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Highlights

The Continental Airlines World

Croquet Championship

Strong Interest and a Steady

Demand for Tickets
By Chris Hudson

News of the first-ever World Croquet
Championship has been received
with much excitement abroad and a
strong overseas entry is expected.

Representatives from Croquet
Associations all over the world will
meet at Hurlingham on the morning
of Saturday 15th July to progress the
formation and future activities of the
World Croquet Federation.

Meanwhile, the CA’s Hurlingham
Office is already receiving requests
for tickets to watch the Champion-
ship- CA members are admitted free
on production of a current member-
ship card; non-members can obtain
a ticket from the CA Office (in
advance please) on payment of
55.00.

The ‘Champion of Champions’ tournament, Hurlingham 1967. Will this year's crowd be bigger?

The organisers of the event are
concerned that anyone who wantsto
attend should be able to do so, but
realistically only a certain number
can watch a match in comfort. We
would therefore ask clubs who are
thinking of coming as a group to
advise the CA Office of their plans
well in advance. Parking at Hurling-
ham could be a problem if large
crowds turn up unexpectedly, par-
ticularly in the final stages of the
competition.

We have no previous experience of
how many spectators to expect at an
event like this, but if we are successful
in attracting corporate hospitality
and achieving a high profile in the
media, there could be a considerable

number.

So please obtain tickets early, and
let us know, approximately if need
be, how many to expect. We can then
plan properly to ensure that your day
out at the Championship is as enjoy-
able as possible.

The next issue of this magazine
will include a separate section giving
the background to the Champion-
ship, player profiles, articles about
the World Croquet scene, and the full
event programme, with travel details
telling you how to get to Hurlingham.

We look forward to meeting you
there.

The Croquet Classic
Entries Up Again!
By Chris Hudson

Early indications are that individual
entries for this year's Croquet Classic
will once again be up on the previous
year. Many players who have com-
peted in earlier competitions have
entered again to test their skill
against all-comers in the search for
the best garden croquet player in the
country.

Clubs have until 1st June to make
group entries for their beginners and
new recruits this season. Remember
that anyone can enter, provided they
have never had a handicap of 18 or
less. The minimum number of com-
petitors in a group is eight, and the
group competition can be organised
in any way you like.

The only stipulation is that the
winner must have played at least
three games to win the group, and
that the group competition is decided
by 30th June in time for the winner
to go through to the National Re-
gional Finals.

Last year, group entries were
received from hotels, schools,
businesses, polytechnics, local
groups of players and croquet clubs.
Several group qualifying competi-
tions were organised by regional
newspapers.

If you would like to enter and find
you have missed the closing date ol

Ist May for individuals, then per-
suade your friends to enter as a
group! It's great fun, and if success-
ful you can win your way to the final
at St Mary's College, Twickenham,
(home of Hugh Walpole) on Saturday
16th September.

For full details of the competition,
entry forms, etc, please contact Chris
Hudson (Tel: 0270-820296).

The Keystone Summer Leisure
Competition
A prize, a Keystone Regency All-
weather 35mm camera, will be
awarded to the CA member who
takes the best croquet-related
photograph published in ‘Croquet’,
Issues 204 to 207 inclusive. In
judging the entries, account will be
taken of ‘atmosphere, interest, and
action’

The Keystone Regency
Allweather 35mm Camera.

The Keystone 35mm camera is
simple to use and with built-in flash
it freezes even the fastest action,
producing good, sharp pictures. It
is resistant to dust, sand and rain and
it even floats. It retails at approxi-
mately £50 at most major stores.

Keystone Tips for Great Pictures

Picture taking can be a snap, and
with today's aim-and-shoot cameras,
anyone can take photos they'll be
proud to share with their friends and
family. There are no big secrets to
taking good photos. Here are some
tips that can make the difference
between taking good and great shots.

1. Keep your hands steady and
elbows tucked in as you press the
shutter button.

2. Stand at least five feet away from
your subject. Being too close will
cause the image to blur.

3. When outdoors, try to shoot the
picture with the sun at your back.
Also, avoid shaded areas that will
cause shadows or cover up your sub-
ject. Indoors, place your subject close
to a background; do not shoot into
the middle of a large room-and don't
forget the flash!

4. Whenever possible, include
people in the picture. This will make
a more exciting, personal photo.

5. Focusonasmall group or part of
a scene for each photo. If you try to
get too much into each picture, most
of it will be lost and the photo will be
confusing.

6. Never leave your camera or film
in the boot, glove compartment or on
the rear window of your car. Direct
sunlight and high temperatures could

have an adverse effect on the quality
of the film.

