hat was
the week
that was’,
first Tony
Antenen
was off with the dreaded
flu, also Rodger Jackman
is off with shingles, 1 have
every sympathy for you

Rodger, I understand it is
very painful. Finally to
complete the week we
had a break in at the
office, the computer and
the fax machine were
stolen, plus two cups, my
department was lucky as
although they took some
equipment they had to
ditch it as they escaped
over the cricket ground,
they damaged one mallet
using it as a lever to get in
a cupboard.

I am pleased to inform
you that sales of equip-
ment have increased in
the first three months of

t is, perhaps, time
the Croquet
Magazine had an
Agony Column to
assist worried
players confronted with
exceptional difficulties. 1

recount a few instances
that have come to my
notice.
Gerald Hallett
Colchester

Ques. We have at
Colchester a very playful
cat that frequently invades
the court. One day I sadly
rushed my ball onto the
animal hitting him on the
front left paw. How
should my game have
proceeded?

Answer. You bave
obviously made an
outstanding roquet. You
cannot replace the ball
because the cat is not a
Jforeign body, being born
in a respectable bouse in
Essex. You should therefore
lake croquet off the cat,
and be thankful you bhave
the best chance you will
ever have to become a
scratch player.

Ques. To my amaze-
ment the other day, in a
windy north wind, my hat
flew off and landed on a

THROUGH THE HOOP
... the Secretary and assistant off ill ... break-in at the CA office ...
.-. increasing sales ... the Open Championship ... and a croquet card ...

the year against 1992
figures, this is mainly
because clubs and
members are taking notice
of the letter I put out to
support the C.A. when
purchasing equipment and
sets. Thank you. Another
reason is the publicity
from the media and
magazines have created an
interest and we are getting
lots of inquiries. 1 hope
this also gets members for
clubs and the C.A.

I have already done two

Croquet days and look as if

I am going to have a busy
summer by the amount of
dates in my diary, This is a
lucrative way of getting
funds for clubs by running
these, it takes very little
effort and is a good
introduction to the game.
July has the British
Open Championships at
Hurlingham so make a

hoop. Is this a record?

Answer. It may not
qualify for the Guinness
Book of Records, but the
shot was certainly a good
example of the difficult
Hoop-La shot. You should
certainly receive a prize. I
recommend you miss a
turn and be allowed to
take your chosen article
Sfrom the club's Very-best-
and-not-claimed-or-
wanted-Box: preferably the
rather horrid yellow
trousers left in the club in
1981.

Ques. | often go to the
Club on Tuesday morning
when the Club bore is
usually there. How can I
avoid this player?

Answer. Go to the Club
on Friday instead

Ques. [ am a little
partial to gin, and one
afternoon when attempt-
ing a peg-out I saw two
pegs. Which peg should 1
have aimed at.

Answer. Dear Mr
Baillive always recom-
mended aiming at the
middle of a two ball
double. His rule could
apply to this case. Have a
go. Also go on the orange
Juice more.

note in your diary now
18th - 24th inclusive and
make the effort to come
along and see all the top
players in action including
the current holder also
World champion Robert
Fulford. Why not make a
party up? Non members
entry fee to Hurlingham is
£6.00, members of the
Croquet Association get in
free on production of their
current membership card,
if they cannot produce it I
regret they will have to
pay the entrance fee.
Cheques to be made out
to The Hurlingham Club,
not the C.A.

We have been looking
for an appropriate all
purpose card for use by
members of the association
and have now got in stock
the beautiful “Croquet” by
James Tissott, it is ideal for
Birthdays, Christmas and

Ques. | get very
nervous when attempting
the Rover, my wrist
becomes rigid, and
perspiration pours from
my face. I feel awful. How
can | cure this condition?

Answer. One good cure
that bas come (o my notice
is to relax, and not care a
damn, say to yourself the
heresy that croquet is only
a game (drummed into
you by your wife), shut
Yyour eyes, and try to bit
the ball when you feel it

also Notelets, normally you
would pay at least a pound
for these, we are offering
them at £4 for Eight
complete with envelopes
and postage and V.A/l
paid, a real bargain

I am increasing my
range of mallets and
equipment held in the
office plus I will be having
some Track suits in next
month, we do have Sweal
shirts and “T”
stock. I am already open
for suggestions that will
bring in some money

I will close by wishing

shirts in

you a very successiul
season, if you are in
London come and visit us,
you will be made very
welcome.

Finally, come back Tony
all is forgiven.
Brain C.
Macmillan.

may not be looking

Ques, Why is it when |
attempt a peel or a corner
cannon I invariably make
a hash of things?

Answer. The reason s
obvious: you are an
incompetent twit and have
not yet fully read the 101
books on croguet now
available. You need (o
master much more theory
and cut down on your
actual practice on the
COuris.

