THROUGH THE HOOP
- the 1993 Membership surge ... Au revoir to CA Office helpers ...

welcome to a replacement ... and, is there anyone out there???? ...

lack January,
with its flood-
tide of
cheques and
Standing
Orders is behind me and
the packaging and bulk
posting of some 800 plus
Membership Cards,
Fixtures Books and
Handicap Cards to both
Tournament and Non-
Tournament members
closely followed by a
further posting of a Club
Secretary's pack was
effected in two-and-a-half
working days thanks to
the invaluable assistance
of Alan Stockwell (giving a
creditable impression of
Lazarus!), the indefatigable
Brian Macmillan and
(Welcome to the Show)
Roger Jackman.

The delayed arrival
through your letter-box of
January “Croquet” made a
nonsense of my remarks
concerning early pay
subscriptions but to all
those (the vast majority)
who took the trouble to
‘get it right' with their
cheques - “Thank you".
(And to the minuscule
minority who had not
noticed the passing of the
year; invalidated their
cheque with differing

lan &
Pauline
Stockwell
also Eileen
Magee will
be leaving the Croquet
Association office staff this
month, Eileen moving
back to Cheltenham with
her husband David who
has left the Royal Air
Force and taken a civilian
job. Alan has decided he
needs a break after six
years and hopes to spend
more time improving his
handicap.

Alan who is a co-
founder of Vine Road
(Barnes) Croquet Club, a
great enthusiast for the
game came to Hurlingham
with his wife Pauline to
join the Association.
During showing them
around he asked me if 1
needed an assistant.
Owing to the increase in
the volume of work I was
desperate for assistance

amounts being recorded
in writing and in figures,
or, indeed perpetrated any
one of the numerous
variations on the rebound
cheque routine - 1 forgive
you. After all, what a
dreary life this would be if
we all ploughed the same
straight furrow.)

January was made
blacker by the departure
of two (Well! Two-and-a-
half really) people whose
contribution to the
running of the CA Office
has been significant. I
refer, of course, to Alan
Stockwell - and his other
“half” Pauline and to
Eileen Magee. Brian
Macmillan, has penned a
graceful acknowledgement
to all three and there is
little T can add. Alan, and
Pauline on numerous
occasions, have given
tremendous support to the
CA here at Hurlingham
with Alan's contribution
ranging wide and covering
not only the routine work
of the Office but also
providing back-up outside
during the playing of the
major championships here
at Hurlingham. The last
call T received from him
just a couple of days ago
was to intimate that, as

and welcomed him with
opened arms. It was one
of my better decisions, he
has a marvellous sense of
humour also willing to put
his hand to anything, a
real Jack of all trades, his
experience as a former
Chief Fire Officer was
invaluable with all the odd
jobs that turned up.
Additional to this he
brought with him another
asset, his wife Pauline
who took over the typing
in the office, the coffee

BCM was off on a well
earned week's leave
‘Stockers’ would come in
to hold the Secretary’s
hand! Thank you both.
Sincerely.

Eileen Magee responded
to my mention in this
column that any one
within striking distance of
Hurlingham who could
spare the odd half-day a
week to help out here at
the Office would be
welcome. It is more than
my life’s worth to publi-
cize the full impact that
lady made by her weekly
visits, sufficient to say that,
her time, freely given, was
always fully utilized and
certainly helped to keep
the Secretary’s head above
water on more than one
occasion,

As a final word on their
collective departures I
guess what T will miss
most, more, even, than the
work ethos, is their sheer
good humour and sense
of fun. The Secretary Bird,
like the proverbial owl,
may have a tendency to
solemnity. Not with that
crew around he won't!!

One door closes,
another one opens.
Welcome Roger Jackman

from High Wycombe who

T

L fo R: Tony, Brian, Pauline, Alan, Eileen

hasn't been the same since
she left.

Although Eileen has
only been coming into the
office during the last two
years we enjoyed her
visits, her assistance was
invaluable, she did so
much in a short time.

We wish all of them the
best of luck. Alan has
informed us that he will
be willing to come in and
assist during the busy
times so he won't be
completely lost to us.

is testing the waters as a
possible replacement for
Alan S . Roger arrived in
mid January which is the
equivalent to commencing
a wallpapering job at the
holiday shack in Florida as
the next typhoon arrives.
He has been very quiet so
far as he learns new tunes
on the Elonex piano but |
have high hopes that he
will survive the initial
immersion and stay with
us.

Finally, finally! If there is
another locally based
volunteer who can make it
into Hurlingham for a
couple-or-three hours a
week to help out with the
mundane tasks of which
there are many, please get
in touch. The coffee is on
the house (it's the only
reward I'm afraid, except
for the grateful thanks of
the CA Sec and the
knowledge of practical
assistance being rendered
to “the best game in the
world™!l).