Following these few rules will help
you take photos you'll be proud to
pass around, and keep your camera
working at its best for many, many
years.
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Editorial

LOOKING AHEAD

Members of the CA's Development Committee have
been asked to think about the ‘Constitutional Role of
the Federations within the CA’ over the summer, in
preparation for a more detailed discussion at the
Committee’s next meeting in the autumn.

With the formation of the Southern Federation and
the discussions now in progress about forming three
separate Northern Federations - Yorkshire & Humber-
side, the North East, and the North West, all operating
within the umbrella of a ‘Northern Croquet Conference’
- all clubs should shortly have an opportunity to affiliate
to their own local Federation.

Strong, financially viable Regional Federations will
make (and indeed, are already making) a major con-
tribution to the administration and development of
croquet in the Regions. They will enable the CAs
operational overheads to be kept to a minimum com-
mensurate with providing a central coordinating
service.,

We shall have to wait and see what conclusions the
Development Committee and Council reach, but
personally | would like to see each Federation given
the right to nominate its own Council representative.
Under this arrangement, Council could still consist of
24 members as at present, but with 9 members nom-
inated by the Federations and 15 members elected by
national ballot. There must be many different views
on the future role of our Federations, and | would
welcome letters on the subject for inclusion in our next
issue.

Once self-sufficient, Federations will be keen to

seek their own local sponsorship, and several Feder-
ations have already achieved this. Most recently, the
West Midlands Federation has obtained sponsorship
from the Heart of England Building Society for three
West Midlands ‘Masters’ tournaments this season. The
entry fees from these competitions will provide an
additional source of income for the Federation - which
makes me wonder why no-one had thought of it before!

These ‘Masters’ tournaments have an unusual
format, which may well provide what some croquet
players have been seeking for some time. Entrants will

SHORT STORY PRIZE
Congratulations to Dorothy Rush, who has won the
Short Story competition for the second year
running, this time with her story entitled ‘My Uncle
George, the First Professional’, published in Issue
197. A cheque for £10 is on its way to Mrs Rush.

The judges were: Alan Tunbridge, Vincent
George, Mark Saurin, Deborah Latham, Roy
Tillcock, Don Gaunt, Peter Hallett, Juliet Povey,
Andrew Potter, Gwen Holliday, David Ruscombe-
King, and Jeane Ackermann.

A large majority of the judges felt that the
stories did enhance the magazine and | look
forward to receiving more contributions from
budding authors. Please bear in mind that you are
writing a short story (maximum 2000 words), and
don't be disappointed if your story is not printed
immediately upon receipt, as there are still quite
a number in the pipeline.

A 525 prize will be awarded for the best Short
Story published in Issues 202 to 207 inclusive.
Stories already received will become eligible for
a prize when they are published.

Once more, the Editor would like to thank all
those who have submitted short stories for the
pleasure they have given. Thank you also to the
judges for sparing time to judge the competition.

be split into blocks of 6 or 7, and will be required to
play everyone else in the block by the end of August.
Block winners will then play in a knockout competition
culminating in a final in October to decide who holds
the ‘Master's’ title.

This format enables those who are short of time or
saddled with heavy business or family commitments
to chose the venue and time for each of their matches,
It should thus be a boon to those who cannot find the
time to take even a weekend off for a tournament,
giving them a chance of competitive play at their own
level.

Finally, news of another interesting development
— theintroduction of ‘group’ membership by a number
of clubs round the country. Under this scheme, any
group (such as a local school or a Wl or TWG branch
or federation) can pay a ‘group’ subscription which
enables anyone from that group to use the club facilities
for a particular morning or afternoon each week.

Many club facilities are under-used during the
daytime, and this scheme has the great merit that it
provides an introduction to the game for potential
members whilst not depriving existing members of
facilities at peak times.

Detailed arrangements about fees and facilities will
obviously be a matter between the club and the group
concerned, but | would be very happy to provide more
information about existing arrangements if that would
help anyone considering introducing such a scheme.

CHRIS HUDSON.

Andrew Bennet explains a point of law to Roland
Sinker.

ROEHAMPTON FIXTURES

Two new tournaments organised by the Roe-
hampton Club were inadvertently left out of the
list of fixtures by club order in the 1989 Fixture
Book. These tournaments will be held on 15-16 July
and 13-15 October.

The Manager of the Ladies Field Cup to be held
at Roehampton has yet to be decided.

ALL-ENGLAND HANDICAP

Winners of the All-England Handicap Area Finals
this year will be awarded a Lorus Sports Watch (see
advert on Page 19). The watch illustrated is just one
of a range of watches made by this company - the
prize watches come with a white linen strap to
match the white body of the watch itself.

