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Tournament Results (4) Golf Croquet

Woking Irish Week: 27 June - 6 July

Event Al

(Open Singles)

Block 1

5 wins: A.J. Mrozinski

4 wins: J. Rose

3 wins: R.J. Smith

2 wins: C. Lamb

1 wins: J. Haigh

0 wins: D.C. Caporn

Block 2

4 wins: J.P. Dawson

3 wins: L. Wharrad, W.B. Denison,
A. Lindley

2 wins: J.S.H. Battison

0 wins: B.P. Whitehouse
Play-off for Challenge Cup
J.P. Dawson bt A.J. Mrozinski +6

Event A2

(Level Singles - Swiss)

5 wins: G. Vince

4 wins: N.L. Luff

3 wins: D.C.D. Wiggins

2 wins: |. McDiarmid, P.Bishop, G.
Cuttle, Dr P.A. Watson

Event A3

(Open Doubles Cup)

lxl

1st Round

C. Lamb & N. Luff bt J. Rose & J.
Haigh +2; L. Wharrad & B.P.
Whitehouse bt R. Smith & 1.
McDiarmid +15; W. Denison & G.
Vince bt A. Mrozinski & G. Cuttle
+12; D.C. Caporn & D.C.D. Wiggins
bt J.P. Dawson & A. Lindley +4
Semi-finals

Lamb & Luff bt Wharrad &
Whitehouse +8; Denison & Vince bt
Caporn & Wiggins +12

Final

Denison & Vince bt Lamb & Luff +5
‘Y’ Final

Mrozinski & Cuttle bt Smith &
McDiarmid +14

Event B1

(Open Singles)

Blue Block

6 wins: J.S.H. Battison

5 wins: Dr J.A. McMordie

4 wins: R.J. Smith

2 wins: M.G. Tompkinson

1 win: W.B. Denison, FH. Newman,
L. Wharrad

Black Block

(Level play, 3rd hoop start, no
contact)

6 wins: G. Vince

4 wins: Mrs V. Tompkinson

3 wins: J.L. Wankling

2 wins: Mrs J. McDiarmid, G. Cuttle
1 win: Mrs M. Vale

0 wins: Mrs B. Mansfield

Red Block

(Level play, 3rd hoop start, no
contact)

4 wins: D.C.D. Wiggins (winner), Dr
P.A. Watson, D.C. Caporn

3 wins: M.J.B. Haggerston, J. Haigh
2 wins: T. Vale

1 win: Mrs M. Newman

Event B3

(Open Doubles: Coleman Pots)

lxn

1st Round

R.J. Smith & Mrs M. Newman bt D.C.
Caporn & G. Cuttle +7; Major & Mrs
T. Vale bt Dr J.A. McMordie & J.L.
Wankling +5; L. Wharrad & D.C.D.
Wiagins bt F. Newman & G. Vince
+9; M.G. Tompkinson & Mrs

Tompkinson bt W.B. Denison & Dr
P.A. Watson +12

Semi-finals

Major & Mrs Vale bt Smith & Mrs
Newman +8; Wharrad & Wiggins bt
Mr & Mrs Tompkinson +19

Final

Wharrad & Wiggins bt Major & Mrs
Vale +14

‘Y’ Final

Denison & Watson bt McMordie &
Wankling +2

Handicap Doubles

(3rd hoop start)

lx‘

1st Round

Haigh & Cuttle (12) bt Major & Mrs
Vale (10%2) +5:; Wiggins & Mrs
McDiarmid (11%2) bt Mr & Mrs
Wharrad +16 (9); Caporn &
Wankling (10) bt Mr & Mrs
Tompkinson (9%2) +6; Vince & Mrs
M.A. Nalder (15'%) bt Dr Watson &
Mrs E.F. Grant (14'2) +13
Semi-finals

Wiggins & Mrs McDiarmid bt Haigh
& Cauttle +20; Caporn & Wankling bt
Vince & Mrs Nalder +14

Final

Wiggins & Mrs McDiarmid bt Caporn
& Wankling +5

‘Y’ Final

Mr & Mrs Tompkinson bt Major &
Mrs Vale +2

Event D

(Handicap Singles)

Red Block

6 wins: A. Lindley (3)

4 wins: J.L. Wankling (7)

3 wins: Dr PA. Watson (5V2), F.H.
Newman (3)

2 wins: Mrs B. Gosden (8)

1 win: J. Rose (-2)

0 wins: Mrs E.F. Grant (9)
Yellow Block

5 wins: J.P. Dawson (2Y%) (winner),
G. Vince (5)

4 wins: M.G. Tompkinson (2)

3 wins: J.S.H. Battison (1)

2 wins: R.A. Gosden (5)

1 win: Mrs M.E. Wharrad (8), Mrs G.
Vincent (10)

Blue Block

6 wins: Mrs J. McDiarmid (7)

