Tony Antenen

Having barely escaped drowning
in a floodtide of paper over the last
six weeks and with the build up to
the AGM that weren’t and with the
Easter break truncating the working
week one might suppose your

... The Secretary’s
Cup runneth over

excused for putting up a “This Space
Could Sell For You” sign under his
header and giving the column a miss
this month.

Ah! But not only has he had to
contend with the slings and arrows of
administration he also is preparing to
move his Office. Not far, | grant you,
butfar enough given the physical task
of moving and the three-man work
force to accomplish it.

Yea! Even as | put my few words
on paper | am surrounded by a
packed, half-packed and to-be-
packed office. | am constrained, by

Secretary could just conceivably be factors over which | have no control

whatsoever, not to commence
moving until the Wednesday before
Easter and to have the present
accommodation vacated by the
Tuesday after the break.
Consequently, if you tried to contact
the Office overthat period and either
got the bird-scarer that poses as an
answering machine or similarly
failed to raise Lazurus, that's the
reason.

Of course | realise that this will
arrive long after the event but this, a
poor thing but mine own, is the
reason why there is no contribution
from the Secretary in this edition!!

Can you think of a suitable :
caption for the photograph
on the right, kindly sent in
by Deborah Latham. =
Any particularly aptor .=~
i witty suggestions will be

published and may even

receive a copy of the new CHRANN |
“Townsend's Croquet {21 R &
Almanack 1992”. EN>
TirlelalulT

© 0 5

Crossword [3TelLh

Also on the right, the c
solution to Crossword [SAAlTIEl ['®
Puzzle No.5, published in c A
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Compton Club Fire

Arsonists have destroyed Compton
Croquet Club’s pavilion at the Safrons
Sports complex in Eastbourne.
Detectives are investigating the cause
oftheblaze, which broke outinthethe
ladies’ changing rooms and quickly
spreadtothe restofthe pavilion causing
£25,000 damage. .

The Club was formed in 1898 and
currently has around 100 members; it
hosts the annual South of England
Championship and in 1986 was a Test
Match venue for the MacRobertson
Shield. By the time you read this the
clubwill be “fully operational” again,
after the fire on 17th January.

Celia Steward burns bra

Not through a burst of feminism
from croquet’s long repressed female
legion (despite the uprising caused by
a Tournament Commitee plan to
shorten early rounds of the Womens
Championship from best-of-three to
single game). In fact Barlow Bowl
player Celia was an unwitting victim
of the aforementioned Compton fire,
having left a bag of personal belongings
inthe Ladies’ changing room after a far
distant Compton tournament!

Top seeds battle over first title

The Western Championship at
Cheltenham over the May Day bank
holiday saw World and British numbers
1 and 2, Chris Clarke and Robert
Fulford, battle for thetitle before flying
to the US 3 days later for the 1992
World Championship. David
Openshaw and John Walters (ranked
3 and 4) were both absent, though last
year’s finalists Steve Mulliner (holder)
and David Maugham both made strong
bids.

Chris took the title in a best-of-five
final, which was of impressive quality
for play at this very early stage in the
season.

By Royal Appointment

JohnWalters and Robert Fulford will
berepresenting croquet at Buckingham
Palace on July 9th. They have been
invited to a Garden Party which will
mark the 40th anniversary of our
Queen’s accessionto the thrown, with
allthe men and women of Britain who
have achieved World Championship
status during her reign.

British Croquet Masters
Championship

Council adopted JohnWalters’ paper
which implements a new name forthe
erstwhile anonymous “President’s
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Cup”. In future the select event for the
top 8 British Players will be termed the
Croquet Masters Championship, inline
with other similar sporting events. CA
President and past winner ofthe event
(indeed, all events!) John Solomon
spoke in favour of the idea at the
meeting. Echoing the voicesof many a
potential suitor, John Walters said
afterwardsthat scepticsshould notthink
interms of losing a name, but gaining a
new one; since the event will still be a
competition for the President’s Cup.