Photographs in this issue by: Andrew Bennet, Ely
Standard, Chris Hudson, Phil Gamble, Roger Jackman,
Pat Shine, Andrew Saurin, Peter Bradshaw, David
Higgs, Fraser Mackenzie, Don Gaunt, John Walters,
Charles Townsend, Smokey Eades, Jeff Bowden, David

Isgrove and Dennis Ripp.

Front Cover: Martin Hodges welcomes two members
of the public at the East Anglia Federation's National
Trust competition, sponsored by Moet & Chandon.
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1989 Soham Indoor Weekend

Report by Chris Clarke.

The world's first indoor open croquet
tournament took place at Soham
Sports Centre on 14th and 15th
January. Twelve players had been
invited and despite three of these
being unavailable, the field was still
strong with 8 of the top 11 players
competing. The players were separ-
ated into 4 top seeds who were to
play the winners of 4 lower seeds vs
4 non-seeds.

Players arriving on the Friday night
had been told to start rolling up at
7pm which several did. It was 9pm
when the ever-punctual tournament
organiser John Walters arrived.
However, the CP's used this time
to play on a general knowledge
machine. With hindsight, it is inter-
esting to note that the success
achieved on this machine was
directly proportional to the success
achieved on the croquet lawn - so
next year's event may well be
decided in the bar.

Friday night also brought several
CP's their first sample of John
Walters' newly-acquired driving
skills. Perhaps it is unfair to say
that the hair-raising journey to
Cambridge before the gates were
locked was all John's fault... at least
he ignored Graham Budd's directions
to go straight on, which would have
led to a battle between a red Ford
Escort and a brick wall. The epic
proportions of moving between
colleges and a poker game finally
ensured the members of the U-21
squad their favourite bedtime -
4.45am.

11 o'clock arrived and the tourna-
ment was under way. A crowd of
about 30 were waiting eagerly to see
the promised ‘sort of croquet specta-
tors often dream about. Unfortu-
nately, they were disappointed.

The first two hours of play between
the non-seeds and the lower seeds
was not the most riveting croquet
ever seen. Keith Aiton provided a
brief insight into what was possible
with a solid performance against
Martin French, but it was Cordingly
vs. Walters that brought the excite-
ment. Phil had played well to obtain
alarge lead, but had used up a great
deal of his time. With less than a
minute left, Phil started deeming,
thereby allowing John to trundle
round on a 1% ball break. Phil was
forced to play and his flag dropped
with him still needing 4 hoops. The
result was therefore Walters bt
Cordingly - 4TO) (timed out).

And so the big guns arrived with
Nigel Aspinall showing his skills after
very little practice to defeat John
Walters. Mark Avery, however, fared
less well against Robert Fulford who
played well and benefitted from
Mark's mistakes. Clarke vs. Saurin
followed and Chris managed 2 hoops
before Mark reached peg and peg. A
missed 3 yard peg out allowed Chris
to clang hoop 6 again but Mark failed
to capitalise and Chris made it to
rover before another clang. Mark
used the contact well to miss another
3 yard peg out but Chris was unable
to hit in (perhaps he couldn't face
making more than 12 mistakes in half

Keith Aiton playing in the final.

John Walters (left) and Richard Hilditch,

an hour), allowing Mark through to
the semis. The last quarter final be-
tween Aiton and Mulliner showed
Keith to be in top form - Steve's
misery being com(poundled by
pound coin bets on Keith being
dropped to the bookie (Robert) from
the balcony above. Steve's exit was
welcomed by the other top seed
failures who now realised that the
results wouldn't go towards the
rankings!

The swiss now started and Martin
Murray became the first and eventu-
ally only player to complete a double
peel.

Chris Clarke, playing with Steve
Mulliner's mallet, proved that it is
impossible to miss with it until he
started experimenting with how
much Wrist to use.

The semis were both fairly stand-
ard games with both winners pro-
viding solid performances - the
finalists being Aiton and Saurin.
Fulford had an extra incentive to beat
Aiton since he had been running a
book. Much money had been placed
on the outsiders, especially Aiton and
Saurin, and Robert now stood to lose
20 pounds whichever won.

The match of the tournament was
undoubtedly the 3rd round swiss
between Steve and Debbie Cornelius.
Debbie had played well, but was in
dire time trouble. With one ball left
for the peg, Debbie had only 10
seconds left. Her shot was excellent,
but just hilled off leaving her about
4 seconds left. Steve meanwhile was
wiring Debbie from the peg and
making a few hoops himself, Steve's
kind nature showed in that he didn’t
toy with Debbie too long - when he

started laying up right next to her.
Debbie, not having time to take cro-
quet took a wild shot at the peg and
her time ran out.... a result N.I.D. as
they say. This match provided an
excellent finale to Saturday, finishing
at 11.45.