4 wins: Mrs W.J. Browne (4'2), D.C.
Caporn

3 wins: Mrs M. Vale (6'/2)

2 wins: W.B. Denison (2)

1 win: L. Wharrad (1), P.D. Coopman
9

Black Block

5 wins: J. Haigh (4)

4 wins: B.P. Whitehouse (3)

3 wins: Major T. Vale (4), Mrs V.
Tompkinson (712), R.E. Vincent (7),
M. Young (9)

1 win: Mrs M. Newman (32)

Phyllis Court: 21-22 June
Peter Howell wins Golf Croquet title

Report by Smokey Eades

In the tranquil surroundings of
Phyllis Court Club the hordes
(well, 12 of them) gathered for
the Premier event of 1986.
Saturday was characterised by
rush peels (of opponent of
course) and in-offs. In singles,
the pikes proved themselves to
be minnows - two of them losing
at the first or second hurdle (or
both). Only the holder Geoff
Roy appeared to be onsong and
his form deserted him once he
had managed to reach the
semi-finals together with Kay
Yeoman, James Wankling and
Peter Howell. The ‘favourites’
for the doubles - Geoff Roy &
lan Maugham - were hammer-
ed 7-1 by June & James
Wankling, who went on to win
the title although only by one
point from Geoff & lan who
recovered their form on
Sunday.

In the semi-finals of the
singles, Kay Yeoman continued
her giant killing feats by
despatching the champion 7-5,
7-3, whilst in the other half
Peter Howell beat James
Wankling 3-7, 7-3, 7-3.

The final between Peter and
Kay, two previously unfancied
players, was a fascinating and
high-quality duel, with Peter
eventually winning 7-4, 7-6.
RESULTS
Singles Championship

Block 1
3 wins: J.L. Wankling

Peter Howell

2 wins: Mrs K. Yeoman (Hunner
up), R.S. Eades, D.J. Croker

1 win: Miss D. Cornelius

Block 2:

3 wins: G.C. Roy

2 wins: P. Howell (Runnev-up), 11
Maugham, D.S. Cornelius

1 win: Mrs J.L. Wankling
Play-Offs

Semi-finals:

Mrs K. Yeoman bt G.C, Roy 7.5, 71
P. Howell bt J.L. Wankling 37, 7.1,
7-3

Final:

P. Howell bt Mrs K. Yeoman 74, 7.6
Doubles Championship

3 wins: Mr & Mrs J.L, Wankling
(Winners), F.I. Maugham & i(
Roy (Runners-up)

2 wins: Mrs K. Yeoman & I°
Howell, D.S. Cornelius & Miss 1)
Cornelius

0 wins: Mrs P. Dirsztay & N Pope

Puzzle Corner — by lan Pliommer

At Oxford University they need to
put out the hoops and peg each
day. An elderly academic,
concerned that they should not
be away from their studies for
longer than necessary, posed the
following questions - what are
their answers?

1. In how many different
sequences could the hoops and
peg be planted in the ground?

2. Where on the boundary must
one start and which sequence
should be taken, so as to finish at
the starting point whilst walking

the minimum distance?

3. What is the minlmum
distance?

Answers to Deborah
Latham's Puzzle (lssue No
186, Page 11)

The 24 names were (In order ol
appearance in the texi)

West; Southern; Latham; Hoy: lnwin
Caporn; Walters; Girling, Keon
Hope; Hilditeh; Avery;r Asplnall
Rose; Aiton; Wood, Guest; Toue
Read; Wright: Hyne; Noble, Doath
Bell.

Continued from page 27

heavier category, whilst offering
incredible wvalue. For many
people, the use of traditional
materials will add to its appeal.

By ordering a narrower,
lighter version, you can have a
low-cost alternative to the

mallets that are so popular with
some tournament players ai
present. Perhaps Townsend
might choose to offer this as an
alternative “standard” version?
Finally, one is forced to
compare the value offered by this
mallet to others presently on the
market. Here you have a
workman-like, reliable mallet of

largely traditional materials and
construction, One wonders how
other, apparently stllar, mallers
can cost over three thimes os
much!

Note: The views exprossed abiove
are those of the author and do nod
in any way reflect an “officinl”
CA view.
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WELL PLAYED NEW ZEALAND!

The photograph above showing the New
Zealand team in front-of the Club pavilion at
Southport says it all.

Here was a team that looked like a team;
ateam that has now most deservedly won the
Westwood International Series and with it the
MacRobertson Shield.

Congratulations to such worthy and
popular winners, and our thanks to all three
teams for the pleasure that watching their
play has given us. We look forward to the next
Series with keen anticipation.

Some indication of the standard of play
can be deduced from a comment made by Joe
Hogan whilst playing at Hurlingham on his
way to winning the British Open. ‘l am only
playing well’, he said, ‘when I go round every

17 July 1986

Telemessage

A.B. Hope, Esq.,

The Croquet Association,
Hurlingham Club,
Ranelagh Gardens,
London, SW6 3PR.