The new Season dawns
- and a new era? Now, |
fully appreciate the
significance of the old
Chinese curse “May you
live in interesting times",

Tony Antenen

Alan & Eileen were
presented with framed
prints by Tony Antenen
on behalf of The Croquet
Association at a luncheon
at Hurlingham,

We have now been
fortunate in getting the
services of Roger Jackman
who will be coming in
two days a week to give
assistance on the compu-
ter, welcome aboard
Roger you have now
joined the Mad House.

I personally had two
additional celebrations
other than Christmas. At
the beginning of the
month I completed ten
years with the Association
and on the 14th I reached
the landmark of becoming
seventy years old. | have
been very fortunate with
my health so you never
know you may have me
for another ten years,

Brian €
Macmillan
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From Tug PRESIDENT
. OF THE
<ROQUET ASSOCIATION
Dear John

JAQUES ECLIDSE BAILS
Chosen for the 1992
World Championship in USA

SETS from £75 to £700
Custom Made MALLETS, HOOPS,

BALLS etc from £25 to £110

the C.A. office marked "Test, To

eques could be
made payable
Yours sincerely to the Cp

Send for Coloured Brochure and ur Pund’. An contributions will pe
pe

Price List from:-

EIEJDDDD 361 WHITEHORSE ROAD,

a.. .--= s THORNTON HEATH.
SURREY, CR4 8XP

LEADERS IN SPORT PHONE: 081-684 4242

John Solomon, President,




Appeal for
croquet exhibits;
Improvers
courses; British
robbers steal
overseas titles;
NZ dissident to
defect?

Milan Exhibition

The British Council
intends to hold an exhibi-
tion on International
croquet from May 24th to
June 4th, 1993 at its
Headquarters in via
Manzoni 38, Milan, Italy.

The exhibition will
consist of fourteen panels
of prints, pictures and text
and a video demonstrating
how the Association game
is played. Your kind co-
operation is sought in
providing or loaning
materials you think may be
of interest.

Invitations will be
printed at the beginning of
May. It is hoped that the
Italian Croquet Association
will provide an Open Day
on May 31st to coincide.

The aim of this event is
to widen the knowledge of
croquet and encourage
new players. However, it
cannot possibly succeed
without your help.

Nicky Smith, British Council

Coaching Courses
Grade Il (Intermediate)
Technique and tactics for
handicaps 6 to 14 who are
members of the CA
Cheltenham 22/23 May
Nottingham 12/13 May
Fee £20.00+£3.50 VAT
Grade IV (Advanced)
Technique and tactics
exclusively for advanced
play and handicaps 8 to 4,
but deliberately excluding
the triple peel to give more

direct invitation to play as
one of the world's top
players. He will certainly be
seen in the UK during 1993
where, free of domestic
shackles, he will be making
a number of appearances
on the croquet lawn.

time for other subjects.
Southport 15/16 May
Fee £25.00 + £4.38 VAT
The new CA Coaching
Manual is based upon the
CA courses and gives
considerably more detail.
Available from the CA
Office £10.00 + 50p P&P
Applications for courses
as early as possible to:
Bill Lamb, 5 Bondyke
Close, Cottingham, N
Humberside HU16 5ND,
stating name, address, tel.
no., club, handicap and
category of CA member-
ship, enclosing SAE and
cheque to The Croquet

Conquering
Heroes

Robert Fulford (Ball &
Chain) narrowly missed
out on an astonishing
sweep of titles when he
failed to win the Australian
Open during February.
Having beaten Bob Jackson
in the final of the New
Zealand Open a few weeks
before, Robert held that
title as well as the British
Open, World Champion-
ship and Sonoma Cutrer
(strongest US event) titles.

Nevertheless, team-mate
David Maugham (Stocks)
took the Australian title

Association. instead! sTOP SS
New Coaches Joe Hogan has been
Plavers wishing t NZCC deals forced to pull out of the '
il further snub New Zealand team due to

become Grade II coaches
and able to attend one of
the courses mentioned
should write to Bill Lamb.
Courses start on the Friday
evening for coaches.

Grade I (Beginners)
seminars will be held at
Budleigh Salterton on 1st
May and East Riding on 8th
May.

Fixtures Book

The dates given for the
INDIVIDUAL Mens &
Womens events are
incorrect. Also the Womens
Championship WILL be
played as best-of-three
throughout, not single
game early on.

