Jaques
Croquet
Equipment

Known and used all over the world

Mallets

made to your own
specification
by Jaques craftsmen

Or choose from the JACQUES named range

Association (£8.75). Tingey (£12.10).

Peel (£8.00). Solomon (£14.75).
and others.

Also mallets with steel shafts.

The renowned

Eclipse

Championship Ball

Guaranteed for Two Years (£11.20 set)

Complete Croquet sets (from £26.75) or single items
from all good sports shops and stores.

Other accessories include:
Association Hoops (£3.35 each)
Flags (£2.85 per set)

Corner Pegs (£2.85 per set)
Mallet repairs, quotations given.

Recommended retail prices, inclusive of VAT, shown in brackets.

Full details and illustrated catalogue
free on request.
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& Son Ltd.,
361 Whitehorse Road,
Thornton Heath, Surrey, CR4 8XP. Tel: 01-684 4242
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5. To stand so as to obscure any part of the game.

6. Unnecessary delay is not only irritating but positively
unfair to the opponent.

7. Whenever a difference arises, every effort must be
made to prevent it assuming scandalous proportions.

8. Cigar, cigarette and match ends must not be thrown
upon the lawn.”

. . . the more they remain the same.

Lawns

Selective weed killers are not effective until May. By then
the bigger weeds (buttercup, daisy, dandelion) will be large
enough to leave considerable scars when killed. Hand
weeding them (with a small fork) during March and April
is very rewarding work. The first half hour is the worst;
after that one gets “hooked” on the job. Don’t try it on
yarrow, chickweed and other multi-rooted weeds. That
leads to madness.

From the Australian Croquet Gazette

The twenty-third annual Australian Croquet Council Carnival
was held in Brisbane for three weeks from 25 September
1972.

Interstate Cup

South Australia
Victoria
Queensland
Western Australia
Tasmania

New South Wales

5 matches
4 matches
3 matches
2 matches
1 match

0 matches

24 games
20 games
12 games
18 games
9 games
7 games

706 points
717 points
533 points
635 points
513 points
416 points

English Silver Medal: Mr J. Magor(South Australia)
English Bronze Medal: Mr B.Russell (Victoria)

Singles Championship (The Wall Cup): Mr J.Magor (South
Australia)

Doubles Championship: (The Gibson Trophies): Mr J.Magor &
Miss N.J.Gehan (South Australia)

Ladies’ Singles (The English Cup); Mrs S.McDonald (Western
Australia)

Men's Singles (The A.C.C. Salver): Mr G.Maslen (Western
Australia)

Agnes Morrison Memorial Trophy: Mrs J.Hayward (Queensland)

The President of the Australian Croquet Council is

Mrs W.Dickinson, 170 Copeland Road, Beecroft, N.S.W.
2119,

The Hon. Secretary of the Australian Croquet Council is
D.C.Russell, P.O. Box 99, Caloundra, Queensland 4551.

Winners of English Medals, New Zealand 1972

Silver Med#l: Mrs K. Woollett

Bronze Medal: Mr K.Woollett

Obituaries

Sir Compton Mackenzie

The subject of this notice was the immediate predecessor of
the writer in the office of President of this Association, and
it so happens that I had a chief share in his selection for that
position. Shortly before the need arose to choose a new
President I found myself, more or less by accident, listening
to a radio programme entitled “The Queen of Games’,
which happily turned out to be Croquet. The feature took
the form of a dialogue between Sir Compton and another
Scottish writer, Moray Maclaren, who combined to embark
upon an enthusiastic and knowledgeable eulogy of our
game.

This was in 1953, when our Council was engaged in an
energetic but quite unsuccessful search for a Princess to
extend her cachet over the Association. I had never had
much faith in this quest, and felt it would be much better
if we could find somebody with some knowledge of and
love for the game, especially if his name was widely known.
I asked the Council, which was showing signs of running
out of Princesses by that time, if we might approach Sir
Compton. They were sceptical of our getting a favourable
reply to our invitation, but allowed me to ‘have a go’. I was
not much more confident than they were, but was delighted
to receive an enthusiastic acceptance from our literary lion.

Sir Compton came on a number of occasions during his
dozen years of office to preside over our A.G.M. and spoke
from the Chair with wit and to the point — save in one
respect. Our President had somehow got the idea that he
might please us not only by extolling the virtues of Croquet
but by denigrating those of Lawn Tennis. We never seemed
to pluck up courage to tell him that this did not please us
at all, seeing that not only had we a few good tennis
players (including a Davis Cup member) in our ranks, but
we were particularly anxious to convince ageing tennis
players that we had a splendid game waiting for them in
their retirement. Seeing that those whom he addressed were
all Associates, this whim of our President is not likely to
have done any harm, but he may have scented a certain lack
of enthusiasm at this point in his harangues. If so, however,
it failed to cure him of this embarrassing habit.

The most notable appearance of Sir Compton at any of
our gatherings was on the occasion of the Farewell Dinner
to the New Zealand team in 1956. He gave us an admirable
speech and went far to console the N.Z. team for the heavy
defeat they had sustained at the hands of our players by
presenting each one of them with a signed copy of one his
books.