I warmly thank you and all the members of
the Croquet Association for your kind
message of loyal greetings, sent on the
occasion of the Farewell Dinner marking the
conclusion of the MacRobertson Shield
contest.

As Patron of the Association, | greatly
appreciate this message and send my good
wishes for a successful and enjoyable
evening.

. Elizabeth R.

time | hit in. A comment for many of us to

ponder in awe!
This year's British Open was literally a
World Championship, containing the

strongest field of croquet players ever
assembled, and it will be fully reported in our
next issue. The larger than usual entry was
fortunately accommodated by the use of extra
lawns, but many other tournaments this year
have been over-subscribed and this brings me
to my second point.

With more players coming into the game
and keen to play in tournaments, there are
excellent opportunities for clubs to organise
events open to all-comers.

Open tournaments provide more
competition for the club’s own members, raise
plaving standards and help the club’s finances,
as well as providing opportunities for
developing social contacts within the game.

If any club would like to include a new
tournament in the Official Fixture Book for
1987, they should contact Barry Keen
through the CA Office, preferably before the
end of September.,

CHRIS HUDSON
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The Westwood Internationals

The MacRobertson Shield 1986:

An Overview

By David Openshaw: G.B. Captain

The Westwood International
matches for the 1986 Mac-
Robertson Shield were keenly
fought by all three teams. Each
team entered the competition
with some expectations of
winning the trophy. New Zealand
emerged as winners by winning
their first four test matches.

In the opening test at
Bowdon, they established a clear
dominance over the Australians,
winning that test 7-1. At
Cheltenham, New Zealand and
ourselves contested a very keenly
fought match. On the first day,
New Zealand established a 2-1
lead in the doubles, with Hogan
and Murfitt winning a very close
third game against Aspinall and
Irwin. Great Britain hit back on
the second day to level the score
at 3-3. Wins by Avery for GB and
Jackson for NZ took the score to
4-4. In the remaining match,
Paul Skinley had won his first
game against William Prichard
easily and was well ahead in the
second. But William fought back
and was favourite to win, with
clips on rover and peg against
Skinley’s one ball for rover.
Skinley however pulled off a
marvellous hit in on a half-wired
ball from 14 yards to win the test
for New Zealand.

At Budleigh, Great Britain
encountered tougher opposition
than expected from Australia.
But good wins on the final day by
Colin Irwin +26,+26 against
Spencer Buck and by Nigel

Aspinall against Neil Spooner
established a winning lead.

At Hurlingham, Australia
battled hard against New
Zealand and can consider
themselves somewhat unlucky to
lose by a margin of 7-2. Most of
the matches were closely fought,
but perhaps the Australian’s
inexperience let them down at
critical stages.

And so to Parkstone for the
GB v. New Zealand match. New
Zealand again established a 2-1
lead after the doubles matches -
such an important start to the
test match for them. Hogan and
Murfitt won a crucial third game,
this time against Openshaw and
Avery. On the second day, John
Prince set the tone by going to
4-back on the fourth turn, and
won his match +26, + 13 against
Colin Irwin. Joseph Hogan won
aclose and exciting game against
David Openshaw (reversing the
result from the first test). In the
third game, Joe hit a 20-yard last
shot’ with Openshaw on 6th and
peg, pegged out his opponent
and soon set up a 3-ball break to
win. Prichard pulled a match
back for GB, but New Zealand
were leading 4-2. So we went into
the final day needing to win all
three matches. We fought hard,
with Mulliner beating Skinley,
and it wasn't until late afternoon
that Murfitt finally put the issue
beyond doubt with a good win
over Avery, thus securing the
MacRobertson Shield for New

Zealand.

The games between
GB and New Zealand
had been very close, with
little to choose between
the teams. In my view,
the two factors which
differentiated the teams
were the New Zealan-
ders’ better shooting and
their exceptional team
spirit and togetherness.
They fully deserved their
victory and fulfilled their
‘dream’ to win the Shield
on British soil.

In the final test matches,
there was some consolation for
both GB and Australia. At
Hunstanton, Great Britain
defeated New Zealand 6-3. This
time, GB won the doubles 2-1.
Openshaw and Avery (the British
Open Champions) defeating
Hogan and Jackson (the NZ
Open Champions). Openshaw
also had a fine victory over
Jackson (his only loss in the test
matches), Aspinall won in three
against Hogan, and Colin Irwin
beat Graham Beale +4,+4 ina
close encounter.

At Colchester in the last test,
GB established a 4-2 lead after
two days play, but the Australians
won all three singles on the final
day to take the test match 5-4.

