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Let Battle Commence!

Itis with the greatest pleasure that we welcome once more our friends
from Australia and New Zealand for the competition for the
MacRobertson Trophy. It does not seem to be 12 years since we had
the pleasure of acting as hosts for this most important competition.

For any who believe in history repeating itself, we must beware,
for although Great Britain has won 7 of the 12 encounters to date,
and is the only country never to have lost at home, we know that

there are a number of new faces who have not
visited us before, and of whom our own
players, who have more recently visited the
Antipodes, have scant knowledge.

One thing is certain - that we know we can
expect the matches to be played in the
friendliest spirit, even though each match will
be fought to the death. Croquet is growing
dramatically and the MacRobertson Trophy
1986 will be a wonderful opportunity for all
those interested in this marvellous sport to see
croquet at its best.

We cannot wish success to every team, but
we do hope that they all have a happy and
enjoyable tour.

JOHN SOLOMON

President: Croquet Association

A MESSAGE FROM
NEW ZEALAND

It is now 51 years since the first triangular
contest for the MacRobertson Shield between
England, Australia and New Zealand was
held, appropriately in Melbourne. When Sir
MacPherson Robertson originally presented
the Shield in 1925, he would not have
envisaged that by 1986 many other countries
would be seeking active participation in
Association Croquet at International level.
The 1986 series is therefore of special
significance to the three countries taking part.
Players will not only renew old acquaintances
but will have the opportunity of exhibiting to
spectators and the sporting world at large, the
highest standards of ability, achievement and

Jobn Solomon

attainment the game has reached Inter-
nationally.

At a time when some sports are tending to
embody the most undesirable elements of
professionalism, rivalry and personal
exhibitionism, the continuing feature of
Croquet is the fine sense of sportsmanship
exhibited by the international players on all
sides. This distinguished and appealing
quality will be much needed if the drawing
together of Nations into a World Federation
is going to enjoy a real measure of success.

New Zealand extends its best wishes to all
players for an outstanding 1986 Test series and
wishes all success to the project of forming a
World Federation of Croquet Associations.

ASHLEY HEENAN
President: New Zealand Croquet Council

A MESSAGE FROM
AUSTRALIA

On behalf of the members of the Australian
Croquet Council - greetings, to our fellow
players of the United Kingdom.

We realise that it is 50 years since the
Aussies have brought the Shield home, and
feel that we should warn you that our team will
be trying very hard to make amends. But
whatever the outcome, we look forward to
some great matches, and some great sports-
manship. Good luck!!

VALERIE PAYNE
President: Australian Croquet Council
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GRANADA TV SHORT CROQUET SERIES

Since our last issue, the format of the
competition for the ‘Nations’ Trophy” has been
changed. There will now be three players from
each country, and each group of three will play
an all-play-all to decide who will go forward
to the semi-finals and final of the main
competition.

This will provide 15 games altogether, and
a total of more than 8 hours TV transmission
over the three days. There will be ‘live’
coverage straight from the lawn three times
each day, with edited highlights broadcast
late each evening.

Spectators are welcome, but as entry to
the lawn will be by ticket, anyone who would

like to come should let me know in advance.
CHRIS HUDSON

The teams are:

England: Nigel Aspinall, Eric Solomon,
John Walters

Scotland: Andrew Hope, Martin Murray,
Stephen Wright

Wales: David Croker, Richard Hilditch,
David Peterson

Ireland: John McCullough, Terence Read,
Fred Rogerson

Referees: Barry Keen, Eddie Bell
Manager: Chris Hudson

Publication Details

The CA Secretary is Mr B.C. Macmillan, The
Croquet Association, The Hurlingham Club,
Ranelagh Gardens, London SW6 3PR.

Tel: 01-736 3148

The Editor (Coordinating) is Mr C. Hudson,
The Oaklands, Englesea Brook, near Crewe,
Cheshire SW2 5QW. Tel: 0270 820296

“Croquet” is published on the first day of every
second month. To be certain of inclusion,
copy should reach the Editor on the 20th of
the month, two months before the month of
issue (i.e. on 20th May for the issue being
published on 1st July).

Tournament results and reports to be
sent direct, within 7 days of completion of the
tournament, to the Secretary of the CA.

Other contributions other than tourna-
ment results and reports should be sent to the
Editor. They will be much welcomed and
acknowledged. Photographs (preferably
black and white) should also be sent to the
Editor.

All correspondence about non-delivery of
“Croquet”, changes of address, telephone
numbers, handicaps or officials should be sent
to the CA Secretary and mot to the Editor.

STOP PRESS: We are very pleased to report that the Royal Bank of Scotland is to
sponsor the Granada TV Croquet competition. The event will now be entitled “The Royal Bank

Nations Trophy.”

