Finally, we wish to extend our very warmest con-
gratulations to our dear and valued playing member,
who has been mentioned earlier in this column in sad
circumstances, Mr. Kerensky, on his being made a
Fellow of the Royal Society, for outstanding work in
Civil Engineering.

He is our second player to have achieved this distinc-
tion; Professor Skempton having been similarly honoured
nine years ago for his eminence in the same field.

Southwick - Founded 1901

Chairman: W. G. B, Scorr, Esq.
Club Champion: Cpr. G. BORRETT

Captain Drummond (at that time the Chief Constable
of West Sussex), General Kenyon-Stow, Colonel Burton,
Major Jellicorse, and W, H, Abbey, Esq., enrolled over a
hundred playing members in the first year of their
founding this Club. Mr. Abbey’s son, Major Jack Abbey,
who died recently, will be much missed here, and our
sympathy goes out to Lady Ursula and the family in their
sad bereavement.

Once again this season we welcome the C.A. Ladies’
and Gentlemen’s Championships, more popularly and
colloquially known as the *‘Caskets” meeting, to our
courts. With Draw and Process Doubles, and possibly a
“two-life”” du Pré Cup, the programme will be a much
fuller one.

Hon. Secretary: W. J. BAVERSTOCK, Esq.

Ryde - Founded 1906
President: Miss J. L. PRESTON

Friends of the Club will be sad to hear that our
Secretary, Miss Wade, is in hospital again for another
operation. We all wish her a speedy recovery.

Miss Walker is to be much congratulated on winning
three of the seven Club trophies last season.

This year should see the final repayment of the last
instalment of the loan from the L.T.A. and Playing
Fields Association with which, together with donations,
the ground was purchased for the Club ten years ago.

A faithful and much loved visitor to our
tournament who will be greatly missed here is
the late Canon Creed Meredith, who, with his

dear wife, has supported our Club most loyally.
Last year he was so hoping to be well enough to
visit us as usual; but it was not to be.

An Open Day is planned for May 10th, with an
exhibition match and commentary to try and interest
new members in the game.

Hon. Secretary: Miss ANITA WADE.

Obituaries

Major J. R. Abbep

G. W, writes:

The Croquet World, the Hurlingham Club and
his many friends will mourn the loss of Jack
Abbey. Although he was better known as a
collector and an authority on rare books and
bookbindings and later on manuscripts, he was
well known as a croquet player, especially for
his regular appearances at Devonshire Park.

He served his country in the First World War
in the Rifle Brigade and rejoined his Regiment
in 1939.

Although he never reached the top class, it
was a joy to watch him, for his enthusiasm and
his exceptionally quick play. He was usually
preparing for his next shot before the ball had
stopped moving. He was always a kind and
gentle man to partners and opponents alike,

He was a wonderful friend of the Sussex
County Croquet Club. His father, W. H. Abbey,
founded the Club in 1901 and by his son’s
generosity in many ways, the Club was able to
improve its amenities and flourish to what it is
today. Two cups bearing his name are competed
for annually and Jack himself was a regular
competitor at the Summer Tournaments.

His generosity in entertaining his croquet
friends was well known. His keenness was such
that he built for himself a lawn on ground that
sloped something like forty degrees; but the
highlight of his croquet career was when he
brought his wife, Lady Ursula, into the game,
who not only became as good as himself but also
a great friend to many of us.

We will miss Jack and 1 am sure all his croquet
friends will join in expressing their deepest
sympathy to his widow.

The Red'd
Canon RB. Creed Meredith

The Rev’d Canon Ralph Creed Meredith, the
younger son of the late Sir James Creed Mere-
dith, was born in Dublin in 1887. An M.A. of
Trinity, Dublin, he was President of the Univer-
sity Philosophical Society and Auditor and
Oratory Medallist of the College Theological
Society.

In 1915 he married Miss Sylvia Aynsley; and
from 1924-1931 they were in New Zealand
where he was Archdeacon of Waitotara and a
member of the General Synod. For the last three
years of his time out there he was President of
the New Zealand Croquet Association, and also
found time to edit Sermons for Lay Readers in
New Zealand.
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Back in England, he was Rural Dean of Ware
up to the War, and after it Rural Dean of
Maidenhead. He was an Honorary Canon of
Oxford and twice a Proctor in Convocation. As
Vicar of Windsor from 19401958 he became, in
1946, Chaplain to His late Majesty King
George VI, and to Her Majesty the Queen from
her accession to the throne.

