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In 1984 and 1985, Debenham Tewson &
Chinnocks were delighted to sponsor the British .
Open Croquet Championship and look forward to ‘
continuing their sponsorship in 1986.
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Croquet and Debenham Tewson & Chinnocks Inside:

were both established in the mid-1850s and,
although they have different images, both require
sophisticated skills and experience to ensure
their success. The skills that Debenham Tewson
& Chinnocks have developed are those
necessary to handle property investment,
valuation, planning, taxation, management and
agency work in today’s complex property world.
They are also expanding on the international
scene, with 13 offices worldwide, a market in
which croquet too is increasing its appeal.

International Real Estate Consultants

Chartered Surveyors

Bancroft House, Paternoster Square, London EC4P 4ET 01-236 1520
44 Brook Street, London W1Y 1YB 01-408 1161

3 Castle Street, Cardiff CF1 2RJ 0222 398182

United Kingdom - USA - Australia - Bahrain
Belgium - Germany - Hong Kong - Malaysia - Singapore
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Croquet is extremely fortunate in having so many
people keen and willing to teach the game to others.
At the end of the first year of implementing our
National Coaching Scheme, 68 people have been
nominated as official CA coaches, and their help will be

invaluable in expanding the game.

The British Amateur Rugby League Association
believe that coaching is the most important service
they provide for their members, and their Association
has expanded dramatically during the 16 years they

have been in existence.

I hope that the regular coaching courses we aim to
set up at various venues throughout the country will
likewise provide a useful service for our own members

and increase the interest in the game.

Another piece of information picked up at the CCPR
Conference of Governing Bodies in Bournemouth
deserves attention. Over 2000 schools now take part in
an annual tennis competition run by the Schools Lawn
Tennis Association. This competition only started in

1977, and tremendous growth has been
achieved.

Whilst we must be realistic in assess-
ing our own growth prospects in this
area, the SLTA shows what can be
done, and in the longer term there must
be some merit in having a separate
Schools Croquet Association, run by
professional teachers who are inter-
ested in the game.

In the shorter term, we could expand
schools croquet by organising local
school competitions between say 4
schools, geographically close together.
These could be one-day events pro-
moted by the local club, or a league or
knock-out competition taking place
over a period of a few weeks, with the
winner of each competition being elig-
ible to compete in our National Schools
Tournament. I would be interested to
have people’s views on the practicality
of this.

CHRIS HUDSON

Nigel Aspinall receiving the
President’s Cup from Simon

Anderson, MD of Frank
Cooper who sponsored the
event this year.

COACHING WEEKENDS

FOR PLAYERS
HANDICAP 14 TO 6

Receive intensive coaching for one weekend!
One coach to every two players!
Only 12 places on each course.

Course Fee: £10 to CA members. £15 to
non-members.

Venues:

Southport: 12/13 April
Cheltenham: 10/11 May
10am to 6pm each day.

Please WRITE now (but send no money) to
Chris Hudson (address on Page 4) if you wish
to book a place on either of these courses.
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Obituary: GEORGE DIGBY

George passed away on 12th October 1985 after a long illness, patiently borne. He will be
sadly missed by all his friends in the Croquet world. Our deepest sympathies are extended to

his wife Ettie and son Peter.

George played football for Colchester Town as an amateur in the then Spartan League
before the advent of professional football in the town. Later, partnered by his equally
enthusiastic wife Ettie, they became one of the strongest partnerships in Lawn Tennis Doubles
in the Colchester area. Their club was the Lexden Hill Tennis Club which, at that time,
occupied as tenants part of the Colchester Croquet Club.

George attained much eminence as a Bridge player, captaining the Essex County team
and achieving some success in major competitions. On taking up croquet, he soon became an
A Class player and accompanied by Ettie, he took part for a number of years in Open
Tournaments at all of the leading clubs throughout the county.

His services to the Colchester Croquet Club were many. He served throughout his
membership as Honorary Auditor and later, as a Committee member; his wise opinions were

invaluable.

For the past several years George was Tournament Secretary for all Open Tournaments
promoted by the Club. His precision in all that he undertook was absolute.

E:P.D.

Publication Details

The CA Secretary is Mr B.C. Macmillan, The
Croquet Association, The Hurlingham Club,
Ranelagh Gardens, London SWé 3PR.

Tel: 01-736 3148

The Editor (Coordinating) is Mr C. Hudson,
The OQaklands, Englesea Brook, near Crewe,
Cheshire SW2 5QW. Tel: 0270 820296

“Croquet” is published on the first day of every
second month. To be certain of inclusion,
copy should reach the Editor on the 20th of
the month, two months before the month of
issue (i.e. on 20th May for the issue being
published on 1st July).

Tournament results and reports to be
sent direct, within 7 days of completion of the
tournament, to the Secretary of the CA.

Other contributions other than tourna-
ment results and reports should be sent to the
Editor. They will be much welcomed and
acknowledged. Photographs (preferably
black and white) should also be sent to the
Editor.

All correspondence about non-delivery of
“Croquet”, changes of address, telephone
numbers, handicaps or officials should be sent
to the CA Secretary and mot to the Editor.

“Croquet”, incorporating the Croquet Gazette, is published by
The Croquet Association, The Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens,

London SW6 3PR. Tel: 01-736 3148

Photographs in this Issue by:

Peter Alvey, Barry Keen, Andrew Collin, Deborah
Latham, Yorkshire Post, John McCullough,
Leicester Mercury, Mike Coley, and the East-
bourne Herald.

Front Cover:

Phil Cordingley and Keith Aiton in earnest
discussion during the Chairman's Salver at
Compton.

£6.50
£1.50

Annual Subscription Rate
(incl P&p). Individual copies

1986 International Test Series

Team selected to defend the
MacRobertson Shield

David Openshaw (right) is Great Britain’s
Captain. Aged 38, he is Operations Director
for Volvo Cars. He captained the GB team
that won the last Test Series in Australia in
1982 and has had many successes at the top
level in croquet, including winning the
British Open Championship in 1979, 1981
and 1985. Mark Avery (below) is one of
Great Britain’s most exciting prospects. Still
aged only 20, he has been playing croquet
for several years, coming into prominence in
1982 when he won the Northern Champion-
ship at the age of 16. He comes from
Ipswich.

B 'wav

Above, Nigel Aspinall, without doubt the
most consistent player in the world since he
first won the British Open in 1969. Still only
39, he has already won the British Open 8
times, the National Men’s title twice, and the
President’s Cup 11 times. He is a computer
programmer and lives in Walton-on-Thames.
Right Colin Irwin, an Irish International
who reached the top flight after playing
croquet for 6 years. Aged 31, a technical
representative with a chemical company, he
lives in Sale, Cheshire, and is a most
consistent player under pressure.

International Fixtures List

June
2- 3

14-16
18
18-20
23-25
27-29
duly
1- 3
5- 7
10-12
14-16
18

Fixture Venue
Australia v Ireland Carrickmines
Australia v Scotland Glasgow
New Zealand v England Southport
Welcoming Function Bowdon
Australia v New Zealand Bowdon
Australia v W. Midlands Edgbaston

Great Britain v New Zealand Cheltenham
New Zealand v London Clubs Roehampton
Great Britain v Australia Budleigh
New Zealand v Australia Hurlingham
Great Britain v New Zealand Parkstone
Great Britain v Australia Compton
Australia v New Zealand Southwick
Great Britain v New Zealand Hunstanton
Britain v Australia Colchester

MacRobertson Shield Dinner Hurlingham

Above, William Prichard, a Captain in the
Welsh Guards, is a very experienced Inter-
national player who has already played in
three previous Test Series, although still
only 32 years old. He won the President’s
Cup in 1972 and was runner-up in the British
Open in 1985. Below, Steven Mulliner,
the ‘Alex Higgins of the Croquet Lawns'
according to the Sunday Times. A Merchant
Banker, at the age of 31 he has already
achieved some of the highest honours in the
croquet world, winning the National Men's
Title in 1984 and 1985 and the President’s
Cup in 1981 and 1983.

Reserves: Above (left) Andrew Hope, 39,
a farmer from Little Witcombe in Gloucester-
shire. The seasonal nature of his work
restricts the time he can devote to croquet,
but he is an experienced International
plaver. In his first appearance in the
President’s Cup in 1975, he was runner-up,
and he has appeared regularly ever since.
(Right) John McCullough, a 35-year-old
teacher from Bristol. He is an Irish Inter-
national player and has played in the
President’s Cup every year since 1982. He
was Northern Champion in 1984 and won
the British Open Doubles Title with Phil
Cordingley in 1983.
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The Croquet Association:
Administration Secretary:

Brian Macmillan, The Croquet Association,
The Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens, London
SW6 3PR. Tel: 01-736 3148

National Development Officer:

Chris Hudson, The Oaklands, Englesea Brook,
near Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 5QW.

Tel: 0270 820296

Regional Development Officers

Northern Region
John Meads, 10 Dipwood Way, Rowlands Gill, Tyne
& Wear NE39 1DH. Tel: 0207 542021

Yorks & Humberside Region

Bill Lamb, 5 Potterdale Drive, Little Weighton,
Cottingham, Humberside HU20 3UU.

