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Chairman’s Column 

  

A}. it's goodbye from me. As I 
stand down from chairing 

Council, a time perhaps to look at 
some of the more significant changes 
over the last few years. 

Moving the office from 
Hurlingham was accomplished with- 
out too much stress. I wish | could say 
the same about Council’s decision- 
making process prior to the move. But 
we were all encouraged by the wel- 
come that Cheltenham members gave 
our staff and I am pleased that we 
have settled into the Cotswolds so 
well. 

Council has now bedded down asa 
policy-making body and_ our 
Management Committee is quite right- 
ly reluctant to interfere with the deci- 
sions taken by all the other committees 
that report to it. | am always pleased 
when someone at a Management 

meeting says, “For goodness sake, 
why are we discussing this? We have 
delegated the authority to solve the 
problem so let them get on with it”. Of 
course we must rely very much on the 
chairmen of our committees having 
sufficient time for our affairs and the 
right leadership qualities. For the most 
part we have been very fortunate in 
these respects. 

There has been another culture 
change for the CA: much more empha- 
sis on marketing and development to 
help our member clubs. Our finances 
are in good order thanks lately to the 
President’s Appeal and the contribu- 
tion made by Internet sales from the 
CA Shop, which is increasing. As a 

matter of policy we are now accepting 
that the CA will reduce its reserves 

- 
  

and provide funds to help clubs that 
put up a good case. During my time as 

chairman we have made, and are com- 

mitted to make, grants and loans to 
our clubs that total over £40,000. This 
is a very significant change indeed for 
the CA. 

Undoubtedly the recent impor- 
tance of the golf croquet game in 
recruiting and retaining new members 

in clubs cannot be over-emphasised. | 
know this sometimes creates strains 
and stresses in club committees but 
surely it’s better to be coping with 
these instead of worrying how to keep 
your club afloat with a low member- 
ship? 

We are still struggling to increase 
the CA’s membership. But we now 
have a clear policy of offering more 
benefits to individuals and to clubs. 
With the help of the Federations and 
our existing members we must now 
sell these advantages to those outside 
the fold. 

Members tell me at tournaments 
and social occasions that they detect a 
new professionalism in the ways the 
CA does its business. This is good to 
hear because I have tried hard to 
encourage people with expertise, but 
sometimes no time to join Council, to 

help us. Their work is much valued 
and I hope they get satisfaction from it 
- to the extent that they will carry on. 

Clubs have welcomed the introduc- 
tion of awarding CA Diplomas. It is 
one sign that the Council is well aware 
of the importance of keeping in touch 
with its grass roots, something | am 
sure future Council policies will con- 
tinue to recognize. 

My thanks to everyone who made 
my two years in the chair so bearable - 
even enjoyable. In particular to Ian 
Vincent and all our other committee 
chairmen, to Vice President Alan 
Oldham and Treasurer Roger Bray 
who both gave me wise counsel, and 

to Nigel Graves - our dedicated 
Secretary - who coped astonishingly 
well with having me as chairman. 

Goodbye. 

Quiller   

Editorial 

eaders of the letters pages in the 
daily broadsheets will be aware 

of croquet’s current feud with former 
cricket supremo Lord MacLaurin (see 
page 14 of this edition). 

The claim that croquet is “the sum- 
mer game that was” surely requires 
some justification. We Associates 
tend to be a bit sniffy towards garden 
croquet players, and we might not 
like the form of the game they play, 
but let’s count them anyway for pure- 
ly illustrative purposes. 

The last estimate I heard about 
garden players was around ten years 
ago. If you know how many croquet 
sets are sold by John Lewis each year, 
you can make a pretty good guess of 
the number of recreational croquet 
players. I may be wrong, but the fig- 

ure at the back of my mind is some- 
thing like 500,000. I don’t know how 

this compares with garden cricket 
players, but, put it like this, I’ve never 

met any. 

Right. Now let’s add on everyone 
under the CA’s umbrella. There are 
around 4,000 club players dotted 
around the Croquet Association's 
realm. I imagine that’s less than those 
amateurs playing cricket on an organ- 
ised basis, but let’s look at the top end 
- those of us who play tournaments 
regularly as CA Associates. That fig- 
ure is round about 1,250. 

Look at the number of top level 
(i.e. | professional) cricketers in 
England. There are around about 450 
of them. I believe this figure corre- 
sponds approximately to the number 
of croquet players in the advanced 
level rankings, thought of course we 

remain unsalaried. 
You probably need no more proof 

that croquet is a more popular game. 

If not, just ask yourself how many 
world-beating English cricketers there 
are, then look at UK names in the 
world croquet rankings. Enough said. 

Purely coincidentally, Lord 
MacLaurin’s former headmaster was 
Dudley Hamilton-Miller, captain of 

England's 1950 Test Team for croquet. 
Were his Radio 4 comments really 
informed, or I wonder just a reflection 
of his unhappy schooldays?



   
  

Campaign code | CROQO3 

Alan and 

Margaret’s story 

My daughter asked me the other day 

Dad, what did you do when 

you wanted to put some money 

aside for the future ? 

to which | replied 

When I was about your 

age, | put some money into 

an investment - a unit trust. 

I invested a little every month 

and I didn’t even miss it. 

Now that I’m coming up to retirement, I’m happy that 

I’ve got extra money set aside. After all, you never know 

when you might need it. 

For every investment made with Lincoln by 31 December 2003 you will 

benefit from a 50% discount on all initial charges. 

0800 282 621 
www.lutm.co.uk 

Lincoln Unit 
Unit prices can fluctuate and are not guaranteed. Any advice offered will 

relate only to the products of the Lincoln Marketing Group. ‘Trust Managers 
A member of Lincoin Financial Group 

L2280 - 2/03
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Letters 

A badge of office 

n my limited experience as a referee 

| ime and a half seasons) there have 
been occasions, particularly when 
dealing with inexperienced players, 
when a Referees’ Badge would have 
been useful in establishing one’s pres- 
ence as a referee and one’s authority in 
that position without having to resort 
to some pompous statement announc- 

ing one’s qualifications. This might be 
more appropriate here in Cornwall 
where we have, as yet, no club courts 
and often play on private lawns with 
novice players, not members of the CA 

nor even our club. 
A referee has no certificate, no 

proof of position apart from his own 
word. | have, as a result, not under- 

stood why such a badge has never 
been distributed. Those who see no 
need and so do not wish to wear it 
need be under no obligation to do so 
but this does not mean that it would 
not be useful for others. 

Tony Backhouse 
St Austell 
Chairman, Cornwall Croquet Club. 
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An early ‘Croquet’ set 

an anyone suggest who manufac- 
tured the following ‘Croquet-like’ 

set acquired by a friend in North 
Yorkshire, and its approximate date? 
It appears to be a Croquet variant 
using equipment intermediate in size 

between child and adult. He is pre- 
pared to sell if any collector is interest- 
ed. 

Long box (damaged) in pine with 
no maker’s name visible. 

8 mallets (35.5 ins. long) with 
round boxwood heads (5.5 x 2.125 
ins.), the shafts marked, respectively, 

with 1, 2,3, and 4 coloured rings in red 

and blue. 
8 boxwood balls in good condition 

and marked with red and blue 
coloured rings (as the mallets). The 
diameters are 3.26 ins. 

2 pegs (24 x 1.375 ins.) each identi- 
cally marked with sections numbered 
1,1, 2, 2,3, 3, 4, and 4 alternately in red 

and blue. 
There are no hoops, and possibly it 

was a game not requiring them. 

Eric Solomon 

London 

Aunt Emma - no thanks! 

have been reading a splendid little 
book by Patrick Cotter entitled 

Tackle Croquet This Way. 

Cotter states that “Whatever hap- 
pens don’t become an Aunt Emma 
player ... Rather than play like this, be 
content to lose game after game in an 
honest endeavour to make a break. 
Your reward will come, for you will 
eventually become a croquet player 
enjoying the rights of man to express 

intelligence, while the Aunt Emma 

player will still be wallowing in chaos 
... Always play the right shot, even if it 
is difficult - your object is, or should 

be, to become a good player, not 

record a few ‘victories’ by pawky or 
unenterprising play... 

Encouraging beginners and high- 
bisquers to play Aunt Emma invari- 
ably means that many will continue to   

play this way when they enter tourna- 
ments, turning matches into 3 hours of 
dreary monotony and boredom, plus a 
reputation on the tournament circuit. 

Audrey Howell 
Budleigh Salterton. 

This is one of a couple of comments I've 
received on Michael Hague’s coaching 
article in the last edition. I feel the prob- 
lem is merely one of phraseology. Aunt 
Emma's tactic of splitting the opponent 
and joining up can be seen as destructive. 
Handled correctly, there's nothing wrong 
with defensive play when it’s called for. It 
is a matter for individual coaches how they 
use their terminology, and I hope 

Michael's article made it clear that he's an 
advocate of the ‘new’ Aunt Emma school 
rather than a dreary traditionalist, - Ed. 

Come to North Carolina 

y name is Danny Huneycutt, 
President of the North Carolina 

District of the USCA. North Carolina 

is the resident state for several of the 

top Association Laws croquet players 
in North America and some of the 

finest venues in the USA. We have 

organized an Association Laws train- 
ing and development platform for our 
players and we are in the process of 
scheduling hosted events for 2004 and 

2005 with countries that have a devel- 

oped croquet program. 
The events will include singles and 

doubles matches and would be sanc- 

tioned. When an event is scheduled 

we will make every effort to find no 

cost or low cost housing and local 
transportation for our visitors. A min- 

imum of four with a maximum of ten 

players from the visiting country are 
required. 

Currently our stable of NC resi- 

dents committed to this endeavor 

includes some of the top players in 
North America such as Jeff Soo, Paul 

Scott, Bob Cherry, Mack Penwell, Ed 

Roberts, Andy Short and Gene Young. 
We also have commitments from most 

of our top venues, Pinehurst (4 courts), 
Linville (4/5 courts), Etowah (3 courts) 
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and Chatooga Club (2 courts). 
Please contact me by email to dis- 

cuss any further details and to sched- 
ule an event. 

