Atco, Britain's leading manufacturer
of premier lawnmowers and garden
machinery, is the official sponsor of
the British Open Croquet Champion-
ships in July. An agreement has been
reached with the Croquet Associa-
tion to host the event annually until
1992.

The Open Singles and Doubles
Championships, to be held at the
Hurlingham Club this year, will take
place from 15-22 July. They are setto
attract a record number of players
from all over the world which is
further evidence of the growing
popularity of the sport. During the
last four years, the Croquet Asso-
ciation has doubled its membership
and is now attracting players to its
national network of over 160 clubs
and associate organisations.

Sponsors the
British Open Croquet Champlonshlp

‘We are delighted to be the official
sponsors of the championships’ says
Andrew Thorpe, Marketing Manager
of Atco. ‘We are always looking for
ways of demonstrating the import-
ance of fine grass cutting to the public
and these events provide the ideal
opportunity to do so. The playing
surface of a competitive croquet
lawn has to be exceptionally smooth
- a finish that can only be achieved
using a power cylinder mower such
as an Atco Imperial or Club!

A logo has been specially designed
for the Atco British Open Croquet
Championships that will appear on
all leaflets and publicity material,
including clothing for the players.
The logo will continue to be used
throughout the three year sponsor-
ship period.

The Atco Imperial makes light work of croquet lawns.

CHOOSING A MOWER FOR YOUR GARDEN
By leading horticultural expert John Negus

To give any lawn the best finish, you
should always mow at right anglesto
the previous cut.

There are two types of mower -
cylinder and rotary.

You will already know that not all
mowers cul grass in the same way.
With a cylinder mower, each blade
of grass is cut between the revolving
blades of the cylinder and a fixed
lower blade to ensure a neat, clean
cut and encourage the growth of
healthy new, lush grasses.

Rotary mowers, on the other hand,
have a tendency to ‘smash’ each
blade of grass, leaving a ragged tip
which quickly browns.

While arotary machine is conveni-
ent and cuts relatively long grass, a
closer, finer finish is achieved by
using a cylinder mower. For more
than sixty years, Atco has pioneered
cylinder-bladed machines. Apart
from the Super Clipper, all have rear
rollers which guarantee that greatly
admired light and green banded
finish. No matter what size of lawn
you have, Atco's models manicure it
to perfection.

For small areas, the Atco Super
Clipper - a welcome newcomer - will
serve you well. A five-bladed hand-
mower with side wheels and grass-
box, it's ideal for cutting awkward
corners, long grass, banks and under
bushes. It comes in two cutting
widths - 14in and 16in - priced
respectively, at around £80 and £85.

Another breakthrough for domes-
tic lawns is the self-propelled, petrol-
driven Atco Ensign, available in three
cutting widths 12in, 14in and 17in.

Its six-bladed cylinder delivers an
immaculate 73 cuts per yard and it’s
very easy to start. It costs from £395
to $485. The company is also proud
of its quartet of Commodores which
won the Garden Machinery Associ-
ation’s Best New Product of the Year
Award last year.

Cutting widths vary from 12in to

John Negus.

20in and prices range from $435 to
§935. You have the option of electric
starting, too.

For that croquet lawn finish, opt for
the sophisticated Imperial. With a
cutting width of 17in and a steel
comb to raise flattened grass, its ten-
bladed cylinder ensures a superfine
finish. It costs £1,045.

Why walk when you can sit and
mow! That's the philosophy behind
the six-bladed Atco Royale, a petrol-
driven ride-on designed for trimming
vast swards in the shortest possible
time.

It now features a full-width fail-safe
clutch bar control. There are three
models with cutting widths of 20in,
24in, and 30in, priced from §1,275to
§1,650.

The Atco Super Clipper.

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES
WORLD CROQUET CHAMPIONSHIP
Entries for Qualifying Competitions

The first qualifying round for the
Continental Airlines World Croquet
Championship is for overseas players
and will be held at Surbiton on
Thursday and Friday, 12th and 13th
July.

Entries received so far include
Tarik Al Sa'eed, from Dubai, Jean-
Baptiste Grochain, the Champion of
France, and Norman Eatough from
Geneva. Three players from the
United States are expected to play -
Peyton Ballenger, ‘Tremaine Arkley,
and Ray Bell.

The other two qualifying competi-
tions, open to players domiciled in
the UK and Eire, will be held at
Surbiton on Friday to Sunday, 3-5
August, 1990, and at Southport on
Friday to Sunday, 10-12 August, 1990.

Entries for these two competitions
should reach the Croquet Asociation
not later than first post on Monday
23rd July 1990. The entry fee is 515
and the successful qualifiers will be
required to pay an additional §25 Lo
play in the World Championship.

A maximum of 16 players will take
part in each qualifying competition,
and although the format may be
affected by the number of entries
received, itisintended to divide each
qualifying competition into two
American blocks of eight.

Entrants must have a grading of al
least 80 according to the CA Grading
List compiled immediately alter the
1990 Atco British Open Champion-
ship. Other tournament conditions
are available from the CA Office.

COMPETITION
v ATCO SUPER CLIPPER WORTH X
£79.95 TO BE WON!

If you have always wanted a perfect
lawn - but have never managed to
achieve that close, cropped look -
maybe you're using the wrong lawn-
mower. Why not try your hand atour
easy to enter competition and you
could win a fabulous Atco Super
Clipper.

The Croquet Association has
teamed up with Atco to offer you the
chance to win a fabulous Atco Super
Clipper worth £§79.95. With adjust-
able cutting heights and a large
capacity grassbox, the Atco Super
Clipper hand pushed lawnmower
delivers 35 cuts per yard and will give
your lawn a scissor-sharp finish fit for
any croquet game.

Based at Stowmarket in Suffolk,
Atco has been manufacturing quality
lawnmowers for over 60 years.

All you have to do to enter is
answer the following questions
correctly and complete the tie-
breaker:

1. The Atco Super Clipper is:
(A) an electric hover mower.

(B) a petrol powered cylinder
IMOWEr.

(C) acylinder hand mower.

2. The Atco Super Clipper ensures

a neat clean cut because;

(A) thegrassiscutin ascissor action
between the fixed lower blade
and the revolving blades of the
cylinder.

(B) the rotary blades smash the tip
of each blade of grass.

(C) the rear roller produces those
much admired stripes.

3. The winner of the 1989 British

Open Croquet Championship was:

{A) Robert Fulford.

(B) Joe Hogan.

(C) Steve Mulliner.

Tie breaker

I think an Atco lawnmower is best for

a croquet lawn because ...

(Complete in no more than 12 words.)

Please send your entry to: Alco
Croquet Competition, 5 Berners St,
London, WIP 3AG by 1st September
1990.
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