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JohAn Jaques
1795 + 1995

THE OLDEST SPORTS

JUBILEE CROQUET SET

GAMES MANUFACTURER

One of the range of twenty or so sets we produce in our IN THE WORLD
South London factory suitable for beginners right

through to tournament players.

John Jaques Il won a place in sporting history - and a Gold
Medal - for introducing croquet into England at the Great

CRAFTSMAN

One of Jaques' team
of wood-turners and
craftsmen who make an
extensive range of high
quality mallets using
English and foreign
hardwoods.

Ask for details of the
latest Tuftex, twin-faced
"long life" mallets -ideal
for all standards of
play.

Exhibition in 1851. His display there attracted such wide

the years developed into the absorbing sport enjoyed by so
many world-wide.

Today, Jaques sell their products to every corner of the
world and their quality is unsurpassed. Jaques 'Eclipse’ balls
are requested by top players for championship play because
of their dependable characteristics and these balls have been
used inevery World Championship and were selected for the
World Championship in France in 1995.

Complete Croquet sets range in price from £80 to £800 and
mallets from £25 to £150. Full specifications and colour
brochure available on request.
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Decisions, decisions.

In October I was asked to produce a budget for the Gazette, which I duly
did and gave the Treasurer a metaphorical heart attack. He was not too
confident that the Finance & General Purpose Committee would accede to
my needs. Fortunately to all intents purpose they did, with the proviso that
four pages should be trimmed from the total number in 1997, and granted a
budget of around £19,000.

A cut of four pages from a total of 152 does not appear to be much
of a reduction, but if production costs continue to rise at the rate they have
in the last two years, it may be that some other changes to the Gazette may
have to be considered in the not too distant future.

The changes, if there have to be any, will be of a physical nature;
that is glossy paper may be replaced, the colour from the front cover may
go, there will be a standard 24 page issue throughout, the tournament review
may be scrapped and we shall have to return to printing reports on a first
come first served basis. These are only some of the options.

The editorial board will be considering very carefully all options

and opinions on the possibility of changes being made to the Gazette in the
future, and all readers are asked either collectively at your clubs, or
individually, to let the editorial board know what your thoughts and ideas
are. Whatever decision is reached, it is important that you play your part in
it, so don’t let others make decisions for you, think about what you want
and let us know.
Please send your comments by post c/o the Editorial Board to Secretary
Paul Campion. Or if you prefer to talk to a board member, you can contact
any of them by telephone: Bill Arliss -01723 728204 Hamish Hall -
01179741683 Bruce Rannie - 0191 2529739 Andrew Gregory - 01223
573560 or myself - 0191 2579045.

For some time now there has been a substantial quantity of
correspondence regarding various opinions on the subject of Golf Croquet.
It is obvious from such contributions that there is an issue to be resolved, or
at very least addressed. but it is my belief that any further correspondence
should be addressed to the appropriate club, federation or Council
representatives. My reasons for this are that it would appear that continuing
to publish endless letters alone will not accomplish anything so, unless you
have some singularly different angle on either side of the Golf Croquet
debate to air, you may consider the debate suspended in the Gazette until
further notice.

Gail Curry
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NEWS

Proposed Indoor Centenary
Tournament

For the last two years the CA has organised
an indoor federation tournament at Bretby.
Unfortunately this venue is no longer
available. However through the good offices
of David Magee we have been offered
alternative indoor facilities at RAF
Innsworth near Gloucester. It is currently
proposed to hold a centenary tournament
there over the weekend of 15 / 16 March
1997. Any Federation which wishes may
make an entry but we are primarily looking
for entries (either pairs or foursomes) from
clubs. On this occasion the facilities are free
so we hope entry fees can be set at a
reasonable level. Would all interested parties
please give preliminary indications of
interest to David Magee (01452 - 700353)
or Stephen Badger 0171 - 2748126) as soon
as possible. They will then receive firm

details in the second half of February.

Bisque Taking For Fun & Profit

Roger of Wheeler of the Cheltenham
Croquet Club has produced an 8 page A5
pamphlet entitled 'Bisque Taking for
Beginners'. The booklet costs a very
reasonable 60p, of which 20p from each
copy sold goes towards the club funds.
The pamphlet is easy to follow and
has plenty of good advice. If you would like
a copy send a cheque, made payable to
Roger Wheeler, to Roger Wheeler, The Old
Quarry, Brimpsfield, Gloucester, GL4 8LE.

Play Croquet Where No Man (or
Woman) Has Ever Played Croquet
Before

It is evident from the lack of entries to most
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competions run in the Gazette in the past
that many readers are not too enthused by
the normal hum drum, run of the mill
challenges. Therefore, in order to entice
more entries, the editor is setting a challenge
to individuals, clubs or perhaps even
federations, to go and play croquet in places
where the game has never been, or quite
possibly will never be, played again.

All you have to do to enter is go to
your chosen venue, play some croquet, take
a photograph, write a few lines detailing the
members of the party and the chosen venue
and send it to the editor. All entries will be
published and there will be a prize for the
most outrageous venue used.

Should you require some
suggestions for venues to get you thinking
on the right lines, here are some I prepared
earlier: local market place, a beach, a cross
channel ferry, the airport, any mountain, a
public house................. etc elc.