Danny Huneycutt 
Lexington, NC 

email: /imey1322@aol.com 

Wrist relief 

M: left wrist began to ache two 
years ago, due, I thought, to it 

being jarred during a practice golf ses- 
sion on mats. | play little golf nowa- 
days and much more croquet, using 
the Irish grip. The ache became more 
troublesome earlier in the year, so I 
decided to reduce the stress on the 
wrist by angling the top of the croquet 
shaft held by the left hand. With this 
adaptation, the wrist is not bent back 
nearly as much, particularly when 
swinging the mallet back between the 
legs. The right wrist, being lower 
down the shaft is not subject to the 
same extreme flexion. 

This seems to have cured the prob- 
lem with my left wrist and produced 
an unexpected bonus. When making 
‘roll up’ shots, | turn the angled top of 

the shaft away from the body and 
don’t poke myself in the chest any 
more! 

Clifford Walker 

Sidmouth   

  

Clifford Walker's original mallet (left) was 
altered with a block of hardwood fixed at an 
angle to the carbon fibre shaft. The finished 
result is shown in the middle. The third 
example is in use in the USA.       

There are several such instances of adjust- 
ed mallets. Around 1900, a ‘scythe’ mallet 
was produced, with two handles attached 
at right angles to the shaft. There seems to 
have been little to commend this design, 
and it disappeared front use. More recent- 
ly, L have seen a couple of players - David 
Appleton from Tyneside, and former US 
International Erv Petersen - with a double 
bend in the shaft. Fer players with little 
wrist movement, this permits rolls and 

stop-shots to be played without joint 
strain, Just by rotating the mallet and 
gripping a different part of the shaft. - Ed. 

Eddie Hunt 

he statement you have added to 

the obituary of Eddie Hunt in the 
July 2003 issue of the Gazette is incor- 
rect. 

There are a number of associates 

whose membership is around 50 years 
or even more: there have been others 
in the past whose membership has 
been longer and the longest member- 
ship of which Iam aware was that of 
Major “Freddie” Stone who joined in 
1911, won his silver medal at the age of 
13+ and continued his membership, 

with a short break from 1922 to 1932 
while he was an army officer serving 
overseas, until his death in 1997. The 
Associate with the longest member- 
ship at present living is, I think, G F 
Rothwell, brother of R F Rothwell 

(Secretary of the Croquet Association 
1976-1983) who joined in 1938, 

Alan Oldham 
High Wycombe 

Apologies from me to all concerned - I 

appear to have been misinformed. - Ed. 

  
  

Hansard House Hotel 

Budleigh Salterton 

Devon 
01395 442773 

Beautifully Appointed 

En-Suite Rooms 

Croquet Players Welcome     www.hansardhousehotel.co.uk 
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LOOKING FOR A NEW MALLET TO IMPROVE 

YOUR HANDICAP? 

ee 

== 

Telephone: 01359 270200   

CHOOSE AN MCP MALLET from a wide 
range of sizes and weights, fitted with a 

{ 4 traditional wooden shaft or the increasing- 
rie » » ly popular lightweight carbon fibre tube 

with its amazing strength & torsional 
rigidity. A range of grips and quality mallet bags are 
also available. Alterations and repairs undertaken to 
any mallet, please ring for a quotation. 

Contact Mike Percival, The Laurels, Heath Road, 

Hessett, Bury St. Edmunds, IP30 9BJ 

Mobile: 07780 677943 
Web: www.croquetmallets.co.uk 

Email: mike @croquetmallets.co.uk       

The John Hobbs Mallet 

The mallet that adjusts to your grip. 

You set the handle to whatever angle best suits 
your style of grip and swing. 

Optional curved bottom to 12” heads 
Easily dismantled for airline travel 

Light aluminium shaft, nylon shock absorber, 
variable weight heads - see web site: 
http:/ /members.aol.com/ Hobbsmall 

John Hobbs, Kingsbury, Argos Hill, Rotherfield, 

E Sussex. TN6 3QH Tel & Fax: 01892 852072 

Email: Hobbsmall@aol.com    
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ASSOCIATION CROQUET TACTICS 
For Beginners and High Bisquers 

No 2 - The 4 Ball Break (4 BB) 
by Michael Hague 

f beginners have been playing the 
simple Aunt Emma tactics suggest- 

ed in the previous article in this series, 
they will know some of the technical 
terms such as “pioneer”, the use and 

importance of rushes and the rush line, 
what bisques are, a bit about the laws 
and etiquette of the game and of the 
essential need to plan ahead. But we 
must still try to keep things as simple 
as possible and gradually add to their 
knowledge and understanding rather 
than saturate them with everything in 
one go. Once they demonstrate that 
they have reasonable control over the 
more commonly used strokes, they are 
ready to learn the 4 BB, how to set it up 
and how to maintain it. 

A simple way to explain the 4 BB is 
to show on a magnetic board striker’s 
ball (SB) going on a journey around 
the six or twelve hoops in order. The 
journey consists of a number of legs 
i.e. the sections from one hoop to the 
next. Within each section the other 
three balls are used as stepping stones 
but we may only use each of them 
once to get through the next hoop 
whereupon they become live and can 
be used again to get through the fol- 
lowing hoop and so on. If we put SB 
the far side of hoop 1 with another ball 
near it, one ball in the middle near peg 
(pivot) and one just in front of hoop 2 
(pioneer) (see below), SB can start its 
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journey from hoop 1 to hoop 2, by hit- 
ting the first ball (roquet). SB has now 
to be placed in contact with the roquet- 
ed ball and can be hit towards the cen- 
tre near the pivot (croquet). One more 
shot is permitted (continuation stroke) 
which is used to roquet the pivot and 
thereby earning a further two strokes. 
The croquet is used as before to take- 
off to near the pioneer which is then 
roqueted using the continuation 
stroke. The croquet on the pioneer 
allows SB to be placed plumb in front 
of hoop 2 which is then run using the 
continuation shot. All the other three 
balls become live again and can be 
used once more as stepping stones to 

take SB along the next leg of its jour- 
ney to hoop 3. 

How many shots did it take to get 
from hoop 1 to the far side of hoop 2? 
Seven. Yes, seven simple shots to get 
through one hoop - easy-peasey! Any 
problems? Oh yes, there are no con- 
venient stepping stones in place for the 
next section so how do we get from 
hoop 2 to hoop 3? Back to the drawing 
board. Each time we make use of a 
stepping stone, we will have to re- 
position it to a suitable spot to be used 
on the subsequent leg when it becomes 
live again as the next hoop is scored. 

4BB Layout 

H™ to establish a 4 BB is the sub- 
ject of a later article but to play 

one, we will have pre-positioned a 

ball, say Red, about one and a half 

yards in front of hoop 2 as the pioneer 
and Yellow as the pivot near the mid- 

dle, ideally about three yards SW of 

peg (see right). SB is Blue and has a 
croquet on Black four feet in front of 
hoop 1. We are ready to take Blue 
through hoop 1 and, if we choose and 
God willing, all the way round to peg! 

Terminology 

ost are familiar with the mean- 
ing of the word “pioneer” in the 

context of the 4BB, i.e. the ball in posi- 
tion near to the next but one hoop. 
Likewise most use the word “pivot” to 
describe the position of the 4th ball in   

the 4BB near the centre about a third of 
the way towards the next but one hoop 
from the hoop being next run. Less 
familiar is the term “pilot” used to 
describe a pioneer once roqueted, 
which takes SB to, through and away 
from a hoop just as a pilot takes a ship 
into and through a strait and out into 
the open sea, onwards its next port of 

call. 

Hoop 1 to Hoop 2 

wr taking the croquet on Black 
(the pilot) for the hoop approach 

we want to ensure that Black is moved 
to a position five or six feet beyond the 
far side of hoop 1 and slightly to the 
right, to ensure that we have a rush in 

the direction of the Yellow ball in the 
middle (the pivot). Thus we play a 
stop-shot, but SB must end up in front 
of the hoop for an easy and controlled 
running of the hoop. If Black ends up 
not quite where we ideally wanted it, 
we can cope with that. If Blue on the 
other hand is not accurately placed, 

disaster in the form of failure to run 
the hoop is looming! In playing our 
stop shot, all focus therefore must be 
on SB. 

Hoop 1 scored, Blue should now 

have a rush on Black towards Yellow 
and in the direction of hoop 3, where 
we want to position Black as a pioneer 
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Do we therefore rush Black straight to
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hoop 3? Certainly not! We may some- 
times rush a pivot into position for the 
next leg of the journey, as it does not 
matter if it is slightly out of position as 
long as it is somewhere in the middle. 
A pioneer we want as precisely placed 
as possible. So we always use, if we 
possibly can, a croquet shot which is 
much more accurate than a rush, to 

position pioneers. Thus we gently 
rush Black near the Yellow, careful 

that Black does not end up with its 
route to hoop 3 being blocked by the 
peg and/or the Yellow ball when it is 
croqueted to its pioneer position. Why 
bother to rush at all? Well we are cut- 
ting down the distance of an otherwise 
long croquet to hoop 3 and we are 
ensuring a virtually straight drive or 
stop-shot (depending on which we 
prefer to play) free of obstacles to our 
next but one hoop. We can concen- 
trate on the croqueted ball, Black in 
this case, knowing that SB, Blue, will 

drop off close to Yellow. If we get it 
right, we can then rush Yellow to its 
new pivot position about two yards 
NW of peg. We now have a short take- 
off from Yellow to the Red ball and are 
ready to run hoop 2. 

Hoop 2 to Hoop 3 

hen croqueting Red for the hoop 
approach to pilot us through 
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hoop 2, we send it to a different posi- 

tion from that used for Black on hoop 
1. This time Red (the pilot) is going to 
guide us back down the court before it 
is sent to hoop 4. Having run hoop 2, 
our rush shot will be towards pivot 
and in the direction of hoop 4. So the 
pilot on the approach shot to hoop 2 is 
ideally placed about level with and 
just to the right of the hoop being run. 
Once again we use the rush to cut 
down the length of the croquet of Red 
to its pioneer position at hoop 3 with a 
straight drive or stop-shot. SB should 
end up close to pivot, ideally so that it 
can be gently rushed to two yards or 
so NE of the peg, ready for the next leg 
and from where there is a short take- 
off to pioneer at hoop 3. 