Following the astonishing
omission of their number
two player, Aaron Westerby
(pictured scrutinising
Stephben Mulliner at the
computer), from the 7
person NZ Test Team
(apparently due to internal
politics and differences
between Westerby and
NZCC President Roger
Murfitt) the NZCC have
dealt him another blow.
This time omitting him from
the list of a further 4 players
to represent New Zealand
at Sonoma Cutrer, where
Westerby was a medallist in
1992,

Westerby (New Zealand
Mens Champion and North
Island Champion) may yet ; :
appear at the US event via a I

work commitments, Steve
Jones will take his place.
New Zealand will now
enter the contest missing
three of their top six
players - Westerby, Hogan
and Prince.

OFFICIAL CROQUET
ASSOCIATION SHIRTS

TRO QU E “"CARPET CROQUET

FIELDCOURT GAMES © 1990 PAT PEND
A new concept in carpet croquet

Judged by many top players to play like ;
the real game. Q ./
Excellent value at £69

[inchuive of portage)

For further information:
Fieldeourt Games

PO Box 1228
Colchester COl IWT

QUALITY “SCREEN STARS” SHIRTS.
Sizes as available: small/medium/large/x large m
Sweatshirt £12. T-Shirt £7. inc P&P
Make cheques payable to “Croquet for Leisure
Post your orders to:

Brian MacMillan at the Croquet Association

Tel: 0206 42629 or 0722 338981

i l’lm_.‘[:l
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WANTED TO BUY

Old croquet books, pictures, drawings or anything else related to the
subject matter of croquet. Send me your list and price of items to sell.
My interest is to see that these items do not get lost over time,
and stay within the “croquet family” in a preserved collection.
TREMAINE ARKLEY, 9775 HULTMAN ROAD, INDEPENDENCE,
OREGON 97351, USA. PHONE: 503 838 4886. FAX 503 838 6121

RELEASE YOUR FULL
MINDPOWER!

You could rid yourself of fears, tension, depression, frustration,
excess weight, phobias, insomnia, migrane & smoking.
Successful analysis can increase self-confidence, concentration,
relaxation, enthusiasm, memory & creativity.

Qualified analyst DHP, MIAH. Free stress check & brochure:

Marble Arch NH Clinic. 071 258 0014 / 0022 (24 hr.s)

Fiver

From Chris Hudson

hen 1 first joined
Bowdon, the club mem-
bership  consisted
mainly of elderly ladies,
who used to play social
croquet in their own little groups.

The few members who played “proper” Asso-
ciation croquet looked down on the activities of
these ladies, wondered why they never played
seriously, and expressed concern about the lawns
being taken up for such frivolous purposes.

It was only some years later, when I read the
club minutes, that I discovered these selfsame
ladies had been instrumental in saving the club
from closure. They had kept croquet alive in
Bowdon by their own efforts and commitment
to the game, so that myself and others like me
could continue to enjoy its pleasures.

These ladies did not go round telling every-
body what they had done. Had they done so,
they would have been written off as crashing
bores, but unfortunately this meant that none of
the newer members appreciated their efforts.

one lady told me
that her club could see
no need for the CA...
She was totally unaware
that the CA had funded
me six years previously
to establish her club.

Similarly, few of today's Bowdon members
will know that the CA helped the club over a
difficult patch in 1972 by running a recruitment
drive at Bowdon to increase the club’s member-
ship. My predecessors, part-time CA develop-
ment officers Liz Neal and Barbara Meacham,
spent three years, from 1971 to 1973, reviving
croquet in the Midlands and the North West,
acting as catalysis for the formation of the West
Midlands and North Western Federations, help-
ing clubs like Bowdon and Edgbaston to sur-
vive, and forming many other clubs in these
areas that still exist today.

The recent discussions on subscription policy
have highlighted similar lack of knowledge.
One lady told me, for example, that her club
could see no need for the CA. She was totally
unaware that the CA had funded me six years
previously to establish her club. Without the
CA's efforts, she would not have been able to
play the game locally today.

The circumstances of every club and every

player are different. To some extent, we are all
blinkered because we lack full knowledge of
what is going on around us, full knowledge of
what has happened in the past. One thing,
however, is sure. That the fortune of our clubs will
continue to wax and wane, and that the contin-
ued existence of croquet is dependant on our
having an effective national governing body, able
to provide central support as and when required.

Now for a few more thoughts to add to the
debate about subscription policy and the rel-
evance of the CA to croquet players, of all
denominations.

The registration _fee In broad terms, CA tour-
nament costs are covered by entry fees and
tournament levies; development costs are cov-
ered by the Sports Council grant and Sponsor-
ship; and coaching is self-financing. The regis-
tration fee is intended solely to cover adminis-
trative costs.

Given this situation, the application of the
registration fee to all croquet-playing club mem-
bers, including Golf Croquet players, means thatall
who play the game in whatever form will contrib-
ute equally to the costs of its administration.