It was only on account of his going to live in the Dordogne
in 1966 that Sir Compton retired, to be succeeded by a far
more obscure figure.

M.B.R.

Mrs Morland (née Mona Bryan)

It is sad to record the recent death of a time-honoured
Associate, the late Mrs Morland, who, as Miss Mona Bryan,
was long a familiar figure, especially throughout the 1920,
distinguished alike by the steadiness of her play and an
unassuming, singularly sweet and vigorous personality. At
this period, when competition at the top was extremely
keen, Miss Bryan's standing was never in question.

She had won her silver medal at Fleet ( a great ‘future’
in front of her, the local report proclaimed) as early as 1909,
but many years were to pass before she was able to carry
out her ambition to visit Roehampton, which she did in
1923, reaching the semi-final of the 31 strong Ladies’
Championship. New to the Ladies’ Field Cup that season,
she finished not far behind the winner, with an enhanced
reputation.
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In 1924 she had a dual classic success, in the Ladies’
Championship, and in the Ladies’ Field Cup; the latter title
was maintained the following year, sensationally without
the loss of a single game, an unique feat up to then. Not
surprisingly, 1926 saw her in the ‘Best Ten’ itself, in days
when it was still rather rare for a woman to be selected.
She finishcd third, with ten games to her credit. She did not
play in that competition again, but won the Ladies’
Invitation Eight (for the third time) in 1927 and lost the
play-off, after a tie with three other rivals, in 1928.

Miss Bryan was a conspicuously quick player; she had a
remarkable stop split shot, the more effective, some said, by
reason of her mallet possessing a malacca cane shaft. She
excelled in Open Doubles, especially with Miss Ella Simeon
(another being with beautiful dark eyes) as partner; out of
27 pairs they overcame all opposition at Eastbourne in the
autumn of 1926, as, in a hard final, the renowned Reckitt
brothers found to their cost. In a letter to the gazette more
than forty years later, the elder brother Maurice included
Miss Mona Bryan in his personal list of the Best Ten Ladies
in the history of the game.

Her marriage in 1930 to Major Servante Morland caused
her gradual retirement from tournament play. After a long
absence, she performed at the big Southwick meeting in
1930, with little or no loss of skill, as delightful to watch as
ever. The few occasions Mrs Morland was seen as a
spectator after the war were mainly at Southwick, scene
of former splendour, and always a well-loved venue.

N.O.H.

HM.Read

Harry Read, who died last December, was a remarkably
versatile games player, who attained a very high standard in
many sports. He was a triple International for Ireland, in
rugby, cricket and tennis. He took up croquet about ten
years ago, and until recently was often to be seen at
tournaments. He was not only a great sportsman but also a
very prominent churchman at parish, diocesan and national
level in the Church of Ireland. Our sympathies go to his
wife Nancy and to his son Terence.

N.V.Snell

Noel was a founder member of the Tunbridge Wells Croquet
Club from May 1966. Members will remember him as a
punctual, vigorous and testing player. Croquet was only one
of many accomplishments in a life of service to the com-
munity. A gentleman whom we have been privileged to
know and whose pleasures we have been privileged to share.
Our condolences go to his family.

5.G.5.

G.R.Mills

George Mills was a late starter in croquet, but his exuberant
and loveable personality made him a welcome member of
the game. He became a keen and enthusiastic player until
ill-health caused his interests to turn to reading and the
Times crossword puzzle. He will be much missed by his
many friends at the South Western tournaments and the
Budleigh Salterton Club, who all wish to extend their
sympathy to Agnes and Violet Mills.

G.E.C.

Mrs K.S.Schofield

It is sad to report the sudden death of Jean Schofield, wife
of Ken Schofield, for 18 months the Secretary of the
Budleigh Salterton Club. Arriving from Harrow where she
had started to play, she had in two seasons shown ever-
increasing keenness and aptitude for the game, and in

reducing her handicap to 9 was beginnign to show distinct
promise in developing a forward and thinking game. Her
pleasant style and personality will be missed in croquet.

G.E.C.
Major General F.H.N.Davidson

General Davidson did not enter the croquet world until he
retired after a distinguished military career. His play was
largely confined to Hurlingham and Roechampton where he
was usually in the final stages of middle croquet events.
Onlookers may from time to time have suspected the
presence of a choleric disposition, but this was only in
evidence when the General was expressing impatience with
his own peccadilloes: a more courteous opponent on court
could not be found. He will be remembered by many as
having managed the Open Championships a decade or so
ago, a task to which he brought a high degree of military
operational planning. Our sympathies go to his wife.

S.8.T.
Roger O.Hicks

The death early this year of the second of the famous, if
somewhat diverse, Hicks triumvirate will come as a blow to
those who knew him. For Roger was not only a person who
clearly found happiness in croquet but brought happiness
to it. There was nobody against whom it was more pleasant
to play and few whom it was a greater pleasure to watch.
His eager zest for the game, accompanied often by a self-
critical running commentary displayed a vivacity which not
many of us could — or at any rate do — exhibit on the court
which was equally evident whether things were running for
or against him.