Emerging Pattern 

A: we progress in this manner 
along the journey going to a step- 

ping stone, re-positioning it and then 
pressing to another, a pattern begins to 
emerge. Firstly there are no ‘big’ slots 
required; take-offs, straight drives or 

stop-shots, maybe straight half rolls 
over manageable distances are all that 
are required. Long and wide split rolls 
may have to be called upon to set up 
the 4BB or when things go wrong or 
but never during the 4BB if all goes to 
plan. Next one begins to realise that   

for the 4BB the balls are being kept 
within the rectangle formed by the 
four outer hoops 1 to 4. The pivot is 
ideally orbiting around the peg and 
remains the same ball. The position of 
the pilot beyond the hoop after the 
hoop approach needs _ thinking 
through carefully for each hoop if 
trouble-free progress is to be main- 
tained. 

It also becomes apparent that the 
ball which starts as the pioneer at hoop 
1 becomes the pioneer at hoop 3,5 etc 
(the uneven numbers), while the ball 
at hoop 2 will be pioneer at all the even 
numbers. In which case striker can 
have his partner ball with him when 
running 50% of the hoops. The advan- 
tage of this is that more chances with 
hoop running can be taken if partner 
ball is pilot rather than an opponent's 
ball. The latter will have an easy 
roquet to start a turn if striker breaks 
down at the hoop. If partner ball at the 
start of a 4BB is pivot and not one of 
the pioneers, it may be worth replac- 

ing pivot with one of the adversary’s 
balls. This is most easily done any- 
where between hoops 3 and 6 as the 
distances are shorter. Position the 
pilot on the hoop approach so that 
after running the hoop, the pilot can be 
rushed close to the pivot. An easy, 
straight rush can be set up on the pivot 
to send it to become the pioneer on the 

  

            

I used to think that croquet was 
a very gentile game. 
Just knocking coloured balls about 
seemed really rather tame. 

But then one day I tried to play 

and T was most surprised, 
To find there’s much more to this sport 
than I had realised. 

To me a bisque was custard cream 
and rushes something fast 
And pegging out was washing done 
but that’s now in the past. 

And so my time il is well spent 
on many a summer’s day 
When on the croquet lawns at Crake 
this game I try to play. 

Margaret Maliman     
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next but one hoop. From there a short 
take off joins SB up with the pioneer 
waiting on the next hoop. 

Teaching the 4BB 

o now we have the concept and the 
mechanics of the 4BB explained. 

But it is never enough for tactics and 
playing techniques to be merely 
explained. Beginners should practise 
or be made to practise the 4BB over 
and over again both on the magnetic 
board and on the court until the plac- 
ing of the balls becomes automatic. At 
the same time as practising the 
mechanics of the 4BB on the court, the 
accuracy of the placement of the balls 
will tighten up and the beginner will 
start to learn how to make adjustments 
to the pattern of play when a pioneer 
or pivot goes out of position. But more 
of that in a later article in this series. 
Suffice for the moment is to remind 
coaches that in teaching the 4BB and 
indeed any tactics, the coach who does 
the most talking and plays most of the 
shots is usually the least effective. The 
art is to achieve maximum mental and 
physical participation of each and 
every member of the class whether at 
the magnetic board or on the court. 
Get the class to work out the problem 

in a logical sequence and then get the 
pupils to play the shots, using the 

magic foot to adjust misplaced balls to 
the ideal position. Stick to the aim of 
the lesson and do not get diverted to 
correct balls out of position using split 
rolls or to re-teaching a shot that a 
pupil has played badly when the aim 
is to teach the concept and mechanics 
of the 4BB. 

oaches who explain and demon- 
Ca by playing themselves the 
4BB around the court to peg, are not 

focused on their strokes, make mis- 

takes and are often led into playing 
shots which are not part of what they 
are teaching in order to avoid admit- 
ting defeat and having to take a 
bisque! The class trails behind getting 
increasingly frustrated and bored with 
their own inactivity and are certainly 
not exercising their minds and skills. 

10 
  

They are more probably either quietly 
chuckling behind the coach’s back at 
the mistakes or thinking “If the coach 
can’t get it right, I certainly can’t!” 

How to Deal with Unique Tactical 

Situations 

Ee said. We now have to turn 
our minds to creating breaks and 

maintaining them. This may require a 
wider range of shots than for the 4BB 
and certainly more imagination and 
creativity. There may be similarities 
between any two different layouts of 
the four balls and the hoops they are 
due to run but they are rarely exactly 
the same just as in Bridge where the 
likelihood of being dealt the same 
hand twice is many millions to 1! So to 
assist with our thought process in 
addressing each unique tactical situa- 
tion, we must understand the 

Principles on which tactical play is 
based and how to apply them. That 
will be the subject of my next article. 

  

Coach's Tip 

ie follow explanations of tactics 
more easily, a cut-out diagram of 

the croquet court is always useful. 
Space does not allow this to be repro- 
duced in the Gazette, but, for the coach 

who insists on travelling light, a scale 
diagram can be put together in a cou- 
ple of minutes without the need for 
complicated measurement. Follow the 

  

          

  

diagram below, and experiment with 
the method. Remember, the faster this 

can be done, the more impressed your 

students will be. 
Take a sheet of A4, and fold it in 

half and half again lengthways. The 
objective is to make a 5 x 4 grid, so the 

four columns are now measured. The 
lower point of a diagonal fold shows 
where the fourth row is, and establish- 

ing a 4 x 4 grid should be straightfor- 
ward. Fold the remainder of the page 
up and back to measure off a fifth row, 
and tear off and discard the residue 
(for A4 paper this will be a band pre- 
cisely 34.5mm wide). 

The outer hoops are easy to place 
(they come at intersections of folds). If 
you're insisting on accuracy, there are 
another three folds needed for the cen- 
tre hoops and peg, though they should 
be possible to draw on by eye. Award 
a bonus mark if you've a blue and a 
red pen for marking hoop 1 and rover. 

Use Smarties as markers. The 
advantages to coaches are two-fold. 
Firstly the coach gets to eat all the non- 
primary colours. Secondly any stu- 
dent who succeeds in producing a bet- 
ter tactical solution than worked out 
by the coach, can be rewarded by 
being allowed to eat the Smartie. Once 
it has been eaten, the coach may have 
the satisfaction of advising that the 
Smartie has been handled by a number 
of students over the season, and may 

be contaminated and cause food poi- 
soning. It is usually enough to wipe 
the self-satisfied smirk off the face of 
the precocious smarty! 
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South Africa: Croquet’s next superpower? 
Does Soweto have a future world champion in the making? asks James Hawkins 

he years after the end of the 
Second Word War marked a peri- 

od of political change throughout the 
world. In South Africa the 1948 elec- 
tions saw power passing to the 

National Party and its hard-line tradi- 
tional (pro-white, anti-black) values, 
Racial inequality had long been part of 
life in South Africa from the time of its 
colonial past, but the new government 
allowed that to be formalised with the 
birth of apartheid. 

In a divided country, opportunities 
were limited for black South Africans. 
By the 1960s, education had ceased to 

be compulsory (that is to say, it was 
actively denied) for large sections of 
the community. An entire generation 
grew up without schooling. 

These times marked some of the 
lowest points in croquet’s popularity, 
both in South Africa and throughout 
the rest of the world. Rebuilding the 
game happened largely down in the 
south west, in Cape Town and its sur- 

rounding areas. 
At the forefront was Brian 

Bamford, himself a liberal political 
reformer. Although clubs such as his 
at Rondebosch have always abided by 
an open-door policy, the practicalities 
of integration have been difficult to 
achieve. 

The hot dry climate allows the   

playing of croquet throughout the year 
but darkness falls each night at 6pm. 
As a result, and even more so than in 

the UK, croquet has remained a game 
for the retired, with play only occur- 
ring during everyone else’s normal 
working hours. International sanc- 
tions led to economic hardship among 
many South Africans, and those of a 
working age were forced to continue 
working throughout the daylight 
hours. Even now all but four of 
Rondebosch’s 35 members are retired. 

Little more than a decade after the 
dismantlement of apartheid, inter- 

racial problems have yet to flush them- 
selves out of the system. For croquet 
this presents a dilemma. 85% of the 
population are non-white, but few 

among the retirement-age black com- 
munity have the means to take up cro- 
quet. With no black role models in the 
game, it remains a struggle to recruit 

new members. It’s easy to imagine the 
difficulties in maintaining croquet’s 
impetus, 

Since Brian Bamford’s death earlier 
this year, the Presidency of the South 
African Croquet Association has 
passed to Carole Knox, who remains 
upbeat about the future prospects. 
Many of the current members, she 

suggests, are not so young anymore, 
and play is largely social rather than   

  
competitive. 

In croquet’s stronghold of Western 
Cape Province, some limited success 

has been achieved recently (see table, 

below). Fish Hoek has received a loan 

from the Western Province Croquet 
Association to irrigate their two lawns, 

and in six months the change has been 
astounding. Membership has more 
than doubled. Somerset West is 
expanding from three to four lawns, 

and golf croquet has proved a hit in 
recruiting a new batch of strong play- 
ers. And in a country where water is 
scarce, Rondebosch have been putting 
in boreholes to ease the cost of irriga- 
tion. 

The fact that maintenance of this 
sort can continue throughout such 

lean times indicates that the picture is 
  

Playing numbers in South Africa 
(estimates) 

Western Cape 270 * 

Eastern Cape 50 

Natal 50 

Gauteng 20 
* Wester Cape broken down as follows: 

Kelvin Grove 85 2 lawns 
Helderberg Village 401 lawn 
Somerset West 50 364 lawns 

Rondebosch 35 3 lawns 

Fish Hoek 30 2 lawns 
Waterfront 20 2 lawns 
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not as gloomy as some commentators 

would claim. As Carole says, 

“Croquet in Africa is difficult - but we 
do try. We play all the year round, 

which is perhaps the big difference 
between England and us. We would 
soon get very bored with croquet if we 
played four or five times a week for 50 
odd weeks. The game’s continuing, 
slowly perhaps, as in the rest of the 
world.” 