This seems a fair and reasonable proposal, in
return for which I would expect that ultimately
players of every description would have a vote
and be able to influence CA policy. If, for
example, Golf croquet players felt in future that
the CA was not attending to their needs, they
could then take the necessary action.

Tournament Players Tournaments play a most
important role in the game, providing croquet
with its main source of publicity. However,
what is sometimes overlooked is the consider-
able benefit tournament players provide for
non-tournament players, by insisting on better
quality lawns, providing coaching, and keeping
the cost of membership subscriptions down
through tournament income. (At Bowdon, if we
held no tournaments, every member’s subscrip-
tion would increase by £15, whether or not they
were tournament players themselves.)

Once these benefits are generally realized,
then perhaps there will be less call for tourna-
ment players to bear such a large proportion of
the costs of administering the game. I have a
feeling that it would be much better for all of us
if we could get away from the somewhat
artificial distinction between “tournament” and
“non-lournament” players. We are all croquet
players.

The CA Contribution Without the CA, the
rules would not be kept up to date - in fact, they
would not even be published, as their publica-
tion is not a commercial proposition. As a result,
organized croquet would wither and slowly die.
(When the USCA was formed, their first task was

to produce a book of standard rules, so that
clubs could play against each other.)

Without the CA, there would be no standard
handicapping system, no official referees, no
training of officials, no central point for inquir-
ies from people interested in taking up the
game, no publicity leaflets for recruitment pur-
poses, no national tournament framework, no
equipment standards, no development of the
game, and no organized communication be-
tween individual clubs and members, through
the magazine or other central publications.

Volunieers or paid staff? We need to make a
decision. Do we want to continue with sub-
standard administration, relying mainly on vol-
untary helpers, with all the uncertainties that
implies, or do we want an efficiently-run, paid
administration? Members often complain when
administrative errors occur, but these are fre-
quently caused by volunteers being too busy
with their other day-to-day activities, and un-
able to spare the time to do a proper job for the
CA. At present, we have to rely on volunteers

if we held no
tournaments every club
member’s subscription
would increase by £15...
whether or not they were
tournament players
themselves.

because of the lack of funds to employ sufficient
staff.

Members realize this, and make allowances.
However, we also have to consider how we
look to outside organizations, both in this
country and overseas. We must realize that if we
are to maintain our position as one of the
leading croquet-playing nations, we need to
ensure that our administration and general
cohesiveness compares well with that of other
countries.

Conclusion In my view, croquet players of
every sort get remarkably good value from the
Croquet Association. Many governing bodies
raise a per capita charge on their club members,
and the proposal to charge £3.50 in 1993 is
modest in comparison.

Next time you pay for something with a £5.00
note, look at what you get, and then compare
it with the value of the work the CA does on
your behalf, and on behalf of every croquet
player.



Croquet returns
to Peckforton
Castle; The
Croquet Club
Vilemov - Castle
Vilemov, the
Czech Republic;
Ealing Croquet
Club Devon tour

1992

his summer for
the first time in
a greal many
years, perhaps
for the first time
since the War, Croquet
balls were again being
struck across the lawn in
front of the impressive
facade of Peckforton
Castle, near Tarporley,
Cheshire. Peckforton was
at one time the home of
Lord Bently Tollemache,
one of the game's all time
greats and author of what
must be the finest book
on the game - “Croquet”,
published by Stanley Paul
in London in 1914.
Chester Croquet Club
lies only ten miles away
from this one time Mecca
of the game and a couple
of members were de-
lighted to be given the
chance to set up a
demonstration at
Peckforton for one of the
City’s major hotels at their
invitation on July the 11th
this year. In the book

there are many photo-
graphs of Tollemache
demonstrating ‘how to do
it' and in those days the
lawn was immaculate and
looks as if it was cut with
nail scissors. Unfortunately
time and Twentieth
Century Fox have taken
their toll. Last year the
lawn had been dug up in
the process of filming
Robin Hood and had not
been reinstated to its
former glory, although to
be fair to the film com-
pany the lawn was very
much the worse for wear
before then. On the day
the rain luckily stopped as
the guests arrived and the
sun broke through. As an
afternoon's entertainment
they could, naturally, only
be introduced to play golf
croquet, but a demonstra-
tion of the real game was
also put on for propa-
ganda purposes. It is
certainly one of the most
delightful settings in which
to play. Roger Croston