The evenings (or rather mornings)
entertainment of a game of Scruples
proved two things:-

1. That Mark Saurin could be
beaten at something and

2. That Keith's daughter had aged
1 year.

Sunday’s games started off with the
swiss which allowed Steve to regain
some of the top seeds’ honour by
beating Martin Murray in the final.

After an excellent lunch, the third
and fourth place play-off between
Aspinall and Fulford began. This was
played as a full 26 point game with
1 hour each. This format provided a
much better class of game and
despite a good 4th turn break by
Robert, Nigel managed to secure 3rd
place,

The final started at 4 o'clock and
Keith took the first game after for-
getling a lift, missing the subsequent
3 yard roquet, but running his hoop,
4 back, in the distance. Keith then hit
the long return roquet and finished.

The second game contained
plenty of mistakes and good shoot-
ing by both players, but Mark took it.
Mark was soon in again in the third
and got one ball to peg in a few turns,
but Keith replied with a break to
penult. Lack of control, however,
forced him to concede the innings by
going into opposite corners. After
more innings-shifting, Mark looked

Fiona McCoig playing on a croquet court made from short mat bowls carpets,
with the hoops fitted between the individual carpet strips.

set to finish, but mis-approached
penult - twice! He took a wide join
along the south boundary when
Keith had laid a rush to 6th. Keith
mis-approached 6th and Mark was
left with an easy finish, thereby
becoming the winner of the first
Soham Indoor Tournament.

There were several side events
during the weekend which provided
both players and spectators alike
with a chance to take a break from
the main lawn and perhaps even win
one of the many trophies that Charles
Townsend generously donated.

The final of the bowls carpet event
gave Don Cornelius victory over
Fiona McCoig, whilst Albert Law-
rence beat Charles Townsend (who
had beaten 2 President’s Cup Players)
inthe final of the level play hard floor
event. Finally, Martin French became
the winner of the inaugural Tiddly-
croquet Championship and intends
to donate the trophy (which you've
got to see to believe), as a prize for
‘the most drunk Ipswich player!’

The tournament was voted a suc-

{

Keith Aiton in play on the Hardfloor
Indoor Croquet at Soham, January
1989,

cess and everybody expressed their
hope that this would become an
annual event. The venue, Soham
Sports Centre, was excellent in
virtually every aspect. However, the
incredible ‘hilliness’ of the carpet did
detract somewhat from the standard
of play, with some strokes curling
more than a yard. The format was
not completely perfect, and the top
seeds’ bye was more of a punishment
than anything else.... especially on
such a foreign surface. Most people
found the 40 minute time limits
satisfactory for an 18 point game, but
the 1 hour 26 point game did appear
to give a more controlled perfor-
mance to the play of Aspinall and
Fulford.

Finally, two questions:-

1. Why wasn't Chris Hudson pres-
ent for such a good opportunity to
promote the game, and
2. Who won the raffle?

*The event was promoted by the
East Anglian Federation to obtain
regional publicity. No doubt Chris
was doing his bit elsewhere! — Ed.

WILDLIFE ON THE CROQUET LAWN: Part Il

By Leslie Riggall

SOUTH AFRICA

At a distance of 12 miles we are
too far from the Indian Ocean
(Durban) to receive visits from
seagulls. But we do see an extra-
ordinary range of beautiful birds
while sitting beside the croquet
lawn of the Fern Valley Botanic
Garden.

The only bird which is not wel-
come is the Hadeda Ibis, a large
species which makes a raucous
noise which [ find irritating. My
garden isin effect abird sanctuary,
and because we have no cats or
boys with airguns, as in the resi-
dential area which entirely sur-
rounds us, the garden is a natural
refuge for them. We have more
than 150 species resident here, and
other interesting visitors for short
periods.

Perhaps the most exciting is the
fruit-eating Purple Crested Lourie,
alarge bird the size of a crow, with
iridescent plumage, green violet
and purple, contrasting with its
large brilliant crimson wings.
When these birds fly past, usually
two or three at short intervals, their
crimson wings flashing in the sun-
light, it is a sight which can never
be forgotten. We have three breed-
ing pairs, due to our policy of eco-
logical preservation. Although we
do have thousands of exotic plants,
I have maintained areas mainly
covered with indigenous trees and
plants, and these attract the birds
by providing vast quantities of fruit,
and the millions of insects which
are hosted by the indigenous trees
and plants. Because there is such
an abundance of their natural food,
fruits and exotic plants are rarely
eaten. Thus the deep red or cream
berries of Ardisia crispa, and the
beautiful blue berries of Dichroa
febrifuga, stay on the plants until
the next crop appear.

