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Editorial

had this really strange dream recent-

ly. I'm managing a tournament at
Bowdon, and the clubhouse is full of
Hollywood film stars.

Halle Berry is through in the bar,
getting herself a cup of tea. Scarlett
Johansson is sat in the corner, pulling
out bisques. She’s still got that silver
spangly dress and diamond tiara she
wore for this year’s Oscars. She's
hardly dressed for croquet, so it's no
surprise she’s not hit a shot all game.
And I'm stood inside chatting to Uma
Thurman. If this were real, I'd be
demanding an apology for her last
film (which was dreadful). But it's a
dream, so we're talking about why so
many celebrities play croquet. Uma is
a very wise woman, and her answer
explains everything. But when [ wake
up, I've forgotten what she said.

I'm not sure my dream doesn’t
have a moral, somewhere. Croquet
has had several of these occasional dal-
liances with celebrity. Back in the 50s,
a publicity-hungry CA appointed
Compton Mackenzie as its President.
Mackenzie was the bestselling writer
of Whisky Galore! and (posthumously)
the current BBC Sunday night
favourite, Monarch of the Glen.
Although a keen garden player, he
was never One Of Us, and his presi-
dency never inspired the vociferous
advocacy of the game which would
have had new players joining clubs in
their droves.

In the mid-1980’s, the CA tried a
‘Pro-Celebrity” event, in an effort to
interest the media. Along come a
squad of crusty upper-class actors -
Nigel Davenport, Donald Sinden et al
- dressed to the nines in their croquet
gear. Out come the stripey blazers and
the panamas ready to show the press
what Croquet is all about.

And  here’s the  problem.
Celebrities may interest the media
enough to come along and see what's
happening. But we have no control
over the message which gets across. |
could make a pretty good stab at
explaining to journalists why the game
is different from that vicious, hoity-
toity pursuit in Alice in Wonderland, but
I've not got the bait to draw in those

4

reporters in the first place.

The Pro-Celeb event died a death,
never to be resurrected. Until, that is,
this year. And here we get to the point
of my dream, and my story.

ENS, the CA’s Public Relations
agency, decided this year to adopt a
new strategy. Croquet, England’s
most successful sport, has an image
problem. Rugby, England’s second
most successful sport, and also a client
of ENS, is riding high on a wave of
publicity. Getting sports stars and
pundits from Rugby to try their hand
at Croquet is a different proposition
from what had been attempted before.

The guest list had Martin Bayfield
and Chris Eubank (sportsmen), as well
as John Inverdale, Des Lynam and
Craig Doyle (sports presenters), the
intention being to show that ours is not
the silly garden game which the public
know, but something altogether more
sophisticated  and  competitive.
Everyone agreed to turn up for the
start of the World Golf Croquet
Championship, and face off against
the top stars of the game.

Two things went wrong. One by
one the celebrities fell by the wayside,
through illness or alternative commit-
ments. Secondly, the media seemed
unimpressed by the whole thing.

In reality, this is no bad thing.
Time was when Croquet couldn’t get
column inches without gimmicky
stunts. The surprising fact of this
year's event was that the press were
more interested in the championship
than the sideshow. Maybe we're too
close to see it, but people out there are
starting to see our game as an intrigu-
ing proposition in itself, without the
need to dress ourselves up in layers of
artifice.

Perhaps this was what Uma and 1
were discussing. As she told me, we
can get too hung up on seeking the
limelight for the wrong reasons.
Croquet has a good enough message
to communicate to the public without
resorting to frippery. We can shout
from the rooftops, but we should
shout with our own voice.

his will be my last edition from

this address, as we here at Gazette
Towers are in the process of relocat-
ing. Please keep writing, as your cor-
respondence should reach me, wher-
ever | am.

Apropos of my house move, my
heart sank the morning the surveyor
arrived. I always feel self-conscious
as Britain’s only croquet journalist,
and he turned up just as I was sorting
through my archive of old croquet
magazines. [ needn’t have felt embar-
rassed as he snooped round; it turns
out that his son-in-law edits Cranes,
the magazine for building site enthu-
siasts. Now I'd love to read one of his
editorials.