The Wimbledon
Lawn Tennis
Museum

and

The Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum,
At the All England Lawn Tennis

and Croquet Club,

Church Road,

Wimbledon,

London.

SWI19 5AE

Tues -

) Wimbledon is more

Why not come

new exhibition
celebrating 100
years of Croquet.
Opens Tuesday
13th May 1997.

There is a Tea Room, and a
Shop selling Wimbledon
leisurewear, gifts and books.

Sunday - 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Free car park

For more information

and a free colour leaflet
Telephone : 0181 946 6131

Visit the Museum
at the home of
Lawn Tennis and
find out why

than just two
weeks of the year

visit the

Sat 10.30am - 5.00pm

WOODLAND&

CENTENARY

Celebrate the CA Centenary

CA CENTENARY MALLET

Hand crafted in traditional and 'hi tec'
materials. Bubinga head with impact
faces. Graphite shaft with octagonal

luxury grip.

Available only from
Brian Macmillan 0171 - 7363148

John Beech 01282 - 813070.

Call now for details

CROOUET

Lad

MALLET

with a

or

R
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THE CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

s readers may know, the chairman of the Council of the CA may
not hold office for more than two years in succession. Accordingly

I have succeeded Bill Lamb in his position and Tim Haste has
become vice-chairman. Details of the membership of Council and its
committees were set out on the back page of the last Gazette. I am pleased
to say that reports of the death of the Publicity Committee, like that of
Mark Twain, proved much exaggerated. It is in fact alive and well and
Syd Jones has been restored as its chairman. But effective publicity
certainly remains a problem; if readers have any new ideas or expertise of
their own in this field do please let him (or me) know.

It may be that some croquet players regard Council as aloof,
remote, irrelevant or all three. But if that is your view it is your fault. It is
your Council and your CA so join in and play some part yourself. The CA
is essentially an amateur organisation and we need volunteers at all levels.
You do not need to be a minus player, or even to know one, to stand for
Council. You simply need to find two other associates who will propose
and second you and get your nomination in to the CA office by 1st August,
and off you go. Everyone is welcome to try and the wider the range of
talents available for selection the better.

There are several areas where volunteers would be especially
welcome. If you have literary talents the editor would no doubt be delighted
if you sent her a sparkling article. In addition to this from time to time we
have the opportunity of feature articles in the national or regional press
and there may be particular opportunities in centenary year. We want to
build up a bank of potential authors in readiness. We already have some
candidates, but if this is your forte let us have your name too. Similarly, if
you have management or marketing skills that might be applied to croquet,
tell us. Or if you might like to become involved in a public relations role,
let us know. The croquet world is small enough and we need to draw on
all the skills we have available.

Who is 'us'? In the first instance it is probably Paul Campion in
the CA office, but it can as well be me, or your federation representative
on Council, or any member of Council if you feel you know them better.
Like my predecessor | set out my contact numbers below and am very
willing to be contacted by anyone with anything to say.

Finally, remember that in many ways the best way you can play a
role is in recruitment, either in recruiting members from outside for your
club or in recruiting club members to join the CA. This is after all our
centenary year; let us make sure that the CA goes forward as a strong and
responsive organisation.

May I wish all readers a happy and enjoyable centenary.
Stephen Badger
0171 - 2748126 or 01242 - 516603
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~ OBITUARIES ~

( j olin Thursfield died on 27 th September 1996 at the Holme Tower
Marie Curie Centre in Penarth at the all too young age of 60.
Like so many of us, Colin came to croquet relatively late in life

and embraced the game with infectious enthusiasm. As beginners 11 years
ago Colin, and his wife Alison, were founder members of Dyffryn Cro-
quet Club and helped to establish what has become a flourishing outpost
of the game in south Wales. They worked hard to create a pocket handker-
chief lawn in their garden on a scale such that the yard line was generally
decreed to be about nine inches! they joined the Cheltenham Club so
that, amongst other benefits, they could continue playing in the winter.

Colin and Alison became stalwart supporters of tournament ven-
ues in the south west as well as making sorties further afield to Notting-
ham. Colin was never going to be an A class player and regarded a single
figure handicap as a real achievement. Yet he was the very antithesis of
Aunt Emma and frequently delighted in choosing the ambitious and satis-
fying shot rather than playing safe. Of course he sometimes paid the price
and lost games that might have been won. The gain for both his partners
and opponents was that, with Colin on the lawn, the croquet would not be
dull.

It was fitting that in 1995, in what was to be his last season, Colin
was Chairman of Dyffryn and that his last game representing the club was
in the final of the Longman Cup against Tyneside. Just days before he
finally lost his fight against cancer he expressed his longing for a game of
croquet.

Colin’s career was spent mainly in education. After graduating
from Oxford he taught chemistry for 10 years. Following a brief flirtation
with computing he moved into the university world as a careers advisor at
Aberdeen then Cardiff. Early retirement in 1990 from his last post as
manager of student accommodation in Cardiff happily allowed him more
time to see the family and more time on the lawns.

Our deepest sympathy goes to Alison and to Clare and Martin and
their families.

Barry Marsh.