One of the most familiar of the
large birdsis the Yellow-Billed Kite,
soaring effortlessly overhead,
looking for food. Normally harm-
less to other birds, because it is a
raptor it is often harassed by the
Fork-tailed Drongo, a plucky little
bird which is quite fearless. Such
duels are amusing to watch.

Another raptor constantly seen
is the African Goshawk, a ferocious
and powerful bird not afraid of
humans, and a danger to poultry.
It does not dive onto its prey like
other hawks. We see it waiting in
a tree, from where it launches its
attack on a bird, and pursues its
prey with great speed and agility
through the branches of the trees.

Occasionally we see the magnifi-
cent Crowned Eagle and also the
mighty Black Eagle soaring over-
head. Measuring about 3 feet in

spite of a very short tail, they are
Africa's most powerful eagles, kill-
ing the smaller antelopes, hyrax,
monkeys, young baboons, mon-
goose, etc. The Black Eagle knocks
even largish antelopes over preci-
pices and is reliably reported to
molest leopards. | presume this is
to drive the leopard away from its
prey, quite amazing when one con-
siders the extreme ferocity of an
angry leopard.

quite tame and feeds on crabs,
frogs and fish.

The smaller birds display every
colour of the rainbow, especially
the charming sunbirds, which re-
semble humming-birds and feed
on flower nectar. Our birds are
as colourful as the flowers, as
the names indicate, for example.
Emerald Cuckoo, Yellow Bunting,
Blue-Billed Firefinch, Golden
Oriole, Malachite Kingfisher

The walled terraces above the croquet lawn.

One of the raptors seen constant-
ly after our winter is the Steppe
Buzzard, which flies all the way
from the frozen steppes of Russia
to subtropical South Africa. But the
strongest raptor we see is the
Gymnogene. Mainly a beautiful
soft grey, ornamented with black
and white bands, it has large wings
and long yellow legs which have
evolved from its specialised
method of hunting. It feeds mainly
on tree-dwelling lizards, and climbs
up and down tree-trunks, feeling in
all the holes and crevices with its
long legs and talons for lizards,
nestling birds, mice, etc. It is the
only raptor which hunts its prey
without looking at it. It also hangs
upside down clinging to suspended
weaver bird nests, flapping its
wings rather clumsily as it tears
into the beautifully woven nest to
obtain the nestling.

The lawn overlooks an attractive
pond down below, and a visitor
which stayed for a while was an
African Fish Eagle. This splendid
bird, white, chestnut and black, is
well known for its wild ringing cry,
which evokes a deep nostalgic res-
ponsein all lovers of Africa and its
wildlife. Looking down on the pond
we see at various times many fish-
ing birds, cormorants, the Giant
Kingfisher and other beautiful
kingfishers, the Great White Egret,
various herons, and the unique
Hamerkop (Hammerhead), regar-
ded with superstitious awe by the
Africans, a weird bird which is

(mostly purple and orange), Yellow
Canary, Cinnamon Dove, Paradise
Flycatcher (blue and orange, two
very long pendulous tails) Orange
breasted Shrike, Glossy Starling
(brilliant iridescent green, purple),
Plum Coloured Starling, Trogan
(crimson and green) Blue Waxbill
and Yellow Weaver.

The croquet lawn is embellished
by a series of walled terraces on the
higher ground above it, with *hang-
ing gardens) and as they face north
they are warm and dry and are
much favoured by Lizards. Of these
our clear favourite is the Agama
Lizard. It is the largest Lizard here
and the males are impressive, with
a very large bright blue head and
orange flanks and thighs. Although
they do run on to the lawn to catch
insects, open ground is rather
dangerous with predatory birds
around, and they watch for insects
from the terrace walls or the low
wall surrounding the lawn.

We do not see many mammals,
no doubt because of the danger of
open ground, but a troop of Blue
Vervet Monkeys comes through
the valley regularly, and they insult
us with coughing and scolding
sounds from the safety of the trees
near the lawn.

One night a small dog which
strayed into the garden was killed
right beside the croquet lawn by
monkeys. The method which these
monkeys always use to kill adog is
bizarre and horrible. They sur-
round it until it becomes confused



Natural History

and terrified by the noise and rapid
movement. Then the monkeys
dash in to attack in turn. Each
monkey leaps onto the dog and
tears a strip of skin lengthways off
its back. When we found it the next
morning the whole of the dog's
back was flayed from the head to
the end of the tail. The strangest
feature was the neat precision with
which the dog had been skinned in
narrow strips. We found no serious
bite, but the cumulative effect is
fatal.

Although we do not like to see
these lively animals leaping
around our treasured exotic plants,
they do not eat them, they feed
mainly on the leaves and fruits of
the indigenous trees of the wood-
land.