I'sR&EYvB&K

Tommy Cameron
Clifton, York

Poets Corner

Upon a sunny summer’s day
When to the lawn stride Fay and Ray

In textbook confrontation they
The basics of the game convey.

As countless diagrams display
With line and length that rarely stray
A rare precision they essay.

Would that I played like Fay and Ray,
But hasn't it been warm for May

1

Sir Macpherson Robertson KBE, founder of the MacRobertson Shield, looks on
as Great Britain & Ireland become the first team to retain the MacRobertson
Shield since 1974 and are hailed as possibly the strongest Test Team ever.
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Hello again to
an old friend?

Croquet is standing at a
crossroads; this is a crucial
time for our sport and the
CA. We cannot afford
members to in any way feel
alienated or neglected by
the sport magazine.
Therefore I have reached
agreement with the
Editorial Board.to seek the
opinions of our readership
through a readership survey
and you will find a
questionnaire enclosed in
this issue. There are no
sacred cows; we want to
know exactly what the
membership want to read
about in their magazine so
that we can do our best to
provide it for you. We may
still be limited by practicali-
ties (I cannot give you
tournament reports [ do not
receive or hilarious stories
and cartoons that no-one
has written or drawn!), but
if we know what you want
at least we have the right
starting point.

At the start of my period
as Editor I took as my brief
a desire expressed previ-
ously that “the magazine
aspire to News-stand
quality”. However, it has
become increasingly
obvious to me that we are
currently failing to meet the
expectations of a body of
Associates. That is despite
recent efforts to tweak and
tinkle with the magazine,
trying to align it more with
the requirements of its
readership. It is not
possible to sustain a
publication such as
“Croquet” in the face of
strong criticism from valued
members. Concern at the
current situation is shared
by both myself and the CA
Council.

One of the most obvious
concessions to mainstream
publishing has been the
move towards design,
particularly since the
redesign of the February
issue. I have been employ-
ing techniques to generate
eye-catching layouts, to
give a striking and profes-
sional appearance to the
magazine. This approach
impresses new & casual
readers, sponsors, the
media etc., which has been
an important objective. The
question now is: is it what
our core readers want?

The questionnaire
attempts to tackle several
areas but your general
comments on anything will
be very welcome. I do
hope that you will take the
time to complete this form
and send it to me so that
we can tailor the magazine
to your wishes. I look
forward to the results of
this largest ever reader
consultation exercise, and
to the exciting prospect of
the new magazine it will
create.

Hands across

the W

Another MacRobertson
Shield has ended, with
British croquet having
every right to be proud of
its achievement. “World
Croquet” is still in its
infancy, although the Shield
competition is around 70
years old. In the past this
event was very different:
ocean transport across the
world took weeks and
consequently representing
one’s country could require
those involved to devote
months of time. Restrictions
of time and cost could
dictate whom a team

contained. More recently air
travel and financial support
have changed the nature of
the event; though the great
experience of meeting
incredibly talented players
of the present, as well as
legends of the past, has
ensured its unique charac-
ter. But things are con-
stantly changing. The
competition grows ever
shorter to allow working
players the minimum time
off work - this year just 3
weeks for the main event
and 1 week of practice,
despite the inclusion of an
extra team. The use of a
single venue in 1993 was
also a radical innovation,
and together with the US
involvement led to a new
format. Already talk is
underway of an even
shorter format when the
next competition takes
place in the UK during
1996. Speculation also
concerns the possible
inclusion of South Africa in
the future.

Perhaps the biggest
changes to this event are
down to the backdrop
against which it takes place.
No longer do the players
see each other just once
every four years, or even
once every three years - the
new shorter cycle over
which the Shield will now
operate, The WCF and its
annual World Champion-
ship, the even longer
standing World Invitation at
Sonoma Cutrer, new events
like the French Open and a
greater willingness by
players to travel for
individual competition in
other countries have all
contributed to a more
casual attitude on World
Croquet - including the
MacRobertson - by the

world’s top players.

Now we find ourselves
talking about World
Doubles Championships
and new World Team
events to include minor
countries. It is important
that the WCF's “World
Calendar” does materialise -
to give form to what might
otherwise be chaos (any
collapse of a 1993 World
Championship is an omen
to be taken note of). Those
making the decisions will
have the great responsibil-
ity of widespread effects,
by altering the attitudes of
World Class players to
croquet and by association
those of all croquet players.

In the meantime, those of
us lucky enough to have
been present can reflect on
the success and the
comradeship of the 1993
MacRobertson. Hopefully
we can l'll.‘i[) (.'{)I]lﬂ'ﬂlli"lll{".lll'
the great croquet L'xpvri-
ence of representing one's
country to others and put
back something into the
game, that has given us so
much, by encouraging
other people to explore the
joy of croquet.
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Highlights from
Australia;
Professional
croquet in the
US; Croquet in
hotels; and @
Crimewatch

Sir Macpherson
Robertson KBE

An extract from “Who
was who":

b. Ballarat 6 Sept 1860

d. 20 Aug 1945

Governing director of
MacRobertson Confection-
ary Manufacturers of
Melbourne.

Financed British Austral-
ian & New Zealand
Antarctic Expedition 1929,
also an exploring expedi-
tion by motor vehicles
which made the circuit of
Australia 1928.

Placed £100,000 at the
disposal of the Victoria
Govt. for use in connection
with the Centenary
Celebrations of the
establishment of Melbourne
1933.

Recreations: croquet
and ball punching.

MacRobertson
News

On the victorious path
defending the MacRobertson
Shield, GB team members
scored some notable
achievements. World
Champion Robert Fulford
completed only the second
sextuple peel in the history
of the event (against NZ no.
1 Bob Jackson), and the
only one to have been
completed in a “live” match
or a singles match. Earlier,
in practise at Rich River,
Robert completed his first
octuple peel.

David Maugham com-

pleted what will doubtless
be recorded as one of the
most impressive turns in
croquet history, a 12 hoop
two-ball break that is given
the detailed account it
deserves in Chris Clarke’s
report of the event later on.
Again the opponent was the
luckless Mr Jackson, who
must find consolation in the
reason for opponent’s top
form against him: their
rating of him as one of
croquet’s greatest ever
players!

More gold for
Britain

Great Britain’s success on
the International Croquet
stage continued after the
MacRobertson, with
Cheltenham's Don Gaunt
winning a Gold and a Silver
medal in Perth at the
Australian Masters Games.

Top US money
earners

Johnny Osbome heads
the list of top US tournament
money eamers of 1992 with
$1,650 total prize money.
Robert Fulford is the highest
Brit at number 4 with $700.
Six year rankings reflect the
drop in prize money of
recent years. In 1992 total
purses reached $8590, up
$3600 from $4990 in 1991
but tiny compared to the
$75,350 of 1988 and $64,365
of 1989.

Canadian Reid Fleming
heads the six year totals

with $17,887. Ireland's Fred
Rogerson reached number
10 with $6375 and Mark
Avery was the top Brit at 12
with $4,787.

Meanwhile a plan for a
“pro tour" has been put
forward in the US, with a
projected purse total of
$250,000. If it went ahead
the first circuit tournament
could appear as early as
April 1995. Before anyone
scrambles for an air-ticket
though: remember that
money events in the US, real
and projected, tend to be
played according to US rules.

Stuart Croquet

Readers may have spotted
a new advertiser in the last
issue, and indeed a new
sponsor gracing 1993
handicap cards. Stuart
Leisure Products Ltd is a
family owned business
based in the heart of the
Black Country, where the
experience of five genera-
tions in working with fine
timbers “is now brought to
bear on the creation of some
of the best croquet equip-
ment available today”.

The Grosvenor range of
sets and mallets are
available from sports shops
and department stores. The
mallets feature a hard, dense
wood called balau: coming
from production forest
estates managed on a
sustainable yield basis by
the Malaysian Timber Board.
The mallet heads are of
square section, with a brass

hooped Tufnol striking face
at each end. (Stuart Leisure
Products on 0384 69231)

Swiss Rolls?

The second Coupe des
Alpes between the national
teams of France, Italy and
Switzerland was played at
Lesigny Golf Club near
Paris. The result was: France
9; Italy 5; Switzerland 4.
Currently France has 12
clubs and a full-time
professional in Jean-Baptiste
Grochain, Italy has 8 clubs
and Switzerland just 1 club
of 25 members. The French
Federation can be proud of
their young team and of the
excellent organisation and
new lawns they engineered
for this event.

Norman Eatough (who
scored 3 of Switzerland’s 4
wins in the above event)
won the Swiss Champion-
ship shortly after, beating
Peter Payne 2-0 in the final.

Bath Spa Hotel

Good luck to Robin
Sheppard, who has become
General Manager of the Bath
Spa Hotel (RAC Hotel of the
year 1991/92). Previously
Robin has been at the Royal
Berkshire Hotel, Ascot,
where his love of croquet
has involved him in
promotions for the game
with Chris Hudson. These
included an event launched
by actor Nigel Hawthorne
(pictured with Robin). Local
& national organisers will

THIS ALL PURPOSE
CARD AVAILABLE
FROM THE
CA OFFICE
Price only £3.50 for
eight with envelopes.
Ideal for Birthdays,
Christmas & Notelets.
Postage 50p

Make cheques payable
to “Croquet for
Leisure™
Post your orders to:
Brian MacMillan at the
Croquet Association

“CROQUET”
by James Tissot

TROQUE

A new concept in carpet croquet
Judged by many top players to play like
the real game.

[inchusive of postage)

For further information:

Fieldcourt Games

PO Box 1228

Colchester COIl IWT

Tel: 0206 42629 or 0722 33898I

L B
e

"CARPET CROQUET

FIELDCOURT GAMES @ 1990 PAT PEND

WANTED TO BUY

Old croquet books, pictures, drawings or anything else related to the
subject matter of croquet. Send me your list and price of items to sell.
My interest is to see that these items do not get lost over time,
and stay within the “croquet family” in a preserved collection.
TREMAINE ARKLEY, 9775 HULTMAN ROAD, INDEPENDENCE,
OREGON 97351, USA. PHONE: 503 838 4886. FAX 503 838 6121

RELEASE YOUR FULL
MINDPOWER!

You could rid yourself of fears, tension, depression, frustration,
excess weight, phobias, insomnia, migrane & smoking.
Successful analysis can increase self-confidence, concentration,
relaxation, enthusiasm, memory & creativity.

Qualified analyst DHP, MIAH. Free stress check & brochure:

Marble Arch NH Clinic. 071 258 0014 / 0022 (24 hr.s)

doubtless remember Robin’s continued enthusiasm to raise the profile of our
game when considering future activities.

Last year, as part of the celebrations which always accompany the Bath
International Music Festival, the Bath Spa Hotel ran a Pimms & Croquet
competition. The light-hearted competition attracted over 50 entries and the
first prize of a weekend for 2 in Dublin at the Shelboumne Hotel was won by
Mr & Mrs Layden of Atworth, Wiltshire. (Bath Spa on 0225 444424)

Hotel Sport
Stay packages

Hotels with an enthusiasm for croquet to match that of the Bath Spa may
be very rare, but you may be able to benefit from special rates offered for
visitors to sporting events.

The 21 hotels of the Holiday Inn chain offer special rates for groups of
players/supporters who book at least 5 rooms. Prices start from £25 per room
per night (depending on location), and can be shared by up to 4 people in
one of the twin rooms - which all have double beds.

The 6 UK Hotels (and those abroad) in the French Hotel Ibis chain offer a
sporting weekend package (Friday, Saturday or Sunday nights) called Vitabis.
There is no minimum number of guests necessary to take advantage of the
£18 rate for rooms outside London and £40 for those inside. All rooms are
double or twin-bedded.

Approved Balls

Following tests carried out on 29th November 1992, Barlow XT balls have
been granted CA Championship approval, and standard Barlow Balls have
been re-approved following expiry of the original three-year approval. The
average bounce figures achieved following drops from the standard height of
60in were 31.6 +- 0.3in (average on each ball in the range 31.3 to 31.8in) and
32.3 +- 0.4in (range 32.0 to 32.6in) respectively. For comparison, the Barlow
standard balls tested in 1989 reached on average a height of 33.0 +- 0.5in.

Stolen chain

From Simon & Veronica Tuke:

“Please would all readers be alerted that on January 21st a much treasured
croquet bracelet, in gold, was stolen from our house, (amongst other things).
There is a slight possibility that this item could be sold on, though I fear melt
down is its fate. It is an oval gold bracelet, safety chain and motif of a
croquet mallet and ball (also gold). Overall length when closed, about 6.5 - 7
cm. Please contact either Simon or Veronica Tuke (081 743 4617), or Acton
Police Crime Desk (081 900 7517) quoting ref E139 if you can help in any
way.”

ARTHRITIS
RESPECTS
NOBODY

SOME SPORTS INJURIES
® “CAN RESULT IN LONG
TERM DAMAGE

Arthritis is the biggest single cause of disability in the

UK today. In these health conscious days, more and more
people are becoming involved in active sport and
without the correct treatment, sports injuries can linger
on and lead to arthritic problems in later life.

Arthritis Research helps to train rheumatologists to treat
sports injuries. We also fund research into improving the
treatment and preventing the injuries from resulting in
long term damage. We need more money to
continue this work. Please act now.
Complete the coupon below and join us

o

in tl‘lt‘ race tor a cure.

)
& Ts)

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH i reseciciuny

Fighting the cause. Seeking the Cure.

Please send me your Sponsorship Pack - | would like to help.
Name:
ALMI'L‘!\'&:

Postcode:

To: The Arthritis and Rheumatism Council for Research.

FREEPOST, Chesterfield S41 7BR

Puitron: HRH The Duchess of Kent DTWOMCORL /93




Doubles in the
North; Leagues
and Ladies’
Days in the
South; plus the
English
Handicap All
over

here was a
disappointing
turnout for the
final at Surbiton
for the new All
England One Ball event,
and clearly the problem of
fitting it in to club sched-
ules and to the play off
and final rounds was too
great. As it was, but three
players contested the final,
two having got through a
regional play off that had
five contestants at Surbiton,
one arriving from a club
entry and no-one from the
other parts of the country
that had been scheduled to
send contestants.

This is a pity since the
one ball game has plenty
of challenges that reward
good play. The strategic
element is considerable
and my short experience
of playing it suggests to
me that it would be an
excellent game for
television, played by the
top players who would
need good hoop running
and positional shots, and
might also rise to the
challenge of a two-ball
break well played. The
game lasts about half an
hour, more if cat and mouse
tactics are employed around

In the final Robert
Pennant Jones of
Roehampton and Peter

Mayers of High Wycombe
won 3 of their 4 matches
leaving David Tutt of
Letchworth winless,
though David nearly
pulled off an improbable
win, pulling back a 7
hoop deficit to run rover
and delicately curl his
peg shot past the peg
missing by no more than
an inch. Peter, who had
with his previous shot
elected to make sure of
the peg by rolling up to it,
finished off. In the
subsequent game he had
to beat Robert, which he
did handily and in the
resulting play off the two
bisque advantage allied to
excellent approach play
and hoop running proved
too good for his opponent
who was left to attempt
improbable shots which
he made occasionally but
not often enough to
disturb Peter’s relentless
progress. Well played.
With no disrespect to
the three finalists, I hope
that clubs and organisers
persevere with the
competition to provide a
bigger and better entry for
next year and certainly for
the play offs which the
Surbiton Club managed
with their usual superb
hospitality. It is an
excellent game, well worth
its place in the calendar.

W Federation
League final
played at
Sidmouth on
September 27th
between Bristol and
Parkstone.

win. But Rover was the
sticking point for him,
giving Paul the chance to
take over and win.

The next two games to
finish went to Parkstone,
one with a T.P by Cliff

Both teams had a mix of Jones (the first in a SW

male and female, and of
the young and the not so
young.

The mornings singles
games were won con-
vincingly by the young
men Peter Trimmer (P)
and Paul Scott (B) and
the doubles went to
Bristol. 2-1 to Bristol at
lunchtime. Peter and Paul
had to play each other in
the afternoon - an
interesting battle. Eventu-
ally, the swing of the
game seemed to be going
in Paul's favour, but an
error at 5 put Peter in the
forefront and poised to

Federation match), so with
the score at 3-3, the last
pair on the lawn, Penny
Simmonds (P) and Sue
Bray (B) provided a nail
biting finale, with Sue
emerging the winner.

So, by the narrow
margin of 4-3, the SW
Federation Shield returned
to Bristol for the first time
since the inaugural season
in 1985.

Kingston Langley won
the SW Federation
Intermediate League and
Plymouth won the ‘B’
League.

Rosemary Gugan

Il England
Area
Handicap
Final was
held at the
Surbiton Club on 3rd &
4th October 1992.

The outcome of the All
England Handicap Final
was very apparent from
the opening game
between Stephen Harbron
(14) and Nelson Morrow

(5). Morrow hit in with the
4th ball and skilfully stuck
in the first hoop. Harbron
made good use of this
with a break to penulti-
mate without the use of
bisque. Morrow missed
the long shot and Harbron
wasted no time in making
a double peel and
pegging out with only 3
out of 9 bisques used. Not
bad for someone with a

handicap of 14!

Harbron went on to win
all his 5 games. The
runner up was a much
closer thing with both Len
Hawkins (9) and Chris
Wood (7) winning 3
games each. The outcome
went in Wood's favour
scoring more hoops.
Morrow and Barry Marsh
(9) finished with 2 wins
each and Paul Sharrock

CROQUET BALLS by TOM BARLOW

‘CHAMPIONSHIP' £77, 'XT' £110, per set.

Both types C.A. Championship Approved
3 year guarantee

Mail order add £4 per set P&P

Also Garden Croquet Balls, Top Quality Mallets
and complete range of C.A. Spec. Equipment

All available from U.K. Barlow stockists
J. & K.M. Beech
WOODLANDS CROQUET PRODUCTS T
Woodlands, Skipton Road, Barnoldswick,
Colne, Lancs, BB8 6HH.
0282-813070

(7) who did not quite find
his form, finished without
a win.

The wonderful food
cooked by Hazel
Kittermeister made up for
the appalling weather of
rain and wind which at
times made you feel as if
you should be playing
with a sledge hammer and
not a mallet.