The Shield was presented to
John Prince and his team at the
Farewell Dinner held at Hurling-
ham. This unique occasion had
a really international flavour with
representatives from the USA,
Japan, South Africa, and Ireland
together with the three ‘Mac-
Robertson’ countries - all here to
consider the possibility of setting
up a World Croquet Federation.

David Openshau

The MacRobertson Shield 1986
The Final Scoreline

Great Britain v. New Zealand
Cheltenham

GB 4 New Zealand 5
Parkstone

GB 3 New Zealand 6
Hunstanton

GB 6 New Zealand 3

New Zealand won 2-1
Great Britain v. Australia

Budleigh

GB 5 Australia L)
Compton

GB 7  Australia 2
Colchester

GB 4  Australia 5
Great Britain won 2-1

New Zealand v. Australia
Bowdon

NZ 7  Australia 1
Hurlingham

NZ 7  Australia 2
Southwick

NZ 7  Australia 1
New Zealand won 3-0

Final Result

New Zealand won 2 series to win the
MacRobertson Shield. Great Britain
won 1 series.

A Message from the New Zealand Captain

First and foremost | would like to
thank most sincerely, on behalf of
the New Zealand Croquet
Council and the New Zealand
team, Bernard Neal, the Croquet
Association, and all the Clubs
and their officials for staging the
1986 MacRobertson Shield Test
Series. The hospitality extended
to us has been marvellous, and a
special thanks to the Crawley
Club.

The Tests were played in a
good spirit and keenly contested.
Before we left New Zealand, I felt
that the team who most wanted
to win would take the Shield, and
1 also believed that team was New
Zealand. We had five players
from our 1979 side that won at
home, and the best one from a
group of new emerging players.
?he 1982 Tests had been a
disappointing series for New

The New Zealand team mascot

Zealand where we lacked the
determination of 1979, and we
were not going to have that
happen again.

The Doubles were a key
factor in Plan A, with its
minimum 2-1-2 pattern, but
overallI think the winning factor
can be summed up in one word -
‘dedication’. Our small group
trained together, played
together, and won together. We
had marvellous support from our
Manager and Mary Murfitt. They
were always there with Kiwi and
Herbie willing us on.

It has been a marvellous
victory for New Zealand croquet
and we look forward with keen
anticipation for the challenge
from Great Britain and Australia
in 1990. Long may the Mac-
Robertson Shield Series flourish.

John Prince
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Mallets

made to your own
specification
by Jaques craftsmen

Complete sets or single items,
accessories, from all good sports
shops and stores,

The renowned

Eclipse

Championship Ball

Known and used all over the world

E |

361 Whitehorse Road,

)
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Thornton Heath, Surrey, CR4 8XP. Tel: 01-684 4242
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The Home Internationals

Budleigh Salterton 25-26 May
England retain Championship

Report by Phil Cordingley

For the third year running, the
Home International Champion-
ship was held at the players’
choice venue, Budleigh Salter-
ton, this time over the Spring
Bank Holiday. For the first time
since the knockout format was
introduced, England did not meet
Ireland in the semi-final but drew
Scotland, leaving Ireland and
Wales to battle out the other
place in the final. Even more so
than in recent years, England
looked the strongest nation on
paper, including four of the six
MacRobertson Shield represen-
tatives in their five-man team.

Possibly out to prove a point
after being placed at number
three in the England order, Steve
Mulliner hared off with a
quadruple peel, completed with
the aid of a straight triple against
Stephen Wright. This was
followed by an even more clinical
triple in the second, Wright
missing both his shots and failing
to trouble the scorer.

Aspinall wrapped up his first
game against Andrew Hope with
a straight triple after Andrew
approached 1st following a well
executed cannon. Nigel looked a
bit more vulnerable in the second
game when he stuck in 3rd with
the first break laid; Andrew hit
the 20-yarder from 4th and went
to 4-back. Nigel missed the lift
and Andrew went to the peg, but
laid a poor leave having had full
control at the end. Nigel hit the
double target from B baulk and
went to the peg, peeling partner
resourcefully from 4 to 2-back.
From the contact leave, Andrew
attempted to roll up to 4-back but
failed. Nigel joined and Andrew
missed the shot. Nigel made
2-back and, failing to approach
3-back from the East boundary,
retired. Andrew took position at
4-back and ran it next turn. Now
a speculative attempt to run
penult bounced off the wire up to
rover. Nigel spurned this

opportunity to go out on a 3-ball
break but went out a few turns
later, Andrew having hit in once
more but failed to approach
penult.

Openshaw appeared to have
the first game against Murray
when a failed approach to 3-back
offered Martin a 6-yard shot
which he missed. Again looking
to consolidate a winning position,
David let Martin in by missing a
3-yard roquet after penult, having
completed one peel. This time
Martin capitalised by going to
4-back, then to the peg with two
peels after the lift was missed.
David missed a 10vd lift shot and
Martin finished. David then took
control of the match and won the
next two games comfortably,
including a routine triple in the
second.