“Croquet”, incorporating the Croquet Gazette, is published by
The Croquet Association, The Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens,

London SW6 3PR. Tel: 01-736 3148

Photographs in this issue by:

Peter Alvey, Hal Mortimer, lan McDiarmid, Barry
Keen, and Brian Sykes.

Front Cover:

Steve Mulliner playing at Southwick in last year's
Inter-County Championships, which are spon-
sored by Anchor Foods Ltd. Photo by The Monitor
Group.

£6.50
£1.50

Annual Subscription Rate
(incl P&p). Individual copies

The New Zealand Players

Above: JOSEPH HOGAN (26) won the 1986
NZ Open Singles title in devastating style. He
is a forceful player, extremely accurate with
his powerful long shooting, and has enjoyed
considerable success in both the North and
the South Island Tournaments. He played
previously for New Zealand in '79 and '82.
A qualified carpenter, he is at present studying
for the Priesthood.

Above: ROGER MURFITT (32). A BSc
graduate of Canterbury University, Roger is
a teacher at Hornby High School. He
previously represented New Zealand in '74,
'79, and ‘82, and he is one of the three team
members to have played Test matches in
England. He was runner-up in the 1981 British
Open, and has also won several NZ National
Titles. He has the unique distinction of
completing a championship match in the
fourth turn with a quadruple peel, and is
currently President of the Canterbury Croquet
Association.
LU g s

1986 International Test Series

Below: GRAHAM BEALE (20) is a trainee
teacher at Christchurch Teachers’ Training
College. He has been playing for only five
years, but in that time has achieved con-
siderable success at National level, being
runner-up in the NZ Open Singles ("85) and
likewise in the Men's Singles ('86). He is the
‘new cap’ in the side.

MACROBERTSON SHIELD
DINNER

Friday, 18th July,
at Hurlingham

All three teams will be present and the
Shield will be presented to the winners,
We expect that the Australian and New
Zealand supporters will be present in force.
Great Britain, as the hosts and current
holders, must not be out-numbered, so do
come and bring your friends.

The MacRobertson Shield Test Matches are
only held in this country once every 12 years,
and we are sure that everyone will want to
make this function a fitting climax to the
Tour.

Dress: Lounge suits.
Time: 7.30 for 8pm.

Tickets: £15, inclusive of wine, from the CA
Office.
Please book early.

Bottom right: ASHLEY HEENAN (60), is the
NZ team manager. With Arthur Ross, his then
father-in-law, he was predominant as a player
up to the 1960s when he had to withdraw from
Croquet for some 17 years to pursue his
musical profession. He is one of the two
surviving members of the team that first won
the MacRobertson Shield for New Zealand
in 1950. He has won the NZ Open Singles
(5 times), Men’s (4 times) and NZ Doubles
(3 times). He is currently President of the New
Zealand Croquet Council,

Left: ROBERT JACKSON (54) was
acclaimed in National and International Table
Tennis circles long before he took up Croquet
in 1971, since when he has represented New
Zealand ('74, '79), won the NZ Open Singles
(6 times), and the NZ Doubles (6 times).
A perfectionist by nature, he is a formidable
opponent, and hours of practice have made
him a highly consistent player. His occupation
is the manufacture of croquet mallets which
are in world wide demand.
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Above: JOHN PRINCE (40), team captain,
represents New Zealand for a record sixth time
(four as Captain). He has won the NZ Open
Singles (6 times), Men's Singles (10 times),
and Doubles (7 times). A recognized authority
on the game, he is a stylish stroke player and
attracts many spectators wherever he com-
petes. He is also an accomplished artist, and
some of his witty drawings have appeared
in the NZ Croquet Gazette. One of New
Zealand's top six players of all time, his
business career is in Banking.

Above: PAUL SKINLEY (26). A restauranteur
by occupation, he is regarded as a particularly
brilliant and at times spectacular player. Since
1978, it has been a rare National Tournament
that has not seen him as a finalist. He has won
the NZ Open Singles (3 times), and Men’s title
(3 times). Herepresented New Zealand in’78
and "82, and uses the ‘Solomon’ grip.
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The Croquet Association:
Administration Secretary:

Brian Macmillan, The Croquet Association,
The Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens, London
SW6 3PR. Tel: 01-736 3148

National Development Officer:

Chris Hudson, The QOaklands, Englesea Brook,
near Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 5QW.

Tel: 0270 820296

Regional Development Officers
Northern Region

John Meads, 10 Dipwood Way, Rowlands Gill, Tyne
& Wear NE39 1DH. Tel: 0207 542021

Yorks & Humberside Region

Bill Lamb, 5 Potterdale Drive, Little Weighton,
Cottingham, Humberside HU20 3UU.

Tel: 0482 848649

North Western Region

Andrew Collin, 65 Hillfield Road, Little Sutton
South Wirral, Cheshire. Tel: 051 339 3614

West Midlands Region

Terry Greenwood, 21 The Fold, Penn, Wolver-
hampton WV4 5QY. Tel: 0902 336832

East Midlands Region

lan Vincent, 43 West Crescent, Beeston Rylands,
Nottingham NG9 1QF. Tel: 0602 253664

South Western Region

Martin Murray, 4 Queens Mansions,

7 Arlington Villas, Bristol, Avon BS8 Z2EF.
Tel: 0272 741250

Southern Region

Smokey Eades, Tall Timbers, Horton Close,
Boulters Lock, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 8TP

Tel: 0628 21811

Eastern Region

Judy Anderson, 16 Wellpond Close, Sharnbrook,
Bedford MK44 1PL. Tel: 0234 781783
London & S.E. Region

Lionel Wharrad, Astor Cottage,
Ashington, Sussex. Tel: 0903 892897
(London & Surrey)

Ron Welch, 67 Rowan Crescent, London SW16.
Tel: 01 679 0552

(Kent & East Sussex)

Dennis Shaw, 9 Collingwood Court, Belmont Road,

Ivy Lane,

Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7QQ. Tel: 0843 591789

Regional Coaching Officers:
Northern Region

John Davis, 33 Levendale, Hutton Rudby, Yarm,
Cleveland TS15 0DW. Tel: 0642 701290

Yorks & Humberside Region

Bill Lamb, 5 Potterdale Drive, Little Weighton,
Cottingham, Humberside HU20 3UU.

Tel: 0482-848649

North West Region

Paul Stoker, 50 Beach Priory Gardens, Southport,
Merseyside, PR8 1RT. Tel: 0704 31806

West Midlands Region

Ken Jones, 96 New Road, Rubery, West Midlands,
BH5 9HQ. Tel: 021-453 2088

Eastern Region

Tom Anderson, 16 Wellpond Close, Sharnbrook,
Bedford MK44 1PL. Tel: 0234 781783

South West Region

Peter Danks, 6 Upper Stoneborough Lane, Budleigh
Salterton, Devon EX9 6SX.

Tel: 039-54 2711

Southern Region
dock McElwain, Orkney Cottage, River Road,
Taplow, SL6 0BG. Tel: 0628 24170

London & South East Region
Nigel Aspinall, 6 Rivermount, Walton-on-Thames,
Surrey, KT12 2PW. Tel: 09322 22697

Tommy Vale, 26 Glebe Close, Southwick, Sussex
BN4 ATF. Tel: 0273 595920

Federation Secretaries

Northern

Andrew Collin, 65 Hillfield Road, Little Sutton
South Wirral, Cheshire. Tel: 051 339 3614

West Midlands
Terry Greenwood, 21 The Fold, Penn, Wolver-
hampton. Tel: 0902 336832

South Western

John McCullough, 100 Queensdown Gardens
Brislington, Bristol, Avon BS4 6JG

Tel: 0272 779943

East Anglian

Judy Anderson, 16 Wellpond Close, Sharnbrook,
Bedford MK44 1PL. Tel: 0234 781783

The Sports Council

Jo Patton, The Sports Council, 16 Upper Woburn
Place, London WC1H 0QP. Tel: 01 388 1277
Sports Council Croquet

Liaison Officers

Northern Region

Dacre Dunlop, The Sports Council, County Court
Building, Hallgarth Street, Durham, DH1 3PB.
Tel: 0385 49595

North West Region

Graham Suthren, The Sports Council, Astley
House, Quay Street, Manchester M3 4AE.

Tel: 061-834 0338

Yorkshire & Humberside Region

David Heddon, The Sports Council, Coronet
House, Queen Street, Leeds LS1 4PW.

Tel: 0532 436443

East Midland Region

Anne Rippon, The Sports Council, 26 Musters
Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7PL.
Tel: 0602 821887

West Midlands Region

Celia Hodges, The Sports Council, Metropolitan
House, 1 Hagley Road, Five Ways, Birmingham
B16 8TT. Tel: 021 454 3808

Eastern Region

Tony Ploszajski, The Sports Council,

26-28 Bromham Road, Bedford MK40 2QD

Tel: 0234 44281

Greater London & SE Region

Jim Atkinson, The Sports Council, Jubilee Stand,
Crystal Palace National Sports Centre, Ledrington
Road, London SE17. Tel: 01-778 8600
Southern Region

Mike Halpin, The Sports Council, Watlington
House, Watlington Street, Reading RG1 4RJ.
Tel: 0734 595 616

South Western Region

George Reynolds, The Sports Council, Ashlands
House, Ashlands, Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7LQ
Tel: 0460 73491

The National Coaching Federation
Sue Campbell, Director,

The National Coaching Foundation,

4 College Close, Becketts Park, Leeds LS6 3QH.
Tel: 0532 744802

British and best

Equipment
Mallets

made to your own
specification
by Jaques craftsmen

Complete sets or single items,
accessories, from all good sports
shops and stores.

The renowned

Eclipse

Championship Ball

Known and used all over the world

361 Whitehorse Road,

)LD
HEJuE: =S5

& Son Ltd,,

Thornton Heath, Surrey, CR4 8XP, Tel: 01-684 4242
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Keith Wylie's ‘Expert Croquet Tactics’
Reviews by Jobn Solomon and Tim Harrison

We give below the views of two players on
Keith Wylie's recent book ‘Expert Croquet
Tactics’.

One, John Solomon, has spent many
vears playing Croquet at the top International
level. The other, Tim Harrison, currently at
Cambridge University, is an up-and-coming
‘A’ class player whose current handicap is 2V2.

Both seem to agree that Keith Wylie's
book is a ‘must’ - both for those already at the
top and for those who want to reach the
highest level . . .

Jobn Solomon's view:

Keith Wylie’s “Expert Croquet Tactics’ is a
book that probably needed to be written and
almost certainly he is the best player to have
written it. When he consulted me (amongst
others) some months ago with a few draft
examples, | must say | was sceptical whether
there would be an audience wide enough to
justify its publication. He is to be
congratulated on persevering with such a
specialized project, and for having the
courage to finance it.

It is well planned and thought through and
the sections follow in a logical way each step
in the progression of the sequence or objective
under analysis. The diagrams, which are clear
and very well presented, are all adjacent to the
text. Inevitably, almost all of it is pretty heavy
going despite occasional flashes of wit, unless
one merely wants to dip into it to examine a
particular situation, but then, how often are
the balls actually in that position?

To his credit Keith does produce very many
situations which are regularly found. I made
some 60 notes during myreading, of which 14
were in agreement with his views, by which I
mean that they were particular points which
are not generally known and should be. Those
of us who know him and his way of thinking
will not be surprised that we may find it difficult
to agree with everything he says. An example
is 2.10 describing a manoeuvre which Keith
wanted me to ask the British team to do in the
1974 Internationals ‘as you cannot fail to win
in this situation’. Of course I refused to give
such instruction and a few years later Keith
admitted that he had never actually pulled it
off. To be fair, he repeats his doubts about it
in the book.

I would be writing another book if I listed
all the other 40-0dd points with which I had
some disagreement. Many, indeed, were
merely ones which made me raise an eyebrow,
but there are some paradoxes and contra-
dictions which emerge. For instance, it
appears that he is anxious to avoid rushes
wherever possible, for he is often at pains to
suggest that what | would regard as more
difficult manoeuvres are easier. As an
example, in 3.31 he suggests that Fig 3.C1 can
only progress to 3.D1 after making 3, whereas
itis almost child’s play to have a perfect 3-ball
break before making 2, and a perfect 4-ball
break before making 3.

Again, in 1.25, heis content with *any old
roquet’ rather than play for the rush, and on
anumber of occasions warns of the danger of
playing for a forward rush, but prefers to do

so in 1.112 in the straight triple when a
reasonable alternative is available.

I found it strange that he is often unhappy
about the accurate positioning of a pioneer
from 20 yards (1.40), whereas he has strong
hopes of stop-shotting to a peeling position
from 13 yards (1.58) and advocates a stop-
shot approach which is not really necessary
and in fact inadvisable if one is playing so
indifferently as to have placed the pioneer so
badly, (1.62).

I found Articles 2 (The First Break) and
3 (Establishing a Break) the most interesting
sections and generally very sensible in
approach. | was glad that he castigates most
of the hoop leaves as leaving little or nothing
for the leaver (2.6) though perhaps puzzled
that he finds a shot ‘of only 22 yards’
dangerous (2.8). Incidentally, in my variation
of the sextuple leave (Fig 2.F) black should be
a foot in front of 2-back, which means that
vellow does not have to be wired from it. It is
natural that I should read this book from the
point of view of my own approach to the game,
and it is likely that others will do so too. It is
perhaps therefore not surprising that I
question whether approaching the 4th hoop
from the 4th corner with a semi stop-shot is
relatively easy (3.32), or that a 13yd shot is
compulsory (2.2). However, there is mostly
sensible advice throughout both these
sections.

The final article (The Opening) is a very
detailed analysis of almost every possibility
during the first 4 or 5 turns. With the
(understandable) virtual absence of diagrams
it is fairly heavy going on the concentration of
the reader. My only comment would be that
it tends to overlook the concept that having
the innings (even without the prospect of a
break) is more important than striving to get
the first break.

Itis clear that not everyone will agree with
all that Keith advocates, and he, I am sure,
would be the first to acknowledge this. Even
if you have every stroke in your armoury you
will benefit from this book ifonly because it will
often make you think of alternatives that may
not have occurred to you. It is a scholarly work
and one which deserves to be on the bookshelf
of every aspiring minus player.

Tim Harrison's view:

It seems as though major croquet books
appear at therate ofone a decade, especially
if we bracket 1960 with the fifties, when
Cotter’s excellent little book ‘Tackle Croquet
This Way’ was published. Since then we have
seen Solomon’s ‘Croquet’ and Prichard’s
‘History of Croquet’, so halfway through the
eighties as we are, the arrival of another work
is due, but I think the wait is over.

Keith Wylie’s treatise ‘Expert Croquet
Tactics’ is a welcome and much needed
addition to Croquet’s literature, concerned as
it is with the tactics necessary for top class
championship play. It must be emphasised
that this book is not for the beginner - indeed
the author half-heartedly suggested that he
would only sell it to players who had
completed a triple peel.

Book Review

Keith Wylie has been a top player for many
years and during that time he has built up a
reputation for doing the unusual; notably he
is the only player to have done a sextuple
(delayed, moreover) in the final of the Open
Championships. However this book does not
describe the intricacies of sextuples and other
such rarities. Indeed the sextuple peel is
hardly mentioned, but instead he concen-
trates on those situations which turn up in real
games, and in particular he devotes half the
book to the delayed triple peel. As hesorightly
says, the mark of the expert is the ability to
complete triple peels even when things go
wrong.

The chapter on the triple peel must surely
be the definitive statement on the delayed
triple peel, covering all the possible ways of
obtaining the peels, where precisely to place
getaway balls, when to attempt peels, when
the ‘percentages’ do not advocate an early peel
attempt, and so on. The nature of the presen-
tation is more in the mould of ‘One hundred
tips from an international master’ which
makes it hard-going but there are many
excellent points and it would be surprising if
many players are aware of them all. | must say
that the delayed triple seems considerably less
fearsome now, dare | say trivial on a good
lawn.

The tone of the remaining three chapters
(or articles as the author calls them) on the
first break, establishing a break, and the
opening, is more discussive as the author
writes about ‘whole-game tactics’ (by contrast
a successful triple is usually the final turn of
agame) where the choices are often less clear.
There is a fascinating discourse on the merits
of aggressive, precision and canny croquet,
particularly where he discusses the reasoning
behind leaves which try to discourage the
shot. The convoluted logic of canny croquet
is well illustrated in some of the arguments but
it is significant that the author says he has
found canny croquet ‘entirely sound’ - maybe
because it is this style which gives the better
tactician the largest advantage over the better
shot player.

‘Expert Croquet Tactics’ is a formidable
book with a lot of solid advice in it. However,
there are a few quizzes to enliven proceedings
and some problems with clever solutions. Try
this one: with yellow on the corner spot, you
rush red off the court one foot short of the
corner and you require a long rush on yellow
along that same boundary. I am waiting
eagerly for the Spring to try this ingenious
trick.

In conclusion, I hope that Keith Wylie's
book is well read, as it is obvious that much
thought and many years experience have
gone into this study of Croquet tactics and it
can only benefit the sport to see better and
more enterprising tactics at the top level.

A Backward Ball

Cartoon by
Mrs Sheila Legg
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Himley Croquet Club
By Howard Stanley

1985 has been a noteworthy year for the
Himley Club.

In April it did not exist, yet we have now
completed a very successful season.

Whilst planning how to write about this
first year, I could see many ways of doing it;
the chronological one I avoided as much as
possible, so first the highlights.

Himley is in the Midlands and for that area
1985 and especially August were proving to be
very rainy. We had planned our first Spon-
sored Croquet Match to start at 6.00pm on
Friday, the 16th. You will hardly be surprised
that both when I collected the floodlights at
5.15pm on the Friday and when I returned
them early on the Sunday, the rain poured
down. Amazingly, for the event itself, we had
superb weather, with the temperature at mid-
night higher than at the previous mid-day.
We changed the saving ‘the darkest hour is
before the dawn’ because of the whole 25
hours, ‘the coldest hour was at dawn’.

The whole event was totally worthwhile in
many ways. It was a social success in which
we all enjoyed ourselves and we were able to
entertain many of the friends who had helped
us in so many ways. It was a Croquet success
in that it saw games in which the age range
was from 18 to 80. It was excellent as a means
of getting us radio and newspaper coverage.
Finally, and for us the most important, we
were successful in raising over £400 for the
BSAD (the British Sports Association for the
Disabled). The result involved a win by
Wolverhampton, with guests from Ludlow
School, by 12 games to 8.

The Croquet Marathon goes on through the night.

A Saturday morning game in progress. On the right, Peter Dorke and Merrill Rowan of the

We believed it to be the first 24 hour match
between two Croquet Association teams, but
we were unable to convince the Guinness
Book of Records that it justified starting a new
record of this type. It seems likely that future
events of this kind must tackle the record held
at present by Birmingham University or alter
the rules to involve making a record number
of hoops in the 24 hours.

Another day of good weather greeted us
when our Stourbridge members invited
Cheltenham to play their friendly on our
lawns, to find how the Himley facilities would
be judged by others who were used to well
established lawns. Not only did we enjoy the
usual marvellous company of the Cheltenham
players but we were delighted to find both how
our setting pleased them and that our lawns
were acceptable to them. With the expected
future improvement that we have mentioned
elsewhere we felt that this boded well for 1986.

Late in October, one rather special
occasion arose as a mutual aid exercise
between ourselves and a local social club.
Good weather came to our assistance again,
and the event certainly achieved its aim.
We entertained thirty of them to an afternoon's
golf croquet and had one of our members to
every four or five visitors. Then, after providing
our visitors with tea and biscuits, we demon-
strated the full game and let them try that. The
enjoyment which we appeared to give them
was equalled by the pleasure of our members
in having their happy company. The
probability that some of them might join us
as members in 1986, coupled with their

Ludlow Club who turned out for Wolverbamplon.

Howard Staniey framed by the 10t boop,
with Himley Hall in the background.

generous donation to our funds, made good
news for our Treasurer. It is intended that this
meeting will occur again this year and we shall
try to find other organisations whom we might
invite in the same way.

The one time when the weather was really
unkind was on October 6 when Ken Townsend
ran the Annual Golf Croquet Tournament of
the West Midlands Croquet Federation;
unfortunately, there had been no arrange-
ments for tents as protection and the rain
chose that week-end to pour down for most of
the time. | need hardly stress that, until we
have a large and convenient pavilion, we shall
be sure to have tents for all major events.

Now a little of the history. The Club had
been a hope for many of us for several years
so that we were delighted when the chance to
actually start it came early in 1985.

The new initiative came from Chris
Hudson and led to cooperation between the
CA, the Sports Council, Stourbridge CC,
Wolverhampton CC, and the Leisure &
Recreation Committee of Dudley MBC, who
acted on behalf of the Joint Committee for
Himley Hall. After the pilot meeting, in May,
to agree the principles and elect a steering
committee, things raced ahead.

The two clubs formed a Himley Commit-
tee and decided to cover the cost of the first
vear’s rent and CA registration, so that their
members could use the lawns and explore the
possibilities. A suitable agreement was
drafted in time for a June 1 start, allowing for
the use of three lawns for 1985, with the new
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club doing the actual lawn maintenance.

Now that the club had actually started we
came to the real work.

We contacted the press, TV and radio
stations, learning much in the process and
gaining many columns of print and several
radio mentions over several weeks with a ten
minute broadcast on the day of the Sponsored
Marathon. A piece of advice from one of our
local Editors came in a form which was
chilling but acted as a good spur. It was
*Getting coverage for a sport which has not got
full national appeal is rather like getting on to
anon-stop roundabout; it is easy to see where
you wish to be, but very difficult to get on.
However, once you are on, the worst is over’.
The spur worked and those many hundreds of
words in the press resulted.

_:.'___ ) e gy . -

A general view across the lawns, the invisible
Ha-Ha ' and the Park beyond, with a carry
ing trolley in the foregound.

One press photograph brought an
amusing sequel; about the all-too-common
view of a croquet player framed in a hoop,
came the enquiry, ‘Where did you obtain the
ten foot hoop?”. At least it gave us even more
publicity.

We realised that we dare not fail because
there was too much at stake for us, the Sports
Council and the Croquet Association, so the
latter were approached and, after we
submitted very careful reasoning, they helped
us with two projects.

The first was the purchase of a generator
and three heavy duty domestic lawnrakers to
remove the ‘thatch’ and the weeds which were

making the lawns so ‘heawy’. This project is
one which could be of great interest to other
clubs and will be the subject of a report in
‘Croquet’ as soon as possible in 1986. At the
moment, it is sufficient to say that minimal use
on the one lawn has seen a marked improve-
ment and that we are expecting a great
improvement on all of them when the full
system is in use in 1986. The sponsorship by
‘RM Tools and Hire Ltd’ and their various loans
during the year did much to make this project
successful.

The second project was one of publicity
and coaching. The Club, the Sponsored
Marathon and the coaching courses were
advertised in several local newspapers so that
the news reached well over a quarter of a
million homes. The response was less than we
might have hoped for but that, I suppose, will
always be true. The full effect of the campaign
will be better judged in 1986 when the
coaching is completed and the full quota of
new members from the possible one to four
dozen can be seen.

THANKS
No report on our first year would be complete
without extending our thanks to all the many
people and organisations that have helped us
and made it all possible. Too numerous to
name as a full list, they include the Croquet
Association (especially Chris), the Sports
Council (especially Mrs Celia Hodges),
Wolverhampton MBC, Dudley MBC (especi-
ally Dave Jarrett & Dave Price), the Joint
Committee for Himley (especially Councillors
Hancox, Hyde, Law, and Simpson), the West
Midlands Croquet Federation, our members
and our other two sponsors, ETF Transport
Ltd (especially Robert Pegg) and All Seasons
Hire Ltd (especially Mr Oliver).
EXPERIMENTS
Rather pleasantly, with so many problems for
the Club in its first year, it is delightful to have
to report that we have undertaken several
experiments which may well help other clubs
when they are complete, One is the trolleys,
the prototype for which is shown in one of the
photographs; second is the lawnraker
equipment mentioned elsewhere; third is a
system to replace chalk lines or the alternative
nylon cord by white tape of the type used round
packing cases; lastly, there is a design, using
the same tape, to give easy marking of new
lawns.

If you are interested in any of these ideas,
please let Chris Hudson know. It may be

Westwood Engineering to
sponsor Test Series
Europe’s leading garden tractor

manufacturer is to sponsor the
MacRobertson Shield Test Series.

Westwood s logo

Based in Plymouth, Westwood employs a
team of 200 people working on day and night
shifts to meet ever increasing demand for their
products. During the past two years, they have
introduced robot welding and assembly aids
into their factory, together with computer
controlled presses and machining centres.

Westwood garden tractors and acces-
sories outsell the competition in Britain, and
they are making considerable inroads into
European markets, particularly in France,
Germany and Belgium. Their machines are
sold through a network of distributors and
dealers throughout the country, and the
venues for the MacRobertson Shield Test
Matches are closely matched to their major
dealers. The Series will thus provide
Westwood with an excellent opportunity to
invite their staff, customers and guests to
events that combine business with pleasure.

Some of their products will be on view at
each Test venue. As they say in their advertise-
ments: “Think of a Westwood tractor as a
lawnmower, that cuts grass well . . . Think of
it as a complete turf maintenance system . . .
But above all, think of the Westwood Garden
tractor as fun, and rediscover the enjoyment
of gardening!”

We look forward to working with them.



The Art of Lawnsmanship No: 3

GH-SPEED WEEDING

LONG-LASTING
FEEDING.
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LAWN FERTILIZER WITH WEEDKILLER
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Lawnsmanship at its best — a With ‘Lawnsman’ Weed and
mixture that's perfect for the less Feed, you get a lawn that looks
than perfect lawn. like the 18th green at Gleneagles.

‘Lawnsman’ Weed and Feed. And the weeds get what they
All the essential plant foods your deserve.

lawn needs to keep healthy, in Care for your gardcn.

slow-release granules that go on
LAWNSMAN

feeding longer than any other
fertilizer you can buy.

Keeps your lawn
greener longer.

And two powerful hormone
weedkillers, to make sure those
nutrients only feed the grass.
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Your Letters (1)

Wrest Park Tournaments

Dear Sir,

We wish to state that we shall use only Jaques

balls in all our tournaments this year. This

detail was omitted from the Fixture Book.
Last year, players were given a choice of

different makes of ball, but this practice is

being discontinued, as it was not popular.

Eric Audsley
Wrest Park Tournament Secretary

r another name?

Dear Sir,

I agree with Smokey Eades’ contention that
the name ‘Golf Croquet’ is simply stupid. Itis
neither golf nor croquet.

In my view there is only one logical name,
which has the important merit of being
simple, HOOPBALL or HOOP BALL.

It describes the game, which is putting
balls through hoops, and the game could
never be confused with any other game which
does not involve hoops.

There are excellent precedents for this
type of name in Basketball, Baseball and
Football.