There’s no doubt that the social 
fabric of South Africa is in a period of | 
rapid evolution. Prosperity has come 
for many, whether black or white, 

since the dismantlement of the old 
regime. Croquet survives in the 
Western Cape around Cape Town, 
though only time will tell if SACA suc- 
cessfully broadens its membership to 
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Waterfront 

ohannesburg lies some 1,000 Rondebosch 

miles north east of Cape Town Kev 
i P | Somerset West 

in Gauteng province. | Helderberg Village       Development here, so far from 
headquarters, has always stretched the 
means of the South African Croquet 
Association. All of a sudden, this has 

become one of the country’s main 
growth areas, but it has all come about 

thanks to an unexpected intervention. 
Chris Bennett from Edgbaston has 

spent a great deal of time in Jo’burg, 
and five years ago was invited to set 
up a croquet facility at the city’s 
Country Club. During coaching ses- 
sions, most of the students are middle- 
class, white and retired, but it soon 
became apparent that some staff mem- 

Gina é 

(L to R) Meshack Mazibuko, Chris Bennett & 
Victor Dladla. 

Previous page: Meshack in play at Edgbaston 
Opposite: Victor at Bowdon 
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bers were taking a great interest in 
proceedings, and were invited to join 
in. Over the years, two talented shin- 

ing stars have emerged - Meshack 
Mazibuko and Victor Dladla. 

As many blacks of their age 
(they're both 37), Meshack and Victor 
are virtually uneducated. Meshack 
works as a gardener at the Country 
Club, while Victor has worked there as 

a part-time waiter. Chris Bennett now 
proudly attests to Victor's recent pro- 
motion to Head of Cutlery. Ata venue 
which serves 2,000 meals every day, 
loss (or indeed theft) of teaspoons is a 
major worry for the management. 

Victor's task is to keep the waiters in 
check, and monitor light-fingered cus- 
tomers. 

What sounds like a trivial role to a 
European is a big deal in South Africa. 
Blacks have grown up without job 
security, status or welfare provision. 

Each of these men are married with 
dependents. Meshack has three chil- 
dren back in Kwa-Zulu Natal, but his 
work has led him north to Gauteng. 
Victor lives in Soweto with his social 
worker wife and one son. If their lives   

are typical, which for many of their 
generation they are, it’s easy to see 
why there’s no time to engage in such 
trivialities as croquet. 

As Chris started his coaching, he 
found these two watching what was 
going on, and snatched a few 
moments after the club members had 
gone home. Five years later, their play 
looks formidable. Their readiness to 
learn, their commitment and_ their 
obvious intellect on a croquet lawn 
shows what each of them could have 
achieved elsewhere had _ sufficient 
opportunity been made available to 
them. The problem is that, even in cro- 
quet, opportunity is limited. 

When it comes to access to the facil- 
ities, paying members have a higher 
priority than members of staff. Sunset 
is at 6pm, and virtually every day 
Meshack can be seen at 5.30, waiting 

behind a hedge ready for his daily 
practice as soon as the last of the pub- 
lic have stepped off the lawn. Chris 
will come along and instruct him in, 

say, wiring. Meshack will practise and 
practise, and Chris will return a few 

days later to find a beaming Meshack
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having placed all balls millimetre-per- 
fect in wired positions. And so the 
insatiable learning goes on. 

When it comes to competitive play, 
there are severe problems to over- 
come. Both are now streets ahead of 
any of the club members, but there are 
few other quality opponents this side 
of Cape Town. The tournament scene 

is hardly thriving compared with 
England. There are three provincial 
championships, one national and three 
invitation events. Most of these hap- 
pen in the Western Cape. Even if 
money for transport could be found, 

the cost of living is so different 
between provincial Johannesburg and 
the commercial centre of Cape Town, 
that participation is beyond the pock- 
ets of many. What's more, finding the 

money to keep their families during an 
additional holiday makes travel to 
tournaments a no-go for Mazibuko 
and Dladla. 

South Africa shares a problem with 
other croquet nations with a much 
larger, but just as scattered, popula- 
tion, such as Australia and the USA. 

The efficiency of ranking systems is 
difficult to verify when geography 
prevents top players meeting regular- 
ly. For international selection clearly 
Reg Bamford would be first in the 
pecking order for the SA Team. To 
favour Victor or Meshack above other 
established players is harder for selec- 
tors to justify. Nevertheless, they were 
picked as South African representa- 
tives three years ago at the World Golf 
Croquet Championships in Cairo. 
Chris and his partner, Esther Jones, 
managed to secure a sponsor, and, in 

spite of their inexperience, Meshack 
and Victor were placed 29 and 31 ina 
field of 48. 

In August this year, another foreign 

trip was lined up for them. As a fre- 
quent flyer Esther found herself with 
more free flights than could possibly 
be used, so Chris and Esther arranged 
a grand tour of England for the pair. 
An England vs South Africa match 
was set up at Edgbaston. To show the 
seriousness of both countries’ regard, 

some big guns were brought out for 
the occasion. South Africa mustered   

  
while Bamford and Mark Suter, 

England’s team included Robert 
Fulford with fellow test team players 
Mark Avery and Stephen Mulliner. 

Thanks to a couple of bravura shots 
from Fulford, England won 10 match- 
es to 5, with two matches unfinished. 

On another day, the score might have 
been 8-7 to the home side. Had that 
been the case, Victor's two unfinished 
matches (one game all to each of 
Daniel Mills and Gabrielle Higgins) 
could have swung the event in South 
Africa’s favour. 

On from here the visitors went fora 
full week’s play at Nottingham, and 

then on to another week at Bowdon. 
Their abundant talent is clear, and 
three weeks of constant competitive 
play obviously left its mark. By the 
end of the month, Meshack’s handicap 
had settled at 11/2, and Victor's at 3. 

Right now, Meshack is the stronger 

of the two. He has a textbook style: a 
Irish grip with a smooth style, and a 
confident all-round game. His is a 
measured temperament, and there's 
little doubt that a season’s play on the 
British tournament circuit would see 
him down as far as a minus handicap, 

Victor is less consistent. Hitting 
hard with a Solomon grip, he’s a star-   

tlingly accurate shot. He seems never 
to aim, but hits many more long shots 

than one would want from an oppo- 
nent. His weakness is short roquets - 
he misses rushes and occasionally fails 
the sort of hoops he oughtn’t to. Still, 
remember this is only their first month 
of proper competitive play amongst 
varied opposition. 

Chris Bennett's main worry for the 
August tour was how they would 
adapt to the etiquette and customs of 
British croquet. Such concerns were 
unfounded, as they proved popular 
with all opponents. Meshack seems 
more outgoing, partly perhaps 
because his English is better (their first 
language is Zulu). And by their third 
week, the heat had largely fizzled out 
of the August weather, leaving an ill- 

prepared Victor shivering in his water- 
proof jacket. 

Without further sponsorship, it’s 
unlikely that the pair will return to 
England for the foreseeable future. 
The trip depended almost entirely on 
the goodwill of Chris and Esther, and 
on the understanding attitude of their 
employers. The Country Club granted 
them an additional period of leave, 

and ensured that money was sent to 
their families in their absence. It’s real- 
ly a feather in their cap; two black 
sportsmen of international calibre 
bring prestige (and tax breaks) to a 
club which is arguably more of a com- 
mercial than a sporting venture. 

So what happens next? Chris has a 
few more promising black South 
Africans (though only in single figures 
at present) waiting in the wings. 
Younger than Meshack and Victor, 

education was more readily available 
for them. Maybe they'll be ready to go 
out into public and start setting up 
croquet for the new multi-racial mid- 
dle classes around Johannesburg and 
Pretoria. 

Meanwhile, Victor and Meshack 

return to their menial jobs. Perhaps a 
rise in the game’s popularity will pres- 
ent grants to allow them to turn pro 

and develop South African croquet 
full-time. Until then it seems the sta- 
tus of a great croquet nation is tantalis- 
ingly just out of reach. 
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CA Gold Medal awarded to Judy Anderson 

elated congratulations go to Judy 
Anderson, who has been present- 

ed with a CA Gold Medal in recogni- 
tion of her services to croquet by Alan 
Oldham on behalf of the CA. The cere- 
mony was attended by  representa- 
tives from many of the clubs in East 
Anglia. 

Judy has done much for croquet 

through both the CA, the East Anglian 

Croquet Federation (EACF) and her 
clubs - Colworth and Wrest Park. 

A croquet player since 1970, she 

served on the CA Council and its 
Development and Publicity commit- 
tees continuously from 1987 until she 
retired at this year’s AGM. 

In 1982, Lionel Wharrad, the then 

CA Chairman, asked her to start cro- 

quet development in East Anglia. This 
she did, with the help of the Sports 
Council, and has continued being 

responsible for it ever since. She was 
particularly active in getting new cro- 
quet clubs started with husband Tom. 
As a result the number of clubs have 
grown from 9 to now over 25 in the 
region. 

After overseeing the formation of 
the East Anglian Croquet Federation 
(EACF) in 1986, she has gone on to   

serve as its Secretary and 
Development Officer ever since. In 
addition, she produces their ‘Green 
Leaflet’ annually and ‘FACE EAST” 
newsletter twice yearly. 

Judy started the annual East 
Anglian National Trust Short Croquet 
competition in 1986 and has been 
responsible for both arranging and 
managing it every year until about 
three years ago. Subsequently she also 
created the National Trust Golf 
Croquet singles and doubles competi- 
tions. 

In 1987, in conjunction with the CA, 

she organised the world first indoor 
croquet tournament at Clacton. Two 
years later she set up and then, for a 
number of years, managed the EACF 
indoer tournaments which have been 
held every winter since, mostly at 
Soham. 

A member of both Colworth and 
Wrest Park Croquet Clubs, she has 
been both the secretary at Colworth 
and arranger of the catering for the 
four annual tournaments at Wrest 
Park for some years. 

Despite working full time until last 
year, she has managed to do all this 
and play croquet for club, county, and   

in the Ladies Invitation events. 

Details of many of the EACF activi- 

ties that she has been associated with 

can be found in ‘EACF - THE FIRST 10 

YEARS (1983-1997)’, a booklet she pro- 
duced and published, copies of which 
can be found at clubs in the Eastern 

region and the CA Office. 
She has enjoyed all she has done 

but feels it is about time that she hand- 

ed over her work to others and hopes 
some will come forward to carry on 

these roles. 

Judy would like to associate this 
award with all EACF helpers and 
clubs without whom this would not 

have been possible. 

  

  

Judy (centre), with EACF members and CA 
Vice President Alan Oldham (second from 

right). Husband Tom is pictured front right.     