To complete the 5-0 rout, Eric
Solomon won easily in straight
games against Rod Williams,
and Mark Avery somewhat ner-
vously beat lan Bond by 5 in the

William
Prichard
checks
position in
Sront of local
sponsor’s
board.

third after lan had fought back
well to take the second.

In the other semi-final,
Ireland completed a relatively
easy 4-1 victory over Wales,
David Peterson being Wales’ only
victor, winning in three against
Carlvon Schmieder. The pick of
these matches was the battle of
the Test team players, Colin Irwin
and William Prichard. With a
typically resolute and gutsy
performance, Colin won with a
triple in the third, having replied
in kind in the second after
William had 26’d him in the first.

During the drinks party on
Sunday evening, the players and
club members got their chance to
contribute to Sports Aid, the
grand sum of some £130 being
raised in a collection.

If England thought they had
doneall the hard work by beating
Scotland 5-0 on the Sunday, they
were in for a rude awakening
when Ireland won the top two

Ray Stevens (Manager) and Peter Danks (Publicity Officer) with the
team caplains: (L to R) William Prichard (Wales), Jobn Rose (Ireland),
Stephen Wright (Scotland), and David Openshaw (England).

boards with Irwin beating
Aspinall and McCullough
beating Mulliner (obviously the
point was taken) in straight
games.

In a match perhaps predict-
ably marked by its high standard
of shooting, Irwin won the first
fairly comfortably by 17 and got
off to a good start in the second
by going round on the fourth turn.
Nigel then equalised and went to
the peg with one peel after Colin
missed the lift. Hitting the second
lift, Colin also went to the peg
with one peel and pegged out
Nigel's forward ball. Nigel then
failed to get position at penult
directly from the lift and Colin hit
his 30 yard joining shot, but failed
to finish after missing a
subsequent 3 yarder. Colin then
ran into partner after running
rover and could only peg one ball
out, but he finished the match
after Nigel missed his last shot.

John McCullough got off to a
flying start against Mulliner,
completing a 26 with a triple after
Steve missed the lift. In the
second, Steve was reprieved from
an error at 1-back when John
missed a six foot return roquet
after running 4. John missed the
lift and Steve again had a reprieve
after mis-approaching 1-back
with a triple laid (one peel
complete, peelee in jaws of
penult), John missing the shot
from 1st hoop to 2nd. Steve then
took the forward ball to the peg
and looked like finishing after
John had cormered when his
4-back pioneer hit hoop 5 and he
took off the lawn digging a ball
out of Corner 1. From this, John
went to the peg and pegged out
Steve's forward ball. A few turns
later, John played a good 2 ball
break to hoop 6, then dug Steve’s
ball out to finish the match on ¢
three ball break.

On the bottom two boards,
Mark Avery and Eric Solomon
both won in straight games
against John Rose and Carl von
Schmieder respectively, and
once again it was down to
Captain Openshaw to see
England home against Ian
Vincent. After winning the first
comfortably and looking well set
in the second, David suffered a
Vincent fight back which sadly
came to grief when a 2 foot
rush was missed. The crowd
responded to lan’s attempt to
throw himself off the cliff edge by
taking photos of it!

Scotland salvaged some
pride by beating Wales 3-1 in the
3rd place play-off, their victors
being Messrs Murray, Bond, and
Wright, with William Prichard
triumphant over Andrew Hope
for their solitary win.

So England retained the
Championship for the 5th yearin
succession, but not without a
considerable scare from Ireland,
to whom heartiest congratula-
tions for putting up such a good

af

Tailpiece. ‘Over the edge - the
man who missed a 2 foot
roguet.’
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News from the South Coast

Parkstone: 19-24 May
Mike Wilkins has a successful run

Report by Smokey Eades

Parkstone is one of our friendlier
clubs and, unlike some pres-
tigious places, it has a
commodious and comfortable
clubhouse. With beer at 72p a
pint; with courts mowed
meticulously every day: with
excellent food and admirable
management only the most
churlish of competitors could find
cause for complaint. Indeed
when, on the first morning,
Robert Wiggins’ trousers most
inexplicably and unexpectedly
fell to the ground I guessed that
the tournament would be full of
surprises and good fun.

To be sure the weather con-
tributed to the interest! It is well
known that, in order to ensure
perfect croquet weather, the
Manager is required to complete
a sextuple during the hours of
darkness: this William Ormerod
patently failed to do!

After a wondrous Monday the
barrage of thunder and the strike
of lightning which took place at
10.39 on Tuesday morning was
cataclysmic. Play was tempor-
arily suspended and soon three of
the six courts became unplayable
and so remained for 36 hours,
Double-banking became the
norm, causing problems of
personality and procedure,
especially in the double-banked
doubles. What is supposed to
happen when a player is misled
because a fifth party has moved
one of the balls?

The star of the Tournament
was undoubtedly Mike Wilkins
(4) from Bowdon. John Watson,
David Wiggins and Peter West
also shone and good perform-
ances were seen from two relative
newcomers - John Weyndling
(12) from New Littleton and
Eunice Wilton (15) who won the
Handicap Singles (9 bisques and
above).

Colin Southern was seen to
do an exceptional triple against
John Watson in the Open,
collecting the balls initially from
most unpromising positions.
Whilst in the X" David Wiggins
and Mike Wilkins gave us an
exciting few minutes. David
pegged out both himself and
Mike when he was for penult and
Mike for 3-back. After some cat-
and-mousing, the position was
that Mike was in poor position to
run Rover and David the same for
penult. David achieved his
difficult penult (a ball in the jaws
would have been preferable) and
he then missed a long roquet.
Mike improved his position and,
being missed again, ran Rover

and won.

With continued poor weather,
the Manager’s task became even
more difficult but he coped
remarkably well, fortified by the
unflappable Margaret McMordie
and the occasional tipple of port
and brandy.

Poor weather not only blurs
one’s observation but also dulls
one’s attention, as Kay Yeoman
discovered when playing David
Wiggins. David’s clips were on
peg and Rover, but when he next
got the turn he proceeded to re-
run penult, continued on to make
Rover and then the peg. Only
when both players had cleared
the court were they told of the
condoned error. It pays to sit
outside, even in the coldest wind!

s add

David Wiggins. one of the
finalists

From Thursday on, the
weather tempered a little. The
wind sea-bent to demolish us
moderated somewhat and at
times a weakish sun intruded. On
Saturday happily the Finals were
played in cool sunshine!

Susan Wiggins put up a fine
show to win the Open - a superb
example of steady concentration
and immaculate care whilst the
other Wiggins (father and son)
against Wilkins and James Mays
won an exciting doubles, coming
up from far behind. I doubt if Mike
Wilkins will run Rover again
when his high-bisqued partner is
for 4-back with no chance of
being laid-up!

Perhaps the choicest remark
ofa happy Toumament was made
by a young man to a maturer
woman after he had beaten her
decisively: ‘I feel as if I had just
mugged my grandmother, I'm so
sorry’.

So a pleasant week ended
with Mike Wilkins winning the X’
and the ‘B’ levels. Undoubtedly a
successful Tournament.

Compton: 9-14 June
Susan Wiggins keeps the Challenge Cup

Report by Tommy Vale

As always one feels so welcome at
Compton that it is a pleasure to
take part in their tournaments in
such pleasant surroundings and
a marvellous friendly atmos-
phere. Only two things appeared
to mar an otherwise thoroughly
enjoyable week; one was the flash
flooding of the lawns on the
Wednesday, and the other was
the habit of the general public
(using Saffrons for other sports)
who would persist in taking short
cuts around and sometimes
across the lawns whilst play was
in progress.

In Event 1 - the open singles
- Susan Wiggins had no problem
in retaining the Challenge Cup.
In Event 2 - the ‘B’ class level
singles (312 to 7) - Giles Borrett
who throughout the tournament
had played really well was beaten
by Bobby Crane in the Draw.
Bobby, who had not been playing
well all the season to date, came
to the tournament with his
morale at its lowest ebb, but soon
found his old form, much to his
wife Anita’s relief. Dennis Shaw,
firing on all cylinders, won the
Process, but lost to Bobby Crane
in the final.

Anita Crane won both the
Draw and the Process in Event 3
(712 and over), with Eric Salmon
being the semi-finalist in the
Process, and James Kellaway the
semi-finalist in the Draw. In the
marriage, Eric beat James, and
in the final, Anita Crane, whose
previous good form seemed to

desert her, lost to Eric Salmon.

The Big Handicap - Event 4 -
caused a few surprises. Lionel
Wharrad went out early to Bobby
Crane, and Giles Borrett, main-
taining his form, was neverthe-
less beaten by Susan Wiggins in
the 3rd round. Marjorie Vale - a
much improved player - surprised
us all by using her bisques
successfully to beat Susan
Wiggins and so reach the final
against Bobby Wiggins. Bobby’s
experience, and extremely
accurate and tactical play in the
final, saw him run out a worthy
retainer of the Challenge Cup.

In the Handicap doubles -
Event 5 - Giles Borrett took Anna
Millns round to the final, but
there they were beaten by the
holders Susan Wiggins and
Dennis Shaw.