Tel: 0482 848649

North Western Region

Andrew Collin, 65 Hillfield Road, Little Sutton
South Wirral, Cheshire. Tel: 051 339 3614

West Midlands Region

Terry Greenwood, 21 The Fold, Penn, Wolver-
hampton WV4 5QY. Tel: 0902 336832

East Midlands Region
lan Vincent, 43 West Crescent, Beeston Rylands,
Nettingham NG9 1QF. Tel: 0602 253664

South Western Region

Martin Murray, 4 Queens Mansions,

7 Arlington Villas, Bristol, Avon BS8 2EF.
Tel: 0272 741250

Southern Region

Smokey Eades, Tall Timbers, Horton Close,
Boulters Lock, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 8TP

Tel: 0628 21811

Eastern Region

Judy Anderson, 16 Wellpond Close, Sharnbrook,
Bedford MK44 1PL. Tel: 0234 781783
London & S.E. Region

Lionel Wharrad, Astor Cottage,
Ashington, Sussex. Tel: 0903 892897
(London & Surrey)

Ron Welch, 67 Rowan Crescent, London SW16.
Tel: 01 679 0552

(Kent & East Sussex)

Dennis Shaw, 9 Collingwood Court, Belmont Road,

Ivy Lane,

Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7QQ. Tel: 0843 591789
Regional Coaching Officers
Northern Region

John Davis, 33 Levendale, Hutton Rudby, Yarm,
Cleveland TS15 0DW. Tel: 0642 701290

Yorks & Humberside Region

Bill Lamb, 5 Potterdale Drive, Little Weighton,
Cottingham, Humberside HU20 3UU.

Tel: 0482-848649

North West Region

Paul Stoker, 50 Beach Priory Gardens, Southport,
Merseyside, PR8 1RT. Tel: 0704 31806

West Midlands Region

Ken Jones, 96 New Road, Rubery, West Midlands,
BH5 9HQ. Tel: 021-453 2088

Eastern Region

Tom Anderson, 16 Wellpond Close, Sharnbrook,
Bedford MK44 1PL. Tel: 0234 781783

South West Region

John McCullough, 100 Queensdown Gardens
Brislington, Bristol, Avon BS4 6JG

Tel: 0272 779943

Southern Region

Jock McElwain, Orkney Cottage, River Road,
Taplow, SL6 O0BG. Tel: 0628 24170

London & South East Region

Nigel Aspinall, 6 Rivermount, Walton-on-Thames,
Surrey, KT12 2PW. Tel: 09322 22697

Tommy Vale, 26 Glebe Close, Southwick, Sussex
BN4 4TF. Tel: 0273 595920

Federation Secretaries

Northern

Andrew Collin, 65 Hillfield Road, Little Sutton
South Wirral, Cheshire. Tel: 051 339 3614

West Midlands

Terry Greenwood, 21 The Fold, Penn, Wolver-
hampton. Tel: 0902 336832

South Western

John McCullough, 100 Queensdown Gardens
Brislington, Bristol, Avon BS4 6JG

Tel: 0272 779943

The Sports Council
Jo Patton, The Sports Council, 16 Upper Woburn
Place, London WC1H 0QP. Tel: 01 388 1277

Sports Council Croquet

Liaison Officers

Northern Region

Dacre Dunlop, The Sports Council, County Court
Building, Hallgarth Street, Durham, DH1 3PB.
Tel: 0385 49595

North West Region

Graham Suthren, The Sports Council, Asiley
House, Quay Street, Manchester M3 4AE.

Tel: 061-834 0338

Yorkshire & Humberside Region

David Heddon, The Sports Council, Coronet
House, Queen Street, Leeds LS1 4PW.

Tel: 0532 436443

East Midland Region

Anne Rippon, The Sports Council, 26 Musters
Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7PL.
Tel: 0602 821887

West Midlands Region

Celia Hodges, The Sports Council, Metropolitan
House, 1 Hagley Road, Five Ways, Birmingham
B16 8TT. Tel: 021 454 3808

Eastern Region

Tony Ploszajski, The Sports Council,

26-28 Bromham Road, Bedford MK40 2QD

Tel: 0234 44281

Greater London & SE Region

Jim Atkinson, The Sports Council, Jubilee Stand,
Crystal Palace National Sports Centre, Ledrington
Road, London SE17. Tel: 01-778 8600
Southern Region

Mike Halpin, The Sports Council, Watlington
House, Watlington Street, Reading RG1 4RJ.
Tel: 0734 595 616

South Western Region

George Reynolds, The Sports Council, Ashlands
House, Ashlands, Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7LQ
Tel: 0460 73491

The National Coaching

Federation

Sue Campbell, Director,

The National Coaching Foundation,

4 College Close, Becketts Park, Leeds LS6 3QH.
Tel: 0532 744802

British and best

Equipment
Mallets

made to your own
specification
by Jaques craftsmen

Complete sets or single items,
accessories, from all good sports
shops and stores,

The renowned

Eclipse

Championship Ball

Known and used all over the world

)

361 Whitehorse Road,

& Son Ltd.,

Thornton Heath, Surrey, CR4 8XP. Tel: 01-684 4242

Review of Progress in 1985

Some of your Club Coaches will be sporting
brand new blue badges in 1986. To be exact,
68 people have been appointed as Official
CA Coaches, having successfully completed
the Grade | (Coaching Beginners) Pro-
gramme, and they are listed on page 6. This
Scheme forms part of the CA Forward Plan
for developing our sport and has received the
full backing of both the Sports Council and
the National Coaching Foundation.

Last January, Chris Hudson, CA Devel-
opment Officer, called a meeting of people
who had volunteered to become Regional
Coaching Officers (RCOs) for their Region.
This meeting agreed that Seminars on
Coaching, each lasting 2 to 22 hours,
should be arranged in each Region so that
existing Coaches and those wanting to start
coaching beginners could share their ideas
and experience and be introduced to new
coaching material.

Croguet alt Wells Priory. On the left. Frances
Ransom, Bristol’s Tournament Secrelary
cnd CA Coach. Front Row (Istleft) Ediwerd
Duckwaorth (aged 13) of Bristol and (2nd
lefty  Myrtle  Jobnson,  Wells  Priory’s
Cheirmemn

Those wishing to be appointed as official
coaches were asked to keep a log of their
coaching sessions and, in most cases, they
were visited during coaching and their logs
were discussed.

It is realised that not every one wishes to
be part of an ‘official scheme’ and it is
certainly not the intention of the National
Coaching Committee to stop anyone who
tries to help other players because they have
not been ‘appointed’. Rather it is an attempt
to encourage the cross-fertilisation of ideas
about how to coach, to offer pointers to
those who wish to start coaching and to give
some recognition to those who actively and
beneficially teach others thelaws, skills, and
tactics of Croquet.

At a further meeting in November, the
National Coaching Committee approved
the formal syallabus for the Grade I Pro-
gramme and agreed a syllabus for the Grade
Il Programme that will be inaugurated in
1986.

Do you wish to become a Grade I or
Grade Il Coach?

If you do, then read the relevant syllabus
below to check the requirements for quali-
fication under the Scheme and write to Chris
Hudson (address on Page 4) before 1st
February giving vyour name, address,
telephone number, club and handicap,
indicating which of the two Programmes you

National Coaching Scheme

would like to participate in this year.

Note that you do not need to be a Grade
I coach in order to take part in the Grade Il
Programme and that you can participate in
either Programme even if you do not yet
have the relevant qualifications - for
example, if your handicap is just above the
limit or you are not yet a Referee - but of
course you will not be appointed until you
have completed the Programme and you
have received the necessary qualifications.
In the Grade Il Programme, priority will be
given to those who already have all the
qualifications needed.

Anyone who attended a 1985 Seminar as
part of the Grade 1 Programme and now
wishes to be appointed as a Grade I Coach
need not attend another Seminar, but
should write, during the Spring, to their
RCO, giving details of locations, dates and
times where they will be coaching, so that
arrangements for a visit can be made. They
will, of course, have to keep a log of their
beginners’ coaching this year.

Grade I Syllabus
A. Scope of Gradel Coaching - to teach
absolute beginners and high handicappers
(down to about handicap 14) the basic laws
of the game, the basic strokes and the ‘star’
4-ball break (pivot ball remaining by the
peg).
B. Content of Grade I Coaching - the
list of things the Grade | Coach should be
able and prepared to teach ranges from
Grip, Stance, Swing, through Concept of
Ratio and various straight croquet strokes to
the Standard Opening, Rules of Handicap
Play, and the ‘star’ 4-ball break.
C. Qualifications required to become
a Grade 1 Coach - Aspiring Coaches
should be:
1. Of Handicap 14 or below.
2. A member of the Croquet Association.
3. Prepared to coach at least one group of
beginners a year.
Grade | coaches will not be required to
coach outside their own clubs but it is hoped
that many will be prepared to travel to new
clubs in their locality to help the national
development of the game.
D. Procedure for appointing Grade I
Coaches
Each aspirant must attend one of the Grade
I Coaching Seminars arranged by RCOs in
the Spring.

A standard charge of £3 (1986) will be
made to each person who attends the
Seminar to cover the cost of Seminar
materials, badges and expenses incurred by
the RCOs. It is hoped that many clubs, who
will reap the benefit of having more
Coaches, will consider reimbursing their
members for attending.

For their first beginners course following
the Seminar, aspiring Coaches will be
expected to keep a log of their lessons. The
RCO or another qualified Coach acting on
their behalf will visit the potential Coach
during one lesson. At the end of the course
the log is shown or sent to the RCO, who will
discuss it with the potential Coach.

At the end of the season, or when they
have completed their coaching for the
season, all Grade | Coaches (whether
previously appointed or awaiting
appointment) will complete a brief Grade |

Coaching pro-forma.

Grade | Coaching badges will be
awarded following completion of the above,
except where:

1. The coach is seen to be unable to ade-
quately demonstrate basic techniques (for
example, a 4-ball break or a roll-stroke)

2. The manner and personality of the
Coach obviously deters some beginners
from continuing to play the game.

E. Procedure for Review of Annual
Re-appointmenis

The keeping of a log is not mandatory in
ensuing years, although it is hoped that new
Coaches will recognise the usefulness of this
exercise and that many will want to keep a
personal record of their coaching experi-
ences, achievements, and ideas.