We have seen three species of
mongoose here. The large White-
Tailed Mongoose is probably only
an occasional visitor. But the
nocturnal Water Mongoose is def-
initely resident, even though | have
seen it only once, by the pond
below the lawn. We have a small
stream and a series of ponds, and
every morning we see fresh tracks
in the mud right through the valley.
Itis a large and powerful mongoose
but harmless, feeding on frogs,
crabs, rodents, and insects.

Even normally reliable writers
make wild statements concerning
mongooses. Col. J. Stevenson-
Hamilton, Warden of the Kruger
National Park, in his classic, “Wild
Life in Southern Africa; refers to ‘its
taste for waterfowl, among which
it creates considerable havoc’. But
an examination of the stomach
contents of nineteen specimens
produced no trace of any bird, the
contents being as stated above,
plus 4.5% of fish.

The species we see constantly is
the small terrestrial Slender
Mongoose, delightful to watch,
especially a small family of this
species, which is normally solitary.
It is intelligent, lively and in-
quisitive, and its quick movements
are sinuous and graceful. The
colour varies from golden sandy to
dark brown, ‘but at present we
seem to have only dark ones. They
like to follow roads and paths, and
search for insects on open lawn,
which makes them vulnerable to
their predators the eagles. A friend
inthe garden, this mongoose feeds
mainly on insects and also eats
mice and lizards, and contrary to
general belief, it rarely kills snakes.

Again Col. Stevenson-Hamilton
is misinformed about this species.
He must have listened to a lot
of nonsense on the subject by
farmers, who are usually preju-
diced against predators, most of
which are beneficial to farmers. He
wrote that it ‘has the reputation’ of

attacking hen roosts, will kill the
deadly Black Mamba, and is noct-
urnal, In fact itis diurnal, and does
not appear until well after sunrise
when it is warmer. An analysis of
60 Slender Mongoose stomach
contents revealed only 5% of birds
and 2.5% of snakes. It is only the
size of a stoat, and if it did have a
serious encounter with a Mamba
the ten-foot snake would probably
eatit. In practice | am sure the little
mongoose would vanish as soon as
it saw such a terrible snake, It is a
friend of the farmer, like the eagles
which are so often shot or poisoned
by farmers who misunderstand the
function of predators.

Incidentally we do not have the
terrestrial Black Mamba here, and
if we do have any of the inoffensive
arboreal Green Mambas they
would be in the tree canopy out of
reach. In eleven years | have seen
many snakes here, but never a
dangerous one. The Zulus panic at
the sight of these harmless crea-
tures. 1 once had to ‘rescue’ a
woman completely transfixed and
paralysed by fear of a pretty Natal
Green Snake in a bush. When |
arrived the snake disappeared im-
mediately, and the woman came to
life again.

We have vast numbers of amphi-
bia and some seek food on the
croquet lawn. Even the truly aqua-
tic platanna sometimes wanders
about (very awkwardly, because it
isso completely adapted for swim-
ming) looking for a new home. This
is familiar in England as it is
frequently featured in zoo aquaria
as the ‘Clawed Frog. It is extremely
voracious and when my superin-
tendent placed one wanderer in a
jar with three shubunkins he found
to his dismay twenty minutes later
that only the platanna remained.
The photograph shows a Red-
lipped Herald snake trying to
swallow a platanna. [t gave up the
impossible task after an hour. The
mild venom, not dangerous to
humans, was fatal to the platanna.

For a naturalist the widest and
most interesting field for study and
observation here is the incredible
variety of insects and other small
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A Red-lipped Herald snake trying to swallow a platanna.

creatures such as spiders. We are
very fortunate in that, apart from
mosquitoes which are found every-
where, even in Artic regions, we
have no stinging flies.

The indigenous trees support
millions of caterpillars which all
become moths or butterflies. Every
colour of the spectrum, and every
shade of those colours, is flaunted
by butterflies as they float or flicker
through the garden.

We have an equally wide colour
range in those living iridescent
jewels the dragonflies. The oldest
flying creatures, preceding the
pterodactyl by 100 million years,
their ancestors included the largest

flying insect that has ever existed,
measuring 2% feet (75cm), which
is the size of an eagle. No other
creature or machine can match
their amazing mastery of flight.
They have dazzling speed, stop-
ping instantly, followed by instant
acceleration or even reversal of
direction. I only wish | had more
time to watch them. One other
interesting fact is that the dragonfly
invented jet propulsion, 300 million
years before man copied the idea.
Itis used in the larval stage, when
it is entirely aquatic. Dragonflies
are important controllers of mos-
quito populations, catching them in
the water and in the air.