Roger was of course a minus player and would doubtless
have been an even better one if he had allowed himself to
give more time to it. But the greater part of his time was
dedicated to his vocation as a Christian evangelist, for the
most part overseas and chiefly in India, a country of which
he had a particularly close knowledge. His was in the fullest
sense a dedicated life and a very selfless one, a life which
made a deep impression on those who worked beside him,
as was amply testified by the large congregation at his
memorial service at St George's Square. There was some-
thing symbolic in the fact that Roger died in Sydney,
suggestive of the truth that there was no length to which
he would not go for the work for which he felt himself to
be called.

M.B.R.

The deaths are also announced of Miss G.W.Bartlett and
Miss I.Napier.

Corrigenda

Cheltenham Weekend Tournaments

It is stated on page 20 of the C.A. Fixtures Book that there
will be a minimum of 3 games in each of the weekend
tournaments. This should have read 5 games.

Nottingham Tournament (August 13—18)

It is stated on page 31 of the C.A. Fixtures Book with
relation to the Handicap Doubles in this tournament
“Combined Handicaps not less than 2", This should read
“No two minus players may play together”.

Notice

Notice has been received of the results of the South African
Croquet Championships. Results of the finals will appear
in the July gazette.

-
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Chairman'’s Report

The three years covered by the initial grant for the Develop-
ment Scheme end in 1973. It has been decided by the
Council that an application for a renewal and increase in
the grant aid should be submitted to the Sports Council, and
this is now being done. The initial grant brought about a
considerable increase in the Association’s activities, and the
application stresses the benefits which have resulted. It is to
be hoped that this will ensure the success of the application,
and that these activities will become a continuing and
integral part of the Association’s work.

Since 1970 ten new clubs have been registered, and five
have been formed but have not yet registered. There was
also a welcome increase in the membership of the
Association in 1972. These are healthy signs, and there are
other indications of an upsurge in enthusiasm: For instance,
two coaching courses, both to be held at Bisham Abbey,
were recently advertised. There were more than sixty
applications for the total of 24 places available, and as a
result another course has been arranged at a new centre, the
Hotel Imperial at Hythe.

It is, of course, necessary to guard carefully against the
dangers of concentrating too much on new developments.
It would be a sorry state of affairs if clubs in difficulties
were not helped by the Association, and so became defunct.
Any club which is struggling with, for example, the problem
of a decline in its membership, should contact the C.A.
immediately so that assistance can be provided.

One practical step to enable help to be offered to clubs
in financial difficulties was recently taken by Council. A
handsome legacy was received from the estate of the late
Mr. Spencer Ell. Part of this was set aside for the purchase
of a trophy, to be known as the Spencer Ell trophy, for the
winner of the third invitation eight, thus replacing the
Surrey Cup. But by far the greater part of the legacy has
been placed in a special capital fund, to be known as the
Benefactors Fund, from which loans can be made to clubs
in need, on terms to be decided individually. A bequest
from the late Mr. Victor Evans, Vice-President of the
Association, has been added to this fund, and future
legacies will also be credited to it, unless the donor specifies
otherwise.

Elsewhere in this issue of the Gazette there is an article
by the Chairman of the Test Tour Fund Raising Committee.
1 would like to add my personal plea to clubs and individual
associates to play their full part in raising the funds that we
need. Our hope is that in 1974 we shall be able to match
the splendid hospitality experienced by our teams and
supporters in New Zealand in 1963 and in Australia in
1969.

A triangular Test Series in this country is not expected
to occur again for another twelve years, and the opportunity
afforded for publicity for croquet must be exploited to the
full. Many associates will have a role to play in ensuring
that this is done.

A very successful Club Delegates Conference was held in
December 1972, and a further Conference will be held this
year. At the conclusion of the last Conference 1 made some
observations which I should like to repeat here. I had been
asked by the organiser, Derek Caporn, to explain what the
Croquet Association was and what it did. I said that the
Association simply comprised all its members, and that the

work of the Council, its officers and the Standing Committees,

whether these were concerned with the provision of tourna-
ments, the production of the Gazette, revisions of the Laws
or the arranging of demonstrations and coaching courses,
were all directed towards serving the interests of associates.
I went on to say that in many of these activities there are
inevitably individuals who appear in the limelight, but they

are always supported by those who work very hard and
unobtrusively behind the scenes. For instance, at a demon-
stration all attention is focussed on the two players, but the
success of the venture depends entirely on those who
ensure good attendance by hard work on publicity before-
hand. While it is perhaps invidious to single out individuals,
I feel that I must mention our Secretary, Vandeleur
Robinson, who works far longer hours than we could
reasonably expect.

Considerable burdens fall upon our Standing Committee
chairmen, some of whom have onerous full-time jobs, and
the extension of C.A. activities in the last two or three
years has led to a doubling of committee activity. In every
club there are members who cheerfully undertake the
essential organisation and other chores. The managers of
tournaments give freely of their time; they work long hours
and usually forego the opportunity of competing themselves.
The honorary Editor of the Gazette seeks only the reward
of knowing that associates are provided with a publication
which meets both with their approval and that of our
Treasurer. The list could easily be extended, but what is
obvious is that we are not lacking in associates who welcome
the opportunity of contributing something to the game
which has often given them so much. And while this
situation continues, as I know it will, our cause will
prosper.