astle Vilemov,
located in the
rolling hills of
Bohemia, 90
Km South-East
of Prague, is a baroque
structure built in 1720 by
Count Caretto Millesimo. It
is now being restored to
its original condition. The
castle is situated in a
private 32 acre park with
lake, tennis court and
croquet court. The castle
is within easy access from
Prague airport (motorway
Prague - Brno). It can also
be reached from Vienna
by car in two and a half
hours. In November 1992
the castle became the seat
of the first Croquet Club in
Czechoslovakia. In August
of 1993 the Club will hold
a Tournament at the castle
Park. Accommodations are
available. It is recom-
mended to book reserva-
tions early in the year to
secure rooms in the castle.
Lodging is 40 US$ per
night per person. This

includes the use of the
tennis court, the croquet
court and fishing in the
lake. There are also other
sporting opportunities
available, such as, riding
and hiking in the nearby
forests. The Club has also
the facility of providing
high quality croquet sets,
hand-crafted by Czech
artisans. -The Set includes:
Winning peg, smasher,
boundary pegs, six Hoops,
four balls, four mallets
with box, at 4508 per set.
Delivery: Two months
after order is received.
For Membership in the
Croquet Club Vilemov,
room reservations and
registration for the
tournament for those
wishing to participate, and
for placing orders for
croquet sets, please write
to: The Secretary, Mr.
Lubomir Sobotka, Castle
Vilemov, 582 83 Vilemov,
The Czech Republic or fax
to 0042-451-93785.
Lubomir Sobotka, Secretary

Lord Tollemache: upright split shot (from his book); “On this spot...” Roger
Creston 76 years later; Chris Boon on hallowed ground with the book.

CROQUET BALLS by TOM BARLOW

‘CHAMPIONSHIP' £77, ‘XT’ £110, per set.

Both types C.A. Championship Approved
3 year guarantee

Mail o’rder add £4 per set P&P

Also Garden Croquet Balls, Top Quality Mallets
and complete range of C.A. Spec. Equipment

All available from U.K. Barlow stockists
J. & K.M. Beech
WOODLANDS CROQUET PRODUCTS T
Woodlands, Skipton Road, Barnoldswick,
Colne, Lancs, BB8 6HH.
0282-813070

C

THE CROQUET
ASSOCIATION

The National Voice for Croquet -

~ Responsible for:

ommercial:

Sponsorship; Grants; Finance for
Federations & Clubs; Insurance;
Books; Equipment; Clothing.

aling Croquet

Club is not large,

with only four

short lawns and

one full size
superimposed on top of
them, but with 58 mem-
bers and an enthusiastic
team, we felt confident to
approach the new season
with a view to as much
inter-club play as possible.
It was well into the season
when the idea of a bank
holiday weekend tour
occurred to me. This was
met with instant enthusi-
asm by the club president
and coach, Ron Welch,
who suggested the West
Country as a possible
location.

The organization was
surprisingly simple - a few
telephone calls and it was
done, although it took me
the best part of a minute
to explain to the grounds-
man at Budleigh that I
wasn't the water board
official from whom he was
angrily expecting a call,
and that I really had
absolutely nothing to do
with the parched state of
their lawns! (Luckily the
long dry spell broke a
couple of weeks before

our arrival, and the lawns
were in good shape.)

The forecast for the
bank holiday weekend
was the worst we could
have hoped for. Sitting on
the sea front at Sidmouth
on Friday afternoon and
stuffing our faces with the
first of the obligatory
Devon cream teas, we had
observed the combination
of spring tide and high
winds throw waves high
over the promenade and
onto innocent and
unsuspecting bystanders.
In the event, however, the
rain clouds which threat-
ened us all weekend
miraculously and very
courteously offered to
break only when we were
recovering in the pub with
a pint of Dartmoor Best or
safely tucked up in bed at
our respective B&B's.

The team consisted of
four of us - Ron Welch,
his wife Joan, chairman
Quiller Barrett and myself.
The first afternoon was
spent practising on one of
the lawns at Sidmouth.
Twenty-four hours later
we were back and Ron
and I paired up for
doubles while Quiller and

Joan both played singles.
Ron and I both had an
enjoyable afternoon,
taking shelter from the
wind in an appropriately
Devonian thatched hut.
No such luck for Quiller
and Joan - their shelter
was facing directly into the
wind out to sea. The score
(purely incidental) was 2-1
to Sidmouth. The club
shares a pavilion with the
cricket, tennis and hockey
clubs, in which we were
treated to the second
cream tea of the weekend.
Everyone was rather
impressed by the club at
Budleigh. But then for a
town with such a name
anything less impressive
would be unforgivable. 1
had had a poke around a
couple of years earlier, and
remembered being
stunned by the ten
immaculate lawns, the
trimmed hedges, the
innumerable pavilions and
the sea views but I had
forgotten quite how
wonderful it was. The
order of play in the
morning was the same as
the previous day, with one
doubles and two singles.
After a pub lunch we all

The ultimate ;
high performance

croquet sets and mallets

Finely crafted in England for the

recreational, club and tournament player.