A list of Coaches appointed under the
Scheme will be kept and published in
‘Croquet’ (on appointment) and in the CA
Directory. A Coach may be removed from
the list in future if:

1. The coach ceases to coach beginners
regularly.
2. No
received.
3. Information from the Coaching Reports
or visits to the coaching sessions etc suggest
that the coach is no longer having the effect
of helping and encouraging beginners to
take up or continue with the game,

annual coaching reports are

Chris Hudson coaching at Leicester

Grade Il Syllabus
A. Scope of Grade Il Coaching - to help
players between handicaps of approxi-
mately 14 and 6 to improve their mastery of
strokes and the laws and tactics of handicap
play.
B. Content of Grade Il Coaching - the
list of things that the Grade Il Coach should
be able and prepared to teach ranges from
refining the 4-ball break (mobile pivot and
alternative placing of pioneers) through 2
and 3 ball breaks and tactics of 3 ball endings
to single peels, jump shots and basic
cannons.
C. Qualifications required to become
a Grade Il Coach - Aspiring Coaches
should be:
1. Referees
2. Of Handicap 6 or below
3. Members of the Croquet Association
4. Prepared to coach outside their own
Clubs
D. Procedure for appointing Grade 11
Coaches- Each aspirant must attend one of
the Grade Il Weekend Courses arranged
each year by the National Coaching
Committee.

A standard charge of £3 (1986) will be
made to each aspirant Coach who attends -

(Continued on page 6)
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National Coaching Scheme
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Croquet in London

The National Coaching Scheme Request for Information 2
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: i werformed one of the most wonderful feats € OWISS was much more fun: seven
d, both with for 6 perf )f ful
:&J' [;{orllf: 1 i léuc::?w :L::!LS:S -l g o s ever seenona croguel lawn 1*e:rrercfa]r;£-'br3;:i ball by the peg. rounds in two days for everyone, finishing
rs M. - : - - Z ;
R. sRace s i 3:"1 11712713 April: Souihport, To b rifn by bhe won the Luard Chellenge Cup at with two mega-bodge games !Pljlchard beat
N. Gooch - Bear of ¥ > Roebampton. Lamb + 1, MacLeod beat Hilditch +3) at
Rodborough RO pioiker He did not lose one point in the final seven o'clock. Of the four selectees for the
Dr D. Gugan - Bristol 9/10/11 May: Cheltenham. To be run by against Mr H. T P. Simpson. My Ell lost both imminent Chairman’s/S. Ell, three lost in
Mrs R. Gugan - Bristol John McCullough arnis in the war. the first round (Cordingley, Hilditch,
J.R. McCullough - Bristo! Further courses may be arranged, if Nothing remains of the left arm, but Prichard); while Guest kept losing to
Mrs F. Ransom - Bristol necessary, to satisfy demand. there is a stump to the right and to this the members of Hurlingham (Pearson, Coles) to
:f?s’om i g";;u.l h Sal mallet is screwed. Mr S[Ma”(‘()r Ell pk{ps a end up in the bottom half. The Swiss was Hllrlinghall:l: 24'26 Allgllsi
P 'D'an::zm :B:dl:}gh S:I:z::gz JOHN McCULLOUGH sound all-round game and is particularly won l_)y Smith - exactly how is difficult to RESULTS
h"lrs E. Pursey - Budleigh Salterton - 1 clever in getting bis ball through the boop. describe ]JECBI:ISE the mang,j rounds meant (Swiss Handicap Singles)
P. Tunmer - Budleigh Salterton His bandicap is 3 2 biseies. a) that the writer was P]as‘ll_lﬂ most of the 5 ying: N. Gale (5%2)
Mrs G.D. Harris - Cheltenham He played so cleverly yesterday that bis time and b) that the Swiss became a 4 wins:C.B. Sanford(41%), J. Straw (4), J. Guest
A.B. Hope - Cheltenham opponent was allowed only four difficult Byzantine. As the tournament clashed with (V2) 1
F.I. Maugham - Cheltenham shots and failed to ‘take croquet’. He was, both Nottingham and Bowdon, while the 3 wins: T. Coles (2}2), A. Palmer (1), Rev N.
Miss I. Roe - Cheltenham indeed, a speclator for practically the whole South Coast clubs are now sadly lacking in Briowne (5%2), G.IDoughty (3%2), J. Greenwood
Dr G. Taylor - Cheltenham of the game. travellers, it was effectively a Championship (1'2), D. Cross (4%2), M. Haggerstor.l (6)
Mrs B.G.F. Weitz - Cheltenham F ity of London, and a capital couple of days. 2 wins: J. E‘|;! I\; J;ﬁlrleg;('?][.)wl; I():EIHISDTI {g). :rs
P. Dyke - Nailsea Tk | il o= : E. Bressey (5), R. Hall (9), Dr R. Clayton (7), Mrs
J. Jeffrey - Nailsea Daiid Piterson. © ' balf pint dowbles s CHARD P. MacDonald (5%), B. Whitehouse (3), M.
K. Cotterell - Harwell Fiiood Rt specialist! RESULTS: Ste\.:ens (Y2)
Mrs M. Cotterell - Harwell Ascor Bokebies The Rowlock Challenge Trophy l%)lm'n: Mrsli:. ;I'[eal[)y (7 'flzc::. ; Browne (6), Mrs S.
BR';: AME:{:::-Smlth < E: rnizli: p— ; o ;j i;)-‘r H After much deliberation Aiton pegged (Advanced Play) ayles (B F. MacDosald (5)
.F.A. - Phylli u iditied ¥ . vlephone 4 h :
D.J. Croker - Phyllis Court David Croker - one of 68 CA Coaches appointed Ascol ((990) 23311 e i o Sall 700 o ] bel'e"et B N Nidb b e s 17(TP); J.E
T o i turing 1985. Tolox ulterior motive - so giving the opponents a e ! : : Mo
::"i;l' Dwﬁrryhouse : g::’“““:; Our croquet lawn offers an idyllic Fyfﬁzzsp;tg:::ﬂ?;u‘:?:%;?:;:q;gg:;‘;’;fé Cordingley + 3; P.L. Smith bt J.R. Hilditch + 15;
LWENTVION S = GG i A.J. Mrozinski bt J.C. Straw + 10; M.G. Pearson
Miss M Hardman - Sidmouth AMPNEY PARK CROQUET setiing ff" a relaxed game of croquet. the peg into red thus exposing it, to avoid bt LP.M. Macdonald +1(T);: E.W. Solomon bt
J. Hatherley - Sidmouth WEEKENDS Ol;‘r Leisure Bre.al;lWeekends acl;ford giving a lift). Anyway, J Carlisle took the lift W.T. Coles +19 v
J.P. Dawson - Woking Avid d h ticed that th feﬁ'cE g;’!ezt;wer]':;g tt act'::lo‘:lll]mo i‘ﬂIOH and hit the short shot. The cat and mouse  2nd Round:
:\;IG‘ Il\f'ch;:rg.ld : % Wok{ng :{l S rfna% sl Ke p : VT SAUERI, SEERIIO R T IRELEY L D, game that ensued was nail biting. MacLeod Mulliner bt Guest + 12; Greenwood bt Lamb + 9;
AT; l’fr‘ozirisl:i‘-i it :$gl|:;:g :f;ferlls?menl l;)‘r rt.:iqmla.:_at m[‘)np:y ?l: Hyperlotll RleStf’ urar{t forfthe fully had about half a dozen more shots but did Smith bt Mrozinski +4; Solomon bt Pearson
A3, Miosies g Parsnni o iffers from e advertisement in the inclusive price of not hit in, and only missed by a hair's +26(TP)
M.J. Coward S Barions Creca prem;;:us'lssu.e. h o i sl £32.50 per person, per night. breadth on several occasions. History Semi-Finals:
Mrs B. Mansfield - Roehampton Thefact 1s that fomeliing-the a'ganen One night of your stay must include a relates the rest. Mulliner bt Greenwood +26, +25; Solomon bt
) people asked for more details following the Saturday when we are sure you will Smith + 24, +24
Mrs E.E. Bressey Roehampton fi ; hich unf I did ; : Another excellent match was played
irst advel'_tlsement, which un crrtunatla’!,lI i enjoy our Dinner Dance. between Aiton and P. Torrington. Aiton's Final:
not make it clea.lrthal the accommodation at = fifth - fin - séstple s “proceeding Mulliner bt Solomon + 26(TP), + 7(TP)
AmgnegihPﬂrk is Ii:ll doublf:-rgomed. 3 beautifully when with two peels done a third Swiss: (Ad\a_'anced Play)
singles thiossfai:; doa E:]i?ﬁl::]:l!ty zz:ew;nﬁzpi hoop blob let Torrington in who went round g w:ns: gm‘(‘ih :
) s i : : wins: Cordingley
that no-one has been inconvenienced, and tiﬁd?:clk' t:etlm; S;zt;;::’ lzi::iti:roa :_zi 4 wins: Hilditch, Coles, Prichard, Mrozinski,
that those who may have been disappointed Trustlmse Forte HOtClS gul ralf eel::lult. bgdl makFi’ng ol f‘ul:lher Miss MacLeod
will join one of the other coaching weekends For further details please contact us fodtiet i“f sssible Tg"in ton therfwith Bis 3 wins: Greenwood, Lamb, Guest, Ormerod
that we are aiming to organise during 1986. at the above address. q P . g 2 wins: Pearson

backward ball went round to the peg in so

1 win: Straw, Macdonald

A relaxed Bevis Sanfored
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Tournament Reports and Results

Cheltenham: 5-8 September

Cheltenham B Level - the ideal tournament?
It would seem so, especially for non-playing
wives. One game in the morning, one after
lunch, and then, except for the occasional
laggard, hubby home in good time for
dinner!

Not merely that: the Swiss format is
admirably suited to a level play tournament
in which the handicap spread, as at
Cheltenham, ranged from 2 to 7. Every
player found his own level as the tournament
progressed and nobody went home without
the satisfaction of at least one win.