Who wears the (flat soled) boots?
You have to be made of strong stuff
to make it to the top of women'’s
croquet in the nineties, and perhaps
the media will soon be looking for our
best ladies to get their whips out after
the recent Council decision over the
croquet Masters. Why? Because as
ChrisHudson pointed out, itpavesthe
way to rename the top women’s event
the “Mistresses of Croquet”! Well, that
would seem appropriate - after all the
conditions do specify the event as
being for the best available women!

Historic Medals

Kay Longman has left her substantial
collection of Croquet Medals to the
CA. Although the Association still gives
a “silver” (effect!) medal on rare
occasions, these are fromanerawhere
achievements were often marked by
the gift of beautifully crafted silver
medals. The collection includes
medals for appearances in the
“Beddows Cup” (predecessor of the
“President’s Cup”), which bear reliefs
of croquet scenes on them. The CA
will of course be keeping an example
of each medal type for its own
collection; other collectors will be
interested to know that the CA is
considering a ‘Dutch Auction” for the
remainder.

Chastleton House -
saved for the Nation
Duetothetimely intervention of the
National Heritage Memorial Fund, The
National Trust now owns Chastleton
House near Moreton-in-Marsh. This
unique Jacobean House hasremained
unaltered and intact but alas in a poor
state of repair. So it will be two years
before it can be opened to the public.
The National Trustdirectors are aware
of the importance of Walter Jones
Whitmore to croquet and appreciated
the gift of David Prichard’s ‘History of
Croquet’, but as the furniture is in store
they are unable to find Whitmore's
paperswhich wereinachestofdrawers

in his erstwhile bedroom 25 years ago.
They have found a framed photograph
of the house with two croquet lawns. It
would be wonderful if they could be
restored too.

Historic Appearance

John Solomon can look forwardto a
round of applause, certainly in peoples
heartsand quite possiblyontheirhands,
when he steps out onto the lawn at the
1992 World Championship inthe USA
during May. The man who more than
any other represents croquet, after a
lifetime of phenomenol successonthe
lawn, earned a place in the
Championship by winning the
European Qualifying tournament in
France at the end of April. Itwill be his
first appearance in a major event since
retiring some 15 years ago after a 25
year career which was the most
successful of any croquet playertodate.

A Great Improvement

Congratulations to Paul Day and
Eileen Magee, who were presented
with the Apps and Steel Bowls at the
“Not the CA AGM” in March, for
respectively being mostimproved man
and woman croquet player during the
1991 season.

Above: John
Solomon,
most
successful
croquet
player ever

Below: Eileen
Magee - up
and coming

Statistically Significant

Publication of the 1992 edition of “Townsend’s Croquet
Almanack”, (available from Eastern Rose Publishing) reveals some
interesting facts aboutthe past seasons inthe main croquet-playing
countries. In particular, a new set of tables lists Robert Fulford in
the top three of all 7 relevant tables! Empirical evidence also for
David Openshaw’s reluctance to perform “triple peels” - heis 2nd
in the % games won table; but a lowly 16th in the % games won
with triples table!

Into Africa

Croquet is wasting no time in taking advantage of the new
political climate in South Africa. With Test Tours in the planning
and stars like Chris Clarke already playing in major SA tournaments,
other croquet players are finding out about the many things this
country has to offer. With a number of club players having visited

.during the 91/92 winter, those wanting to go in 92/93 are set for

amuch easiertime now that Musgrove World Travel are arranging
all-in holidays. They will take care of all the details, including play
against South African players when you arrive. They specialise in
tailor-made holidays, allowing travellers to mix croquet with the
unique experience of Africa in whatever way most suits them. See
their advertisement on page 3 and write or phone for details.

Croquet Summer Schools

Mainly for players with handicaps of 12 or more. At Ardley, 2nd
to 8th August 1992; cost for residents: £178, for non-residents:
£43.80. (Details: Mrs M Payton, 21 Marine Parade, Seaford, East
Sussex BN25 2PL. Open to both CA Associates and non-Associates;
course given by SE Croquet Federation).
Loughborough, 3rd to 7th August (Details: Shirley Sandover,
Loughborough Summer School, University of Technology,
Loughborough LET1 3TU, Tel: 0509 222773. Associates Only).