In Croquet Canon Creed Meredith became an
Associate in 1919, and made his mark soon after
the Great War, though he had to wait until six
years after his return from New Zealand before
he gained his Silver Medal in 1937. He has
been a keen, and often forthright, member of
the Council, an enthusiastic referee, a loyal and
effective player in the Hampshire and Dorset-
shire Counties’ Team, and, with his beloved
wife, a stalwart member of the East Dorsetshire
Club at Parkstone, where he is so sorely missed.

Belonging, as he did, to the generation whose
leading player was the redoubtable Miss D. D.
Steel, the Canon imparted to his games some-
thing of that lady’s formidable concentration
and single-mindedness. Not for him any
“bumple-puppy” footling at Croquet — the game
1s too good for such vacuity. There was never
any doubt that he took all his matches au grand
sérieux — and all credit to him for it. The writer
of this short appreciation well remembers a
Counties match in which Canon Creed Meredith
and his weaker partner were having a poor time
of it at the hands of a rather strong pair. At the
conclusion, one of the winning players said that
he was sorry the contest had been so one-sided.
Canon Creed Meredith replied: “In croquet you
can’t afford to feel sorry for your opponent
until after you’ve won. When you are playing
for a team you simply must not do so., Thank
you for the game.” Perhaps it was in Handicap
Doubles, that supreme test of “‘croquet soul”,
that the Canon was outstanding. Patient and
sagacious, he really understood what the game
was about.

There are not many of his kind left now: and
he can ill be spared.

P. N. writes:

In the death, after a long illness, of Canon Creed
Meredith, the Croquet World, and the Parkstone Club in
particular, have lost a well-known and much respected
member. Starting his croquet career in the first decade
of this century at Dublin, he became a regular supporter
of tournaments throughout the country and in New
Zealand, where he was elected President of the New
lzstglfand Croquet Association, before he came home in

Becoming a very competent player himself, he was
always ready to help those less efficient than himself, and
there are many players today, even up to President’s Cup
standard, who are grateful to him for his encouragement
and advice in their early croquet days.

We, at Parkstone, have lost a loyal and hard working
President and Chairman, and wish to put on record our
appreciation of all that he did for the club. To Mrs. Creed
Meredith and her family, all their friends wherever they
may be, will, we know, wish to join us in offering our
deepest sympathy in their great loss.

Mrs. B, T. ©'Reillp
E. M. L. writes:

Many Croquet Associates on both sides of the
Irish Sea will be saddened to hear of the sudden
death of Mrs. Bertram O’Reilly at her home at
Carrickmines.

In the 1950s Bertie and Mary O’Reilly were
not strangers to Hurlingham and Roehampton,
but, since her husband’s death, Mary had
virtually given up playing croquet; her last
appearance at Hurlingham being as non-
playing captain of the Irish Team which made
such a good showing at the Inter-Counties
Championships in 1967.

Mary O’Reilly’s sporting interests were not
confined to croquet. She had represented her
Country at hockey, and was a more than useful
tennis player, besides being a keen and know-
ledgable racegoer.

With more spare time to devote to the
administrative side of the Carrickmines Club,
she was President there for three years, and
Tournament Manager up to the time of her
death. Those who have been lucky enough to
play there will remember how her unfailing
patience and good humour added to their
enjoyment, and all will feel, in the words of
one of her greatest friends that “Carrickmines
will never be the same again”.

B. 7. Bird, Esq.
G. E. C. writes:

The Budleigh Salterton Club suffered a great
loss early in the 1969 season in the death of
Douglas Bird.

He began to play croquet in the July Tourna-
ment of 1963. Elected to the Committee in
1964, he was a most successful and able Chair-
man from 1965 to 1967. He and his wife won
several Doubles Tournaments at Parkstone and
Devonshire Park and both worked their handi-
caps down to the region of 9, His wise counsel is
much missed.

4. 1B, Ward, €sq.

A. W, writes:

The Ryde Croquet Club has suffered a sad
loss in the death of Mr. Ward who had been a
member since 1923.