B.G.Neal

The 1973 Season

The C.A. Calendar tournaments, including the new fixtures,
were well supported in 1972, and many were over-subscribed.
The Development Scheme continued to gain impetus and is
already beginning to produce new tournament players. Such
is the healthy demand that in 1973 there will be three new
weekend and one full week’s tournament added to the

1972 programme.

Although many new clubs are being formed, none, at
present, have sufficient lawns to run their own official
tournaments, which puts even more pressure on those
clubs already able to stage them. In order to accommodate
more players on the same number of lawns maybe the time
is coming when we will have to accept double-banking at
our tournaments in England. Double-banking (i.e. playing
two games simultaneously on the same lawn and using a set
of balls of different colours: white and pink v. green and
brown) has long been common practice in Australia to beat
the shortage of lawns and it is there accepted as normal. It
will be interesting to see how the first all double-banking
tournament in England fares — the Spring Bank Holiday
weekend at Colchester. Twenty-eight players will get more
games on the same number of lawns in the same time as
twenty would without double-banking. I for one, thinking
of the future, hope it will be successful and acceptable, and
that the typical English reluctance to accept change will be
broken down rather more quickly than usual in this
instance. Incidentally, there is already a good number of
entries for this Colchester experiment.

1 hope that the other new fixtures will be equally well
supported: a four day meeting at Bowdon during the August
Bank Holiday weekend (much easirer to get to on the M6
than many people imagine), a second weekend at Wrest
Park and a full week’s tournament at Wrest Park for those
not qualified as “veterans’’.

As to C.A. events, it has been found impracticable, owing
to the increased number of entries, to run the Golf Croquet
events in conjunction with the Peel Memorials and so, as an
experiment in 1973, the Golf Croquet will be run as a
separate three-day meeting at Ipswich in June. The Veterans’
Championship, held again at Southwick, moves to June so
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that it should not come immediately before the Devonshire
Park fortnight, The Second Eight moves to Compton, the
Third Eight (for the new Spencer Ell Cup) to Colchester,
arid the Ladies’ Field Cup to Budleigh. The All-England
finals, again at Rochampton, are a week later than usual,
but otherwise the 1973 Calendar largely follows the 1972
pattern.

The Tournament Committee are already working on the
Calendar for 1974. Of necessity there will have to be some
alterations to the normal pattern in order to accommodate
the Test Tour. We are working on the assumption that the
majority of normal tournament players will not be able or
willing to watch all nine Test Matches and that they will
therefore require a full season of tournaments arranged for
them. We are also planning for some of the Australians
coming here with their Test Team to play in some of our
domestic tournaments while they are in England. Such
participation will be warmly welcomed, and to enable them
to tie up their various package tour details well in advance it
is our intention to publish the 1974 Calendar very much
earlier than usual.

R.F.Rothwell
Chairman,
Tournament Committee

The Worldmark Croquet Tour 1973

In the summer of 1972 we were approached by Worldmark
Travel Ltd. for our co-operation in arranging a world tour
for croquet players. C.A. members were circularised, and
nine members set off on 14 January for the holiday of a
lifetime. Those taking part were Miss L.M.Cooke, Mrs E.C.
Goldbard, Mr & Mrs Christopher Haworth, Miss Frances
Joly, Mr & Mrs Philip Mann, H.G.B.Wagnell and Vandeleur
Robinson.

Our first stop was at Rome, where we changed aircraft
en route for Singapore. At Rome and other stops we were
“frisked” for arms, which reassured us that we should
probably not be hijacked. We arrived at Singapore on the
Monday night. The Tuesday morning some of us spent
buying clothes in a department store, and the afternoon in
a sight-seeing trip which included the Botanical Gardens,
the House of Jade and the Tiger Balm Gardens, a sort of
oriental Disney-land. On the Wednesday evening we took
the night flight to Sydney. Our only stop was at Djakarta,
where the transit lounge contained an interesting display of
stuffed birds and animals peculiar to Indonesia.

From Sydney we flew to Auckland, where we were met
by the principal officers of the New Zealand Croquet
Council and the Auckland Croquet Association. We had
five full days in New Zealand, one of which we spent on an
excursion in cars to Rotorua to see the geysers and other
volcanic phenomena. On the other days we visited a number
of the local croquet clubs, including Mount Hobson and
Remuera. The N.Z. croquet world was busily occupied in
holding its Open Championships at Auckland, but never-
theless found time to give us a wonderful reception and to
arrange for us to play friendly games at Mount Albert, St
Helier Bay, Mount Hobson and Remuera when their lawns
were not in use for the Championships. Among old friends
we met at Auckland was Jean Jarden,

From Auckland we flew to Sydney, where we arrived so
late that we unfortunately missed a tour of the harbour by
boat kindly arranged for us by the N.S.W. Croquet Players
Association. The Presidents of the Australian Croquet
Council and the N.S.W. Croquet Players Association
awaited us at our hotel. The next morning we went on a
coach tour of Sydney which included the lovely house and
grounds at Vaucluse, and Bondi Beach. In the afternoon we
took the ferry to Manly, where we were taken for a scenic
drive and then to the Club, where we played croquet before

and after tea and ended up with a barbecue supper. Here
and at Mosman we met our old friend Colonel Saalfeld. In
playing croquet at Mosman we experienced double-banking
and *‘sudden death’ time limits, which cut one off in mid-
break. After lunch the Mosman members showed us two
film strips and then took us to the Tauranga Park Zoo,
where we were particularly impressed by the tree kangaroos
and anteaters.