It is with deep regret that I have to let you all know of the passing of two
stalwarts of the Southwick croquet scene last November; Frank Beard
and Ron Smith. Both had been croquet players for many years and associ-
ated with Southwick for much of the time. Both were keen coaches and
between them were responsible for my wife and I learning the game and
getting addicted. Ron was a club and a CA handicapper and Frank was -
well, Frank! - one of the real characters in the game, as well as being a
very useful player. Both will be sadly missed by our club and I suspect by
the very many friends they made over the years through the game.

Bill Arliss

Southwick CC

SUCCESS AT BOWDON

ndrew Winn was the winner of the
AF()tiadi Bowl for the Bowdon

novices tournament, with Robin
Morgan and David Cotton joint winners of
the Novice Egyptian competition. There
were 12 entries from this year's record
number of 20 new members, which is due
much to the advertising at the time of the
MacRobertson Shield. The competitions
were organised by Chris Irwin and Derek
Buxton.

Pictured right: Chris Irwin, Robin Morgan,
Andrew Winn, David Cotton and Derek Buxton.
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Not the card but the recording

Dear Editor

I'was pleased to see the debate opened by Robert
Alexander and Richard Mann in the latest gazette
on handicap cards. [ believe that the use of
handicap cards in the automatic handicapping
system (AHS) has been very successful in
controlling handicaps and that it does not require
any basic changes. 1 disagree that we need to
store more information on each game on the
cards. Some players have been keeping varying
levels of detail of their games since time
immemorial in books that they update like
diaries, but this is not the point of these cards.
One improvement would be to list the valid
handicap points (and trigger point) on the front
of the card (I know people struggle knowing the
number of steps between two given handicaps).
I always copy these onto the front of each new
card that I get.

The most important thing is to encourage
universal usage of the cards. Most of us have
seen the odd tournament player who is not filling
in a card (to try and protect an unrealistic
handicap for some reason of pride). To this end
I would propose the following changes: -
Introduce a target for the players on handicap -
2, say -2.5 at 2850 with a 5 step gap. Many of
them openly disregard the system precisely
because they have no such target and set a bad
example for the lesser players.

- Put in place a rule to allow the manager of a
tournament to fill in (or supervise) all cards. This
would need to be optional as some managers
would not have the time or inclination. Managers
would report defaulters (those who cannot
produce a card) to the handicap committee who
would make central handicap changes in
exceptional cases at year end.

- Do not provide advertising to tournaments
comprising regular association croquet that have
as a condition that handicap cards will not be
used. I will be raising this at the South East
Federation AGM (we do advertise such events).
Richard Hilditch

Dear Editor,

I have some sympathy with the idea expressed
by Robert Alexander and Richard Mann of the
Medway Club for a re-designed handicap record
card, because the present card is rather cramped.
It was designed to incorporate the minimum
information necessary to operate the AHS. This
was done deliberately in order to simplify record-
keeping. There are many players who would

LAY

not want to record the date and event for every
game, and it is the custom in this country to
record the result of a game as a difference in
score rather than the more expansive form of
points scored by each player.

However, the principal objection to
including more information is the reduced
number of games that could be entered. Forty
or fifty games is not sufficient for a large number
of tournament players; some even manage to get
to the final page.

But all is not lost, for the card is clearly
big enough to support both the enthusiastic
tournament player and the regular club player
who plays in just a few tournaments. Many
players leave two or three lines between
tournaments and use one as a heading for the
tournament following and its dates. Club players
can use two lines for each game; for example,
use the first two columns to record the date in
day/month format and the third column to denote
the event. Then proceed to the next line to record
the standard information required. The prettiest
card I have seen was completed by a player who
used different coloured inks for different kinds
of games.

In short, a little imagination will
overcome most of the shortcomings indicated by
Robert and Richard without reducing its general
usefulness to others.

Bill Lamb,
Chairman, Handicap Co-ordination
Committee

It could be you!

Dear Editor

[ am pleased to report that copy number 1000 of
"Plus one on Time" has just been sold. It has in
fact gone to the CA Office and will be re-sold
by them, or rather, it will be given away, since I
have donated this copy, suitably inscribed.

So, get your copy from Brian Macmillan
now and you could be the lucky one to get a free
copy!

Don Gaunt.

Complaints department

Dear Editor,

Although I much enjoy the Gazette and approve
of the changes that you have made, | am
disappointed at the lack of tournament reports
in the November issue. With due respect to the
A class players, we read about them and see their
photographs in every issue. Interesting as the
report on the MacRobertson Shield probably is,
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does it really warrant eight pages? But to the
more humble members, the smaller tournaments,
mainly handicap, are of more immediate interest
because they can read about their friends and
acquaintances in venues that they know and in
context that they can better understand.

To make my moan more personal, why
no report of the Woking Triples week finishing
up with the 3-day handicap event (28 to 30 June)
or the Sidmouth handicap (21 to 22 September)?
I know you had a report of the latter because 1
sent it off to you within a week.

Tony Backhouse.

In the November issue (246) I did offer an
apology and a brief explanation as to why the
MacRobertson Shield report was late and why it
was so lengthy. Unfortunately it would appear
that you missed it. As to the inclusion of photos
of A class players in every issue, having looked
through the issues for this year I can state that,
including the November issue, there have been
29 photographs of A class players/events whilst
there have been 48 photographs of other players/
events. In short, and backed up by facts, there is
no A class bias in the Gazette.