Mallets individually made to your specification.
Send for detailed colour leaflet to:-

Sueerd

Stuart Leisure Products Ltd.

Portersfield Road., Cradley Heath,
\_ ‘West Midlands B64 7TBZ. Tel. 0384 69231

N

played singles. 3-3 on time
and my opponent, Ian
Birdseye, used his final
turn to play a humungous
and seemingly impossible
roll across the lawn to 4-
back, ending up perfectly
placed to run the hoop
and put himself 1 point
ahead. Having run the
hoop he missed the next
roquet, leaving me wired
from an easy roquet but
with a 6 foot shot at the
same hoop, for which I
was also due. I was left
with the dubious responsi-
bility of settling the score
in favour of Ealing, which
needless to say I failed to
do. A fitingly tight end to
a closely fought but very
friendly and enjoyable day.
The Cranford club in
Exmouth, we were
pleased to find, was even
smaller than Ealing. One
not quite full size lawn
and a couple of sets of
Walker balls was what
they had on offer. I had
the impression that the
Walker balls were
generally used as a
weapon against the few
unsuspecting clubs that
ventured to Exmouth, but
they weren't going to win

LIMIT!

For a comprehensive range of Croquet
Equipment, Mallets, Balls, Hoops,
Winning pegs, Clips, Corner flags,

Corner pegs,

All at competitive prices.

Ask for Townsend Croquet equipment
at your local sports shop.

TOWNSEND CROQUET LTD.
CLAIRE ROAD
KIRBY CROSS
FRINTON-ON-SEA

ESSEX CO13

TELEPHONE: FRINTON (0255) 67-4404

that way against Ealing.
Although we at Ealing are
trying slowly but surely to
rid ourselves of every
remaining Walker ball, we
have all been brought up
with them and know their
characteristics inside out!
So really we felt quite at
home. After an awful lot
of double banking, we
somehow managed to fit
in the largest amount of
games we had played on
any one day. The final
score was 6-6 (or was it 5-
5?) and we decided,
sportingly, not to play a
decider.

All in all we had a great
time; each of the clubs
were extremely welcom-
ing and all provided great
teas. Special thanks go to
Gwynneth Dart of
Sidmouth, George Webb
of Budleigh and both
Margaret Tucker and Edith
Holly of Exmouth for
organizing things at the
other end. Maybe other
clubs will consider
organizing similar tours in
the future. We'll certainly
be doing it again next
year.

Sacha Standen

=,

-

etc.

oLX




Ball dropping;
Big Trouble in
Little Ferring;
A rap on the
knuckles for
Debbie
Cornelius on
Women’s
croquet,;

Full Bisques at
Cheltenham

Croquet Balls

Dear Sir,

In this enlightened day
and age the balls will no
longer put up with the
barbaric Law 2(c).
Callously dropped onio a
steel plate 1 inch thick
and set rigidly in concrete,
they must rebound within
prescribed height limits if
they are to be declared fit
for play:-

2(c) OR NOT 2(c):

THAT IS THE QUESTION.

They're bounced upon
steel plate set in concrete

Unceremoniously from 5
feet;

Subjected thus to such a
violent bump

Small wonder croquet
balls can take the hump,

And infiltrate Sir Isaac
Newton's laws

With strange effects
lacking apparent cause.

A deviant ball, perchance
for impish fun,

While willing that stop
shots should run and run,

May simultaneously find it
droll

To put a stop to those
who play the roll.

Exists there, if chicanery
be the norm,

A prima facie case for law
reform?

Remember, when you
miss and wonder why,

There’s more to croquet
balls than meets the eye.

Yours truly,

Tommy Cameron, York

Dear John,
‘Croquet’ No.224,
December 1992 -
Talking Point -
Australian Balls

In your ‘Talking Point’
you seem to be advocat-
ing reinstatement of the
Jaques monopoly, arguing
that small differences in
ball behaviour are far
more difficult for the ‘A’
class player to adjust to,
than lawn differences.
You do however concede
that the Barlow Ball is
very close to what we
want, but with a bounce
slightly below the ideal,
but considerably below in
warmer temperatures. ‘If
Barlow made balls
‘temperature resistant’ and
a little more ‘bouncy’ we
may have found the Holy
Grail’ you say.

Well we have good

clubs
were not
prepared
to have
uUs, as we
were not
beer
drinkers!

news. “The cup runs over'.

The CA equipment and
development committees
provided bounce test
comparisons in March
1992. Facts must prefer
anecdotes. Quoting from
their statement - ‘average
bounce heights are
typically: Jaques Eclipse
31.1°; Dawson 2000 mk2
31.3"; Barlow XT 31.8";
Barlow regular 33.0";
Birkdale mk2 35.2", with
measurements in the
temperature range 10-20C.