“There’s no such thing as bad publicity...” 
n 4th September, Lord 
MacLaurin, former head of the 

English Cricket Board, appeared on 
Radio 4's Today programme as chief 
apologist for the state of modern crick- 
et. With a potential fall in sponsorship, 

the report claimed, cricket risks the fate 
of “a lesser game, like croquet.” The 
worst case scenario, MacLaurin con- 

cluded, is that “[cricket] will get rather 
like croquet, and it'll be a summer 

sport that was. And none of us want 
that.” 

Immediately, croquet players were 

up in arms. Front of the queue was 
Rob Edlin-White, the chairman of 

Nottingham Croquet Club, whose irate 
email to the BBC prompted producers 
to offer a return spot the following 
morning. 

By that stage, though, the broad- 

sheets had seized the story. Aside 
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from the pro-croquet news item which 
hastily appeared on the BBC website, 

Nigel Graves was giving interviews for 
the Daily Telegraph and the Independent. 

By the following morning, croquet 
was back on Radio 4. Rob Edlin- 
White’s phone interview was admit- 

tedly pared right down to a single 
soundbite, and Nigel fought bravely 

against some pretty tough (and slight- 
ly derisive) questioning. 

The thing is, no matter how much 

we protest otherwise, broadcasters will 
continue to assume that the game con- 

forms to their stereotypical image. So 
the glowing report on BBC Online was 

accompanied by photos of two ancient 
players, captioned with cheap gags, 
and Nigel Graves was forced constant- 

ly on the back foot on the radio. Even 
so, the Telegraph, ever the defender of 

our game, set aside half a page about   

Robert Fulford in its news section, with 

a staunch editorial about defending 
our proud tradition from commercial- 
ism. All in all, few people could really 
complain about the hand we were 
dealt by MacLaurin’s remark. 

Alas, this sort of coverage doesn’t 
come along every day. With the forth- 
coming test series in Florida just weeks 

away, perhaps we now have sufficient 
impetus to interest the press in the pre- 

mier event for - let's face it - one of the 
few sports in which Britain can put out 
a stronger side than anyone else. 

By chance, the evening of our Today 
appearance saw the BBC’s Gardener's 
World featuring Blewbury Croquet 
Club at some length. If and when the 
journalists’ stance becomes as matter- 
of-fact as this, the public should pay lit- 

tle heed to remarks such as those of 
Lord MacLaurin.
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The Dream of Wood 
As John Jaques brought Croquet to England, one Normandy family developed the game in France. 

FE: more than a century, the Jorelle 
establishments at Bézu Saint-Eloi 

near Gisors in the Eure have made 
games in wood. Five generations have 
perpetuated an ancestral know-how. 
The ‘frog game’, croquet and dolls’ 
prams... the toys take life in a cloud of 
sawdust and wood-shavings, amid the 
noise of machines, sometimes as old as 

the walls. 
Jean-Francois Jorelle is the great, 

  

great grandson of the founder of the 
La 

  

Jean-Francois Jorelle among his fine creations. 

On the left, a ‘frog game’. In the middle, some 
croquet balls. On the right, the limited edition     croquet set in precious woods. 
  

Jorelle establishments. The family 
spirit is a reality: the wood turner 
waits for us with his two children and 
his father on the doorstep. 
Conviviality is queen. Everyone 

laughs; they greet us; they slap us on 

the shoulder. The Jorelles are the 

quintessence of simple, authentic 
things. Around us, old models of the 
‘frog game’ and of croquet sets occupy 
the lean-to, as well as old posters dat- 
ing from the 19th century. Jean- 
Claude, the father of Jean-Francois, 

tells us the history of these walls. 
“In the past, about fifty people 

were working in these red-brick build- 
ings,” he testified, “for our ‘merchants 

of dreams’ are historical.” 
In the middle of the 19th century, 

with the works of the Comtesse de 
Ségur and of Jules Verne, France began 
to awaken to the wonders of child- 
hood, while across the Channel, the 

first rules of the game of croquet were 
published. 

The toy market was nearly non- 
existent, but was crying out to for its 
rapid expansion. In 1864, Monsieur 

Foin, a young journeyman turner, set 

up in Neaules-Saint-Martin, not far 

from Gisors. He joined with Alfred 

Jorelle. Our two entrepreneurs decid- 
ed to make wooden games, such as 
croquet, skittles and billiards. They 

also took the liberty of adding to and 
creating some new games. In this way, 
the already popular ‘barrels game’ 
became the ‘frog game’. 

The business was on its way, and 

the men themselves transported their 
products to Paris. For this, they used 

the most rudimentary means of trans- 
port: Shanks’s pony. 

The geographical situation was a 
extra asset for ‘Foin et Alfred’, which 
had, thanks to its closeness, rapid 

access to the capital. Very quickly, 
they sold their games to the most pres- 
tigious Parisian department stores: the 
Bonheur des Dames (the Bon Marché) 
and the Nain Bleu, 

The enterprise grew. It comprised 
over a hundred employees. But the 
economic crisis of 1929 obliged Robert 
Jorelle, the then managing director, to 

leave Neaules-Saint-Martin to settle in 
Bézu Saint-Eloi. Bassinets (prams), 
designed for children and skittles are 
stacked along the wall of the work- 
shop, waiting to be hand-painted. 

“Sometimes | have the desire to 
make beautiful things,” says Jean- 
Francois, showing us a sumptuous 
limited edition croquet set, in rose- 
wood and other precious Latin- 
American woods. 

Jean-Francois has been employed 
here for 33 years. He greets us in a 

trade fair exhibitor. Conscious that 

Asiatic production has become a paral- 
lel market to the Jorelle enterprise, he 

has decided to pursue the export mar- 
ket. He is also on the point of creating 

a new game for which the rules are 

still under consideration. 

The Internet is also a future outlet 

for his business, through which he will 

promote exports. The present vogue 
for authentic hand crafts can only 
delight the Jorelles. 
Fans of good, old, wooden games can 

reassure themselves, the revival is on 
  

  

Croquet sets and other wooden games in 
the Jorelle workshops.       

  

Croquet in Rosewood 
and other Latin- 
American woods. This 
croquet set costs 

around 4,500 euros. 

  

        cloud of dust. He saws, he planes, he 

cuts again. Outside, the wood dries, 

some beech, some hornbeam. The 

smell of wood come from the forest 

round about. 

In order to develop the activity, 
‘Jeff’ as everybody calls him, is tireless: 
turner of wood, from the Boule school, 

then from the suburb Saint-Antoine, 

he is also a seller, prospector, and   
the way. A sixth generation of Jorelles 
is being prepared. 

* The ‘frog game’ was once a favourite of 
the Greeks. Under the name of ‘break-pot’ 
it was originally a game played with the 
aid of amphorae [double-handled urns], 

with flat stones serving as pucks. The 
Romans, who loved games of skill, took it 

to Italy. Through their conquests, this 
game invaded all of Europe. Cider barrels, 

pierced with holes, replaced the amphorae, 
and the game became more sophisticated, 

with a dog's, a lion’s, or a frog's head as a 

mouth in the middle of a sort of bench. The 
amphibian, green with a red mouth is pre- 
ferred. 

(Translated from an article in Pays de 

Normandie by Roy Wallis.) 

15



  

The Croquet Gazette Issue 287 - September 2003 
  

Cover Story: Croquet in Chew Magna 1912 

he coloured picture is taken from 
the drawing book of my wife's 

aunt, Dorothy Tripp (1901-1992). She 
drew it from memory on 14 June 1912 
and was awarded 10 marks out of 15, 

presumably by the governess whom 
the family shared with the village 
Doctor’s daughter in Chew Magna, 

Somerset. In the picture, the player 
with the golfing stance addressing the 
yellow ball is Dorothy's father, Walter 
Tripp, the woman on the left is her 

mother and the girl is Dorothy herself. 

  

  

The monochrome pictures are from 
photographic plates of such an enter- 
tainment in progress in the Tripps’ 

garden at Harford House at the same 
period. The man in the boater is 
Walter and his wife May is wearing 
the striped blouse. Dorothy is the girl 
in the middle of the family group. 

Dorothy’s drawing skills devel- 
oped and she later received the Full 
School Certificate of the Royal 
Drawing Society. More significantly, 
she read medicine at Bristol, winning   

the Sanders and Lady Haberfield 
Scholarships and Gold Medal in 1927. 
From this relatively privileged back- 
ground, Dorothy gave her life to serv- 
ing others through the Methodist 
Missionary Society in Hyderabad. 
Amongst the stories told of her is one 
concerning the invasion of Hyderabad 
by the Indian Army in 1948. The 
Nizam had refused to submit follow- 
ing Indian independence but capitu- 
lated after six days of bloody fighting, 
to great rejoicing among his mainly 
Hindu subjects. One day Dorothy, 
then medical superintendent of the 
hospital at Karimnagar was having her 
lunch when there was much shouting 
and breaking of glass. A group of 
Hindus had burst in, ransacked the 

dispensary and were climbing the 
walls to hoist the Indian Union flag 
over the hospital. Dorothy, a mere 5ft 
lin tall, went out and persuaded them 
to take down the flag. The hospital, 
she said, was there for all who were 

sick. As croquet is for all who enjoy it, 
one might say. 

Lawrence Whittaker 

  

(£17.50 extra) 

Mallet bags (£25), 

Tel & Fax 

PR1 OSX   

Manor House Mallets 

The originators of carbon fibre shafted mallets now offer 
a comprehensive range: from the ‘Basic’ (£82.50), the 
well established T- series (£130), and the 2000 mallet at 
£150 (ine. head wrap). All have heads of fine hardwood 
with screwed and glued double faces, inlaid sight lines 

and a high quality finish. Sustainably managed timbers. 

Hollow head with brass plate extreme end-weighting 

Revolutionary 2001 model £207.50 
Head wraps (£7.50) 

For details or discussion, contact Alan Pidcock, 

01772 743859 

e-mail pidcock@manorh.u-net.com 

The Manor House, 1 Barn Croft, Penwortham, Preston     

“Essential reading for all galt croquet players! 

A Guide to Golf 

Croquet 
Available from 

The Croquet Association © 
e-mail sales @croquet.org.uk 

CA Shop: 01483 776971 is 

Price rs . 00 each inc. UK postage 

Special rate for 10 copies 
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The Open Championships 
Martin Murray reports from a parched Cheltenham 

Neo as any ageing croquet 
player will tell you, isn’t what it 

used to be, but there was plenty on 
display as players gathered for this 
years Open Championships at 
Cheltenham. 