One of the strangest experiences
I had while playing on the croquet
lawn was when it was floodlit after
dark. There was a nuptial flight of
termites at the time and these were
fatally attracted by the 18,000 watts
of light. A large bat seemed to
understand the situation and
swooped back and forth over the
lawn, eating an incredible number
of them. The termite’s head and
thorax, to which the four wings are
attached, are hard and had no
value to the bat, but the body is
succulent, sweet and nutritious (in
fact the Africans eat them). As the
bat hit each termite | heard his
teeth snap as he neatly severed the
head, thorax and wings from the
large abdomen instantaneously in
flight, so that he swallowed only
the body, while the useless part
with the wings fell onto the lawn.

| watched with great interest and
found on examination of the re-
mains all over the lawn that the bat
never made a mistake, always
snapping at the junction of thorax
and abdomen. The mystery lies in
the fact that the bat was swooping
at speed, and its vision is poor - it
relies on echolocation to ‘see
things.

An entirely different species is
the very large nocturnal fruit bat.
Called ‘flying foxes, they have a
ghostly appearance flying around
in moonlight. There is a huge wild
fig tree just above the lawn, bearing
many thousands of small figs, not
edible to human taste, but very
attractive to fruit bats. The ‘flying
foxes' make a delightful musical
sound like a high-pitched bell at
night when not feeding. Another
interesting visitor to this tree in
daytime is the large noisy Trump-
eter Hornbill. They comein flocks
and make a strange loud sound, al-
most like a baby crying.

I could write another article or
even a book on the spiders of this
garden. The fishing spider, the
spider that spins a golden web, (it
shines in the sun just like spun
gold), the quite large black spider,
which is so miraculously camou-
flaged and shaped that people can-
not see it even if you tell them
where it is. Perhaps | should ex-
plain that one would never know
where it is unless one sees it go to
its diurnal resting place on a
branch or twig, It doesthis early in
the morning after eating its noc-
turnal web, destroying the evi-
dence of its presence. Another
curious fact isthat each bark spider
differs from all others in shape, so
birds or hunting wasps cannot
learn to recognise them. The legs
are heavily fringed so that when it
folds itself up they merge, and
neither they nor the body can been
seen. | have seen only three in
eleven years, and the first time it
folded up in one very quick move-
ment, | was baffled, asit appeared
to have vanished, and | could not
find it.

Spiders are normally lone hunt-
ers or trappers, and readily Kkill
each other, yet we have a com-
munal spider, many individuals
sharing a huge web and the food
which is caught. Palystes, with a leg
span up to 5 inches, is a powerful
wandering hunter capable of kill-
ing geckoes, but harmless to
humans unless one is so foolish as
to poke a hand into a female's nest
when itis guarding its baby spiders.
This formidable spider is the prey
of a beautiful blue and orange
wasp, which attacks and paralyses
its much larger adversary. Occa-
sionally they drag a live but help-
Continued on Page 15

Chairman’s Report
By Martin Murray

| recently heard of a gathering of
players at a large croquet club
who were quite adamant that
Andrew Hope was still chairman
of the CA. This comes as a salu-
tary reminder towards the end of
my first year in office that the CA,
and certainly its officers, are not
as important as we might some-
times like to think. But this is
perhaps a useful theme for an
annual report, as we look back
over the last year.

In his report last year Andrew
mentioned the importance of en-
suring that the finances of the CA
are sound, and this continues to
be the largest problem with
which the Council has to deal.
Most of our income comes from
three sources - subscriptions,
sponsorship, and the Sports
Council grant. The futures of the
latter two are very uncertain, so
that a sound funding of our es-
sential activities can only be
based onincreased membership.

Membership showed another
healthy increase in 1988, but we
need more that 2000 members to
fund our regular expenditure
(magazine, secretary, tourna-
ment programme etc.). The al-
ternative will be a smaller maga-
zine, unless we can continue our
current level of sponsorship
income.

The sponsorship and grant
components of our income are
being mainly applied to the de-
velopment programme, inclu-
ding the employment of our
Development Officer and Gaz-
ette Editor Chris Hudson, with
the aim of increasing the mem-
bership to the required levels.

The Sports Council grant does
however come with strings, par-
ticularly the requirement that
funds be applied to particular
programmes. Thus we have to
spend money on coaching vid-
eos, which have been supported
by the Sports Council, rather
than on grants for the provision
of new lawns, which have not
been supported.

Sponsorship is the only way
that we have been able to
support the recent level of
activity in the development
programme, but it is never easy
to get new sponsorships when
agreements expire. This makes
budgeting, particularly in the
medium to long term, very dif-
ficult, and we have to make con-
tingency plans for the situation

where we have no sponsorship
income at all. The Garden
Croquet Classic, which was so
successful in its first year when
sponsored by Lassale, was run
without sponsorship in 1988, and
attracted even more entries, but
cost quite a lot of money as well
as volunteers’ time and effort. Its
publicity value as a means of
attracting new members to the
CA makes the effort well worth
while, and we will continue
supporting it in 1989.