Concluding, on the subject of
tournament reports, congratulations on sending
your report in within the stipulated guidelines.
If only other reporters were as conscientious as
vou! The Woking triples report did not turn up
until December and | am still waiting for the
report of the Junior Championship held in July.
Whilst in an ideal world I would like to publish
them as soon as possible after [ receive them, it
is not always possible, as [ have to prioritise
contributions and produce a broad based
publication purely from the material at my
disposal, which at times is no mean feat, given
that so few appreciate the meaning of the word
‘deadline’. In short, the position of editor is, in
my humble opinion, a position of trust, that is
that I am trusted to make the decisions to produce
the Gazette and publish it on time. To the best of
my ability I believe I do this, but if from time to
time there are disappointed readers I apologise,
as it would appear it is impossible to please all
of the players all of the time even though I do
try. (Ed.)

Letter of the Law

Dear Editor

As the unnamed sinner in David Goacher's letter
"Spirit or Letter of the Law?" I feel I need
to defend myself. To fully explain the
circumstances, | was in the middle of a break
when I nearly cross-wired myself from my hoop
5 pioneer. In such situations, where both balls
are near a hoop, I use the wire of the hoop for
lining up my shot. Whilst it is difficult to explain
or visualise, should the wire of the hoop be at an
angle it makes this process very difficult as the
distance between the mallet and the hoop varies
at different points in the practice swings. By
having the hoop reset I had no desire to acquire
an advantage, only to remove my disadvantage.

e —

e —— T ———
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I have no moral problem whatsoever with my
actions and would do the same thing again
without hesitation.

However I do agree with the sentiments
of David's letter as the law can create significant
moral problems, for example when your
opponent has carefully set up a perfect cross-
wire only for you to have the peg/hoop
straightened so that you can see the wired ball
(this is perfectly legal). I have also experienced
this type of position and have not had the hoop
straightened as it is so obviously contrary to the
spirit of the law. The grey area which I cannot
remember encountering is obviously when an
opponent sets up an imperfect cross-wire which
causes "sighting" difficulties because of the close
proximity of a hoop at an angle. If I encountered
this latter scenario I think I would ask for the
hoop to be reset.

Quite why the law was changed I too am
unsure, | can think of no useful purpose for it
other than the situation 1 encountered and the
other more common scenario which arises when
you approach a hoop from the side to perfectly
in front, only to find that it is not square in the
ground and you have an angled hoop to run. This
being the case 1 can only assume this was the
reason the law was developed, so far from
contravening the spirit of law I was actually
putting it to its intended use. It is the duty of all
players ( top class ones in particular) to know
the rules of the game they are playing and whilst
they should not contravene the spirit of these
laws they should use those rules provided for
their assistance whenever possible. I find it
extremely hard to believe that I was the only
player present aware of this rule.
lan Burridge

Addressing a 20th century problem

Dear Editor

Why does the CA only give joint membership
to named couples? Isn’tit ime we dragged them
into the 20th century? I see no reason why father/
son, mother/daughter, brother/sister or any other
combinations can’t benefit so long as they share
the same address.

Celia Steward.

'Handicapped' doubles

Dear Editor
I think we should review the rule which reduces
a high bisquer's handicap to 17 in doubles play.

Doubles is a good introduction for a new
player to the fun of tournament play and can also
be very instructive, and yet we discourage the
high bisquers (who may already be playing off a
handicap lower than their club handicap) by
applying an ‘extra’ handicap.

One of the arguments for this rule is that
a partner's superior tactical knowledge
compensates for the reduction in bisques. This
assumes, firstly that the partner is a better player
and secondly, that tactics is the only difference

between a 16 and a 20 handicap. Many who
coach high bisquers would agree that the major
difference is actually stroke play and not tactics.

I know that there are players whose only
tournament play is doubles and therefore remain
20 handicaps despite improvement, but surely
we can address this problem by reducing their
handicap and not by penalising every true
beginner.

At worst, by changing this rule, we may
allow more new players to be successful in their
first tournament, which surely can only benefit
us all in the long run.

Celia Steward

I see no clips

Dear Editor

How many times have players trudged across
the court to check whether it’s a black or brown
clip on the far hoop? Very hard to tell particularly
if you are looking against the light. So why don’t
we make them a different shape?

If all primary clips had a round top of
approx 25 - 30 mm diameter and all secondary
clips were oblong 15 mm wide by 50 mm long
the problem would be solved. mend Law 2(d) to
be more specific in respect of clips used in C.A.
Tournaments with an implementation date of say
01/01/2000. This would give manufacturers, as
long as we inform them, time to get their act
together and clubs to do a swap around.

Len Hawkins

A question of time

Dear Editor

Near the end of a double banked doubles game,
we gave preference to a player in the other game
who was making a break. One opponent in our
game asked that our clock should be stopped
whilst our play was held up. He said that this
was allowable in the last 15 minutes of the game.

My response was that allowance for
delays due to double banking was already made
by increasing the time for the game from 3 hours
to 3 hours 15 minutes. A very experienced
member of the other game on the lawn, a low
handicapper and referee, agreed with my point.
He was not aware of any provision to stop the
clock during the last fifteen minutes of the game.

When the manager of the tournament
was consulted, he upheld the request by our
opponent that the clock be stopped during the
last fifteen minutes of a game due to double
banking delay.