He was Chairman for several years, and
President for eight years, and did valuable
service to the Club.

He is much missed.

Wrigadier the Reb'd
d. . &. Fforbes, M.C.

E.P.D. writes:

It is with profound regret that we report the
sudden passing of Frank Forbes which occurred
at Longsprings, Woodbridge, where he had, in
recent times, made his home with his brother-
in-law and sister, Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. Rupert
Mortimer. He had been in reasonable health
and had intimated his willingness to play for
Eastern Counties in May.

Brigadier Forbes made his début in Associa-
tion Croquet at the 1965 Colchester Tournament,
to which he was introduced by his close friend,
the late Mr. Walter Franklin. He then played at
a handicap of nine, but his progress in the game
was both rapid and continuous, and he soon
became a familiar and successful figure at many
of the leading Tournaments. His crowning
achievement came in last year’s Chairman’s
Salver event when, having been selected as
“local reserve”, he was called upon to play, with
one hour’s notice, and seized the opportunity to
such purpose that he finished in third position.

Whether as soldier, cleric or sportsman,
Brigadier Forbes was of vintage quality and it

was natural that he quickly acquired a host of
friends in the realms of Croquet. He will be
sadly missed at the Colchester Club where he
entered every event for which he was eligible.

A determined, but unfailingly courteous
opponent; a considerate and reliable partner—
Frank exemplified all that is best in English
sportsmanship. His passing leaves our Croquet
World the poorer.

Mrs. B. . Clark

E.P.D. writes:

The Colchester Club has lost a stalwart
supporter in the recent passing of Mrs. Elsie
Clark after several months of failing health
borne with the utmost fortitude and courage.
Mrs. Clark has contributed considerably by her
ever-willingness to play a major réle in the club
during its years of expansion, both as a keen
player and in catering and similar activities so
essential in a small club with limited
accommeodation.

Sympathy is accorded particularly to members
of the family, including Mrs. Mabel Cork
(sister), Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Hallett (daughter
and son-in-law), Mr. Peter Hallett (grandson),
and Miss Diana Hallett (granddaughter).

What wepre
youPr chances 7-

1969

Since my article last year attracted comments and
criticisms from a number of players, I thought it worth-
while to continue the idea. This year, however, I shall
merely present the figures and leave judgment to the many
mathematical experts among our leading players.

There are just three comments that I would like to
make. First, there are no figures for handicaps of -5,
—41, -4, =34, 15 or 16, owing to a lack of players or
games, or both, at these handicaps. Secondly, the total
number of handicap games decreased last season, falling
sharply from 1,371 in 1968 to only 1,002 last year. It is
to be hoped that this decline will not continue. Finally, it
seems that our courts are not entirely free of outside
agencies in the realm of the supernatural, as, for the
second year running, handicap 13 has failed to win a
tournament game. It might be some consolation to those
afflicted with this unfortunate handicap to reflect that it
may not all be their fault!

GORDON SLATER

This  Handi- (Last %
year cap Year)  Won Lost Won
Ist -2} (7th) 23 10 70%
2nd -2 (10th) 28 14  67%
3rd -1}  (2nd) 29 15 66%

I (5th) 4
4th { d St e B ey
6th -3 (9th) 29 19 609,
7th 3 (20th) 62 42 599%
8th 0 (8th) 56 40 589%
9th 5 (1st) 46 37 559/
10th 31 (3rd) 47 40 54%
11th -1 (16th) 37 33 537
12th 8 (sth) 77 70 529
13th 2 (11th) 46 43 51.8%
14th 1 (18th) 48 46  51.0%
15th 61 (26th) 37 38 499
16th 7 (14th) 42 4  48%
17th 4 (22nd) 33 36 47%,
18th -1 (4th) 44 53 459,
19th 9 (15th) 24 33 429,
20th 24 (12th) 27 37 2Y
st 6 (23rd) 36 50 41.8%
22nd 74 (21st) 10 14 41.7%,
23rd 54 (17th) 24 34 41.3%
24th 41  (13th) 23 35 40%
25th g %gah% ; 12 %g 329/

t o
26th 14 i 4 10 28%
28th 10 (27th) 17 49 26%
29th 13 — 0 19 0%



