Barlow Balls have
recently been retested for
CA Championship
Approval from 1.1.93 to
31.12.95. Barlow ‘Champi-
onship’ balls (otherwise
called ‘regular’) scored an
average bounce of 32.3"
and Barlow ‘XT" an
average bounce of 31.6",
tested in a temperature of
TG,

The Barlow Champion-
ship Ball has guaranteed
bounce performance
between temperatures of
10 C and 30 C, hence a
few stories of ‘soggy dead
Barlows at Parkstone’! But
for most days anywhere in
the UK they are fine. The
Barlow XT" (extreme
temperature) model has
guaranteed bounce
performance between 0C
and 50C. I doubt whether
temperatures exceed 50C
even at Parkstone!

So John, the scientific
tests show that Barlow has
produced a croquet ball
‘to our exact specification’
it’s a little more ‘bouncy’
and if you play XT" it's
‘Temperature Resistant'.
Look no further, you have
it available for 1993.
Yours sincerely
Jobn Beech

I'm sure that if I asked
for a mallet 36" long and
weighing 3lb no-one
would offer one either 36"
long or 3Ib in weight!
Ditto with balls - I'm
looking for balls with the
bounce we bave become
used to and temperature
resistance, not one or the
other. Regarding lempera-
ture specifications: the air
temperature in the UK
seldom gels much above
25 C, but I promise you
the temperature of the
balls goes significantly
above that! On the

equiprment commiltee tesis,
it should be noted that
Jaques Eclipse when brand
new are painted and
consequently bounce
about an inch less than
when baving been worn in
- when they reach the
ideal. It is a little worrying
that the new lests appear
to show lower bounce for
more recent Barlow Balls -
despite a lower lesting
temperature, which we
know bas the opposite
effect. Though currently
the Commiltiee gives (0o
little attention lo lempera-
ture variation for us to
draw too many conclu-
sions. It is good to see the
Committee introducing
bounce tests at two beights
Jfor the future (see news),
since some balls are far
‘deader’ on gentle bounces
than medium ones.
Though we are still
looking for the Holy Grail,
I'm swre there are a lot of
players who are gratefiul to
Tom Bariow (and UK
representative Jobn Beech)
for being at the forefront
of the search.

Southwick CC

Dear Sir,

‘Southwick's' many
friends may be interested
to know that the Appeal
for Planning Consent to
develop some land has
been dismissed.

It will be recollected
that at the time the
Planning Application was
made the Club's finances
were at a low ebb.
However, through the
tremendous efforts of our
members the position is
improved to-day. Almost
entirely owing to the
introduction of Golf
Croquet, a Newcomers
special subscription, and
many more club events
and socials, we are
gaining new members.

We are still hopeful that
eventually the C.A. will be
able to prove to the
Foundation for Sports &
Arnts that Croquet is at
least, if not more so, as
‘athletic’ as Bowls, so that
we (and other Clubs) may
obtain a grant to complete
the repairs to our aged
Pavilion.

We wish you all the
best, and look forward to

seeing you at our Tourna-
ments.

Diana Brothers,

Hon. Secretary 5.C.C.C.

Croquet
Bibliography

Dear Sir

Readers interested in
the history of our game
who, like myself, have
been disappointed to find
the bibliographies in
recent croquet books
described as ‘select’ may
be heartened to know that
I am attempting some-
thing much more ambi-
tious - no less than a
definitive worldwide
bibliography. This book
will include references to
magazines, literary works
in which croquet features
more than incidentally,
and manufacturers’s
equipment catalogues, as
well as books and
pamphlets, and original
articles dedicated to all
aspects of the game.

To date I have traced
259 editions (including
reprints etc) of 183 books
and pamphlets, excluding
manufacturers’ catalogues
and multi-sports’ books,
plus 14 magazines and 48
literary works. But there
must be more, many
more.

Would fellow
bibliophiles who know of
rarities I might have
missed, and anyone who
can help me to get a
handle on the imple-
ments, kindly get in
touch? 1 should be
delighted to hear from
them on 0923 774048 or
at Roefield, The Green,
Croxley Green, Herts
WD3 3H]. (But readers of
Nancy Rhoades’s recent
book please note that 1
am aware of this excellent
source.)

Yours sincerely
David Drazin,

Harrow Oak CC

Ferring CC

Dear Sir

Your February Issue No.
225 comments on a
proposed Croquet Club in
Ferring. It includes some
facts which are inaccurate.

Arun District Council's
Planning Committee
refused the application on
planning grounds alone

and were not influenced
by any campaign. It
clearly conflicted with the
Countryside Policies of the
County Structure Plan and
the Environmental Policies
of the draft Arun District
Local Plan. Only in
compelling circumstances
is development allowed in
the Strategic Gap between
Ferring and Worthing.