This was only the second time the 
event had been held here, the reason 
this time being the building works at 
Hurlingham. The entry was no larger, 
nor much smaller, than has been usual 

over the last few years. Surprisingly, 
almost a third of the entrants had also 
played in the 1983 event at 
Cheltenham, a number reappearing 
after a considerable gap. In 1983 the 
lawns had been very fast, with many 
hoops on hills, and only one triple was 
completed during the week. Going 
back even further, to 1968, your corre- 
spondent remembers only getting four 
games in the week (two in the main 
event, one each in doubles and plate, 
no draw and process then!). The first 
day this year, with double banking 
and block play, produced almost as 
many games (about 70) as the whole 
six-day event in 1968. 

The flurry of games in the block 
system (three blocks of nine, one of 

eight) made it impossible to follow 
everything. Surprises were the failure 
to qualify of Kibble, Goacher (a bad 

tournament for Bristol) and 
Cordingley. Several players had the 
unnerving experience of struggling to 
keep a four-ball break together on the 
quickish lawns, while a double-bank- 
ing Reg Bamford or Robert Fulford 
was completing a seemingly effortless 
sextuple on the same surface. The for- 
mat of the qualifying blocks was 
altered, after player consultation, to 
one where all players with a 50% or 
better record proceeded to the best-of- 
three knockout stage. In one block this 
resulted in six of nine players qualify- 
ing, and a total of 24 players qualified. 
As almost inevitable in a block system, 
there were many irrelevant games in 
the later stages, especially since the 
seeding for the knockout stage was 
based on rankings, not on perform- 
ance in qualifying. 

By the time the last sixteen were 
playing, some prominent clashes came   

up. Peter Trimmer, fresh from beating 

Mulliner, Clarke, and Fulford, without 

dropping a game, to win the Men’s 
Championship, came up against an in- 
form James Death who almost com- 

pleted a sixth-turn sextuple in the first 
game after Peter had gone round in the 
third turn, The second game quickly 
went James’s way as well for a notable 
victory achieved with a commendably 
speedy and relaxed style. Another 
surprise was Jonathan Kirby's defeat 
of David Maugham, though one must 
question how much David's concen- 
tration was affected by the responsibil- 
ity of managing such a large event. 
David Harrison-Wood had a real 
opportunity for an even bigger sur- 

prise, being on the second break in the 
third game against Reg Bamford, but 
one error was enough to see the chance 
slip away. 

Wednesday was doubles day, and 
saw all five surviving members of the 
1982 Test team playing, David 
Openshaw playing in doubles (with 
William Prichard) but not in singles. 
Only Stephen Mulliner of those five 
survived the first round, and even his 
form was causing his partner, Reg 
Bamford, some concern. In their next 

match Reg had even more cause for 
concern, as Stephen made very heavy 

weather of a triple after Reg had gone 
to four-back against the new pairing of 
John Gibbons and Brian Wainman. 

When Stephen broke down at three- 
back with two peels done, John took 
the opportunity to go round and peel 
and peg out Reg’s ball. Stephen had 
several opportunities to win the 
pegged out game, but the fast surface 
and oncoming darkness saw repeated 
failures, as well as evidence of tactical 

disagreements between Reg and 
Stephen. As the tension rose and the 
time limit of four hours approached, 
Brian refused a five yard rush to the 
peg, preferring to let his more confi- 
dent partner take the reverse shot and 
peg out one ball, leaving Stephen, now 

for penultimate, to hit a 25 yard shot to 
avoid defeat, as time had been called. 

Claiming (justifiably) that he could 
barely see the target ball, Stephen 
requested that the game be pegged   

down, a request which, though rea- 

sonably granted, disappointed the 
large, inebriated, and bloodthirsty 
crowd who were enjoying a barbecue. 
Next morning the game finished dis- 
appointingly quickly as Stephen 
immediately missed his lift shot, 
despite taking the full five minutes 
practice time. The second game start- 
ed with John making the first break, 

but failing at three-back. Reg had the 
first opportunity, but chose to lay up 
for Stephen, reckoning, fairly enough, 

that he (Reg) had the better chance of 
completing the triple. After one or two 
false starts Stephen did indeed get to 
four back, but Reg’s plans were 
dashed by Brian hitting the long lift 
shot and playing an admirable and 
excellent break to peg, under real pres- 
sure on a lawn getting faster and 
faster. The leave saw Stephen’s ball in 
court between three- and four-back, 

but Reg predictably ignored the force 
and took the short lift-shot into fourth 
corner, thinking (knowing?) that he 
was certain to finish if he hit. But he 
missed, giving John an easy finish for a 
remarkable, but thoroughly deserved 
victory. 

Meanwhile the singles had pro- 
ceeded through the quarter-finals, 
which were played best of five, on 
lawns 1,2,4, and 5. The latter two, in 

particular, were reminiscent of 1983, 

very brown, and playing to 12 sec- 
onds*, probably faster on some of the 
browner patches. Even Reg Bamford, 
on lawn 5, struggled in these condi- 
tions - all thoughts of sextuples were 
quickly dispelled, and triples became 
hazardous. Jonathan Kirby and Mark 
Avery took eight hours over their four 
games on lawn 4, Mark emerging a not 
totally convincing winner 3-1, and 
only Robert Fulford, on an easier lawn 
1, looked comfortable with three 

triples against an outclassed Stephen 
  

* Lawn speed can be measured by the time 
taken for a ball struck dead weight to trav- 
el the length of the lawn. The faster the 
surface, the more gently the ball may be 

struck, and the longer it will take. On a 
typical, medium-paced lawn this might 
take around eight seconds, - Ed 
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Mulliner. The last match saw Chris 
Clarke playing canny defensive cro- 
quet against James Death. His tactics 
worked - James’s shooting, so effective 
against Trimmer, deserting him and 

handing Chris an easy 3-0 victory. 
For the semi-finals, on Saturday, 

lawns 10 and 11, recently relaid, and 
considerably slower than 4 and 5, were 

prepared by having the hoops reset in 
new holes. This made them really 
demanding, and all four players 
quickly found just what that meant. 
While Robert Fulford adapted best, 

recovering from one or two early 
sticks to easily overcome a somewhat 
demoralized Chris Clarke, Reg 

Bamford seemed more psychological- 
ly affected by his early errors. After an 
attempted four-back peel failed to go 
through he asked for the width of the 
hoop to be checked. Predictably, its 
width was legal, but Reg promptly 
blobbed an easy one-back. Not only 
was his hoop running affected, but his 
shooting deserted him as well, your 

correspondent observing six consecu- 
tive shots of 20 yards or less, only one 
of which was hit. Mark Avery profited 
from these errors to take the first 
game, but he was playing with no 
more confidence or fluency than Reg, 
who managed to win the next three 
games to book his place in the Final 
against Robert. 

For the final lawn 8 was chosen, as 

Cheltenham tradition dictates, and the 
hoops were again reset in fresh holes. 
The ground was softer than lawns 10 
and 11, so the hoops were some way 
short of being as fearsome as they had 
been for the semi-finals. The match 
quickly developed into a psychologi- 
cal battle, Robert deliberately applying 
pressure to Reg’s shooting. In the first 
game Robert left a ball badly wired in 
first hoop which Reg missed from A- 
baulk, giving Robert an easy triple. 
The bad wiring may have been acci- 
dental, but the outcome encouraged 

Robert to use leaves giving Reg short- 
ish shots which would be expensive if 
missed. Reg missed some, and hit oth- 
ers, but critical hoop failures in both 

the second and third games gave 
Robert more and more confidence, and 
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he ran out an easy winner by 3-0 with 
another triple in game three. This was 
Robert's first Open Championship for 
five years, and the first time Robert 

had won an Opens final against Reg, 
their three previous meetings at this 
stage all going to Reg 3-2, so the con- 
vincing nature of this victory will have 
given Robert immense satisfaction. 
Following his World Championship 
title in Wellington in December 
(though he did not beat Reg in that 
event), Robert now has a legitimate 
claim to be the World No.1. With typ- 
ical modesty, Robert denied that claim 

in a post-match interview, pointing to 

Reg’s superior record in sextuples and 
Opens victories over the last ten years. 
There will however be little doubt in 
the minds of observers that Robert 
played much the better croquet in the 

conditions, particularly over the final 
days of the event when the lawns got 
faster. These fast lawns, a marked con- 

trast to Hurlingham’s usually easier 
conditions, made the event a different 

test, and this was a test for which, on 

the day, Robert was better equipped. 
Since Robert was also involved in 

the doubles, the final, involving prob- 

ably Great Britain's top four players, 
Fulford, Clarke, Maugham and Avery, 

David Maugham’s form remains consistent 

    

could not start until after the singles 
final, and the quality of Robert's per- 
formance in the singles final was 
shown by the trouble that all four 
players had just to play four-ball 
breaks on the fast surface of lawn 1. 
Robert may have felt a little flat after 
his efforts in winning the singles, and 
the match lacked the sparkle and inter- 
est of the singles. By the time dusk fell 
at 9.30 pm only two or three spectators 
remained, the score was game-all, 
break-all, so the (perhaps dubious, but 
understandable) decision was taken to 
share the title, the first time that this 

has been deemed necessary. 

  

  

Will Stephen Mulliner’s self-confidence carry 
him through November's MacRobertson 

Shield Test Series?       

So what can be forecast for the 
forthcoming MacRobertson Shield 
contest on the basis of the week’s 
results? The clear superiority of 
Fulford and Bamford over the follow- 
ing pack was reemphasized. Clarke, 

Maugham, and Avery were solid in 
both singles and doubles, without 

threatening either of the top two, 
Burrow was absent (will the 
President's Cup be enough to get him 
match fit?) and Mulliner’s drop in 
form was clear to everyone (except 
perhaps Stephen himself). His unques- 
tioning self-belief has however always 
been his greatest strength, and will no 
doubt help him to cope better with the 
pressure of a Test series than might be 
the case with some of his hypothetical 
replacements.
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As for those who complain about 
the lack of up-and-coming talent to 
challenge the established old (or rather 
ageing) guard, the week gave appre- 
ciable evidence of hope for the future. 
Alongside Burrow, already selected 
for the team, your correspondent saw 
Trimmer, Kirby, Death, Gibbons, 

Wainman and Evans as plausible can- 
didates showing clear evidence of 
promise and potential. Not all quite 
ready, maybe, but sufficient of a chal- 
lenge, and still improving, to make 
some of the current team start to feel 
insecure. Irwin, showed that he is by 

no means finished by putting in a typ- 
ically solid performance to win the 
plate, Kirby won the Z consolation, 
and Mundy and Foulser the Y doubles. 
I do not have exact figure for how 
many games, triples, and sextuples 
were completed, but can guess that 
these were orders of magnitude 
greater than the figures for 1968. Then 
the Test team went on to a convincing 

victory in the MacRobertson Shield 
contest, and I see no reason to believe 

that this year’s team cannot achieve 
the same. 