Beerseller still on tap

Those who might like to get hold of BEERSELLER, to sample one
in their wide range of delicious beverages after seeing the
advertisement in the 1992 Fixtures List, should note that in their
infinite wisdom BT have changed the telephone number! The new
number is 0730 266600. Cheers!

Women’s prerogative may still be exercised

The closing date for entries in the Womens Championship has
been put back, so itis still not too late to enter if you really hurry.
This is because the format will include BEST OF THREE
THROUGHOUT, contrary to what was advertised in the Fixtures
List, and in the light of this additional ladies may wish to play.
Entries should be sent to Mrs R F Wheeler at Cheltenham CC. As
an added incentive, there are still men desperate for partnersinthe
Mixed Doubles event - roll up, roll up!

Restless British Seniors

The date for the finals of the British Seniors Championship has
changed once again. They will now be held at the Roehampton
Club between 17th and 18th September. Honest!

Change of Secretary - Guinness unaffected

Readers who | understand are now queuing up to get into the
1992 event, after my ecstatic review in the last issue, will be
interested to know that The Secretary for Carrickmines Croquet
Club is now Jane Shorten. Entries should be sent to her care of the
clubat Glenamuck Road, Carrickmines, County Dublin, IRELAND.

1991 All England Handicap
The 1991 winner of the All England Handicap was C Wood.

How WouLD YOUR

GAME IN
SOUTH
AFRICA
COMPARE
WITH
OURS

?

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED COMBINING A HOLIDAY
IN THIS DELIGHTFUL COUNTRY WITH AN
OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY CROQUET WITH YOUR
FELLOW ENTHUSIASTS? WE SPECIALISE IN
TAILOR-MADE TOURS TO SOUTHERN AFRICA

AND CAN OFFER YOU INDIVIDUAL ITINERARIES

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES USING THE
DIRECT SERVICES OF BRITISH AIRWAYS
OR SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS.

Musgrove

WORLD TRAVEL

MUSGROVE WORLD TRAVEL LTD
TRUSCON HOUSE

11 STATION ROAD

GERRARDS CROSS

BUCKS SL9 BES

Tel: 0753 891313

Fax: 0753 891414

Tailor-made Tours for the Discerning Traveller

CROQUET 3



fter losing the MacRobertson
Shield to New Zealand in
1986, it seemed for a while

that as far as the international scene
was concerned British Croquet’s day
had passed and was unlikely to return
inthe foreseeable future.

Yet in 1990 Great Britain regained
the MacRobertson Shield, and at the
end of 1992 British Croquet clearly
dominated the world. Robert Fulford
and Chris Clarke were the first of the
new breed to give hope, back in the
late eighties the talent of these (then)
schaolboyswas clearly apparent. Mark
Saurin’s late bid for stardom promoted
himfrom a virtual unknown when test
squads for the 1990 test series were
being considered, right into the 1990
team itself come selection day. The
last youngster to attain international
status to date is David Maugham, who
won the President’s Cup in 1990.

However, it is perhaps the rise of
players who far from being new on the
scene have been “knocking around”
for ages that is most interesting. Steve
Mulliner had been considered the best
also-ran in the game for many years
until, at the end of the eighties a new
spirit seemed to possess him. Having
stood in the shadow of Nigel Aspinall
for countless years, it was as if Steve
scented a new vulnerability in his old
rival. Seeing the light at the end of the
tunnelspurred Steve onto produce the
best croquet of his life, and he finally
produced his first victory in the Open
Championship after many years of
trying.

David Openshaw has been
renowned asthetoughest nutto crack,
sometimes it seems forever. He has
gainedthe honour of being a perpetual
Captain for the GB team. Few could be
moresuited; his game revolves around
- adoggedness that wearsthe opponent

down, producing his best croquet only
~ when on the verge of losing.

Unspectacular (exceptwhen spectacle
may be needed to pull off some
astonishing reverse), itis easy for players
- especially those who are relatively
new tothe scene - to regard Openshaw
almost like wallpaper! Always there,
 but not expected to actually win a

- major against the flashier opposition.