Leslie Riggall
Kloof, South Africa

Dear Sir,
Following lan Vincent’s letter on this subject,
I have obtained some more information from
the Office of the Data Protection Registrar.
lan was correct in quoting Section 33 of
the Act as the basis for some clubs being
exempt from the provision for registration but
this does not apply to tournament managers.
The details are:

1. Clubs

A club which is an ‘unincorporated members
club’ may hold data on its members without
registration but subject to the condition that
the club must ask each member if he or she
objects to the data being held and must advise
members of what data is to be held. If a
member objects, then their data should not be
included.

This exemption applies only to ‘unincor-
porated members clubs’. Each club should
verify its own status to confirm that this
exemption applies to them. If not, they will
have to conform with the full provisions of the

Act.

2. Tournament Entries & Results

As a tournament manager, | have been
advised by the Office of the Data Protection
Registrar that I am required to register data
on tournament entries and results.

Chris Irwin

Although entrants to our tournaments are
temporary members of the club, they are only
members for the duration of the tournament.
They are not members at the time of entry or
after the tournament when data may still be
held.

As a consequence, the full provisions of the
Act apply and all managers intending to hold
this data on computer must make themselves
aware of the provisions of the Act.

I hope this helps to clarify the position.
Iwould be pleased to give further information
on this to anyone involved with croquet.
Chris Irwin
Bowdon

Reporting Tournament Results

Dear Sir,

It was good to see a number of substantial
well-written articles in the March issue of
‘Croquet’ that were not too obscure, and the
tournament reports are definitely becoming
more interesting. | hope you can continue the
high standard of articles as I am sure there
must be plenty of people prepared to write
them.

Some time ago you asked for comment on
how detailed results should be. It seems to me
that a suitable criterion is how interesting they
are to the reader who wasn’t at that
tournament and is not a member of that club
or a local club. Also, I think that if we are to
take our sport seriously, the results of all open
events should be recorded officially in the
magazine of the CA so that in future there is
an easily accessible record of who the top 100
or so players were. It is also important to know
who the up and coming players are. Anyway,
here are my comments about results for
various events.

Handicap weekends: Since these seem to
be proliferating and are generally not
particularly noteworthy, although usually
great fun, it would seem sensible to just record
block winners or finalists as the case may be.
As far as reports go, I find short 100-200 word
reports all very similar with the odd in-joke.
It might be better to have just a few
representative reports which are slightly

longer and give more of a flavour to the
weekend, rather than cover all weekends.

Open weekends: If played as a knock-out,
full results of the main event should be
recorded, with little mention of Swiss
consolation events, which in my experience
are not taken particularly seriously. If played
as blocks, it is interesting to see full results of
top blocks (consisting of players handicapped
at 4 and better, say). For other blocks, just
record the top places.

Week tournaments: For the handicap
events just record block winners or for
knockouts, semi-finals and final for X, and
winner of Y. For open events (ie A-class
normally) record all results. For B,C,D events
just record semi-finals and finals for
knockouts, or for blocks the top 2 or 3. For
good B classes there might be some merit in
recording full results.

Major tournaments: All results should be
recorded of course.

I hope these comments are helpful and not too
biased towards the top players, but as you
pointed out, results of minor tournaments do
seem to take up a lot of space.

As a final comment | enjoyed the match
reports for some of the national competitions.

Tim Harrison
Cambridge

We should bave more space for reports and
articles in ‘Croquet’ this summer, even
allowing for an increase in advertisements,
as future issues will all be 28 pages. This will
give us a total of 168 pages in 1986, compared
to 128 pages last year. The possible advent of
a ‘Year Book'containing detailed results will
also belp to alleviate the space problem.

As Tim says, there must be plenty of potential
authors amongst us who are capable of
writing interesting articles — either about the
game itself, or on related topics. [ would like
to invite them to put pen to paper.

lalso like Tim's suggestion of slightly longer
articles, giving the flavour of a tournament
oroccasion, rather than restricting reports fo
a standard lengith,

Any commentis readers may bave on this
would be welcome, particularly reaction to
the last two issues in which we bave been able
to include rather more articles than usual.
Chris Hudson

Editor

Dear Sir,

Edgar Jackson’s letter and accompanying
figures and an earlier letter from Andrew Hope
(Issue No 174) discuss the varying chances of
low and high-bisqued players in handicap
competition. Andrew Hope also suggests the
trial of a “self-scoring” method of assessing
each player’s form. | think this idea would be
more effective if, as well as recording results,
players were to record their actual technical
performance.

I hope this season to experiment using
scoring cards like those used in Golf. On
them, players will record the score for each
turn of the game, and then hand the cards to
the handicapper who uses them to calculate
the mean number of points scored in a turn.
From this he can work out the mean number

Continued on page 25.






