It appears to me that the ordinary player
in a tournament has a need to know of this
possibility of stopping the clock. In our game it
did not affect the result, but in a closely contested
game it might well have been critical.

In my view simply giving preference to
the other game is already covered by the extra
15 minutes for double banking, but there may
be other occasions when equity requires that the
clock should be stopped. Examples are when a
referee has been called to adjudicate on some
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doubtful point, in which case he authorise
stopping the clock, or when a player in the other
game is lining up a peel, possibly lying on the
lawn in the path of an intended shot.

Perhaps you could prevail upon someone
to write an article for the Gazette on what the
ordinary club player needs to know about timed
games.

Peter Read.

The extra fifteen minutes allowed under standard
time limits for double-banked games is intended
to compensate for possible delays at any stage
of the game. Delay during the last fifteen minutes
is no more important than during any other
fifteen-minute period in its effect on the game: it
merely seems so to the players involved.

Nowadays, in many tournaments all
games are double-banked, and players must
assume that if the manager has set non-standard
time limits, he has done so with appropriate
allowance for delay.

According to Appendix 2 of the Laws,
Guide to Conduct in Double-Banked Games, the
Manager may temporarily suspend play in a
game if the double-banked game on the same
court is within FIVE minutes of its time limit.
However, this power should be used sparingly
and only if both games are approaching their
respective time limits. Otherwise, the situation
can be avoided by players giving preference to
the game about to finish. Players should bear
this in mind and not make unnecessary demands
on theManager.
Bill Lamb

In search of warmer play

Dear Editor

I do miss my croquet and it is only December!
Please, where are the indoor lawns? Do such
facilities exist? What is the opinion of them?
What are the economics of building and running
an all-weather croquet facility?

Are there clubs in those warmer parts of
the world where some of us might go to soften
the effects of our winter? If I knew I could play
in Lanzarote, say, I could choose to go there
rather than to another resort.

What is the experience of other
associates?

Brian Kitching

For details of the possibility of playing on the
indoor carpets see '‘News & Information' page
4. The other questions, I hope, will be answered
by those who can. Ed.
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No. 6 Law 32 part 3

In this, the last Helpful Hints on Law 32
(faults), I consider penalties, definitions and
special circumstances.

32 (c) If you break one of the rules of law
32 your turn ends and all balls are replaced
to their positions before the fault. Any points
made during or after the fault are lost.

Exceptions.

i) In one special circumstance, see Law 32
(a) below, the fault may be waived by the
opponent.

it) If the fault is condoned, see Law 32 (d)
below, there is no penalty.

32 (a) If you break Law 32 in a croquet
stroke AND send either ball off court, law
20 (c), your opponent may choose which
penalty to use.

Example 1

You are taking croquet from brown with
green and intend taking off across the lawn
to white which is on the yard line. You fail
to move or shake brown, Law 32 (15), also
green goes off the court, Law 20 (c¢). Your
opponent declines any penalty under Law
32. Green is replaced on the yard line near
white and your turn ends.

HOWEVER!!! If green hits white, then goes
off, there is no end of turn under Law 20 (c)
so there is no option. Only Law 32 is broken
so green goes back in contact with brown,
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your options carefully.

white is replaced and turn ends.
Example 2

You are taking croquet from white with
green and intend taking off across the lawn
to brown which is on the yard line. You
accidentally hit white with your mallet, Law
32 (13), also green goes off the court, Law
20 (c). Your opponent declines any penalty
under Law 20. Green and white are replaced
to their original positions before your
croquet stroke and your turn ends.

Note. If the original position of green was
inside the yard line area, it is replaced on
the yard line in contact with white.

32 (d) If law 32 is broken and no-one notices
before the next stroke of your turn it is said
to be condoned and there is no penalty.

If you notice but say nothing you are
cheating.

32 (e) (1) A hampered shot is one where
you need to take special care due to the
hoop, a ball or the peg potentially being in
your way. Notice potentially. You may not
intend to hit the offending object but if you
are quite likely to do so, you are probably
hampered. If in doubt, ask a referee. This
'potentially' bit is also important in wiring
decisions, which 1 might deal with another
time.

32 (e) (2) This was covered in Helpful Hints
5 but is repeated here for completeness.
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HELPFUL HINTS No.6

A Series of short tips and ideas for beginners and improvers

Please note that these hints may not always be the best solution, consider

You must not maintain contact between
mallet and ball. This can range from simply
playing your stroke too slowly so that your
ball rolls along ‘pushed’ (or ‘pulled’ if it is
towards you) by your mallet, to a blatant
‘steering” of your ball in a croquet stroke.

Definitions.

I have used a lot of definitions such as 'fault’,
'‘condoned' etc during the last 3 Helpful
Hints. Next time I will look at these and
say just what they mean (or not).

Calling a referee

If you are playing in a tournament or match
and you are about to play any shot which
might cause a fault, always ask your
opponent if he or she wants it watched by a
referee. Note however that even if your
opponent does not want it watched, you
should call a referee yourself if you are
uncertain about the outcome. If you are a
beginner, do not hesitate to ask for a referee
for advice on the law (but not on how to
play the shot!). Do remember what you are
told, however, so that you don’t make a
nuisance of yourself.