Finally one must
congratulate Dennis Shaw on his
superb managership because
despite the nightmare situation
he faced on Wednesday morning
with the serious flooding he kept
the programme going - heaven
knows how - so that we finished
ontime on the Saturday without
anyone being much put out. As
usual our special thanks must go
to Eileen Shaw (such a help to
Dennis), and all the ladies who
kept us well supplied with food
and drink, and to Bob Everest the
Club's Vice-President who kindly
invited everyone over to his place
for drinks after the presentations.

|

Budleigh Salterton:

12-17 May

Largest entry for many years
Report by Peter Danks

Why did AEOLUS, King of the Winds, take it
out on innocent croquet players? Why did he
send his normally gentle sons Zephyr and
Notus to bring gales and rain? Other than
scattered sun and one day stolen from
summer, the weather was vile.

There was the largest entry for many years
split into 2 blocks of 7 and 6 blocks of 6. Pat
Tumner managed with accustomed skill for
the 12th year. All games finished as planned
but 2 had to be pegged down.

The Senior final was won by Nigel Gale (3)
of Horsham who beat Frank Newman (3) by
25. Nigel played meticulously throughout the
week, and on two occasions finished with
straight rover peels.

. News from the South Coast

The intermediate event was a cliff-hanger
to the end. John Hatherley (6) pegged out Pat
Macdonald’s (5'2) Black, leaving Red on 2
and Blue on 4-back. About an hour later both
were for rover. John retired and set up a rush
for the peg. Pat made rover. John missed the
peg with one ball and pegged out the other.
Pat hit in. Curtains!

The other final was between Angus
Peterson (12) of Bowdon and the local John
Wasdell (14). In the last few minutes Angus,
who had been behind for most of the game,
managed to pull ahead and win by 3 on time.

Angus is the block from which young
David is a chip. He came with a starred
handicap of 15. By Tuesday he was down to
12, and he went home 9. It might be a good
bet that he will reach -1 before David!

The doubles ran very smoothly. Twenty
games were played and only 2 went to time.
Many were finished comparatively quickly.
The shortest was about 12 hours and the final

was only 2% hours. Angus Peterson and Peter
Danks (5'2) were in an enviable position. Peter
told Angus to do this or that, and Angus did
it! The use of the bisques was left to Peter, who
was playing his incompetent best! They beat
Don Laney (2) and Audrey Croker (512) by 6
in the final. Incidentally Peter’s third win in
four years.

Charles Smith, the Lawns Manager and
Chris Root, the groundsman, had a tough
problem, but the courts were in remarkably
good condition considering the harsh winter
and heavy rain. It bodes well for the courts in
months to come.

The visitors were much impressed with the
five star catering. It almost seemed that some
competitors had only come to sample the lush
grazing!

Book your accommodation early for next
vear, preferably now.

(The results of this tournament appeared in
the last issue (No 186) on Page 2)
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Cartoon by Gillian Nix

RESULTS

Parkstone: 19-24 May
Open Singles

(Advanced Play)

Block 1:

3 wins: Mrs S. Wiggins

2 wins: C. Southern

1 win: J.P.G. Watson

0 wins: R.S. Eades

Block 2:

2 wins: Dr W.P. Ormerod

1 win: FL. Shergold

0 wins: Mrs E. Asa-Thomas

Block 3:

3 wins: L.S. Builer

2 wins: P.D.B. Best

1 win: Dr C.A. Parker

0 wins: R.H.C. Carder

Play-Off:

DrW.P. Ormerod bt L.S. Butler +14
Mrs Wiggins bt Dr Ormerod +4(T)
Open Singles

(Advanced Play: 4-8 Bisques)
Block 1:

3 wins: D.C.D. Wiggins

2 wins: Mrs K.G. Yeoman

1 win: Mrs B.R. Saunders

0 wins: Miss A.M. Ryan

Block 2:

3 wins: M.J. Wilkins

2 wins: G.C.H. Weldon

1 win: Mrs P.E. Parker

0 wins: Air Cdre J.H. Greswell
Play-Off:

M.J. Wilkins bt D.C.D. Wiggins +3
Handicap Singles

(9 Bisques & over)

Block 1:

3 wins: Mrs CW. Marshall (10)

2 wins: F.J. Pope (9)

1 win: Miss J. Wraith (15)

0 wins: J.0. Mays (9)

Block 2:

3 wins: Mrs E. Wilton

2 wins: C.F. Moon, J. Weyndling,
Mrs C.A. Parker

1 win: Dr CW. Marshall

Cripps Memorial Cup: Handicap
Singles

1st Round:

J.P.G. Watson (3°) bt Miss A.M. Rvan
(8) +19; Miss P.E. Parker (4) bt J.
Weyndling (12) +6(T); F.L. Shergold
(%2) bt F.J. Pope (9) +3: G.C.H.
Weldon (7) bt Mrs C.W. Marshall (10)
+21; C.F. Moon (12) bt R.H.C.