A bookmaker might perhaps have made

the 2's odds-on favourites. In the event it was
an Oxford University player, with seemingly
only an outside chance, who romped home
clear of the field, winning every one of his
eight games. M.R. Wormald was indeed a
most deserving winner, not least because of
his modest, self-effacing mpnner. He had
started the season at handicap 8, was cut 3
points after the Varsity match, and has now
been dealt instant justice with a further cut to
4. Well done indeed.

Three competitors came joint second
with 6 wins each: A.F. Sutcliffe (2%,
Ellesmere), R.A. Welch (4, Edgbaston) and
Cheltenham’s promising lady player Mrs C.
Smith (3).

Two other of the 12 ladies in the
tournament did well with 5 wins: Mrs J.
Neville-Rolfe (32, Hunstanton) and Mrs
F.A. Newman (3, Woking).

Of the men, it was good to see veteran
J. McLaren (3, a Cheltenham country mem-
ber from Kettering!) coming back into form
with 5 wins, a total also achieved by M.J.
Finn (6, Cheltenham) J. Coutts (2, Chelten-
ham) R.J.Smith (3%2, Woking) C.L.
Greenbury (5%2, Phyllis Court), and, not
to be outdone by his wife, F.H. Newman
(3, Woking).

BILL BAWDEN.

Northern

Championships
Bowdon: 17-26 August

Croquet is the work of the

Cursing Classes?

Arriving at Bowdon for the longest event in
the Calendar, regular visitors noticed
innovations this year. Lawn 3 had grass on
it, the clubhouse was even more improved
inside and Barry Keen was back at the
manager's table but without his computer.
Eddie Bell was unable to compete because of
recent illness, but he did appear from time to
time to nod with approval at the work of his
hoop-setting disciple, Bill Aldridge. lan
Maugham had to bow out halfway through
when he fell off lawn 3 and cracked a bone in
his knee. After this, Pat Hague had less
cause to complain about the standard of
language on the lawns, although we did find
out what a vicar says when he clangs a hoop.

The standard of entry was higher than
ever, and it is worthy of note that even
the rapidly improving high- and middle-
bisquers, who would have sliced their way
easily through a normal handicap event,
had their work cut out against established
players who play to, or better than, their
handicaps. Locals David Watkins, Roy
Edwards and David Maugham all looked
menacing with their bisques, of which they
now have fewer, while 14-year old Chris
Clarke (‘Bennet’s Bandit’) from Queen
Elizabeth’s, Blackburn, earned handicap
reductions before, during and after play.

This led to some interesting pairings in
the handicap doubles. Gunasekera and
Clarke might have proved a powerful
combination if Chris had not started
advising Dayal on tactics. Another really
strong pair was Hyne and Watkins, the
eventual winners, who fortunately did not
take long over their games: both were in
constant demand by the manager and most
events had no time limit.

There was, however, a time limit of five
hours (!) on the open doubles, which was
necessary in one game. I won't name the
culprits, but one was wearing red gloves.

The manager had a knack of putting the
best entertainment on lawn 1. On Tuesday
Paul Stoker was in a close finish against
Nick Hyne. Paul ran rover in order acciden-
tally on a croquet stroke, hit Nick’s yellow in
the fourth corner, pegged it out from there
on a split shot and laid up. Nick ran rover
from the North boundary cleanly to land up
next to black and blue!

Roy Edwards and Mike Sandler, both of
whom played well throughout, had a good
finish. Mike was for peg and peg but failed to
peg out when Roy had 212 bisques left, being
for 2 and 6. Roy had a break to the peg but
had an unfortunate accident with the other
ball when he got to 1-back.

The gallery was delighted by the Reed
Cup game between Keen and Walters. John
failed a triple peel and twice managed the
four-balls-round-rover leave. Later on he
pegged out two balls when for rover versus
five. After some cat-and-mouse play, Barry
got round to penult despite some fierce
opposition from the double-bankers who
wandered repeatedly across his line of aim
whenever he was about to take a long shot.

Wednesday was triple-peel day. David
Peterson had already done one in a handicap
game and there were more to come, but
within a short space of time John Walters did
a losing TPO and Keith Aiton and Dayal
Gunsekera both did straight triples. Keith
had in fact done a special sort of triple the
previous day, recorded as “ + 26TPD’ (D for
Denzell).

Denzell Gardens was the site of the fifth
lawn to which most players were banished at
some stage. One day Bill Aldridge had spent
seven hours there by 5.40 pm only to be sent
back there, clocking up ten hours, and to
find himself back there the following day. To
be fair, though, the lawn is neither as bumpy
as last year nor as appallingly slow as it was
when we first used it a few years ago. Bill's
record was challenged by Colin Wild and
Angus Peterson, who one day returned at
3.20 pm having been sent out at 9.30 for a
game whose time limit had to be re-imposed
by an intrepid exploratory sub-manager
when everybody began to wonder if the
natives had got them.

There was much hilarity on lawn 1 when
the triple-banked golf croquet was started on
the Tuesday evening, preceded by a cere-
monious reading of the Laws. Last year's
winner was knocked out in the first round by
the real Mrs Hague, who reached the final,
but the best game was the first-round
meeting between Gunasekera and Clarke,
who contested the first hoop for more than
twenty minutes until Dayal caused Chris’s
ball to run it with a cut-rush-cannon-jump-
peel.

Still on the theme of spectacle, there
were Mark Suter’s red ‘Ripper’ gloves, the
familiar Kolboid hats, and some shots in
otherwise unremarkable games. Mark
Suter, aiming to make a mess of a straight

David Opensbaw.: North of England

Champion for the thirvd time.

triple peel, managed it earlier than intended
by stuffing his pilot ball into the hoop at
3-back and then jumping over the hoop
rather than through it. John Meads
managed a neat half-jump pegout at Denzell
and also a splendid shot which went three
feet in the air over a hoop, bounced once and
made the intended roquet.

And so to the results of the week: Chris
Hudson played well and won the B-class,
adopting his invariable tactic of going to the
pegq at the first opportunity and waiting for the
opponent to make a mistake. Would this work
in the top-class event at the weekend? We
would shortly find out. Two local danger men,
Roy Edwards and David Watkins, won the
C and D-class respectively and should be a
class better next season. But it was the
handicap events and the A-class which
showed the best croquet.

The A-class provided excellent games on
lawn 1. We wondered why Keith Aiton clanged
3-back against Tim Harrison, and we found
out a few turns later when he did a quadruple
peel, including a superb split to peel 4-back on
the way to 6 and a rover peel which never
touched the sides. In the other half, Bill
Aldridge earned a silver medal by beating
John Walters despite disturbance from a red-
gloved double-banker while the pegout was
being lined up.

So Bill played Keith in the final. Bill went
to 4-back in the fifth turn, Keith missed the lift
and Bill skilfully picked up and completed a
triple peel under nice control.

In the semi-finals of the X Roy Edwards
easily beat the disabled lan Maugham, and

The Northern Championships

Chris Clarke played Nick Hyne. Losses to
David Maugham in the D-class and to Don
Gaunt, who had punished his kamikaze
tactics in the Reed Cup, had taught Chris to
treat opponents with respect. Nick hit and
went to penultimate in the third turn. The
Bandit was unflustered and used most of his
bisques sensibly, finishing with one left. In the
final he beat Roy comfortably, a real credit to
his teacher, who has NOTHING WHATSO-
EVER to do with his liking for dangerous
shots.

Barry, assisted at the manager’s table by
Audrey Croker, had finished despite the
blockers, and was prepared for the invasion
of the big guns for Event 1. There were
surprises: Keen beat Irwin, Martin Granger-
Brown beat Hilditch, Mike Sandler beat Tim
Harrison, and Jan MacLeod beat Steve Lewis.
Steve was in such a state that he forgot his last
lift which would have easily given him the
innings. In the other half, Steve beat Keith
Aitonwho had tripled him out. Both TPOs in
the Northerns lost the game, just after the
publication of Keith's letter on the subject. The
best win in the first round was by David
Foulser, who had been for the first hoop with
both balls when Bill Aldridge pegged out one.

Chris Hudson's tactics worked against
Andrew Bennet. who made mistakes, but not
against David Openshaw, who didn’t. Later
David showed his winning temperament by
beating Mark Avery by 1 from behind, his
shots becoming typically more accurate as
the pressure increased.

John McCullough, having been knocked
out of the Draw by Steve Lewis after trying
his famous wrong-ball ploy, won the Process
final against Openshaw, so the two had to
play again for the gallery. David hit the tice
and went to 4-back. John missed the lift, and
it looked as if the result would be 26 TP until
David found an unusual method for the four-
balls-round-rover leave, wiring himself from
the unused ball in the peeling stroke, not
having made rover himself. He tried to
roquet through the hoop, but caught too
much wire. John went to 4-back at his usual
speed. Some very cagey play followed, with
David gaining the innings after John missed
a roquet and pegging out six turns later.

Thanks are due to Bill Aldridge for his
early-morning work on the hoops and lawns,
to Margaret Aldridge and her mother for the
catering, to the various club members who
put in the work behind the scenes and, of
course, to Barry Keen for managing the
longest - and the toughest - tournament of
the year.