Chairman’s Column

Ithough I only attended the open-

ing of the MGM Assurance 6th
WCF World  Golf  Croquet
Championships, it was evident that a
huge amount of work had gone into
preparations for the event. As hosts,
we were totally dependent on the
sponsors who funded it, the organis-
ers, especially Bill Arliss who master-
minded it, the officials and the many
members of the Sussex County and
Compton club who provided the
catering and much practical help
before and during it: our thanks to
them all. By all accounts their efforts
and generosity were rewarded with a
standard of play that surpassed
expectations  and which clearly
demonstrated the skills and potential
of the game.

Looking ahead to the end of the
scason (yes, its time to get those club
competition games played!), the AGM
is back at Hurlingham this year, giv-
ing us an opportunity to see the
results of the building work that pre-
vented the Club from hosting it for
the last couple of years. The meeting
is an occasion when vou can find out
what the the Council and its
Committees have been doing on your
behalf and express your view on the
direction they should be taking. I
look forward to seeing you there.

Ian Vincent
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Letters

World Golf Croguet

The Golf  Crogquet  World
Championship Final ends 30 min-
utes before the start time published in
the programme sold at the event. As
one of the spectators who spent time
and money travelling to Southwick
only to see the players walking off the
lawns, I would like to know who made
this decision, when and why?

Mike O'Brian
Ashwood, Derbyshire

An unbalanced view?

he  World Golf  Croquet

Championship is on at Southwick.
Hooray, Southern TV have cameras
there! Croquet’s on the telly! Well, all
publicity is good publicity, right.

Sorry, but I have to disagree. Yet
again publicity fails to challenge or
inform, and instead backs up the tired
old stereotypes.

BBC South were kind enough to
send cameras to this year’s event, the
most important in the Golf Croquet
world.  What did they provide us
with? Well, what do you imagine...
shot after spectacular shot, ves: 30
yard hoop runs, jump shots, stars
knocking the oppo to kingdom come
while their own ball stops dead in
front of the hoop ...Egyptian croquet
gods malletting a ball across a lawn
that it barely touches... Bamford slam-
ming ‘em into hoop 6 from A baulk...
some young talent whipping one over
the peg and cramming his black ball
into the oblique and barely open jaws
... all to the mighty soundtrack of the
Verdi Requiem: ‘Dies Irae’.... That
would surely have woken people to
the majesty of croquet, wouldn't it?

Yes, maybe it would. But we'll
never know, because we got some-
thing completely different.

What some people fail to realise is
that TV news editors are cheats. They
pretend that they go out for a day’s
scouting, that they film yards of
footage in order to compile a wonder-
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fully balanced view and really ‘get at
the truth.” In reality of course, this tac-
tic would cost a fortune and take ages
to do. No, what news teams do is far
more time and cost effective. It's
called ‘shooting the script” In the
comfort of their offices they first
decide exactly what the story’s going
to be, exactly what they're going to say
and (naturally) exactly what shots
they’ll need. They go out, grab what
they need and are back in the studio
for a swift edit in order to provide the
one minute of footage they’ll broad-
cast. If they hang around for the
whole day, it's not in order to research
the facts, it's to collect the pics they
know they want.

Okay, so my personal vision of a
Verdi-inspired report wouldn't partic-
ularly ‘get at the truth’ either. But
what we got on Southern TV in June
was script-shooting to perfection.
They'd decided what croquet was -
comfy, cosy, cream teas and whites,
what else? - and they took the inter-
views and footage they needed to
show it. Cue the violins’ twinklesome
rendition of something akin to An
English Country Garden, cue Bill
Arliss with a cosy, old-folk gleam in
his eye, cue the presenter pointing out
that players even have hi-tech mallets
and that the balls only just go through
the hoops. