Through the Hoop with Tony Antenen

...Sombre words from a saddened Secretary to start with......

but a happier ending....

In my last despatch I mentioned that Marie
De Laurey, Surbiton Club member and our
invaluable "Girl Friday" had had to
discontinue her once a week visit to the
office through failing health. We at the CA
Office were shattered to receive the news of
her passing just days after she had been
admitted to the local hospice. Brian, Paul
and I attended the funeral service but it was
not until the next following Friday that the
realisation of her death was brought home to
us. Her practical down to earth approach to
any task coupled to a quirky sense of humour
in the face of what we now know to have
been a debilitating illness left a lasting
impression and she is sadly missed.

It seemed that we had hardly had
time to recover from one lot of bad news
before we were delivered
another hammer blow when I received a call
from Derek Caporn's nephew Rupert
advising me of Derek's death in hospital.
There then followed a series of telephone
calls as I advised members of Council and
the Association of the wretched news. One
might have thought that, after the first few
calls, the communication might, in some
way, have been less fraught. Not so. Try as

I might, it was almost impossible to cushion
the shock, such was Derek's standing. There
will be other words by those far more able
than I to write them, I simply wish to record
the appreciation of Derek's unfailing
courtesy, patience and helpfulness,
particularly in my early days as Secretary.

Onedoorcloses, another opens. Here
at the CA Office we were pleased to receive
a call from, and later welcome Roy Fox
(Merton) who has volunteered his services
on a once a week basis. At the time of
writing he has survived two encounters here
at HQ so any further visits are on his own
head! Roy seems to have adjusted to the
pace of life in the Office which, on occasion,
is representative of the old Chinese curse:
"May you live in interesting times!"

To end on a lighter note. Royal
Tunbridge Wells marked the official opening
of their club house on Saturday, 3rd June
with a well organised and well supported
event which even a drear, dull day could not
depress! The club enjoys strong local
Council support and welcomed the Mayor
and Mayoress, Councillor and Mrs Wally
Stone along with Head of Leisure Services
David Bell. The CA was represented by

ally...

President, John Solomon and Barbara, just
recently returned from the USA, CA
Tournaments Chairman Dennis Shaw and
Eileen and your Secretary. Centre stupe,
however belonged to Jilly Goolden, she ol
the BBC's Food and Drink programme. Hei
sparkling personality brightened the day
and her articulate and well turned address
charmed us all. Sincere thanks to Peter and
Audrey Howells and, in fact, to all members
of Royal Tunbridge Wells for their Kind
invitation and generous hospitality. I wm
sure that the welcome would be equally
warm for any CA members who would like
to play croquet against an imposing south
facing backdrop in that historic town. The
contact number for Audrey and Peter s
01892 853 173.

Don't forget
the Editor's
Hot-line

on Monday
July 24th

7 - 9pm

The Croquet Association Shop

Books ( all prices are postage paid)

History of Croquet
Queen of Games

Croquet Complete Guide £7.40

Coaching Manual

Know the Game £3.95
How to Play Croquet £3.30
Croquet £7.62
Expert Croquet Tactics £12.72
Clothing

Wet Suits - available in all sizes

£11.20

£9.00

£10.45
Play the Game £4.16
Teach Yourself Croquet £3:72
Plus One On Time £5.62

Waitcoats

Ties (Prsidents, Chaimans, Spencer Ell, Counties & CA)

CA Enamel Brooch £4

‘Tissot' Croquet Girl note cards. Pack of 8
including envelopes £4.50 post paid

Contact: Brian Macmillan, The Croquet Association Shop Tel. 0171 - 7363148
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