ANDREW BENNET

RESULTS
Championship of the North of England

DRAW

1st Round:

D.K. Openshaw bt C.J. Irwin + 5; D. Foulser bt D.
Gaunt +17; M. Granger-Brown bt A.J. Collin
+17; Miss J. MacLeod bt S.E. Lewis +16; A.
Bennet bt S. Kos + 16; M. Avery bt P. Cordingley
+4; B.A. Keen bt J.D. Meads + 22; D. Croker bt
N.G. Hyne +20; D. Peterson bt Mrs P. Hague
+23(TP); W.O. Aldridge bt M. Ormerod + 8; J.R.
Hilditch bt P. Stoker + 24; J.R. McCullough bt C.
Southern +24; M. Kolbuszewski bt C. Hudson
+17; J. Walters bt K.M.H. Aiton +25; M.H.
Sandler bt C. Lamb + 8; T. Harrison bt M.J.
Wilkins + 12

2nd Round:

Openshaw bt Foulser +22; Granger-Brown bt
Miss MacLeod +13; Avery bt Bennet +24;
Croker bt Keen + 16; Aldridge bt Peterson + 22;
McCullough bt Hilditch +13; Walters bt
Kolbuszewski + 20; Sandler bt Harrison + 2
3rd Round:

Openshaw bt Granger-Brown +12: Avery bt
Croker +26; McCullough bt Aldridge +13;
Walters bt Sandler +13

Semi-Finals:

Openshaw bt Avery + 1; McCullough bt Walters
+18

Final:

McCullough bt Openshaw + 12

PROCESS

1st Round:

Irwin bt Mrs Hague + 17; Kolbuszewski bt Kos
+ 24; Granger-Brown bt Hildiich + 16; Keen bt
Lamb + 13; Ormerod bt Gaunt +5; Aiton bt
Avery + 15; Lewis bt McCullough + 5; Harrison bt
Hyne + 3; Openshaw bt Peterson + 14; Hudson bt
Bennet + 18; Stoker bt Collin + 12; Sandler bt
Meads + 1; Foulser bt Aldridge + 1; Walters bt
Cordingley + 7; Miss MacLeod bt Southern + 18;
Croker bt Wilkins + 13

2nd Round:

Irwin bt Kolbuszewski + 24(TP); Keen bt Granger-
Brown +9; Aiton bt Ormerod + 17; Lewis bt
Harrison +19; Openshaw bt Hudson +10;
Stoker bt Sandler + 10; Walters bt Foulser + 17;
Croker bt Miss MacLeod + 16

3rd Round:

Keen bt Irwin +13; Lewis bt Aiton + 10(TP);
Openshaw bt Stoker + 11; Walters bt Croker + 14
Semi-Finals:

Lewis bt Keen + 18; Openshaw bt Walters + 17
Final:

Openshaw bt Lewis + 22

Play-Off:

Openshaw bt McCullough + 11

Doubles Championship of the North of
England

Semi-Finals:

Aldridge & Lewis bt Gaunt & Haste + 6; Keen &
Irwin bt Harrison & Granger-Brown + 14

Final:

Aldridge & Lewis bt Keen & Irwin + 21

Golf Croquet Championship of the North of
England

Winner: T. Harris

Runner-Up: Mrs P. Hague

Open Singles (Advanced Play)

DRAW

1st Round:

T. Harrison bt J.R. Mann +3; C. Southern bt
M. Granger-Brown +21; D. Gunasekera bt
D. Croker +4; D. Peterson bt D. Gaunt + 3
2nd Round:

N.G. Hyne bt K. Aiton +17; P. Stoker bt M.
Kolbuszewski +2; J. Walters bt A. Bennet +4;
Harrison bt Southern +9; Gunasekera bt F.I.
Maugham + 1; Peterson bt J.D. Meads + 13; Mrs
M.P. Collin bt P. Hallett +22; W.O. Aldridge bt
B.A.Keen +24

3rd Round:

Hyne bt Stoker +9; Walters bt Harrison +4;
Peterson bt Gunasekera +13; Aldridge bt Mrs
Collin + 10

Semi-Finals:

Walters bt Hyne + 26(TP); Aldridge bt Peterson
+2

Final:

Aldridge bt Walters + 17

PROCESS

1st Round:

Aiton bt Meads + 26(TP); Kolbuszewski bt Hallett
+ 12; Hyne bt Mrs Collin + 2; Stoker bt Aldridge
+4

2nd Round:

Aiton bt Southern + 16(STP); Bennet bt Keen
+ 10; Gunasekera bt Kolbuszewski + 15(STP);
Harrison bt Peterson + 7; Hyne bt Granger-Brown
+22; Walters bt Maugham +22; Croker bt
Stoker + 2; Gaunt bt Mann + 11

3rd Round:

Aiton bt Bennet +21; Harrison bt Gunasekera
+3; Hyne bt Walters + 9(TPO); Croker bt Gaunt
+12

Semi-Finals:

Aiton bt Harrison + 26(QP); Croker bt Hyne + 15
Final:

Aiton bt Croker +19

Play-Off:
Aldridge bt Aiton + 26(TP) (and wins a CA Silver
Medal)

il = Triple Peel

TPO = Triple Peel on Opponent
STP = Straight Triple Peel
QP = Quadruple Peel

f

Mary Collin making Rover in front of the TV
cameras at Bowdon

‘B’ Class Singles Championship

(Advanced Play)

DRAW

1st Round:

M.H. Sandler bt Mrs P. Hague + 13; M.J. Wilkins
bt S. Kos + 18; C. Hudson bt M. Suter +3
Semi-Finals:

Sandler bt Wilkins + 16; Hudson bt Mrs A. Croker
+13

PROCESS

1st Round:

Mrs Hague bt Mrs Croker + 12; Hudson bt Wilkins
+ 12; Suter bt Sandler + 3

Semi-Finals:

Hudson bt Mrs Hague + 19; Suter bt Kos + 13
Marriage

Semi-Final:

Suter bt Sandler + 25

Final:

Hudson bt Suter + 17

‘C’' Class Singles Championship
(All-play-all Level Play)

3 wins: R.R. Edwards

2 wins: Mrs C.E. Irwin

1 win: C. Wild

0 wins: P. Dyke

‘D’ Class Singles Championship

(Level Play)

DRAW

1st Round:

D. Maugham bt K. McCombe + 12; C. Clarke bt
Mrs D. Dennett +5; D. Watkins bt Mrs J. Walker
+15

Semi-Finals:

Maugham bt Clarke + 10; Watkins bt A. Peterson
+ 10

Final: Watkins bt Maugham + 6
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Club News and Tournament Results

The Northern Championship
(Cont’d from Page 9)

PROCESS

1st Round:

Watkins bt McCombe +8; Mrs Dennett bt A.
Peterson + 5; Maugham bt Mrs J. Walker + 6
Semi-Finals:

Watkins bt Mrs Dennett + 7; Clarke bt Maugham
+12

Final: Watkins bt Clarke +3

Winner: D. Watkins
Play-Off for 2nd Place:
Clarke bt Maugham + 11

The Bowdon Handicap

DRAW

1st Round:

B.A. Keen (V2) bt P.D. Hallett (1) +26; Mrs A.
Croker (532) bt C. Southern (12) + 15; S. Kos (4) bt
Mrs P. Hague (4) +2; D. Maugham (14) bt M.
Kolbuszewski (112) + 5; F.I. Maugham (2) bt Mrs
M.P. Collin (1%2) +25; T.D. Harrison (1%2) bt
W.0. Aldridge ('2) + 26

2nd Round:

Mrs C.E. Irwin (6%2) bt K. McCombe (14) +12;
M.H. Sandler (3'2) bt P. Stoker (2'2) +23; C.
Clarke (13) bt P. Dyke (9) + 24; D. Peterson ('/2) bt
M.J. Wilkins (4) + 3; N.G. Hyne (1) bt J.R. Mann
(2) +7; K. Aiton (-1) bt J.D. Meads (1) ;22; Keen bt
Mrs J. Walker (13) + 14; Mrs Croker bt Kos +11;
D. Maugham (12) bt F.I. Maugham + 4; A. Bennet
(1) bt Harrison + 5; D. Gaunt (1%2) bt M. Granger-
Brown (2Y2) + 23; D. Croker (-/2) bt J. Walters (1/2)
+15; D. Watkins (13) bt C. Wild (9) + 15; M. Suter
(5) bt C. Hudson (3) +26; R.R. Edwards (9) bt D.
Gunasekera (-2) + 24

3rd Round:

Sandler bt Mrs Irwin + 14; Clarke bt Peterson
+21; Hyne bt Aiton +26; Keen bt Mrs Croker
+20; F.I. Maugham bt Bennet +16; Gaunt bt
Croker +26; Suter bt Watkins + 6; Edwards bt
A. Peterson (16) +11

4th Round:

Clarke bt Sandler +5; Hyne bt Keen +16; F.I.
Maugham bt Gaunt + 24; Edwards bt Suter + 18
Semi-Finals:

Clarke bt Hyne + 16; Edwards bt F.I. Maugham
+6

Final: Clarke bt Edwards + 20

Bowdon Handicap ‘Y’

Semi-Finals:

Wilkins bt Meads +21; Wild bt Granger-Brown
+9

Final: Wild bt Wilkins + 10

The Bowdon Doubles

(Minimum Handicap: 5 bisques total)
Semi-Finals:

Hyne & Watkins bt Aldridge & Mrs Taylor-Webb
+ 25; Harrison & Sandler bt Mann & Dyke + 6
Final:

Hyne & Watkins bt Harrison & Sandler + 4

The Reed Cup

(Handicap Singles)

1st Round:

T. Harrison (1%2) bt M. Kolbuszewski (1'2) + 10;
A. Peterson (16) bt C. Wild (9) + 2; C. Southern
(%2) bt D. Gunasekera (-12) + 20; D. Gaunt (1Y2) bt
D. Croker (-Y2) + 10; C. Clarke (13) bt M. Suter (5)
+21;C.J. Irwin (-1) bt J.D. Meads (1) + 10; S. Kos
(4) bt F.I. Maugham (2) +24

2nd Round:

Mrs M.P. Collin (1%2) bt W.O. Aldridge ('2)
+3; D. Watkins (13) bt A. Bennet (1) +16;
K. McCombe (14) bt J.R. Mann (2) +23;
M. Granger-Brown (2%2) bt P. Hallett (1) +14;
D. Peterson(Y2) bt P. Stoker (2Y2) + 20; N.G. Hyne
(1) bt M.J. Wilkins (4) +4; D. Maugham (14) bt
Harrison + 10; Southern bt A. Peterson +11;:

COMPTON: 27-28 July
RESULTS

Cowhorn Trophy (Advanced Rules)

1st Round

Mrs W.R.D. Wiggins bt A.J. Palmer +14; A.J.
Mrozinski bt J.R. Hilditch +2; P. Cordingley bt
N.G.Hyne + 16(TP); D. Peterson bt K.M.H. Aiton
+6; G.W. Noble bt Dr W.R.D. Wiggins + 9(TPO);
J.0. Walters bt S.J.H. Wright +9; J.E. Guest bt
Dr R. Wood + 4; R.D.C. Prichard bt M.J. Stevens
+18

2nd Round

Mrs Wiggins bt Mrozinski +6; Cordingley bt
Peterson +9; Walters bt Noble +13; Guest bt
Prichard + 11

Semi-Finals

Cordingley bt Mrs Wiggins -13, + 14, + 14; Guest
bt Walters -14, + 14, + 26(TP)

Final

Cordingley bt Guest + 1, + 26(TP)

Cowbell Trophy

(Progressive Swiss: Open Singles)

5 wins: J.O. Walters

4 wins: K.M.H. Aiton, R.D.C. Prichard,
D. Peterson

3 wins: S.J.H. Wright, G.W. Noble, N.G. Hyne,
Mrs W.R.D. Wiggins

2 wins: Dr R. Wood, A.J. Palmer, M.J. Stevens
1 win: J.R. Hilditch, A.J. Mrozinski

0 wins: Dr W.R.D. Wiggins

Colchester: 9-11 August

RESULTS

(Swiss Handicap Singles)

7 wins: N. Gale

6 wins: R. Sutherland

5 wins: L. Palmer, P. Williams, D. Palmer,
M. French, P. Elliott

4 wins: R.D.C. Prichard, M. Kolbuszewski,
J. Williams, H. Green, J. Walters, T. Anderson,
T. Harrison

3 wins: R. Hobbs, Mrs J. Anderson, J. Wheeler,
P. Bishop, G. Hallett, R. Girling, G. Cuttle

2 wins: Miss C. Pearce, P. Hetherington, Mrs B.
Carter, Mrs R. Stanley-Smith, T. Ballard

1 win: V. Carter

0 wins: Mrs D. Hiscott

Tracy Park Croquet Club

The second annual Edwardian Day was held
on Sunday 15th September.

Members were joined by visitors from the
Bath, Lansdown, and Bear of Rodborough
Clubs, all beautifully dressed in Edwardian
clothes. Some 39 adults and 3 children
assembled in front of Tracy Park House for
the start of a Golf Croquet Doubles Competi-
tion. Play commenced at 1.00 pm and
although the skies were cloudy, it remained

Gaunt bt Clarke + 3; Irwin bt Kos + 11; B.A. Keen
(Y2) bt Mrs D. Dennett (16) +6; J. Walters (12) bt
Mrs A. Croker (5%2) +20; R.R. Edwards (9) bt
C. Hudson (3) +9; Mrs P. Hague (4) bt Mrs J.
Walker (13) +10; M.H. Sandler (3'%2) bt P. Dyke
(9) + 14; K. Aiton (-1) bt Mrs C.E. Irwin (6'2) +22
3rd Round:

Watkins bt Mrs Collin + 23; McCombe bt Granger-
Brown + 6; Hyne bt D. Peterson + 16; Southern bt
D. Maugham + 11; Gaunt bt Irwin + 26; Walters bt
Keen + 3; Edwards bt Mrs Hague + 8; Sandler bt
Aiton + 19

4th Round:

Watkins bt McCombe + 8; Hyne bt Southern + 26;
Walters bt Gaunt + 13: Sandler bt Edwards + 8
Semi-Finals:

Hyne bt Watkins + 2; Walters bt Sandler +4

Final: Hyne bt Walters + 22

dry.
The ladies, very elegant in their long
dresses, encountered the difficulties that
ladies of the Edwardian era had experienced,
so they adopted the traditional side style.
This produced an amusing spectacle and
sometimes, amazing results.

Whilst play was in progress the children
were enjoying themselves in the grounds,
especially with the squirrels.

(Above) The lawns at Tracy Park in front of
the Cliub Howuse.

(Left) Jane Evans, of Bath, on the lefl in ber
prize winning outfit. Margaret Anstey of
Tracy Park is on the right.

An excellent buffet tea was taken in the
restaurant at 4.00 pm and was very welcome
because the weather had become quite
chilly. However, people turned out to watch
the finals being played, the eventual winners
being Pete Garrard {Bath and Tracy Park)
and Jim Butler (Tracy Park).

The presentations were made in the
comfort of the lounge.

Jane Evans (Bath) won the prize for the
best dressed person and chocolates were
awarded to the children, who by their
efforts, had made this a family occasion.

The day ended with a prize draw and 20
happy winners.

JOHN EASTMAN
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The Changing Scene — by Jim Townsend

In two previous articles I described post-war
changes in customs of the game, changes
mainly of a peripheral nature such as
shaking hands after a game. In this, my
third and last contribution, | have moved
away from changing customs, but deal with
a much more radical feature, the post-war
revolution in the structure of the Calendar
Fixtures List.

When | started playing croquet nearly
forty years ago week-end tournaments were
unheard of, other possibly than unofficial
tournaments partaking more of weekend
parties than serious games; and yet today we
find that the CA Fixtures Book includes
some 40 week-end tournaments. How has
this come about? It is interesting and indeed
important to try and account for this. If |
were asked for the reason in one word,
I would say sociological.

In the years following the end of the
1939-1945 War the majority of players
whom one met at Tournaments were the
survivors of the pre-war era and consisted
mainly of the leisured class, many of course
being what are now described as senior
citizens. Recruits to croquet were sparse and
the average age of players must have been
nearer sixty than fifty. It was indeed
comparatively rare to find any players
vounger than 40, a notable and only starry
exception for a number of years being John
Solomon who played in his first Tournament
in 1948 at the age of 16.

A large proportion of the post-war
survivors had both the time and the means
available to ‘do the circuit’ and play in full
week Tournaments regularly. I recall Hope
Rotherham telling me during one August
Hurlingham Tournament that she hadn't
seen her garden for over a month. Indeed, in
the 1954 Prize List published in the Gazette,
her name is recorded at no less than nine
tournaments, in addition to which she had
no doubt played at others where she had
failed to reach the final stages. Mention of
Hope reminds me that there was a much
larger proportion of top-class lady players in
those days, many of whom were wives (or
widows) of male enthusiasts, many having
presumably finished with the raising of
families, and found croquet a fulfilling way of
spending their leisure hours.

Around 1960 the Council began to be
seriously exercised about the gradual
disappearance of the pre-war generation of
players, with only a small intake of new
plavers, leading to a serious risk of the
competitive game inevitably petering out.
A few of the younger generation who had at
that time been attracted to croquet were
encouraged to write recruiting articles in the
Gazette, including Lloyd Pratt, Meachem,
Camroux and Jesson Dibley, the latter
incidentally appearing at the last
Roehampton Spring Tournament after a
virtual absence from the courts for many
vears.

I recall an editorial which | wrote in 1960
which opened with the words of Thomas

Grey, ‘Regardless of their doom the little
victims play’, adding that although the
author had a different age group in mind
than that exemplified by the general run of
croquet players, the words could have a real
significance for a once thriving croquet club
which could be seen to be rapidly folding up
because of dwindling membership. There
followed a slow but steady response, and a
healthy feature was the gradual emergence
of players from the Universities. In this
connection the name of Mrs Heley must
always be remembered as having been the
fount of a rich vein of talent from Cambridge.

The growing number of young players
however introduced one major problem. In
contrast to the earlier generation of players
who were able to devote a large proportion of
the summer months to croquet, many of the
new blood were breadwinners who could ill
spare more than a full week or two, if only in
fairness to family commitments. Herein lay
the germ of week-end tournaments.

The Cheltenham club was among the
first, if not the first, to recognise the
necessity of meeting the needs of week-end
players and by 1966 had already introduced
what has now become to be regarded as
their traditional pattern of 5 week-end
Tournaments each year. | suspect that the
fertile mind of Edgar Jackson provided the
impetus for their introduction, which proved
asuccess from the start, over-subscription of
entries being a regular feature during the
score or so years of their running. An
interesting recent development is that a
number of smaller or newly established
clubs with limited lawn capacity who would
find a full week Tournament a strain on their
facilities have seized the opportunity of
introducing week-end Tournaments into the
CA Calendar.

A notable attraction of a week-end
Tournament is of course that players are
guaranteed six (or more) games, whereas
the unfortunate plaver who loses all his first
round matches in a full week Tournament
may find himself kicking his heels on
Wednesday afternoon, having incidentally
committed himself to a whole week’s hotel
expense,

There was however something still
lacking. For a number of years after their
introduction, all week-end Tournaments
were run as Handicap Events. Although this
gave plenty of opportunity for play for the
breadwinner class, handicap games did not
provide the means for the rapidly improving
player to accustom himself to the rigour of
first class open play. A growing surge of
feeling led, albeit slowly, to the introduction
of Open week-ends, and in the last five years
or so they have so spread as to vie in
numbers with handicap week-ends. A
random glance through the Fixtures Book
shows that a number of attractive trophies
have been donated for Open week-ends,
thus the Coles at Cheltenham, the Cowhorn
and Swiss Cowbell at Compton, the
Rowlock at Roehampton, the Stoker

Jim Townsend - Editor of the Gazette from
1957 to 1964 and Chairman of Council
Sfrom 1970 0 1972.

Decanter at Southport, and the Southwick
Salver.

What, it may be asked, is the situation of
full week Club Tournaments now compared
with a generation ago? A few have gone to
the wall with the disbandment of clubs such
as Bedford and Exmouth which help tourna-
ments up to the 1950s, but Bowdon and a
resuscitated Woking for example have
helped to bridge the gap. The remaining
traditional club full week Tournaments seem
in my experience to continue in the main to
be fully patronised, but with one significant
difference - the lower quality of the A Open
entry, in some clubs at any rate. Although
Hurlingham for example still attracts a full
entry for the August Tournament the time
has now passed when the Hurlingham
Cup entry included most of the current
President’s Cup players. This merely
underlines the fact that many of our top class
players have to ration their time for croquet.

Another feature is the lower proportion
of visitors. It is not so long ago that the
Hurlingham Tournament could count on at
least half a dozen Budleigh members,
together with regular contingents from
Cheltenham, Colchester, Nottingham,
Parkstone and Southwick, to name but a few
clubs. If one omits the entries at Hurlingham
in 1985 from neighbouring clubs such as
Parsons Green and Roehampton, and the
sizeable number of Woking stalwarts who
travelled up every day, there was no more
than a handful of other visitors. One s led to
the conclusion that the high cost of London
hotel accommodation acts as a deterrent.

Perhaps a suitable footnote to this article
would be to remark that in the first year after
the war when the President’s Cup was
resumed no player was under 40 years of
age. In 1985, if my surmise is correct,
only one player in the President’s Cup was
over 40.

JIM TOWNSEND
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International News

The Croquet Association
of Ireland

On the 5th November, a new body came into
existence. At its first AGM, the Constitution
of the new Croquet Association of Ireland
was adopted. The Association will admini-
ster and develop Croquet in Ireland, and will
be able to avail of Irish Government Grants,
thus filling a space similar to that occupied
by the Scottish Croquet Association in
Scotland.

Since the first meeting of Irish players to
discuss the subject in April 1985, a standing
committee has seen to the establishment of
the Association’s structure, which is closely
modelled on that of the CA, and one of the
first steps taken was to become affiliated to
the elder organisation.

The idea of an Irish Association had
occurred to some people hitherto, but the
impetus to take practical action came
from the visit last March of an Irish team
to Florida as quests of the USCA. They
returned fired with enthusiasm inspired not
only by their victory over the Americans, but
also by the example of the US Association in
building up the game from its former
dormant state into a flourishing institution.

Ireland, formerly a stronghold of
Croquet and probably its country of origin,
had become a backwater due to its literal
isolation from the main stream of British
Tournament and Club activity. The sole
remaining Club where the Association game
was played was Carrickmines, which has
given the CAl its first home. But we found
other clubs where Croquet was still alive in
some form and there are now seven clubs
affiliated, and the prospect of generous
support in terms of providing lawns from
Local Authorities in Dublin.

The new committee’s first responsibility
was a return maich against the American
touring team, and for this the Sponsorship of
Jury’s Hotels and Avis Car Rentals was
obtained. Jury’s Hotels has since offered
generous sponsorship for Tournaments and
International Matches during the next three
years, thus giving the CAl a solid financial
foundation. Speaking for all of us, the duly
elected President of the Association,
Terence Read, thanked everybody who had
helped to get the venture under way, not
least the CA, which has been a source of
encouragement and kindly advice from the
start, nor Fred Rogerson, the Chairman of
the Standing Committee, who together with
the President himself, accomplished a great
deal of the hard work involved.

All tournaments and evenis of possible
interest to British players will continue to be
listed in the CA Fixture Book. We would also
be delighted to hear from any Irish ex-
patriates who may be interested in the CAL
Correspondence should be addressed to the
Secretary, Carl von Schmieder, at The
Croquet Association of Ireland, Carrick-
mines Croquet & LTC, Carrickmines, Co.
Dublin, Ireland, or to our ‘Liaison Officer’,
John Rose, at 20 Willow Side, Wooley,
Reading, Berks, RH5 4HJ.

Paul Hands (Cheltenbam), making a welcome
return to croguel after a year'’s absence.

The Japanese Open
Championship

Martyn Selman, writing in the Australian
Croguet Gazetle, describes bow be wrote off
to the Croguet Association of fapan just to
establish contact. Within two weeks, be bad
been invited, bad accepled, and then been
billed as the star attraction for the first

Japan Open.

The Open was held on the 24th and 25th
November 1984 at Odawara, a small town
some 100km from Tokyo by sea.

The lawns were three-quarter size, set on
artificial turf tennis courts. To accom-
modate the number of entries, each game
was limited to one hour. Both the singles
and the doubles championships were decided
over the weekend.

The games did not begin with the toss of
a coin, but by playing Jonken (the children’s
game where the contestanis each select a
stone, scissors, or paper) - the normal
procedure in Japan for starting any sort of
game.

The doubles title was won by two teachers
of the game, two of the few people in Japan
who as yet play the game with any com-
petence. The final of the singles was held late
on Sunday evening under lights, and again
lasted for only an hour. The winner was
Takano Toru, who has done an immense
amount of work in getting the game started in
Japan.

IPSWICH: 2-4 August

The major characteristic of this tournament
was the rain, as has been the case with so
many tournaments this year.

This year we had a slightly higher entry
(18) which was split into an open block of 10
and a handicap block of 8. To cope with the
extra play we hired the one remaining lawn
at Felixstowe (I understand there used to be
14). I don’t know how long it has been since
an official tournament was held at Felix-
stowe - can anyone remember? Certainly we
had to reset the hoops as they were up to
2 yards out of position.

In the Open block, John Walters was the
clear winner, only losing to the runner-up,
Mark Avery. The appalling weather and
tighter hoops kept the number of triples (5)
well down on last year. The best attempt was
from Mark Avery who managed two peels of
a quintuple plus an STPO against David
Peterson. This scribe was pleased to finish
third. Bob Sutherland (8) and Bill Lamb (4)
were a little out of their class but had some
creditable games and were never ‘26-ed’.

In the handicap block, we had four first-
timers, Jill Waters, Celia Steward, Lewis
Palmer and the eventual winner, Nick
Harris. Nick's play was dogged rather than
inspired, and 5 out of his 7 games went to
time. However he learnt a lot about break
making and should do better in future.
A special mention for devotion to duty must
go to Celia Pearce and Jill Waters who
played until 7 o’clock in the pouring rain
on Sunday for bottom place (Celia got it!).
John Williams was second, showing a great
improvement over last year. Lewis Palmer,
brother of Danny, is a newcomer who is
likely to come down rapidly, while Celia
Steward has an elegant style and good break
construction that promises well for the
future.

In cramped, wet conditions, Yvonne
Ruscoe and a host of helpers produced
superb meals. A special mention must be
made of Celia Steward’s Battenburg cakes,
produced in primary or secondary colours as
required, and of course, our thanks again to
Pat Hetherington for managing the tourna-
ment with her usual flair.

DON GAUNT

RESULTS

Nan Zinn Tankard
(American: Advanced Play)

8 wins: J.O. Walters

7 wins: M. Avery

6 wins: D.L. Gaunt; N.G. Hyne
5 wins: D. Peterson

4 wins: M. French; A. Bennet
3 wins: D. Palmer

2 wins: W. Lamb

0 wins: R.R. Sutherland

Suffolk Bowl
{American: Handicap Play)

7 wins: N.R. Harris (8)

5 wins: S.G. Williams (10); J. Palmer (15)

4 wins: Mrs Steward (15)

2 wins: B, Raymond; Miss J. Waters (14);
H. Cawdell (14)

1 win: Miss C, Pearce (14)

Tournament Report

Odds and Ends

‘Peel through life
with Aunt Emm’

Dear Aunt Emm,

My husband is an ‘A’ class
croguet player and we often
have other players staying
with us during our club’s
annual tournament, | fre-
quently have to listen to
accounts of the day’s play in
great detail, none of which I
understand, and 1 would be
grateful if you could advise me
how I could avoid this without
causing offence.

Yours,

Emily, Northants.

Dear Emily,
This is a common difficulty
faced by many croquet wives.
The first essential is to get the
player under a cold shower as
soon as possible. But first, be
warned! Any attempt to tem-
porise by suggesting that he
tells vou later will not be
successful, because as sure as
eqgs, you are going to have to
sit through a blow by blow
account at some stage.
Initially you need to deter-

mine whether you are talking
to someone who has com-
pleted a sextuple or just a mere
triple. They are difficult to
distinguish, but generally
someone who has done a
sextuple looks exhausted, has
twitching hands, and a wild
look in his eyes. A triple peeler
looks flushed and somewhat
excited, but otherwise still
under control.

Having established the
size of your problem, then take
the following action. In the
case of the sextupler, you can
safely leave the room whilst
the account is going on with-
out causing offence, as he will
never notice your departure.
Keep an ear open for the saga
to finish and then return as he
mabkes the final peg out. ‘Ah’,
you say, ‘so that's what its
called. I did one yesterday at
the club, but it was all so easy,
I didn’t think much about it".
Whilst he ponders the nuances
of this remark, rush him off to
his shower.

With the triple peeler, as
soon as he mentions ‘peel’,
launch into your own story of
how you made your last batch

of marmalade, making sure to
arrive at the point when you
put the lid on the jar just when
he reaches his peg out. Your
account will make him feel
that his own account of the
triple peel is full of interest for
you, and the fact that you
vourself are talking will avoid
the glazed look in your eyes as
the triple reaches its climax.

Should your guest make
another peel next day, and
start regaling you with further
details, simply counter with
‘. .. Butyou told me all about
that yesterday’ and lead him
quietly upstairs to the shower,
making sure that no hot water
is available at all.

Desperate situations de-
mand desperate remedies!

Yours affectionately,
Aunt Emm

Aunt Emm regrets that she
cannot answer persondlly the
large number of letters she
receives from croquet players
all over the world. However
she tries (o publish those that
are of general interest. No
letters or enclosed material
twill be returned to senders.
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LOUGHBOROUGH
SUMMER SCHOOL
11th-15th August 1986

Qualifying Courses for Grade |
and Grade Il Coaches

Coaching for Beginners and
Improvers

Opportunities for competitive
play

Further details from Chris
Hudson, or write for the
Course Prospectus from The
Director, Loughborough
Summer School, University of
Technology, Loughborough
LE11 3TU. 0509-263171
Ext'n 226.