Our arrival at Adelaide was heralded by a rainbow and a
magnificent sunset. Adelaide is une of the most beautifully
laid out towns in the world. The South Australia Croquet
Association laid on a doubles tournament specially for us.
We were entertained for lunch by the Victor Harbour
Croquet Club, whose grounds were very close to the beach,
which enabled Christopher Haworth and Vandeleur
Robinson to swim in the Southern Ocean, which they said
was nice and warm. We visited the Glenelg Club for tea.

At Melbourne the Victorian Croquet Association laid on
a four-day X, Y, Z doubles tournament for our benefit;
each of us was paired with a local partner. Mrs Biddy Dodd
managed the tournament. Harold Clemons and Miss
Mackenzie (immediate Past President of the Australian
Croquet Council) came over from Tasmania to meet us.
From Brisbane came Derek Russell, the new Secretary of
the Australian Croquet Council, with his wife; it was a
particular pleasure for our Secretary to be able to make
friends with his Australian opposite number, who had
co-ordinated the efforts of the State Associations on our
behalf. We received wonderful hospitality all over
Australia and New Zealand which we will certainly repay
in 1974.

On the way home we stopped for two days in Bangkok,
which was a most refreshing and delightful experience. Four
half-day excursions in and around the city enabled us to see
the teeming riverside life, the gorgeously decorated temples,
the artistic Siamese dancing, and the sword-play and boxing,
both enlivened by the use of the feet as additional weapons,
When not sight-seeing we spent our time in and around the
swimming pool, set in an extensive garden, complete with
lake and pelicans and a zoo with monkeys, turtles and a
toucan.

And so back from the Australian summer to the English
winter, bringing our sun-tan with us.

Notice

For general reference, the Secretary of the Croquet
Association is Mr Vandeleur Robinson, The Hurlingham
Club, London 5.W.6. The standard annual rate of subscrip-
tion to the C.A. is £4. The Editor of the Croquet Gazette is
Revd P.D.Hallett, Teversham House, 18 Hillside, Sawston,
Cambs. Material for the Croquet Gazette may normally be
sent directly to the Editor.

Material for the July gazette should reach the Editor by
June 20, for the September gazette by August 8, for the
October gazette by September 19, and for the December
gazette by November 23.

Note from Budleigh Salterton

Owing to her continued illness, Joan Warwick has felt
obliged to give up the Croquet Secretaryship. The new
Croquet Secretary will be Colin Edwards, 8 Long Copp,
Budleigh Salterton. (Tel. Budleigh Salterton 2261). He will
be concerned with all croquet matters except tournaments,
which will continue to be organised by the Tournament
Secretary, Dr W.R. Bucknall. We all hope that, before long,
Joan will be restored to normal health.

W.R.B.
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Tactics in Handicap Games

Because high bisquers are not sufficiently experienced to
write articles on croquet, tactics from their point of view
receive little coverage, although they have the greatest need
for instruction. As a result high bisquers’ management of
bisques is usually completely misconceived. But ‘A’ class
players are well aware that there is a certain type of high-
bisquer who is almost impossible to beat, and if you wish
to join that happy band (temporarily, because your bisques
will soon be taken away) you should follow the principles
described below.

Use your bisques aggressively, to end the game quickly
before your opponent can get into the game. The longer
you delay the final peg-out, the longer will be the odds
against your winning. If you win the toss, you must put
your opponent in first, If you allow an ‘A’ class opponent
to have the fourth shot, he may well go round with that
ball and his game will be half-finished before you have
started. He will also gain the psychological advantage which
is so important. Remember that if he has one ball round he
is within one turn of victory, because he will probably
finish the game as soon as he hits in again.

Having put your opponent in first, play your first ball
about four yards south of the second hoop, and when you
play your second ball (the fourth turn in the game), shoot
at the opponent balls and immediately use your bisques to
set up and maintain a four-ball break until your clip is on
the peg. Even if, as a result of nerves or bad luck, you have
used, say, 8 bisques out of 11 to get round, you should still
go to the peg, because by doing this you deprive your
opponent of a turn later on, and this may well decide the
issue. There is a general belief that you should stop at rover,
but this is wrong because your opponent can easily
incorporate a single peel in his break and you would still
be pegged out.

The general strategy is to keep on the court and keep
your opponent frustrated in his seat while you play yourself
in. Having played yourself in, probably you would find that,
in the example given above, the remaining three bisques
would be enough to take the second ball round.

If you lose the toss, your opponent will put you in first
and if he lays himself a tice, aim diagonally at the tice and
if necessary use a half-bisque or bisque to put his ball south
of hoop 2, and join your other ball on the east boundary. If
he now fails to hit in, set up a break as before and continue
the break regardless of cost until the ball is round. Never
give up the innings while you have bisques left and the balls
are in the court. When setting up a break, it is better to use
two bisques to get a good position than one bisque to get a
sticky break which may lead to disaster.