N. Morrow.

THE CROQUET
ASSOCIATION

The National Voice for Croquet -
Responsible for:

S | tructure:

Laws & Regulations; Handicaps;
Grading System.

roquet North (the
Federation of
croquet clubs in
the north of
England) held an
autumn progressive doubles
toumament at Tyneside
Croquet Club on Sunday 27th
September 1992,
Twenty-four entries were
accepted for 1992s second
Progressive Doubles
Tournament organised by
Croquet North, and the
event was over-subscribed.
The entries were split into
Senior and Junior players,
and the initial draw made.
Six rounds of Croquet
Association doubles play
were scheduled, each

round of strictly one hour
duration, started and
finished on the sounding
of a whistle.

Although games were
played on short courts,
normal CA handicap rules
applied (including lift
rules), with some changes.
These were that Junior
players scored two points
for each hoop or peg
scored, giving a maximum
team score of 39 in any
round, and peeling (team
or opponent) did not
score, although pegging
out any valid ball did. No
account was taken of any
movement on a ball after
the closing whistle, In

addition any bisques
allocated were for use by
the individual alone, not
by the partnership.

The tourmament produced
two winners, Senior and
Junior, by calculating total
team points scored over the
six rounds. Progression
occurred after each round
with the winning partnership
moving lawns (Senior up,
Junior down), and the losing
partnership splitting to
receive the new players on
that lawn. A match ending
level was resolved for
progression by toss of a
coin.

Although the day
commenced in fog, and

developed to continuous
rain, the event was highly
successful, being played in
an excellent spirit through-
out, and the range of
players from scratch to
raw beginners showed
that, by combining
coaching, competition and
variety into the one event,
much can be learned by
many players.

The tournament was
successfully managed by
Derek Trotman. Catering
was gratefully received by all
players from Tyneside
Croquet Club, in the persons
of Margaret Smith and Nora
Hill, helped on the day by

Jean Allan, one of four

visitors from Northallerton,
the other three of whom
played in their first Associa-
tion Croquet event, and
were greatly helped by the
attention given by their
respective Senior Player
partners.

Croquet North is also
very grateful to the efforts
of the Ground Staff of the
University of Newcastle,
landlords of Tyneside
Croquet Club, in preparing
the courts, especially with
the dreadful weather over
the preceding two weeks.

Seniors winner: John
Portwood; Juniors winner:
Bill Hill.

Bruce M Rannie

E Federation
Ladies’ Day on
Saturday August
1st and the sun
shone upon the
lawns of the Sussex
Croquet Association where
teams from Eastbourne,
Havering, Ramsgate,
Southwick and Worthing
gathered for the third one-
day tournament. Owing to
the number of teams and
limited time, the day was
organised as three single-

life contests, a doubles
and two singles, one for
the lower bisquers and
one for the higher and
they were won by
Southwick, Havering, and
Ramsgate respectively.
Many members had met
in previous years so that
the tournament provided a
means of greeting old
friends, exchanging news
and doing friendly battle.
By the end of the after-
noon a real garden party

atmosphere had devel-
oped and we all cheered
when Ramsgate were
presented with the Shield
for winning the most
games in all three con-
tests. Our thanks must go
to the Southwick Club for
allowing us the use of
their beautiful lawns as
well as supplying us with
drinks and tea. Hopefully
this enjoyable day can be
repeated next year.
Margaret Payton.

The ultimate
high performance

croquet sets and mallets

Finely crafted in England for the

recreational, club and tournament player.

Mallets individually made to your specification.
Send for detailed colour leaflet to:-

SHueeord

Stuart Leisure Products Ltd.

Portersfield Road., Cradley Heath,
\_ West Midlands B64 7BZ. Tel: 0384 69231

t was third time
lucky for Leicester,
1991 losing finalists,
in the 1992 Secre-
tary’s Shield, the
final of which was played
at Cheltenham. The home
club were in opposition,
the idea of a neutral
venue being sacrificed to
the practical reality of
finding somewhere to play
as late as 17 October.
Indeed, the start was
delayed while frost cleared
from the courts. Leicester
perhaps benefited from
their limbering-up
exercises in the cold

LIMITED

For a comprehensive range of Croquet
Equipment, Mallets, Balls, Hoops,
Winning pegs, Clips, Corner flags,

Corner pegs, etc.

All at competitive prices.

Ask for Townsend Croquet equipment
at your local sports shop.

TOWNSEND CROQUET LTD.
CLAIRE ROAD
KIRBY CROSS
FRINTON-ON-SEA
ESSEX CO13 0OLX
TELEPHONE: FRINTON (0255) 67-4404

changing room, for they
won all three of the
morning games without
difficulty.

By afternoon, the
weather was very pleas-
ant. Lawrence Whittaker
put the match result
beyond doubt by winning
quickly against Malcolm
MacBean, and Cheltenham
had to be content with a
single win, secured by
Mike Ranshaw after
Richard White missed the
peg-out and lost his
shooting form with the
single ball.

Lawrence Whiltaker




More votes at
General
Meetings;
ranking
problems; minus
handicaps; and
the All England
Handicap

Voting members

Dear Sir

At the same time as we
discuss the prospect that
every club member
should be taxed to
finance the CA, we should
also consider altering our
Constitution radically so
that every member has a
vote at general meetings
of the Association.

What was good enough
for the American Revolu-
tion should be good
enough for us: no
taxation without represen-
tation. One member
(however described), one
vote should be our battle
cry!
from
R Quiller Barreit
London W13

Mallet problems?

Dear Sir

I wonder if any other
readers are having trouble
with their Jaques mallets
bought within the last
three years?

Four of my club
members are having
trouble with theirs and 1
feel they cannot be the
only unlucky ones.
Monica Catling
Secretary
Lansdown Croquet Club

Ranking List
omissions

Dear John

It was interesting to see
last seasons ranking and
your two new lists in the
last edition of Croquet,
but I find it hard to assess
their accuracy, as, not for
the first time, there seems
to have been under-
reporting of results. My
own CGS rating is based
on 29 matches, but I
actually played 65 last
year (in Britain; I had
another 12 in Australia
and New Zealand). As far
as the best-of-three
matches are concerned
my three in the Home
Internationals last year are
doubtless included - Since
Stephen Mulliner was
there in person with his
portable computer - and
probably so were the two
I played in the same
event the prt‘viou:i'ycar.
But where were the other
4 matches I played for the

““What
was good
enough
for the
American
Revolu-
tion
should be
good
enough
for us: no
taxation
without
represen-
tation””

SCA against the CA and
CAI? Shouldn’t they count
too?

I don't want to make
too much of this, partly
because I'm not all that
concerned about where I
stand, though as you
point out the rankings are
used to determine
eligibility for some
tournaments. I also know
that I am slightly odd (but
only slightly) in that I play
in Scotland as well as
England. However, the
CGS rankings do claim to
include ‘ALL eligible
singles games’ and be
‘most useful for players
outside the top 20-30" and
that does seem to be a bit
optimistic.

David Appleton
Suffolk

The Genuine
Handicap

I do not understand the
minus complex. A far
simpler, and more
realistic, system would be
for beginners to start with
a handicap of 0 and allow
the handicap to indicate
the number of bisques
you have to give (less
those of your opponent).
This would mean that the
‘elite’ player would be,
say, +26. If necessary, as
players improve the
handicap can be adjusted
upwards as far as re-
quired.
S E Black
Cheshire

All England
Handicap Final

I was very sorry to read
the letter from Len
Hawkins in the issue 225
of “Croquet”. He has
obviously not appreciated
several facts :

1. The event is open to
all players throughout
England, Wales Scotland
and Ireland.

2. Although the
headquarters of the CA is
at Hurlingham, it has no
control over the lawns.
Indeed the CA at present
does not have a Head-
quarters Club which it
controls but it does have
a Regional Club at
Surbiton. The local club
operates under a licence
from the CA which owns

the long lease and which
gives it the right to stage
the CA National and
International events there.
Hurlingham, a private
club, naturally limits its
permission to the CA to
‘play’ events there. Thus it
was not at “any” club but
at its only Regional club.

3. Unfortunately due to
vandals and thieves we
have to take up and lock
away every evening all
our hoops etc and they
have to be reset every
day.

4, Although we knew
the number of players
qualified to play in the
Final they do not always
appear. Therefore the
format cannot be finally
decided until the morning
of the first day - hence
when only 6 players
attended the Manager
decided to play it as a
‘Round Robin’ rather than
a Swiss as advertised, as
this formula was more
satisfactory to all con-
cerned.

5. As to the trophies,
the one for the winner
had been cleaned and
refurbished in 1991. 1
have inspected the runner
up trophy in the CA office
last March and found it in
reasonable condition but
requires cleaning. The CA
cannot accept blame if
trophies are returned by
the previous winner in a
tarnished condition! Both
trophies are engraved:
“presented to the C.A by
Major R Tingey as a
Challenge Trophy for the
Winner/Runner Up in the
All England Final”.

The original inscription
referring to the Australian
Open was retained for
historical interest. Major
Tingey won both these
trophies. He was a
distinguished player who
became the first croquet
professional. No explana-
tion of how winner/
runner up of these
trophies did not win the
Australian Open is
necessary.

6. All trophies are
secondhand after their
initial presentation and
none the worse for that!

There should have been
a referee organised for the
(continued on pg 9 ...)

INTERMEDIATE COACHING NOTES by lan Plummer

Section 10.
TACTICS AGAINST
BETTER PLAYERS.

The following para-
graphs discuss considera-
tions on playing against
better players in a
handicapped game. The
main thing to be aware of
is your opponent's ability.
There is no point in
consuming bisques to
prevent your opponents
going round if there is
little possibility that they
can make any advantage
from your present
position.

10.1. ‘A’ class players
have handicaps of 2 or
less. They will be able to
hit in confidently over 1/4
the length of the lawn and
hit painfully often over
half the length or more of
the lawn. Consequently
You must expect them to
hit if you leave a short
shot. You must plan to
use distance and wiring to
prevent them from getting
the innings.

10.2. ‘A’ class Players
may be assumed to be
able to go through as
many hoops as they wish
with either a three- or
four-ball break. In
addition they can be
expected to try triple and
lower order peels. Players

with handicaps of 0 or less
will generally be success-
ful with their triple peels.

10.3. ‘A’ class players
can often finish the game
in two or three breaks.
That means that if they
have one ball on the peg
they are probably only
one break away from
finishing. Consequently
you cannot afford to let
them have an easy innings
with all the balls in the
centre of the lawn.
Normally YOU would start
attacking with your
bisques in these circum-
stances.

10.4. In addition even if
the ‘A’ class player has
only got to 4-back with
their forward ball there is
a strong possibility that
they can again finish in
one more break by
peeling. Depending on
how well they were
playing and exactly where
they had stopped you
would start attacking with
your bisques.

10.5. When an ‘A’ class
player finishes their break
under control you would
expect that you will only
be left with expensive
shots should you miss. It
will normally be advisable
for you to keep using your
bisques when you get the
innings.

10.6. ‘B’ class players
cover the range from 2 to
6 or 7 handicap. We will
consider perhaps a player
of handicap 5. You will
tone up or down the
following paragraphs
depending on your
opponent's handicap.

10.7. ‘B’ class players
can be expected to play
four-ball breaks confi-
dently through 9 or more
hoops. They will have
more difficulty with three-
ball breaks making six or
so hoops depending on
where they are in the
break. The centre hoops
are easy. You can gener-
ally rely on them not
going all the way around
in one turn - you will get
another chance.

10.8. ‘B’ class players
are less consistent in their
hitting in, again they will
hit balls 10 or so yards
away but would perhaps
hit only 50% of balls more
than half a lawn away.

10.9. ‘B’ class players
will be able to retrieve
easy boundary balls.

10.10. Their leaves can
be expected to be less
lethal than those from ‘A’
class players. You will be
left certain shots (‘free’
shots) which you can take
without penalty whereby
they gain no advantage.

10.11. A "B’ class player
is only one turn away
from finishing when they
have their forward ball at
or through rover and their
backward ball at least
through the first two or
three hoops.

10.12. ‘C’ class players
have handicaps ranging
from say 6 to 10 or there
about. Taking an 8
handicap player. They will
be able to play a four-ball
break through five or six
hoops, but will have
difficulty obtaining more
than three or four hoops
in a three ball break.

10.13. They will be
expected to hit a ball a
quarter of a lawn away
say 70% of the time. They
will not be able to retrieve
balls easily from bounda-
ries and corners.

10.14. They will seldom
design a leave, but finish
where they break down.
This will give you breaks
and the innings in many
circumstances and nearly
always a ‘free’ shot.

10.15. A ‘D’ class player
is one turn away from
finishing when they are on
the peg with one ball and
have four or so hoops to
make with their back ball
- assuming that YOU do
not leave them a break on
a plate.

(“Letters” ...continued )
first day and I apologise
for our omission. On the
second day there was a
different manager and he
was a referee.
Unfortunately I was
unable to be present at
the Final as I was on
holiday as was George
Noble. We are all sad that
the event, in Mr Hawkins'
opinion did not live up to
his expectations but we
hope the other five
enjoyed it. We are all
volunteers who try to do
our best. I do not con-
sider the very sarcastic
tone of the letter was
justified. “You do not
quench your thirst with
bitter water”.
Derek Caporn
Chairman of the Surbiton
Croquet Club and a C.A
Council Member.

“the CA
at present
does not
have a
Headquar-
ters Club
which it
controls
but it
does have
a Re-
gional
Club at
Surbiton”’

CROQUET CONCESSIONS

For all your requirements on quality
equipment by world famous
manufacturers at concessionary prices

POR
IREI

For catalogue and price list please send 8” x 4” SAE
To: Sportdirekt, L Block, Bolsover Enterprise Park
Station Road, Bolsover, Cheslerfield $44 6BH

CROQUET MALLETS

by Michael Percival
Hand crafted mallets made to your individual requirements, from
beautiful high quality timbers selected from around the World.
Any weight, length, design or finish.
Repairs and alterations also undertaken.
For more information write to:-

Yew Tree Cottage, Mill Lane, Combs, Stowmarkel,

Suffolk IP14 2NF or telepbone 0449-613917

