That the move from Hurlingham to 
Cheltenham produced the welcome 
challenge of truly fast and demanding 
lawns was largely a fortuitous conse- 
quence of the unexpected warm and 
fine weather, which cannot be guaran- 
teed for future years. Many players 
however commented on the different 
social atmosphere provided by 
Cheltenham, almost everyone being 

within the manager’s reach at most 
times, and meals in the evening being 

more affordable than is so often the 
case in London. The generosity of 
Bernard Neal in hosting a barbecue for 
the players on Thursday night helped 
to add to the social cohesion of the 
event, and the absence of city workers 
trying to rush off to work as soon as 

they lost a game was also much appre- 
ciated. Maybe it’s not yet time for a 
permanent move of the event to 
Cheltenham, but an alternation 
between the two sites has much to rec- 
ommend it. | certainly don’t think it 
will be another 20 years before we see 
the Opens at Cheltenham.   

Other Tournaments 

Challenge & Gilbey Tournament 

arcus Evans, 18, from Nailsea 
CC won the Roehampton Cup in 

the lowest handicap section of the 
Challenge & Gilbey tournament held 
at Budleigh Salterton from 28-31 
August, He is one of the youngest win- 
ners in the 103-year history of this CA 
event. 

Cliff Jones (below), older than 18, 

was runner-up to Marcus Evans. 

  

Golf Croquet Selectors Weekend 
Report by Bill Arliss 

tT first staging of this event was 
played at Hunstanton. The eight 

players selected for the event were Bill 
Arliss, Don Beck, David Dray, David 

Hopkins, John Moore, Nelson 
Morrow, Chris Sheen and Roy Ware. 

The format chosen for the event fol- 
lowed the normal ‘eights’ practice 
with each player playing every other 
player twice with a single 19 point 
game. 

As there are no watering facilities 
at Hunstanton, the lawns were 
extremely fast and showed every 
slight dip and rise. Luckily there were 
not too many of these and the players 
soon recognised the most difficult 
hoops and adjusted their approach 
accordingly. Nelson Morrow quickly 
adapted to the conditions and finished 
the day with six wins from seven 
games with Chris Sheen second on 
five from seven. No time limits were 
imposed on day one and _ several   

games took well over the expected 
hour with play finishing after 7.00 pm. 

Day two and the same again. A 
time limit of 65 minutes was imposed 
before the start of play but most play- 
ers had by then partially mastered the 
conditions and most games were fin- 
ished within time. Nelson continued 
his progress without a further loss and 
finished outright winner with 13 wins 
from 14 games and collected the Musk 
Cup and the £250 prize money spon- 
sored by Chris Sheen’s company 
Musks Ltd. Roy Ware and Chris Sheen 
finished equal second with 9 wins 
from 13. Perhaps a tweaking of the for- 
mat will be necessary next year as after 
eight hours of almost continuous play 
on both days, stamina started to rival 
skill in determining results towards 
the end of the competition. 

Ramsgate Handicap Doubles 

Weekend August 2nd/3rd 
Report by Gerard Healy 

five round Swiss Handicap dou- 
bles event is many croquet play- 

ers idea of self-imposed torment, but 
apart from the heat, provided by a 

relentless sun throughout the week- 
end, there was little to complain of and 
much to enjoy for all comers. 
Handicaps among the twelve pairs 
involved ranged across the spectrum 
from a couple of minus players up to 
some relative beginners of 20+. 
Several of the high handicappers had 
just returned from the Summer school 
held at Southwick and were eager to 
show off their grasp of the Five 
Principles of Croquet (quiz question 
for minus players - what are these 
principles?). 

After the first rounds of the Swiss 
several pairs stood out as contenders — 
in particular the highest handicap pair, 
playing off a combined 36, of Peter 
Wightman and Marilyn Murray and 
the lowest handicap pair, off 8 1/5, of 

Roy Ware and David Dray. Both in 
their different methods looked very 
dangerous. The former used their 
bisques steadily to build up a lead and 
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then held on for the end of the game, 
the latter employing the “lets hit in 
and go round” approach. In an early 
game between these two, the high 

handicappers won narrowly and play- 
ers on neighbouring courts were star- 
tled by the loud cheer when David 
finally ran hoop one shortly before 
time was called but the lead was by 
then too great to overcome. 

At the end of the first day only one 
pair emerged unbeaten, Dennis Shaw 

and Jo Frankish, six others were tied 

for second place with two wins out of 
three. 

Sunday morning saw Dennis and 
Jo score a close victory against the 

bisques held by Peter and Marilyn to 
give them 4 wins out of 4 and only 
Roy/David and John Ruddock and 
Joyce Slawson could then catch them 
in the final round. John and Joyce had 

sneaked up through the pack with 
some good shooting and tidy wins but   

in the final round failed to gain the vic- 
tory that would have given them a 
chance of the title and given the man- 
ager a sizeable headache since he 
would have faced some form of play- 
off. 

In the event the tournament result 
came down to the match between 
Dennis/Jo and Roy/David. If 
Dennis/Jo won they would have com- 

pleted the tournament with 5 wins out 
of 5, if Roy/David won they would 
take the spoils on the “who beat 
whom” rule. Very early on David hit 
in and went round to penultimate 
flawlessly, Dennis eyeing his bisques 
decided one opponent was better than 
two, went round performed the dou- 

ble peel and using his last bisque 
missed the peg out! However on the 
next turn he hit in and redeemed the 
situation - this left Roy on hoop 1 
against 3 and peg. He proceeded to 
compile a series of long hit ins on   

semi-wired balls followed by long 
hoop running and ran out the easy 
winner. Lesson for us all think care- 
fully before pegging out against an 
opponent so proficient at golf croquet. 

Thus the manager and his partner 
won but their solid play will surely 
result in their handicaps falling over 
the year ahead and the combined 
handicap limit of 8 will prevent them 
from combining next year. 

The only sadness of the weekend 
was the paucity of visiting players - 
the large majority of entrants were 
from Ramsgate and neighbouring 
clubs. This is an excellent opportunity 
to play in an unusual format. The 
lawns are particularly good, being flat 
and moderately fast, the catering and 

bar are excellent and the opposition 
suitably varied. I would encourage 
many more visitors to enter. 

  

WOODLANDS CROQUET 
  

  

DENT’S CUP 

OTHER BALLS 

BARLOW GT 

£139 per set 
GARDEN CROQUET BALLS 

Equipment & Sets. 

Barnoldswick, BB18 6GHH 

Phone/fax 01282 813070   

SUNSHINY BALLS CHOSEN FOR THE 2003 
MacROBERTSON SHIELD AND THE PRESI- 

THESE NEW CA CHAMPIONSHIP APPROVED 
BALLS AVAILABLE NOW IN PRIMARY & SEC- 

ONDARY COLOURS 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER £117 per set 

16o0z £46; 12o0z £41; 7oz £36 

Postage packing and insurance adds £5 per set. 
PPI on multiple orders at special rates. 

MALLETS, HOOPS, WINNING PEGS, FLAGS 
AND CLIPS AVAILABLE AT KEEN PRICES. 
CROQUET SETS FOR GARDENS AND HOTELS. ou 

Advice available from John Beech by phone. 
Send for a full list of Top Quality Croquet 

Woodlands Croquet, Woodlands, Skipton Road, O 

Florida 

  
For further details contact: 

Diplomatic Travel Ltd 
Coach Lane, Danehill, East Sussex 
Tel: 01825 740262; enquiries@diplomatic.co.uk 

Holidays 
~ with or 

without 

Croquet 
National Croquet Center, 

Association Rules Tournament, 
Play & enjoy a winter break 

8-19 Feb 2004 

Last few places! 

Holiday to South Africa with Croquet 

  

  

www.diplomatic.co.uk or www.oxfordcroquet.com 
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The Gardens of Hanbury 

F° those who retain a romantic 
image of croquet in an idyllic 

English garden setting, the Gardens of 
Hanbury is the perfect location. 

From time to time, clubs seem to 

spring up of their own free will, and 
one such potential prospect is in 
Waltham Abbey on the north edge of 
the Epping Forest in Essex. 

Donald Miller, the driving force, 
recently happened upon the croquet 
set of his late grandfather. The mallets 
- fine antiques made of hardwood and 
still in pristine condition - seem to 
remain as a full set, as do the hoops 
(ten of them) and each of the two pegs. 
There's only one ball, boxwood and 

decorated with specks of red. It’s 
almost certain this had been a continu- 
ous stripe around the ball rather than 
a dotted pattern. 

Most curious of all, though, is a 

strange double hoop with a chain sus- 
pended from the cresspiece. This 
would have been an obsolete piece of 
equipment known as a _ bell-cage. 
Never approved by the CA or its pred- 
ecessor the Wimbledon Club, this nov- 

elty device (right) had a suspended 
bell (now missing from Donald’s set), 
which players had to ring on running 
the hoop. First adopted at the 
Eglinton Castle garden parties in the 
1870s, this strange 10-hoop setting was 
adopted unilaterally by some manu-   

  
facturers and marketed well into the 

20th Century. 

Undaunted by the missing ele- 
ments of his set, Donald has sourced 
many replacements himself. A local 
wood-turner has provided more 
wooden balls. It transpires that the 

decorative balls on the end of banisters 
are almost perfect in their dimensions. 
Playing with oak balls soaked in lin- 
seed oil such as these, however, may 

look attractive, but their durability 
might suffer, and it’s almost a shame 

to damage them. 