If your break starts to deteriorate, use a bisque early to
tidy it up; do not wait until your break disintegrates.
Remember also that bisques taken early in the game have
much more value than bisques taken later. If you have six
bisques and twenty-four hoops to make, the potential
average value of each bisque is four hoops. But if you have
only six hoops to make, the potential value is only one
hoop per bisque. Also if you use your bisques boldly you
will avoid the infuriating disaster of “going to bed with”
some of your bisques.

Do not use your bisques defensively, always attack and
concentrate on getting round as quickly as possible. Do not
“save a bisque for the peg-out’’. This popular fallacy is
unsound. The peg-out is easy; getting to the peg is the
problem, and this is what bisques are for. Another popular
fallacy is saving a half-bisque to near the end, to correct some
future error. The best use for a half-bisque is right at the
beginning, to set up the first break before taking a full
bisque to start scoring.

When correcting a mistake during a break, do not play
the obvious shot; look for something better. For example,
suppose that in starting a break you had to leave your
partner ball near the fourth corner, and at the third hoop
you over-ran your approach and could not make the hoop.
Almost invariably the player plays into position for the
hoop and takes a bisque to run the hoop, quite the worst
thing to do. With your last shot you should aim at your
partner ball, take a bisque and roquet the ball to the fourth
hoop, take off to the centre ball, improve its position, go
to the pilot ball and improve that, and finally run your
hoop. You have made the same hoop with the same bisque,
but you now have a perfectly laid break to follow.

Suppose that you are laid up at the first hoop and the
opponent balls are on the north boundary near the third
corner. The usual play is to “make sure of the hoop"”, and
then take off to split up the enemy balls. This is “Aunt
Emma’’play and precisely what your opponent is hoping
for, because if you take off too long or too short you will
have to waste a bisque and receive absolutely nothing for
it. The correct play is not to make the hoop but to shoot at
the farthest ball, take a bisque and put that ball near the
third hoop, put the other opponent ball near the second
hoop and then return to your partner ball to make the
hoop which is still waiting for you. Even if you have to use
another bisque on the way it is well invested, because you
are now in a position to go round the peg.

Do not peg out an ‘A’ class or even a ‘B’ class opponent,
because you need the fourth ball more than he does. But if
he pegs you out, do not assume that all is lost. The single
ball player who is more than half-way round should win if
he does not lose confidence. One reason for this is that the
management of the two balls out of three is extremely
difficult. Indeed to play the two balls well one needs to be
a master tactician, whereas the single ball is much easier to
play.

If you adhere to the foregoing principles you will soon
learn to play constructive croquet, and the ghost of Aunt
Emma will never haunt you again.

L.Riggall

Experiences of a small club

My experience has been (apart from a few outings to
Cheltenham) almost exclusively with the small club, the
club with one or two lawns. At Stourbridge we don’t even
have a pavilion, and only a share in a small shed for the
storage of equipment. This is something we shall be
remedying this coming season. In the small club we do
have particular problems. I shall speak of problems common
to all clubs but to which the small club is more vulnerable.
These problems can be divided into three groups. First there
is the optimum utilisation of lawns and equipment. The
limitations in existing facilities mean that there is a level of
membership above which one cannot go. This, in turn, can
aggravate the second area of difficulty, shortage of funds.
Thirdly there is the problem of cohesion, the social aspects
of club life and the part we all have to play in ensuring the
continuity and the survival of the club entity.

We all hate double banking, but it has to be lived with
when only one or two courts are available. Surprisingly,
the mathematical odds against any of the balls of one set
interfering with those of the other are fairly remote, and
the use of a little foresight can almost eliminate this chance.
At Stourbridge we couldn’t afford the second colour balls
until our third season, but it is now quite common on a
summer evening to see sixteen people playing on our two
slightly modified courts. It reminds one of a snooker table,
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but we accept it as necessary for the general good of the
club. We don’t have double banking when competitions are
being played, and we do have a court booking system which
has been quite successful. Matches can be arranged in
advance by telephoning a court booking secretary and
finding out whether a court is free. This is important if one
has a long journey to the club, and it eliminates the
frustration of arriving, mallet in hand, only to come upon
the scene I have just described, sixteen people double
banking.

There is a way of getting forty people on to two courts,
a way which we have found extremely useful, economical
and instructive, and without doubt very popular. I refer to
the gymkhana. We first organised one from information
gleaned from John Solomon’s book “Croquet’’, and we very
soon added competitions based on important croquet
exercises, such as rushing a ball to the peg from one of the
corners, and ‘taking off’ from ‘A’ baulk to get as near as
possible to the north boundary line without actually going
off. Both these require the marshalls to be armed with
tape-measures, because we now frequently have people
getting literally within inches of the objectives. We found
that the scoring system used in television’s “It’s a.Kxnock
Out” is ideal for this type of event, and that (as in that
programme) several events can be run concurrently under
the control of the scorers and marshalls. Gymkhana events
are fun for everyone, but they are not just fun; there is a
real element of skill involved. Naturally we soon found that
the better players tended to finish at the top of the lists.
There is some element of luck, however, and many individual
events are won by beginners, which pleases them enormously
and helps them to realise the importance of many of the
strokes which have to be performed in the orthodox game.