Remember that you are entitled to ask for
any shot that your opponent is playing to
be watched, even if they do not ask you first.
If your opponent is an experienced player
and you are not, this does not mean that you
cannot stop him or her, but remember that
most experienced players will know when
to call a referee.
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Notes from the

Secretary.....

or the last two months I have been kept
Fhappy, and very busy, in the office

learning to be the Secretary and trying to
follow the examples of my predecessors
(particularly Brian Macmillan and Tony
Antenen) in the great work that they have done
for the Association over a number of years. In
some ways | am more fortunate than them as |
have the marvellous help of two new part-time
assistants, Shirley Moore and Hazel Sherrington;
already I can see that they are going to be
invaluable not only to me, but to associates and
all others who call in or telephone the office in
the cause of croquet duty. It is our aim that
together with Commercial Agent Brian
Macmillan, between us we shall be able to
answer your every enquiry and respond to
(almost) every croquet need! We all look forward
to getting to know many more members and
enthusiasts over the coming months.

One of my new areas of responsibility
is development and liaison with clubs, so I
eagerly take this opportunity of inviting you to
invite me to visit and meet your members. If this
seems rather forward of me, it is just a symptom
of my eagerness to find out more about the
workings of our affiliated clubs, and to talk to
you about both your successes and any
difficulties you may be encountering. I hope that
a really beneficial exchange of ideas will result
through improved communications and
understanding.

The next major task in the office will be
the dispatch of your 1997 membership packages
- membership cards, handicap cards and other
information for our centenary year, which
officially began in October. I hope you will make
the most of our centenary events to celebrate a
hundred wonderful years of the Association and
the development of our sport.

I certainly want to keep you all in touch
with developments within the office, similarly I
hope you will let us have your comments about
what we offer. It is, after all, your Association
and everything we do should be done with that
in mind.

Paul Campion

CARBON FIBRE
Shafted
Mallets

Mallet Bags

Call Alan Pidcock on
01772 - 743859 or write to:-

Manor House Croquet
1 Barn Croft, Penwortham
Preston PRI OSX
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Qualified Umpires

by Colin Irwin

appears, but the following are my thoughts.

In NZ under their Regulation SA an umpire is allowed to judge ‘matters of fact’. The Laws
differentiate between ‘matters of fact’ and ‘matters of Law’ in that a player can appeal against a
referee’s decision on a matter of Law, but not on a matter of fact. For example, if a referee rules that
you made a double tap and it is the end of your turn, you might have a valid argument that it was in
the making of a roquet and therefore not a fault, so the turn should not end; but you have no argument
that there was only one sound and he can’t hear properly so there was no double tap. You can dispute
the legal basis for the consequence of the double tap, but not the actual fact that the double tap
happened. Other typical matters of fact are wiring decisions, was a roquet made, faults, replacement
of balls off the court etc. This distinction should be clear to players, as it is a fundamental part of
their rights, so it is quite a sound basis for distinction between referees and umpires.

So what Laws does the umpire need to know? Fundamentally it is the practical part of our
referees' exam, but with some additions. I suggest the relevant Laws are:

I said I would think about this topic over the winter and I have. As usual, it is not as easy as it first

Law Comments
4. Outline of the game. Need to understand fundamental definitions.
10. Ball off the court. Rule if ball is on or off the court.
11. Ball in the yard line area.
12. Replacement of a ball off the court Rule on correct replacement of balls.

or in the yard line area.
13. Wiring lift. Test and rule if ball is wired and whether a lift is
conceded.
Has a ball begun to run the hoop or completed the
running,
Did it hit or not?
Did one ball actually hit the other, which of two balls
close together was hit first, is a roquet deemed to
have been made for example after replacement of a
ball off the court?

14. Hoop point.

15. Peg point.
16. Roquet.

17. Hoop and Roquet in the same stroke.

18. Consequences of a roquet.

19. Placing the balls for a croquet stroke.

22. Ball moving between strokes. Has implications for decisions under some laws
above.

24. Interference with a stroke. Principle is as for a wiring due to a hampered swing,

so an umpire could decide.
3L Definition of stroke and striking period.
3% Faults.
An Umpire on Call acts as a referee on Call within the restriction that he adjudicates only on matters
of fact. I suspect that this is rather more involved than may have been thought by the initial proposers.
It might be possible to reduce the scope of these powers, but the problem is that if we move away
from the quite simple distinction between fact and law, we will create confusion as to when an
umpire will suffice, and instead of improving things we may just cause chaos. However, a system
like this does work in New Zealand, so there is precedent. It would be interesting to establish if there
is a sufficient demand for or interest in becoming this type of umpire for Laws Committee to develop
a training course and an examination. Perhaps each club Secretary could put a brief notice on their
board in the club to ask for interested parties at the start of the season and forwrd the list to the CA
office.

I think it's some sort of trap, but I can't figure out how it works.
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All England Handicap Final
Southwick 21 - 22 September 1996
Report & photos by John Bevington

he All England Handicap was

I inaugurated in 1923, and was apparently
referred to in some quarters as the Grand
National. The CA certainly cracked the whip;
the first competition was launched in mid-May
and clubs had to finish their own competitions
by the end of June. 529 players from 48 clubs
entered (fee 2/6d), and area winners received a
silver medal and a sovereign. Ten of the thirteen
area finalists met at Roehampton in early August,
and the first winner was J. P. Hubbard (4.5) from
Sleaford. The All England still attracts the biggest
entry in the calendar and remains the premier
handicap competition, but although it may be
national its standing no longer seems very grand.