First stop in trying to find a bell 
was - obviously - the local pet shop. It 
seems the required size was too big 
even for a budgie, so a trip to a bell 

foundry in Whitechapel has yielded 
something of the ideal size of 5cm 
(incidentally, not by a long way their 
smallest available). 

That completes the ‘garden’ set, but 

Donald is keen to drive forward with a 
more mainstream game. His plan is a 
club catering for children with disabil- 

ities. There’s been some success with 

a friend’s son with autism, and he has 

grand plans for the local community 
in this beautiful setting. 

Anyone with any surplus equip- 
ment they feel would be useful can 
contact him at: “Gardens of Hanbury”, 

Beach Hill Park, Waltham Abbey, 

Essex, EN9 3QL. Tel: 020 8520 7789.   

Brush up on the Laws 
No 2 - By Michael Hague 

n the last edition of the Croquet 
Gazette, the reader was asked when 

must an adversary not forestall i.e. 
when striker is about to run a wrong 

hoop, play a wrong ball or purport to 
take croquet from a dead ball. Those 
readers possessing a Law Book may 
have looked up the reference given 
with the answer and read on. They 
will have no trouble answering this 
next question: 

When MUST an adversary forestall? 

Answer Law 23(c). A player MUST 
forestall play if he suspects or 
becomes aware that: 

(1) the striker intends to play a ques- 
tionable stroke (e.g. a hampered shot) 
without having it watched 

(2) an error other than a fault (e.g. 
purporting to play a roquet instead of 
a croquet) or an interference is about 
to occur (e.g. from a double banked 
striker) 

(3) an error or an interference has 

occurred 

(4) the striker’s turn is about to end 
prematurely e.g. the striker is leaving 
the court before playing or deeming 
to play his continuation shot 

(5) a clip is misplaced 

(6) a boundary marker has been dis- 
placed. 

These are non-fatal errors. 
Forestalling saves having to put the 
balls back (in most cases) and playing 
the shot again. Note that one should 
not forestall while the adversary is 
playing a stroke unless the issue (e.g. 
hampered stroke) concerns the stroke 
being played (Law 23(d)). 

  

THE CAGE 

Is another novelty, 
formed by placing two 
hoopescromeach other, 
and fastening a bell at 

the point of intarses- 
tion, which haa to be 

mtruck by the ball 
paming through. 

21



  

The Croquet Gazette Issue 287 - September 2003 
  

News & Information 

Openshaw nominated for World 
Croquet Federation Presidency 

  

Ihe Croquet Association has nomi- 
nated David Openshaw for the 

post of President of the World Croquet 
Federation. Any election will be held 
in December this year. 

David has been a member of the 
WCF Management Committee for two 
years and is well known overseas, hav- 
ing played croquet internationally for 
Great Britain since 1979. He is current- 
ly amember of the CA Council, the CA 
Executive and Management 
Committees - and he also chairs the 
CA International Committee. 

The Council of The Croquet 
Association believes that David 
Openshaw’s experience makes him 
well suited to be the next WCF 
President.   

A Croquet First? 

ongratulations, of sorts, are due to 
Liz Wilson from Fylde who has 

achieved what is thought to be a cro- 
quet first. Playing at home for Pendle 
in a Longman Cup match, she and 
husband Peter were attempting to 
ignore the sideline barracking from a 
gang of local youths. The intrusion 
became more distracting as Liz was 
witness to the arrival of a the game's 
first male streaker. Peter showed his 
mettle, and proceeded to finish his 
break without noticing. 

Meanwhile, the hot weather has 

produced evidence of an emerging 
trend, with the CA vs Scotland match 

subjected to the attentions of a topless 
young lady. Maybe this is evidence of 
an elevation of croquet in the public 
eye. Television coverage is surely not 
far away. 

A Fine Cut Rush 

till in a congratulatory mood, hats 

must be raised to Phil Eardley, 

who surely takes the title for World’s 
Worst Missed Roquet. Hampered 
after 1-back, he attempted to rush a 
ball which was a mere four inches 
away. What resulted was a full-on 
smash with the side of his mallet, 

sending his own ball away at right 
angles towards the east boundary. At 
the furthest point he was a full 28 
yards away from the object ball, 
though it’s fair to say that he might 
have notched up another 20 yards had 
his ball not reached a vertical bank. 

Is this an accolade which any read- 
er can match?   

Christopher Miles 

ews has arrived of the sad death 
No Christopher (Kit) Miles, who 
died in Sydney on 23rd July after a 
short illness. 

He did a tremendous job for 
Australian croquet in his capacity as a 
player, referee, coach and in his capac- 
ity as President of the Australian 
Croquet Association, for which he 
received an OAM, Order of Australia 

Medal. He had been a member of the 
CA since 1991. 

Handicap Committee 

ith immediate’ effect, the 

Handicap Co-ordination 
Committee has relaxed the restrictions 
on Association Handicappers setting 
and altering handicaps of 8 and less. 
An index change of 80 points is no 
longer required for such a change to be 
made. Paragraph 4.3 of the Handicap 
Guidelines and Procedures now reads: 

4.3 Handicaps from 0 to 8 
Only Association Handicappers may 
alter and set Handicaps in this range. 
However, Club Handicappers may 
recommend such changes to an 
Association Handicapper but it will 
not take effect until confirmed by the 
Association Handicapper. 

Any such change must be by at 
least 3 steps. Such changes must be 
based on a period of 10 or more con- 
secutive Eligible Games. Eligible 
Games are games that count in the 
AHS. 

  

    

These club subscriptions 
are beginning to 

= get a bit steep! ( 

J 

  

   
   

    
          

Have a word with the 

new Treasurer - he's 

responsible for 

the latest 

increases 

Indeed! I fully 
intend to resist 

his ridiculous 

Mm, charges! 
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The Croquet Association 

CROQUET SHOP | 
  

  

  
  

  

Croquet Mallets Books 
comprehensive selection of mallets, including Pidcock, | A wide variety of croquet 

Percival and Hobbs mallets, as well as the Hogan,) publications are available, including: 

Jaques and Townsend mallets we have always sold. The| The Laws of Association Croquet      £4.00 

  

    

  

popular Hogan mallet at £69 + delivery is still our best-} The Laws of Golf Croquet £2.00 
seller. Came to us for the widest variety and impartial) A Guide to Golf Croquet £5.00 
expert advice. Know the game £5.00 

| Croquet - The Skills of the Game by Bill Lamb — £10.00 
Also a range of hard and soft mallet covers to suit most mal- |) Croquet by John Solomon £9.00 
lets, including both padded and unpadded. | Plus One on Time by Don Gaunt £10.00 

Hard leather case, 9.25 x 38 x 2.5” £69.00 | Expert Croquet Tactics by Keith Wylie £14.00 
Hard leather case, 11 x 39 x 2.5" £72.00 Croquet Management by Gaunt & Wheeler £11.50 
Blue cover with Croquet logo £19.00 | Croquet Coaching Manual £11.50 
Padded blue cover with croquet logo £23.00 The Principles of Handicapping by Bill Lamb £2.50 
Padded blue cover for longer mallet head lengths £27.00 | Challenge & Gilbey book by Alan Oldham £3.00 

_—eereniiar hits enmnesineemsniesmeea ~~~ | Lawn Management by John Beech £2.00 

Clothing _ Croquet: Technique by John Riches £7.00 

wide range of white clothing and wet weather gear is Geagnel Bran Corian by Jean sues eae 
available, including: | Croquet: Next Break Strategy by John Riches £9.00 

Croquet: The Mental Approach by John Riches £9.00 
Breathable wet weather jacket £33.00 Croquet: Lessons in Tactics by John Riches £9.00 

Breathable jacket and trousers £46.00 | Croquet: Finer Points by John Riches £10.50 

Fleece reversible windcheater jacket £35.00 . 
' Fleece reversible gilet £27.00 | Videos 
, Wet weather ‘bomber’ jacket £33.00 | Imported from Australia, these videos were made by Kevin 

Roll-up sports windcheater £28.00 | Brereton in the 1990s 
Pullover £18.50 | Single ball strokes 30min £11.00 
Ladies coils £28.00 | Croquet strokes 30min £11.00 

seers nnn | Tactics parts 1&2 60min £13.00 

Odds and aie | Tactics part 3 - Peeling 90min £15.00 
Taser eg.o9 | Using Bisques 30min £11.00 

Croquet Girl cards - pack of 8, blank inside £4.50 Sports Sciences & Croquet ie PS £11.00 
Croquet posters - b&w prints, 4 designs available £6.00ca All book and video prices include P&P to UK addresses 

Ball markers, pack of 10 assorted plastic markers £1.00 | ~ a 
Ball marker plastic holder, with 4 markers £1.00 | Complete croquet sets. 

ow about getting a set for the back garden? We sell a 
| He: range of sets at rock bottom prices, and our new 
voucher scheme entitles members to 10% discount on their 

For more information first set! 
Call Jeff Dawson on 01483 776971 ) —<—— 

Email sales @croquet.org.uk Club Equipment 
Or visit our website www.croquet.org.uk/shop | his is an ideal time to check over your club equipment, 
We are based at: | Tan replace anything necessary. As always, we sell all 
112 Potters Lane, Send, Surrey GU23 7AL the equipment your club is likely to need, including: 
Callers welcome by appointment only, please Balls - Barlow GT, Dawson and Sunshiny 

Hoops - Omega, Aldridge, Townsend and Jaques 
Corner flags, yardline markers, pegs, clips, gauges. 

 



  

John Jaques II won a place in sporting history - 
and a Gold Medal- for introducing croquet into 
England at the Great Exhibition in 1851. His 
display there attracted such wide attention that 
the game speedily became the vogue and over the 
years has developed into the absorbing sport 
enjoyed by so many world-wide. 

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of this 
event, the company has introduced a special 
Limited Edition 'Great Exhibition’ set which 
includes Association Hoops, |60z balls and fine 
quality mallets, all at a very competitive price. 
Only 150 of these sets are being produced! 

The company also manufactures a complete range 
of sets and mallets for all standards of play, 
ranging from £60 upwards. View these on our 
website: www.jaques.co.uk 

"We taught the world to play..." 
    

  

      

  

  

John Jaques & Son Ltd, The House of Jaques, 1 Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 6EU 
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Telephone : 01732 500200 Fax : 01732 500111 Email gameon@jaques.co.uk 
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cement lite Stier, 3 4 
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