A favourable geographical location can open the door to
yet another way to get members playing — the use of other
people’s courts — by arrangement, I hasten to add! For
instance, the Edgbaston club is about ten miles from
Stourbridge, and on several occasions we have played other
clubs on their courts; we have also played our own internal
competition matches there. This is particularly useful
towards the end of the season when matches have tended
to get a little behind. Green fees are paid to the host club,
and so the arrangement is to the advantage of both clubs.

It is important to keep membership as close to the
upper limit as possible so that revenue is high, and this
means recruiting. This can be done in several different ways
and with varying degrees of success. The ‘coaching for
beginners course’ is probably the best known. We have done
several of these, and this year we excelled ourselves with a
course in which fourteen people took part; all of them
subsequently joined the club, and ten of them are definitely
with us for next year! We have learned from Professor Neal
and Mrs Meachem that the course must be organised
properly in logical and progressive sequence. We have
learned that we must have abundant publicity, and here the
C.A. helps with blank posters which, when completed and
well-sited, get the ‘opportunity’ message across to the
public. We set the cost of the course fairly low and offer
preferential entry terms, such as half subscription for the
first year, on completion of the course. Besides formal
campaigns it is necessary to seize opportunities provided by
personal contact with friends, relations and business
associates. One must tell people what croquet is, avoiding
the impression that it is too easy or too difficult. To get
permanent converts it is necessary to introduce information
in a controlled manner. Croquet must surely have the
highest ‘misconception factor’ of any game, and this can
lead to some disappointments.

After subscriptions, what other sources of financial help
are available? Patronage is one thought. Is there someone,
preferably with some connec tions within the club, a member

of a commercial or industrial company who, without
necessarily having any great interest in croquet, may never-
theless be delighted to take on the responsibilities of being
president of the club: presenting the prizes, acting as a
figurehead, a man who has facilities and is willing to allow
their use for such mundane but necessary things as
duplicating. We have been lucky indeed in having such a
patron, and I know of at least one other club which is
equally fortunate.

Find out which sports goods retailers in your area will
give you discounts on equipment. Many will give none, but
there is nearly always at least one who will, in return for
club business, give 10% or so. Not only can you save on
equipment purchased by the club, but you can also pass on
savings to your members by ordering individual require-
ments through the club. There are the standard fund raising
devices like jumble sales, coffee parties, raffles etc. which
are so well known that I need neither describe nor dwell
upon them except to say, don’t forget them, for they are
tried and trusted methods used successfully by organisations
all over the country,

Local authorities at this moment are having difficulty in
giving money away. This year grant-aiding of sports clubs
which provide a local amenity has become the responsibility
of local councils. Are you in touch? Do you know what is
available in your town? Do you know if your local council
is sympathetic to sport? Contact the sports advisory council
in your area. These organisations often ‘vet’ applications
for grants and will advise on how to apply. Better still, get
on the committee. Many sports advisory councils are so
badly supported by sports clubs that there are frequently
several vacancies on their executive committees. There must
be hundreds without croquet representation. If you manage
to get on, you may be in a position to help shape local
policy and to get early information not only on what funds
are available, but also on what sports promotions are being
planned and how your club can participate. If a close con-
nection with sports advisory councils is not maintained, you
may only find out what is happening from a notice on a
library wall, or maybe not at alll

I have dealt briefly with the problems of facilities and
funds in the small club. I emphasize that we at Stourbridge
have by no means solved them, but we have tried and we
are trying. Perhaps we have dealt most successfully with
the problem of what I have termed cohesion: the fecling of
belonging to a group, the promotion of activities off the
courts, the sense of importance that we try to engender in
the whole strata of our membership. I use the word strata
advisedly, because it exactly describes the way in which
many clubs develop. There are the serious competitors, the
strivers for handicap reductions. Then there are the average
players, constantly improving, always trying harder. There
are those who like to come to the courts and play just for
the fun and pleasure of the game. And there are, unfortun-
ately, those few who will never do a four ball break though
they play for twenty years. Do not discourage them, even
when your court space is limited. In these last two categories
are people who may know they will not be winningglory for
themselves or the club, but they will often put that extra
effort into organising catering at matches or the annual
dinner, fund raising or social evenings. The better players
should help to improve the standard of play of the
“rabbits” and encourage them to step up through the
strata to explore the satisfaction of an improving game, but
only if they want to. In considering the differences in
ability that one finds, it is surely as well to remember that
one stratum rests upon another and that without the lower
— the highest could fall!

Do try to let your members know what is happening in
your club. We have a newsletter distributed usually once a
month, letting people know forthcoming dates, match
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results and a little social chit-chat. We consider this com-
munication very important. We have, for instance, at least
two members who haven’t been to the club for two years
but who occasionally send a letter in response to some

item in the newsletter and are always first with subscriptions.

This area of communication is one in which the tiny club
scores, for it is proportionally easier and cheaper the
smaller the numbers involved.