There are several reasons for this. Few
players today have the time to play as much as
they would like, and a club's own handicap
championship will often attract more support
than the internal competition for the All England.
Handicap play also appears to have an
increasingly limited appeal to more advanced
players. John Solomon alluded to this when
presenting the trophy after this year's final, and
made the point that although a good player might
find the handicap game dull and unrewarding it
still represented a worthy challenge (he once
reached the All England final playing off -4). It
also offers weaker players the opportunity to
learn from much better ones. About ten years
ago, as a nervous beginner, I played Colin Irwin
and Phil Cordingley in handicap tournaments at
Wrest Park. Like the best of the BBC it was
informative, educational and entertaining, even
in defeat.

The All England also receives scant
attention in the pages of the Gazette, which was
one of the themes of the January 1996 editorial.
The record of the 1995 final was typical: a rather
fuzzy photo and a skimpy report, appearing in
separate issues. Invitation events and
championships, on the other hand, invariably
have extensive reports with full results, often
with photographs. The reasons for this disparity
are obvious. At advanced rules events all the
players and management are usually known to
each other, the venue will be familiar, and the
importance of the results and the need for a report
(usually written by one of the participants) is
understood. At the All England final the complete
opposite is more likely to be true, and I would
suggest that in future the club hosting the final
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John Solomon, CA President, presents 1996 All England Handicap Champion
Lisa Jones of Bristol with the winner's trophy.

should also be responsible for providing a full
illustrated report. This would be of interest to all
handicap players and is no more than the
competition deserves.

There are some well-known current
players amongst past All England winners,
including Michael Heap when -2 and Nigel
Aspinall off -4 (in case anyone thinks they are
slipping it should be remembered that handicaps
were raised by two bisques in 1974). The record
of the last ten years reveals an early success for
David Goacher, particularly impressive when
playing off 0.5, and wins for brothers David and
Richard White in successive years:

1986 R. England (10) 1991 C. Wood (9)
1987 D. Goacher (0.5) 1992 S. Harbron (14)
1988 R. Southgate (5) 1993 P. MacGowan (6)
1989 D. White (10) 1994 P. Matthews (16)
1990 R. White (10) 1995 I. Lines (8)

For a long time the winner had only
memories to take away, but in 1951 Robert
Tingey donated a trophy he had won at an event
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of croquet in
Australia. Those who have seen it will know that
it could never be described as a thing of beauty,
and in 1995 the CA replaced it with the Trevor
Williams Cup, which is old, silver and worthy
of star billing on any mantelpiece.

The 1996 All England attracted 357
entries from 35 clubs. After the preliminary
stages there were six area finals, held on the last
weekend in August, and three weeks later the
winners arrived at Southwick for the national
final. Martin Gay (6) from Woking won the
Surbiton area final. He and his father were
introduced to the game at a summer school at

Ardingly in 1991. Martin played in the Junior
Championship at Bowdon three years ago, and
was hoping to emulate the achievement of his
club secretary Peter MacGowan who won in
1993, Johnathon Simon (3) is a member of the
Blewbury club, between Oxford and Newbury,
and won the area final at Harrow. He has been
playing for ten years, with a two-year break, and
was part of the winning team in the 1989
National Schools Championship. Barney Lewis
(11) from Tunbridge Wells, has been playing for
four years and admits to a dread of long roquets.
He won the Southwick area final, his most
memorable moment of which, apart from
winning his bronze award, was losing to a 16.

John Bevington (5), playing since 1986,
won the Wrest Park area final on home ground.
His best and worst ever croquet moments
occurred in the same game: in the concluding
doubles of the 1990 Longman Cup final he got
to 4 back in the third turn, made 4-back and
penultimate in the fifth and was peeled through
rover and pegged out in the eighth. The game
and match were lost. Robert Essler (8) made the
long journey south after winning the area final
at his home club, Pendle. Robert started playing
at Cambridge University in 1972, but stopped
after graduation and took up the game again
seven years ago on his return from working
abroad. Lisa Jones (9) from Bristol, winner of
their own area final, has been playing for six
years. She dislikes playing in the rain and gets
anxious when pegging out and doing long take-
offs to boundary balls. With hindsight I would
have been well advised to have elicited this last
piece of information before our game.

The final was arranged as a single
American block, with three games on Saturday
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and two on Sunday, with three-hour time limits
and no double-banking. As the handicaps varied
from 3.5 to 11 the full bisque base 12 regulation
was not required. The weather was windy and
cool, but the sun shone intermittently and the
rain held off on both days. Brian Teague

explained the time limits, bags, balls and bisques &
were collected, coins were tossed and play &
commenced. Brian was deputising as manager |
for Bill Arliss, who was in turn deputising for |

Chris Williams. Chris was out of the country,
and Bill had the best of excuses for a temporary

absence as he was at that very moment in the |

process of winning the lonides Cup at Compton's
South of England Week.