It would have resulted
in the clearance of a
valuable wildlife site
comprising a mixture of
elm and sycamore trees,
scrub and ground flora.
Birds, foxes and bats are
present. It therefore has
value as a local nature
conservation area. It is
one of the few wooded
areas in the Gap.

The Committee had also
refused three previous
applications for residential
development on the site.
Yours sincerely
G .R.Hurle-Hobbs,
Chairman Planning &
Housing Committee

Dear Sir,

It is with extreme regret
that the article published
in the last issue of the
Croquet Magazine has
evoked controversial
correspondence. The
intention was to inform
the Croquet world how
hard we are working to
give potential players a
club in the village and
perhaps to glean informa-
tion from members who
are working for the same
good cause. Having
recently been in touch
with members forming
new clubs, it would
appear that Ferring has
unique problems. We will
continue 10 overcome
these difficulties until we
can report that we have
our own village croquet
club. We can only
apologize most sincerely if
the article offended any
one at all.

Doreen E. Box,
Secretary FCC

Tournament
Reports

Dear John,

As a keen tournament
player 1 do like to read
Tournament Reports but I
quite understand that the
percentage of the maga-

zine devoted to them had
to be reduced to accom-
modate other interests. I
was therefore appalled to
find that half a page of
precious Tournament
space had been virtually
wasted on the Northern
Championship report. It is
presumably more deci-
pherable when one
knows all of the charac-
ters alluded to so there-
fore could be mildly
amusing but it can hardly
claim to be a report. By
contrast the Report on the
Southern Championship is
excellent. I thought
croquet was supposed to
span all age groups and
all areas but this is just
promoting the north-south
divide. Surely they are not
all as daft up there as
your anonymous reporter.
Yours sincerely

Bob Fewirell

Womens Croquet

Sir,

All thanks to Gail Curry,
for her article on Ladies
Invitation events, re-
proaching Debbie
Cornelius for her views.
Just because Debbie
herself thinks she is too
good to waste her time
playing in them, there was
no justification for her
condemnation.

Having played myself in
seven Barlow Bowls (with
both 8 and 6 players) 1
endorse Gail's views of
the comradeship and fun,
enjoyed by all, even
during that time when
Surbiton had been
chosen, when the Club
had just started, the
pavilion wasn't finished,
no loos and no refresh-
ments, fortunately saved
by dear Hazel's sumptu-
ous lunches in her own
house. When I asked why
this venue had been
chosen 1 was informed,
that clubs were not
prepared to have us, as
we were not beer
drinkers!

In all those events I
played in, only 2 mem-
bers of the Committee on
separate occasions, came
to watch.

Why is not the main
Women's event played at
Hurlingham, as it should
be? Thanks Gail, for your

a boost to
the full
bisque
game;
maiches
needing
half an
hour less
than with
the
subtractive
handicap
method

much-needed article.
Yours,
Pat Asa-Thomas

Full Bisque Game

Dear Sir,

The Cheltenham Club
once again played its
season-long Big Handicap
under Full Bisques rules
with scratch as base. The
broad details are that 70
players competed, initially
in blocks of 7, without
time limits, winners and
seconds going on to play
in a simple knock-out.
Handicaps represented
were 1 to 20, only 5 1/2,
17 and 19 being absent. A
13 beat a 7 in the final.
82% of the games were
timed.

Thank goodness the
pattern of results shown
in 1989 and 1990 was
repeated, implying that
1991 gave an unusual
record. A representative
spread of handicaps did
get to the quarter-finals.
Vis: 3 1/2, 4 1/2, 5, 6, 13,
14, 16 and 18. Last year,
at this stage, the only
handicap below 12 was a
5 1/2, the rest being 13 1/
2 and above: see Croquet
no.219 page 16 for details.

Also encouraging is that
the average length of
games was still 2 hours (1
hr 58 actually) . Also only
14 took longer than 2 3/4
hours and of these but 2
went beyond 3 1/4 hours.
Not a 4 1/2 drudgery in
sight!

All in all a boost to the
full bisque game; matches
needing half an hour less
than with the subtractive
handicap method and
showing the simplicity of
scratch as base is sensible.
Better court use or more
people and so more fees
and more at the bar! Less
confusion in bisque
distribution!

Cheltenham seems to
be alone in playing this
game or else, which is
more probable, others
don’t write and tell us of
their findings. If they can't
write to the mag. Please
write to me. And will
someone explain in print,
the merit of handicap 6 as
base which is offered
officially in CA matches.
FEdgar Jackson,
Cheltenham
