Let me finish with a reference to that ingredient which is
essential to the growth and prosperity of any club, but
which is particularly important to the small club —
enthusiasm, which can mean the difference between the
life and death of a club, personal enthusiasm, competitive
enthusiasm, committee enthusiasm, an “all strata corporate
enthusiasm”, which is another way of saying . . . well,
Rudyard Kipling said it better in these few lines which I
think you may find apt:

“It ain’t the guns nor armaments
Or the funds that you can pay.
It’s the close co-operation that makes 'em win the day.

It ain’t the individual

Nor the army as a whole —
It’s the everlasting teamwork
Of every blooming soul.”

G.E.P.Young

[This paper, here slightly altered and abridged, was first
given to the Club Delegates’ Conference in December 1972.
— Editor]

Official Notices

Secretary’s Notes

1. CLUB REGISTRATION FEES

It is greatly to the advantage of the C.A. and also of
individual croquet clubs that they should be registered
with the C.A. When clubs are so registered, we can give
their addresses to intending croquet players who want
to find a club to join not too far from where they live.
We also send copies of the Croquet Gazette to the
Secretary of each registered club (two copies if he is
also an Associate, one for himself as a member, and one
as Club Secretary). Unfortunately the cost of five copies
of the gazette and a Fixtures Book each year, and postage
to the Club, is by no means negligible, and for that
reason we are obliged to make a charge of £1.50 each
year.

Most clubs pay their registration fee each year as a
matter of routine, but some forget to do so. Recently
the Council asked me to apply to clubs the same
criterion as to individual Associates, namely to remind
them early in the year if they have not paid for the pre-
ceding year, and failing a reply to de-register them. 1
have sent out letters to this effect, but there are still a
few who have not replied. Will clubs please be so kind as
to look into the matter, and if in arrears, regularise the
position? I shall greatly dislike it if I have to delete them
from the C.A. Directory and from the distribution list
for the Croquet Gazette.

2. REQUESTS FOR INCREASE OF HANDICAP

The Handicap Co-ordination Committee again draws the

attention of all Associates to the procedure for applying
for an increase in handicap. In spite of the plea in the
April gazette a year ago, that full and relevant evidence
should be provided in support of applications, only too
often this is omitted; indeed, in some cases a bald request
is received from an Associate, without its having been
submitted through a Handicapper. The requirements in
brief are:—
(a) the application should wherever possible be sub-
mitted through a Tournament or Club Handicapper;

(b) it should be accompanied by reasons justifying the
application, including results of games extending
over a number of months and a recommendation
from the Handicapper through whom the applic-
ation is submitted;

(c) it should be sent to the Secretary of the C.A.

NEW ASSOCIATES

S.W.Alderfer, 1557 Industrial Parkway, Akron, Ohio,
44310, US.A.

Herr Walter Bartels, D-28 Bremen, Arnold-Bécklin-Strasse
9a, West Germany.

Alexander D. Craig, c/o David O’Connor.

Mrs R.F.A.Crane, Vicarage Fell, Ibstone, High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire.

G.E.J.A.Doughuy, 190 Rivermead Court, Ranelagh
Gardens, London S.W.6.

J.C.Draper, P.O. Box 99, St Helena, California, 94574,
U.S.A.

Jerome C. Draper Jr., Russ Building, San Francisco,
California, 94104, U.S.A.

Mrs Douglas Figgis, Craigton, Gordon Avenue, Foxrock,
Co. Dublin, Irish Republic.

Francis L. Fletcher, 3 Grosvenor Mansions, Sidmouth,
Devon.

J.Haigh, 35 Foxhurst Road, Ash Vale, Aldershot,
Hampshire.

Mrs W.A .Handley, Downside, Battledown Approach,
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

Mrs F.Harrison, Broomcot, Broomcroft Road, Felpham,
Bognor Regis, Sussex.

J.W.Haynes, Westlake House, West Coker, Yeovil,
Somerset.

R.H.James, O.B.E., Golden Brae, Hill Crest Road,
Somerset West, Cape, South Africa.

A.H.C.Jones, 3 Clarence Road, Hunstanton, Norfolk.

Mrs R.S.Leach, 21 Durdham Court, Durdham Park,
Bristol, BS6 6X0Q.

Dr & Mrs C.W.Marshall, Cranham, 18a Church Hill,
Pinhoe, Exeter, EX4 9]Q.

Mrs D.Mitchell, 102 Admiral’s Walk, West Cliff Road,
Bournemouth, Hampshire.

Madame O’Morchoe, 2 Merlyn Drive, Ballsbridge, Dublin,
Irish Republic.

Miss Marian Povey, Flat 4, 6 Augusta Gardens,
Folkestone, Kent.

Mr & Mrs E.Rees, 29 Icknield Close, Icklefors, Hitchin,
Hertfordshire, SG5 3TD.

Christopher Risebrow, 16 Beech Drive, Knutsford,
Cheshire.

Miss D.E.Rogers, Stonedeane, Somerset Road, Seaview,
Isle of Wight.

Miss Patricia Shine, 9 Wellesley Court, West Parade,
Worthing, Sussex.

Mr & Mrs M.A.Shepherd, 45 Barn Hayes, Sidmouth,
Devon, EX10 9EE.

Miss C.M.Sinclair, 24 Gordon Road, Ipswich, Suffolk.

B.Slater, 7 Churchfields, Croft, Nr. Warrington,
Lancashire, WA3 7JR.


