Unyet it was Openshaw who
_ performed best against an otherwise
~ unstoppable Hogan, when the New

~ Zealanders were here in 1986.
Openshaw who has a more-or-less
permanent lease on the Northern
Championship trophy. Recently
Openshaw has gone from strength to
~ strength; suddenly producing aflourish
-"of a triple peel here (previously

4 enoausr

eschewingthe
“standard”
expert’s
manoeuvre as
rash), a defeat of
a brash young
upstartthere. Only
the blinkered were
genuinely surprised
when David reached the
final of the World
Championship attheendof 1991.

With all its stars, hoping
perhaps to dominate British
croquet in the way Nigel
Aspinall or John Solomon
did in their day, the top
3 honours in the world
went to 3 different
playersin 1991, British
croquet dominated the
world, but no single
player dominated
British croquet!

John Walters

Isaplayerwhohasbeen
aroundforover 10 years now.
He first entered the ranks of A class
players 8 years ago, winning the
Chairman’s Salverin 1985 and playing
in the President’s Cup in 1986. In his

Best of British

mid-twenties he appeared to have lost
his appetite for the game, and his best
croquet looked behind him. On the
verge of giving up serious croquet at
the end of the eighties, he reached
instead a turning point. A visitto S E
Asia, during which he spent some
months travelling round Thailand,
Malaysia and Indonesia had a
profound effect. Returning more
focused and committed, but with a
more pragmatic even “laid back”
attitude, Walters returned to the use of
his original grip (abandoned years
earlier through injury) and
painstakingly constructed astyle based
on that of Joe Hogan. Over the next
twoyears perseverance gradually paid
off as Walters rose again through the
ranks.

Finally, during the 1991 season
John's efforts appeared to be bearing
fruit. Concentration was resulting in
more solid play, and the Buddhist-
influenced state of mind adopted from
his beloved Thailand made for a more
sturdy approach. He reached the
World Championship having been
beaten only by No.s 1 & 2 Clarke and
Fulford in several months of British

Championships. Nevertheless, he was
surprised and delighted to win his
block -including adreamwin over Joe
Hogan. Victory over David Openshaw
inthe final was literally adream come
true for croquet’s most enigmatic
player. What one would do at that
pointof pegging out for thetitle “World
Champion” is a question that must
passthrough the minds of mostplayers.
When it came to it, John resisted the
air-punching of which he has been so
critical, no cart wheels or falling to the
knees was appropriate, just a smile
and a look to the sky of sheer
amazement!

Surrounded by bad feeling from
peers, the contrastingwarmth of feeling
shared by a less partisan audience and
a band of friends who had been
celebrating his progress was a great
pleasure. It was perhapsthe “romance
of sport”, as Steve Mulliner described
it at the presentation, that a qualifier
won the World Championship. While
not necessarily wishing to remain the
underdog, the feeling of support and
shared joy was a memorable aspect of
his victory that John hoped might be
repeatable.

(continued on page 21)

Above:

John Walters,
1991 World
Croquet
Champion
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THE FINEST
CUT OF ALL

Since 1921 Atco has been acclaimed
throughout the world for the outstanding
performance and reliability of its garden
muchinery.

Today, the latest Atco range
demonstrates a continuing commitment
to design and engineering excellence.

Whether you require a machine 1o trim
around your flowerbeds or one to maintain
the finest finish on your croquet cour,
you are assured of a choice that sets
the highest standards.
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From our most basic hand propelled cylinder to the professionally
used Club, each individual model is precision engineered to give a
lifetime of reliable service.

To fully appreciate these qualities, why not visit your local garden
machinery specialist today.

Atco-Qualcast Lid., Suffolk Works, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 1EY.

Tel 0449 612183 Fax (449 675 444.

T A e A S

LIMITED

For a comprehensive range of Croquet
Equipment, Mallets, Balls, Hoops,
Winning pegs, Clips, Corner flags,

Corner pegs, etc.

All at competitive prices.

Ask for Townsend Croquet equipment

at your local sports shop.

TOWNSEND CROQUET LTD.
CLAIRE ROAD
KIRBY CROSS
FRINTON-ON-SEA
ESSEX CO13 OLX

TELEPHONE: FRINTON (0255) 67-4404
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“Oh, Dorkee-Lorkee!”, said Nicken-Licken,
“The sky is falling down and I'm off to tell the
Chairman”.

AL9.20 under a cloudless sky the select 14
(with Brian Hallam to arrive at 1.00p.m.) met
to discuss the arrangements for the weekend.
So impressed were we by the Club Secretary’s
ability to arrange the weather that lan Vincent
was quickly appointed Manager nem con.
David Appleton will be pleased to read that
Peter Dorke skillfully avoided further
complaints of being too limp by taking the
ROT’s job. | accepted the difficult almost
impossible responsibility of “lurking quietly!”
and writing crisply.

It was agreed that we would play an
“Egyptian” with the winner the player with the
bestwin/played record. Cards were drawn for
the first pairings, later opponents were to be
chosen from the nearest available “persons”
in the waiting column.

In the first round Justin Goddard punished
Anthony Miller for early abuse of the squirrels
bytheuse ofthe TP, Anthony claimed that they
had been throwing acorns at him and your
fepomer got Tom Coles off to a good start by
playing poorly.
~ Brian Hallam’s early morning successinthe
ﬁmallﬁalms Court against amotorist was not
~ repeated in the Larger Court where a fast ROT
| set in +12. Having stopped midbreak earlier
this year at Roehampton to watch Concorde

land | was transfixed when on Lawn one | was
_overflown by a Parrot whilst in play against
KevinCarter, butmany mightsay | always play

o Illteﬂ'ml

~ Roger Jenkins opined that failing to run 4-
back 6 or 7 times might just have been a
contributary factor in him losing his game. He
also had the misfortune to have a ball go off
- after turning a right angle on colliding with a
L _'lé near the Boundary. An appeal to the ROT
was an outside agency wasdenied even
- though it was claimed that it was an
“exceptionally hard” Leaf. Several players

- though commented on the sundry assortment
4 oﬂwigs, sticks and bric-a-bracthatthe squirrels

had provided for use as corner pegs.
- Tom Coles, as evening drew in, appeared
~well on the way to a good win against lan

Vincent on Lawn 4. However an insouciant
“approach to the Peg Out gave lan a last shot

Selectors

Weekend,

AT NOTTINGHAM, SEPTEMBER 1991. By Nick Harris.

which he hit and even under the pressure of
choosing Les Artistes for the evening meal he
still had a ball round to peg. Unfortunately
after he had set up the break for the backward
ball by running Hoop 4 lan’s gastric juices got
the better of him and he let Tomintowin+10.
Tom therefore ended the day ahead with 4
straight wins & lan Plummer just behind on 3.

On the Saturday Corla arrived with a long
length of dowel and Tom Coles, (the morning’s
out player) proceeded to saw it up for corner
pegs. Roger knocked in the nails and Tom
applied the undercoat. Later in the day Kevin
puton the gloss, unfortunately the only really
good finish he produced throughout the
weekend.

The Squirrels continued to throw acorns,
sticksand bric-a-brac, a particularly large stick
just missed Brian’s lad who set a large trap
using a cardboard box. Anthony chased them
on foot but this only resulted in another TP
against him, this time by Peter Dorke. Peter
also had two peelsof aQP on lawn 1 and then
accidentally pegged out his forward ball. To
make matters worse when he eventually won
he also began to clear Dennis (very, very nice
hat) Shaw’s double banked game away. Chris
Williams had his white ball inthe river and had
to fish for it with the rake and Anthony, who
else, had a ball on the far bank! Happily it
trickled back down into the water so he hadto
go fishing too. The evening gloom saw your
reporter, under pressure to finish so we could
allgo outtoeat, rollingto the peg withopp well
separated and then missing the peg to trickle
off beside oppo's backward ball. This was
almost as good as winning as we could now
peg it down. Tom Coles dropped a game to
Brian Hallam but was still 6 out of 7 at the end
of the day.

Peter Hallam arrived on the Sunday to
inspect his trap and was somewhat
nonplussed to find it had been sprung and
contained a large scrappy Black Squirrel
complete with Mallet. Roger Jenkins managed
to hitthe 1 foot shot | had left him but stuck in
5 leaving me the longest 12 footer | have ever

had. Justin was lying second on the Sunday
and played Tom for the lead. He eventually
found himself riggalled - ballbox and 3back.
He had got by me from a similar situation on
Saturday with some good hitting in but in
shooting at Tom from miles away, who was
hiding behind his own Tback hoop, Justin
went through the hoop but just failed to trickle
into either of Tom’s balls and Tom finished
from there. In his final game, Tom wentdown
to Chris (5/8) Williams - 13, even so Tom
finished his weekend with 7 wins from 9
games. lan Plummer also had a very solid
series with 5/8, with 7 of his games against the
top 7 finishers.

However two other players were still in a
position to equal Tom, your Reporter and Justin,
so we therefore played Peter Dorke and lan
Vincent respectively. Peter failed to geta 1back
leave so went round to ballbox and 1 versus 1
& 2. Thenwiththe help of some superbshooting,
including hitting “centre ball” on a perfect cross
wire and some good lurking he got the other
ball home to win +5. Justin again found himself
Ballbox and 3back, this time against Peg and
Penult and again, lost. lan’s win meant that
there were now 3 players on 6 out of 9 for a
threeway tie for second place behind Tom
Coles and that was how we left it.

Throughout all of this Ted Scott and Rick
David played onquite happily winor lose and
Rick collected all the dues fo the bar and the
excellent catering with the same tactand care.
Brian Hallam, despite the late start still had as
many games as Peter Dorke, finishing with the
same figures of 5/10.

As players, who had long distancestotravel
including Tom, left before the result was
absolutely certain may | on their behalf
congratulate Tom Coles on both his
remarkable similarity to David Gower even
downtoa lefthanded grip, and on winningthe
Selector’s Weekend. We must also thank lan
Vincent for his management, a total of 64
games were played over 3 days, and the
Nottingham Croquet Club for their excellent
hospitality.

~ Lush Queens of the Greens

Roehampton 3-6 October
~ Nodoubtaboutit, Roehampton’s lawns are
the queens of the greens. All three are sun-
drenched, lush, green, flattish and fast. Even
better the boundaries have a nice upward tilt
so that the less delicate players can actually
getin behind the dratted oppo ball.

Ginny Greig had ducked off to Paris, so
Anne Stephens, lonely, took up with Olive
Jackson in the gin tent. The Parsons Creen lot,
Pauline, Christine, John and Martin and,

~ separately, Anne got ratted on Thursday night.

~ Didn't seem to do their game much good.
‘Martin now giving up handicap play.

Neil Jackson did better after taking a little

_somethmg in morning coffee. Hampered after
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Tournament News

Fo bl

1-back and encouraged by Greenwood’s “go-
on, try forthe middle ball, why don’tyou”, he
did and went on to peg. John dumping his
cigar outside the hut, complained to Pat
Macdonald “If I'm not allowed to smoke in
here why are you allowed to fume about it”.

Meanwhile, Eddy Dymock missing red with
yellow along the boundary, with pink another
five yards on, shouts “PINK! PINK!” at Paul
Diver sitting miles away. Spectators cry “Yes,
Eddy, that IS the pink” and of course he hitsiit.
“Oh, GOOD pink!”. In a later game, pegged
outbyMartin Haggerston, he made an exciting

one-ball dash for peg, refusing to use his
remaining bisques.

The Match of the Week was Wharrad v
Greenwood. Lionel, playingthe curves gently,
was deadly on the long shots but missing the
little ones and failed hoop 6 four times. At T
minus 10 he was for peg and rover with John
also for peg butbroken down at 1 back. Lionel
hits in, takes off and misses at six foot. John
then misses green peg-out and goes back to
pink. Lionel hits in but misses the peg-out.
John makes a brave hit to peg-out green then
does a speedy two ball to penult. Lionel

bounces off penult. John ignores brown but
blobs in rover to leave Lionel one point ahead
with 90 secs to go. It couldn'’t last. John (who
had been calming his nerves with Walkman
white noise) pegged out to win +2.

Eileen Magee, joint runner-up, squeezed
past Christine Osmond in atense game ending
with all four clips on the peg. Neil Jackson,
after getting a yellow card for remarks
concerning Paul Macdonald’s nether
garments, managed a clean sweep to retain
the Hussar’s Oup.

A very pleasant sociable tournament
altogether, with a high point when Nigel
Aspinall, casually passing the hedge, ended
the four-hour search for David Magee's black
ball, by picking it up saying “is this what
you've been looking for?”. Oh the giants of the
game are giants truly. Neil Jackson

The Northerns

A time limit had been envisaged for the D
Class but it was an early game in the B Class
between John Haslam and Alan Pidcock which
took 7 hours to complete! The result did not
affect the outcome as Brian Thompson was in
fine form and won all his games to win the
event with Alan being runner-up.

The C Class was, again, a clean sweep with
Howard Taylor, the resident bandit - sorry, fast
improving player - dominating throughout
and Roy Edwards taking second place. A 4-
way tie in the D Class produced a count back
and Rupert Webb was declared the winner,
closely followed by the effervescent Hilary
Turner.

Tuesday morning saw twenty-eight players
involved inthe doubles. Early favourites were
Thompson and Edwards with two +26 wins.
However, the final saw Brian Storey and Alan
Linton take on Alan Pidcock and Liz Taylor-
Webb, Liz beingalate replacement for herson
Howard who was called away on business.
The day began with Alan Pidcock turning up
with eight mallets, followed by the customary
wise-cracks abouthisplay, butthe substitution
proved successful and Liz pegged out in style.
The family Taylor/Taylor-Webb/Webb had a
great time taking a hand in providing 3 of the
winners!

Itmust be said that Alan Pidcock did give up
his place in the A Class singles to allow Chris
Clarke to scrape through, which enabled him
to play and beat the ever improving Adrian
Saurin 2-0 in a best-of-3 final.

The Egyptian saw some interesting
combinations, not leastly games between
minus and B Class players which can be non-
events if the B Class player goes round, cross-
wires at 1 and retreats to corner 3. Roger
Huyshe with 8 bisqueson lan Burridge decided
to change the rules and play ‘advanced with
bisques’ by stopping at 4-back. He then used
4 bisquesto do a TP. Wasthis sporting or was
he impressed by Chris Clarke’s demolition of
the traditional approach? Chris, having been
cross-wired at 1, hit the 35 yard shot, did four
and a half peels on partner leaving Brian
Thompson with 3 bisques and only 2 ballson
the lawn.

However, David Watkins just pipped Chris
Haslam by 1 point to take the Handicap
Singles trophy. The rest of us were comforted
by the earned reductions in some of the
winners’ handicaps while we awaited the
main event.

The hotweatherdid enable residentbarman
Peter Walker to expound upon his ‘live’ ale,
but the order of the day was definitely for
‘shorts’. Ken Cooper.

Beware Little Old Ladies
South of England Week

There were some interesting personalities
who deserve special mention. Selection of
individuals is of course always invidious but
should we not prefer the invidiousness of
selectionto the boredom ofthe encyclopaedia?
By the way, what does invidious mean
anyway? | must look it up.

The Hornbys are an English couple who
have chosen to live in Australia and spend
their summersin England. Heisatough, gritty
competitor who puts a stranglehold on his
opponentand never lets go until he orthey are
dead. She is the most gentle and kindly of
people who givetheimpressionthat she would
almost rather not win because it would upset
her opponent, which she could not bear.

No-one can fail to notice the Fewtrells. He
is a quiet, determined New Zealander, she a
flamboyant tomboy who, after winning her
Bronze Award last year is now begining to
play real croquet. And what of the mighty
Magees, David and Eileen, who after sweeping
all before them at Roehampton earlier this
year, won the Devonshire Park Salver. Could
it be that she could actually have won the
greater event butis wise enough to know how
to preserve domestic harmony?