WALKER CROQUET
EQUIPMENT

TOURNAMENT MALLETS

Made to your choice of weight and length

CLUB MALLETS

The Mallet with a 5-year Guarantee on the Head

TOURNAMENT BALLS

Croquet Association Approved for Tournament use.
2-year Guarantee

also

COMPLETE SETS — FULL RANGE
OF EQUIPMENT

Send for Brochure to:
WALKER CROQUET EQUIPMENT

82 Queens Crescent, Chippenham, Wilts. SN14 ONP

Telephone Chippenham 654319

1985 NATIONAL RANKINGS

Pos Name Grade
=1 Aspinall G.N. 175
= 1 Openshaw D.K. 175
3 Mulliner S.N. 165
4 Prichard W.d B. 159
5 Hope A.B. 158
6 Solomon EW. 154
7 Irwin C.J. 153
8 Avery M. 151
9 McCullough J.R. 146
10 Walters J.0. 145
11 Wylie K.F. 144
12 Heap M.EW. 143
13 Griffith T. 141
14 Lewis S.E. 137
15 Gunasekera D. 135
16 Murray M. 134
=17 Bell E. 133
=17 Harrison T.D. 133
=19 Bond 1.D. 132
=19 Cordingley P. 132
=21 Healy G.P.N. 127
=21 Noble GW. 127
=23 Foulser D.R. 126
=23 Hyne N.G. 126
=25 Prichard C.H.L. 125
=25 Read T.O. 125
=25 Rose J. 125
=28 Aiton K.M.H. 123
=28 Aldridge W.O. 123
=30 Guest J.E. 122
=30 Vincent 1.G. 122
32 Croker D.J. 121
=33 Neal B.G. 120
=33 Wright S.J.H. 120
35 Wiggins S. 119
36 Jones K.E. 117
37 Schmieder C.M. 116
38 Smith PL. 115
=39 Latham LV. 114
=39 Ormerod M. 114
=41 Hilditch J.R. 113
=41 Prichard R.D.C. 113
43 Palmer A.J. 110
44 Mrozinski A.J. 108
=45 Jackson G.E.P. 107
=45 Toye J.S. 107
=47 Death P.J. 106
=47 French M. 106
=49 Southern C. 105

=49 Stevens M.J. 105

Pos Name Grade
51 West P.D.B. 104
=52 Berry A. 103
=52 Collin M.P. 103
=55 Gaunt D.L. 102
=55 Keen B.A. 102
=57 Bennet A. 101
=57 Collin A.J. 101
=57 Greenwood J.D. 101
=60 Palmer D.G. 99
=60 Taylor G.K. 99
=62 Bottomley H.J. 98
=62 Peterson D. 98
=62 Rogerson F. 98
=65 Johnson P.M. 97
=65 Macleod J. 97
=65 Shergold F.L. 97
=65 Spalding W. 97
69  Wheeler J.A. 96
70 Smith R.J. 95
=71 Cairns D. 93
=71 Roy G.C. 93
=71 Storey B.J. 93
=71 Torrington P. 93
=75 Denison W.B. 92
=75 Holford M.A. 92
=75 Maugham F.I. 92
=75  Meads J.D. 92
=75 Tompkinson M. 92
80  Collin G.K. 91
81 Wood JW. 920
=82 Aldridge W.O. 89
=82 Battison J.S.H. 89
=82 Carlisle V. 89
=82 Wharrad L. 89
=86 Camroux AV. 88
=86 Coutts J. 88
=86 Kolbuszewski M. 88
=86 Moorcraft D. 88
=86 Parker C.A. 88
=86 Williams S. 88
=02 Coles W.T. 87
=92  Sandler M.H. 87
=92  Stoker P. 87
=92  Weitz B.G.F. 87
=06 Green H.C. 85
=96 Hallam B.G. 85
98  Girling A.J. 84
=99  Caporn D.C. 83
=99 Jones R.C. 83
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PRESIDENT'S CUP
Hurlingham: 3-7 September

Nigel Aspinall wins again
This year’s President’s Cup for the best eight
available players was sponsored for the first
time by Frank Cooper Ltd.

On the first day we saw a dramatic
variation in the form of the two favourites,
Aspinall and Mulliner. Aspinall was in
tremendous form beating Avery + 23(STP),
Murray + 24(TP) and Irwin + 25(TP) where-
as, surprisingly, Mulliner lost all his first
three games. Nigel Aspinall continued with
a fourth successive triple against
McCullough. Then, against Openshaw in
the fifth round, he encountered stiffer
opposition. Both players gave nothing
away. In the early play Nigel kept the innings
and progressed to 4-back and 2-back before
Openshaw hit in and went to 4-back.
Openshaw had some trouble with the
second ball and eventually stuck in 4-back.
This let in Nigel who retained the innings
and went on to win + 8.

In round 6 Aspinall played Mulliner and
this provided the incentive for Mulliner to
return to form. By beating Aspinall + 14
Mulliner stopped the possibility of a
‘runaway’ victory and gave heart to all the
other competitors.

In round 7 Aspinall again played
beautifully to beat Hope + 26(TP) to end the
first series with 6/7. At this stage of the
competition four players were in joint second
place. Openshaw and Hope had both been
playing well and were joined on 4/7 by the
two newcomers to the Presidents, Mark
Avery (Ipswich) and Colin Irwin (Bowdon).
Steve Mulliner had recovered from his poor
start to reach 3/7, but McCullough and
Murray were not playing with confidence,
although both had shown what they could
be capable of - Murray in beating
McCullough + 26 and McCullough in beat-
ing Openshaw + 26.

However, towards the end of round 9 it
looked as though Aspinall would open up a
3-point lead. Avery and Irwin had lost in
round 8 and Hope and Openshaw had lost in
round 9. Nigel was in play against Colin
Irwin and was attempting another triple -
this time delayed. He had completed the
penultimate peel before 4-back but had a
poor pioneer at penult and his peelee was
difficult to send to rover.

The Presidents” Cup players: Back (L to R) Mark Avery, Colin Irwin, Andrew Hope, Simon

| | T T
I GAMES WON
PRESIDENT'S | ous (pko | CJ1 |MNA | SNM | ABH lJrMcd MM | st | 2nd | Total | Final
CUP 1985 | | | | Series |Series Order
% Wes +8 |+25° | +23 | =14 (+26"| +22"° | +29
G.N. Aspinall -3 | +1a | -25 |+26° | +25° | +25° 6 4 10 1
) +9 [ +10 | +24 | -26 | +10 =
D.K. Openshaw sope il Ve 1503 | 17 q 5 9 2
; . =25 | +17 -26 | -16 | =17 +4 | +13
ool Rl +3 | 418 17 1+96) -6 | -14| * * 8 ’
W =231 -0 [-26 +28 | +14 | +12 | +3 il
i i -14 | -4 | +16 -17 | +22 | 413 | -14| ¢ : 4 =
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In the end, this split shot sending the
peelee towards rover left him an
uncomfortable 3-yard out on his pioneer to
penult, which he missed. This left Aspinall
for penult and rover, with Irwin for 1 and
4-back. Irwin then progressed to the peg and
completed one peel. Aspinall hit the lift with
his ball for rover and pegged out Irwin.
However, two further uncharacteristic
mistakes from Aspinall and some good
steady play from Irwin when under pressure
gave the game to Irwin + 3.

In round 10 Openshaw won an exciting
pegged out game +3 against Aspinall to
close the gap between them to one point.

By the end of round 11 they were level.
Aspinall again brought the best out of
Mulliner who won their game + 25 with a
fine triple and Openshaw had a 3-turn win
+ 26 against Hope.

In round 12 Aspinall had a good win
+25(TP) against McCullough while
Openshaw escaped against Avery when the
latter failed at penult with his second ball.
Openshaw then missed the lift but joined up
+ 2 eh

Anderson (Frank Cooper's MD) and Martin Murray. Front (1. to R) Steven Mulliner, David
Openshaw, Nigel Aspinall and Jobn McCullough.

and an aggressive shot (missed) by Avery
was then punished with a fine triple for
Openshaw to win +4.

The scores going into the final day (with
two rounds to go) were Aspinall and
Openshaw 8 - Avery, Hope, Irwin, Mulliner 6
- McCullough 5 and Murray 3.

On the final day it was Aspinall whose
more convincing play won the day. In the
morning he completed a fine victory, Murray
+ 25(TP) whilst Openshaw lost his chance
against Irwin. Irwin had taken his first ball to
the peg in two turns with the other three clips
on Hoops 1 or 2. Openshaw got in and
seemed likely to peg out Irwin until disaster
struck at 2-back when he missed a straight-
forward hoop. Irwin played his resulting four
ball break in confident style to take the
game. In the final round Aspinall clinched
the title with a +26 win against Hope.
Openshaw retained second place and Colin
Irwin, finishing strongly, took third place
with 8 wins.

Mark Avery was joint 4th (with Steve
Mulliner) scoring 7/14. Both the newcomers
had shown admirable qualities in their first
President’s Cup although it is interesting to
note that many players score their best
results at the first attempt! W. Prichard, E.
Solomon, A. Hope being amongst them.

Andrew Hope began strongly and was
only one point behind the leaders afier
eleven rounds but he finished with three
convincing defeats. John McCullough and
Martin Murray struggled to find a rhythm -
so often the case for players who make a
poor start in the Eights.

Nigel Aspinall took the title for the
eleventh time and won eight out of his ten
victories by large margins. His play is still of
a consistently higher standard than any of
our other players and his victory very well
deserved.

DAVID OPENSHAW

THE CHAIRMAN’'S SALVER
Compton: 2-6 September

John Walters shows his class

The Chairman’s Salver was unfortunate to be
deprived of Eddie Bell's company this year.
Quite apart from his bonhomie, which was
sorely missed, he would h