In the first game to finish Lisa Jones beat [

John Bevington +24. It was a quick death, but it
should have been +26. After two immaculate
turns, finishing with a rover peel, Lisa played a
croquet stroke to get a rush on yellow to the peg,
but the croqueted ball came to rest just behind
her own ball leaving her with a hampered stroke
which missed. John's reply got as far as hoop 3,
where a tentative roquet on the pioneer was
followed by an over-enthusiastic backward take-
off and disaster. On lawn 2 Robert Essler beat
Martin Gay +21, and on the faster lawn 4 Barney
Lewis held off Johnathon Simon to win +10.
After lunch, and a visit from CA
Secretary Tony Antenen and Syd Jones
(immediately pressed into service as a referee),
Lisa had a rather closer win against Barney by 6
in a game that, according to the observers,
Barney ought to have won. Robert also
maintained his form by beating Johnathon +17,
and John recovered some of his composure with
a+10 win against Martin, aided by some reliable
hitting-in and Martin's propensity to attempt
hoops from rather further away than was
advisable. During the short tea break Brian could
be seen checking hoops, which were
commendably firm and tight enough to punish
loose approaches. The lawns themselves were
in wonderful condition considering the lateness
of the season, being smooth and true, but corner
pegs would have been appreciated. The view

Johnathan Simon in play at Southwick

e

All England Finalists 1996. Back L to R:
Johnathan Simon, Barney Lewis, John
Bevington. Front L to R: Robert Essler, Lisa
Jones, Martin Gray.

from the middle of the lawn sometimes ends in
a false horizon, so without the pegs the final
resting place of a ball aimed just outside the
corner can be open to doubt. As everyone was
playing positively cornering was relatively rare,
but several corner cannons were played, varying
by degree in alignment and success,

The third round started a little late and it
became clear that if any games went to time
pegging down might be necessary. Not for
Barney Lewis, who beat Martin Gay +26 and in
the process gained his silver medal to go with a
bronze won at the area final a fortnight before.
There may be triples ahead . . . John Bevington
was well in front against Robert Essler when an
attempt at peeling yellow through 4-back landed
on the wire. In attempting to put red (also for 4-
back) just through to leave a single ball target
the ball stuck in the hoop, wired from yellow.
Robert shot with black from the middle of the
lawn but missed. whereupon John played red
gently back through the hoop. Robert then shot
with blue (for hoop 2) at black and missed, but
took his last bisque, managed to roquet yellow
away from the wire and after approaching the
hoop from a distance caught up with a good
break. Both this game and that between Lisa
Jones and Johnathon Simon were pegged down.

On Sunday morning John and Robert
played the remaining 15 minutes of their game.
Robert was carrying two injuries: a cut finger
sustained the previous evening and indigestion
caused by having to rush his breakfast in order
to make the earlier starting time. Nevertheless
he managed to win by 4 on time after two failed
attempts to run rover denied him the chance of
pegging out. Johnathon's delayed arrival meant
that the finish of his pegged-down game against
Lisa, which was at a critical stage, had to be
postponed until after the next round. This saw
the two favourites, Lisa and Robert, playing each
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other in what was likely to be the crucial game,
since Robert had three wins and Lisa would also
have three if she won the pegged-down game.
Lisa eventually won 45 on time in what, from
occasional glances, looked like a war of attrition
with the balls encamped like opposing armies

. on opposite sides of the lawn. While these games

were in progress the sight and sound of two
maroons signalled the launching of the local
lifeboat. Martin might have wished it was
coming to his aid as he went down for the fourth
time, on this occasion to Johnathon by 9. In the
other game John Bevington went round from
hoop 3 to snatch victory from Barney Lewis +3.
After lunch the pegged-down game was decided
in Johnathon's favour by +5 on time, so going
into the last round Lisa and Robert had three wins
each, Martin none and the rest two.

Lisa then got both hands firmly on the
cup by demolishing Martin +24. Although

|l Robert beat Barney +14 on time his loss against

Lisa proved decisive. In the other game John took
advantage of the receipt of one and a half bisques
from Johnathon to take a break to penultimate,
and kept control to win +14, a performance
marred by missing two short shots when under
the critical gaze of John Solomon who was
watching from the shelter of the hut adjoining
lawn 5. And s0 to tea and the prize giving, where
John Solomon presented Lisa with the Trevor
Williams Cup and the New Zealand Tray, and
we all applauded a very worthy winner. If you
are drawn to play Lisa next season and she has a
bisque or two, do not be tempted to end your
turn with an attacking leave too early in the game.
You may be ready for lunch long before it is
ready for you.

Participants are not always best placed
to comment objectively on the standard of play,
but there were plenty of good things to see: many
long breaks, intelligent bisque management,
consistent hitting in, some wired leaves and the
odd peel. These outweighed the unforced errors,
such as the missed three-yarder, the timid take-
off and the misjudged split half roll that leaves
the rush pointing in the wrong direction. And,
yes, we probably all tried a hoop too far and took
a tactical decision we later regretted, but even
minus players have been known to do such things
once in a while.

Finally, with many thanks to Brian, Bill,
Chris and everyone at Southwick for looking
after us all so well, and also to Alan Oldham for
supplying historical information, a plea for as
many of you as possible to enter the All England
Handicap in 1997, in what will be the Croquet
Association's centenary year. Anyone is eligible
- you do not have to be an Associate nor even a
member of a registered club (something clubs
themselves might consider publicising locally).
The handicapping system theoretically gives
everyone an equal chance, and it only costs £2
to enter.

It could, just possibly, be you.
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