While we were relatively suc-
cessful with gaining sponsorship
in 1988, most of those agree-
ments (Listers, Carlsberg, and
Bombay Gin) have now expired,
and we have so far only got one
definite agreement to replace
them. This is however a most
exciting opportunity, since our
agreement with Continental
Airlines will enable us to stage
croquet’s first ever official World
Championship, at Hurlingham in
July.

This represents a unique op-
portunity to gain publicity for
croquet, and all members can
help in this by collecting any
press cuttings from their local
press, as well as details of local
TV and radio coverage. An ex-
ample of what can be done was
provided by the Solomon trophy
match against the USA in 1988,
when the excellent hard work
putin by Peter Danks, Chairman
of the Publicity Committee, res-
ulted in an unprecedented
amount of media coverage of the
event. For the first World Cham-
pionship we can and must do
even better.

The fact that this new World
Championship can be titled ‘offi-
cial' is a concrete result of the
formation of the World Croquet
Federation. This body has taken
longer to form than we had orig-
inally expected, but it is already
showing benefits. International
croquet is becoming more im-
portant, with increased contact
between different countries. The
American players who came to
England last year for the
Solomon Trophy match and the
Open Championship made many
friends, and we look forward to
seeing some of them and players
from other countries at the
World Championship in 1989.

The pages of our gazette fre-
quently contain reminders that
we have a lively membership
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with strong opinions about the
running of the CA. Two recent
issues that have raised members’
concerns have been profess-
ionalism and drugs. Both issues
may seem irrevelant to the
friendly atmosphere we all ex-
pect at tournaments, and Council
may seem to be out of touch with
members in raising these two
issues. In fact, both changes of
regulations were responses to
outside pressures; in the case of
professionalism the threat of a
split as a few players become
attracted by prize money offered
by sponsors in the USA, and in
the case of drugs a requirement
of the Sports Council, who are
following government demands
to ensure that all sports are free
from drugs.

Itis my firm belief that croquet
in England will remain almost
totally amateur, and drug-free,
whatever rules we make. But if
Council had failed to change the
regulations on professionalism,
we would have risked a dama-
ging split between the majority
of players and those few lucky
enough to be able to win prize
money abroad. The effects of
such splits on other games, such
as rugby, are not what | would
like to see happening to croquet,
and the example of rugby also
shows that amateurism is not the
cast-iron guarantee of good be-
haviour by players that some
people suggest. And a failure
to introduce anti-drug regula-
tions would have put our Sports
Council grant in danger.

Once again | seem to have
come back to money, which is
not what croquet is about, but

Martin Murray.

unfortunately tends to be what
administration is about. Instead
1 would like to end by acknow-
ledging all those people who
have worked so hard during the
past year to make croquet the
enjoyable game [ want it to be for
us all. Chris Hudson and Brian
MacMillan are both paid for their
services to the CA, but we are
very fortunate that both of them
are so dedicated to the interests
of the Association.

The volunteers, members of
Council and others, are too nu-
merous for all be named, and it
might seem unfair to mention
only one. But in fact it would be
unfair not to mention our long
serving Treasurer, Alan Oldham.
Only when | became Vice-
Chairman did I start to appreci-
ate how much work Alan does
for the CA. Having worked so
closely with him for the last year
I cannot imagine how the CA
could survive without his wis-
dom, experience and dedication.

OBITUARY
Miss H. D. Parker
Many of the older visitors to
Southwick will be sorry to learn
that Hazel Parker died at the be-
gining of February.

At one time she was a member
of the Compton Club, but she was
associated with Southwick for over
thirty years, where she was a loved
and respected member. She work-
ed hard for the Club in many ways,
being Hon Secretary in 1960 and
1961 and also at one time Tourna-
ment Secretary. Her first tourna-
ment win was the 'D’ class event at
Devonshire Park, Eastbourne, in
1950, which she won with a handi-
cap of 10. For the next twenty years

and more her name was seldom
out of the prize lists, particularly at
Southwick and Eastbourne, and
her handicap came down to 2%.
In 1967 she playedin the Ladies'
Invitation Event. Inthe early 1970s
she moved from Hove to live in
Southwick, very near the Club,
where she became an almost daily
visitor. She played in tournaments
until 1979, and even after she could
no longer play she came often,
with her inseparable companion,
Bella, a long-haired dachshund, to
meet old friends and watch games.
In 1988 she moved into a nursing
home in Seaford to be near her
family, and she died there.

JH.B.


