Norman Bircumshaw, for the last two
seasons well known as the world’s leading
(and, by the way, unwilling) bandit finally
received his come-uppance by having his
handicap reduced by three. This was after a
superbly consistent performance in winning
the Handicap Singles (twelve and over) in
which he won all his games handsomely.

The Evenetts Pere et Fils were well in
evidence too. Pere is a rubicund and jolly
man, Fils seems saturnine by comparison. Put
them together and they make a formidable
combination. Filsdoes pretty well by himself,
winning the Luard Cup by the light of the
moonon Thursday evening after a determined
challenge by Michael Hornby.

Derek Caporn, who ably managed what
turned out to be a very tight tournament,
added an additional touch of spice by
generously donating a bottle of gin as a prize
in the Sundowner Tournament, a one ball
contest (best of three games) which proved
immensely popular with the contestants. In
one of these games Roger Hayes made ten
hoops in a two ball break. The gin was won

by Norman Bircumshaw. He does notdrink.

Applications for the gin, accompanied by a
suitable cheque should be made to the
Compton Croquet Club.

The Compton Croquet club were hosts for

the event and were able to set an unusually
happy atmosphere both by the excellent
facilities offered and the superb quality of the
lunches. Play was noticeably slower after the
steak and kidney pie. All credit is due to
everyone except for that well known sadist
Dennis who sets the tightest hoops in the
world.

The Clubis sponsored by Knill James, afirm
of Chartered Accountants, who also acted as
hosts to a splendid reception on the Tuesday,
much enjoyed by players and helpers alike.
Knill James has practised in Lewes almost
sinceitsinceptionin 1887. Their performance
in Lewes is partof their policy of concentrating
their skills in one office, which enables them
to give a country wide service based upn the
principles of personal service and attention,
and independence.

Oneofthelast, and perhaps leastimportant
matches, was played on Thursday afternoon.
On the one hand we had Mildred Edwards a
grey haired Little Old Lady. On the other was
Bill Gillott, the Bovver Booted Yob, who lists
mugging Little Old Ladies as his favourite
pastime. Seeing that she was gaining the
upper hand he decided to peg out herforward
ball, a thing that any decent red blooded
Englishman would never do to a Little Old
Lady. He then swept majesticaly through the
remaining hoopsinaeuphoriadisturbed only
occasionally bythe Little Old Lady poppingin
and making a hoop here and a hoop thereand
perhaps by an awareness for an increasing
band of spectators who were clearly rooting
for the Little Old Lady. Finally he was for the
peg, and was somewhat surprised to find that
she wastoo, buthe laid up carefully. But with
poetic justice she hit in, scattered him to the
wind and pegged out to the cheers of the
spectators, who carried her back shoulder
high to the clubhouse. Bill Gillott.

Cheltenham August Weekend

It was good to see the big names turning out
forthismodestevent: David Foulser, competing
as aggressively for an engraved tankard as ever
he did for the Mens’ Championship, John
Greenwood making a rare West Country visit,
and evergreen Bernard Neal.

This year’s selection of bandits included
three youngsters: 14 year-old Ben Green from
Bristol, aiming to repeat his success in last
year’s competition (his sister Naomi wants to
play next year at the ripe old age of 12) and
two of Peter Dorke’s Ludlow College proteges,
Philip Rees (6 now but watch out for him
much lower soon) and Paul Heath (an
effervescent 10, threatening 5).

Chris Williams achieved his CA Gold Award
in style by completing not just his first triple
but a quadruple peel. Roger Jenkins, too,
whooped for joy as his first TP was brought
home. A bottle of bubbly istraditionally given
to players achieving their CA Award.
Cheltenham generously prevailed and they
each have their ‘Yalumba’ Aussie fizz.

Block winners (blocks 1 to 4) were Roger
Jenkins, John Ruddock, Malcolm MacBean
and Paul Pristavec. Kevin Carter
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