Carder (3'2) +16; Mrs E. Wilton (15)
bt R.S. Eades (2) +11; P.D.B. West
{1%2) bt Mrs B.R. Saunders (7) +11;
M.dJ. Wilkins (4) bt Dr W.R.D. Wiggins
(0) +25; Mrs C.A. Parker (11) bt
A.HM. Adam (3) (wo); DC.D.
Wigains (5) bt Mrs E. Asa-Thomas (3)
+23; C. Southern (¥2) bt L.S. Butler
(1) +22

2nd Round:

Air Cdre J.H. Greswell (4) bt Mrs K.G.
Yeoman +4; Watson bt Miss Parker
+22; Shergold bt Weldon +15; Moon
bt Mrs Wilton +15; Wilkins bt West
+17; D.C.D. Wiggins bt Mrs Parker
+16; Southern bt Dr C.A. Parker
(22) +22; Mrs S. Wiagins (-'2) bt
Miss J. Wraith (15) +15

3rd Round:

Watson bt Greswell +4; Shergold bt
Moon +8; Wilkins bt D.C.D. Wiggins;
Mrs Wiggins bt Southern
Semi-Finals:

Shergold bt Watson +6; Wilkins bt
Mrs Wiggins +20

Final:

Wilkins bt Shergold +24
‘Y’ Final

Dr Parker bt Carder +10

Summer Doubles Cups
(Handicap Doubles)

1st Round:

R.S.Eades & Mrs CW. Marshall (11)
bt Mrs K.G. Yeoman & F.J. Pope
(14%2) +13; Dr & Mrs C.A. Parker
(13%) bt Miss P.E. Parker & Mrs F.
Wilton (17) +11; M.J. Wilkins & J.0.
Mays (13) bt R.H.C. Carder & Miss
A.M. Ryan (11%2) +9; Mrs B.R.
Saunders & G.C.H. Weldon (14) bt
Air Cdre J.H. Greswell & Miss J.
Wraith (17) +2(T); Dr WR.D. &
D.C.D. Wiggins bt P.D.B. West &
J.PG. Watson +1; L.S. Butler & C.F.
Moon (13) bt C. Southern & Dr C.W.
Marshall (11'2) +14

2nd Round:

Eades & Mrs Marshallbt Mrs E. Asa-
Thomas & J. Weyndling (14) +6(T);
Wilkins & Mays bt Dr & Mrs Parker
+9; Dr & D.C.D. Wiggins bt Mrs
Saunders & Weldon +14; Butler &
Moon bt F.L. Shergold & Miss A.R.
Robertson (9'2) +14
Semi-Finals:

Wilkins & Mays bt Eades & Mrs
Marshall +8; Dr & D.C.D. Wiggins bt

DON'T YOU WISH YOU WERE HERE?

Anneka Rice arrived at the Budleigh Salterton Club on jJuly 16 (without
ber belicopter) to feature crvoquet in the Thames TV boliday series

‘Wish You Were Here!

With some expert ' tuition by Peter Danks (right), she rana hoop several
times until the Divector was satisfied, and finally pegged out.

Views of the Club and members playing were also taken, and those who
do not know the club may get a good idea of the courts and amenities
by walching the programme, which will be shown in January (vead the

TV Times!).

Butler & Moon +16

Final:

Dr & D.C.D. Wiggins bt Wilkins &
Mays +2

Compton: 9-14 June
Open Singles: Advanced Play
(Played as an American block)

3 wins: Mrs S. Wiggins

2 wins: L. Wharrad

1 win: Dr R. Wiggins

0 wins: H.G. Drake

Level Singles: (32 to 7 bisques)
DRAW:

1st Round:

R.F. Cranebt T. Vale +4; D.A. Harris
bt DW. Shaw +5; Mrs M. Vale bt Mrs
M. Grout

Semi-Finals:

Crane bt Harris +4(T); G. Borrett bt
Mrs Vale +15

Final:

Crane bt Borrett +3

PROCESS:

1st Round:

Vale bt Mrs Grout +21: Shaw bt
Borrett +11; Crane bt Mrs Vale +2
Semi-Finals:

Shaw bt Vale +17; Harris bt Crane
+10

Final:

Shaw bt Harris +16

Final:

Crane bt Shaw +9

Handicap Singles, 7'z bisques
& over

DRAW:

1st Round:

J. Kellaway bt Miss D. Harding +9;
Mrs B. Salmon bt Mrs A. Milins
+1(T); Mrs R.F. Crane bt Mrs M.
Wharrad +4

Semi-Finals:

Kellaway bt Mrs Salmon +8; Mrs
Crane bt E. Salmon +8
PROCESS:

1st Round:

Mrs Wharrad bt Kellaway +10;
Salmon bt Mrs Millns +7; Mrs Crane
bt Miss Harding +10
Semi-Finals:

Salmon bt Mrs Wharrad +5; Mrs
Crane bt Mrs Salmon (wo)

(Lives married):

Semi-final: Kellaway bt Salmon +13
Final: Salmon bt Mrs Crane +3

Continued on page 9













































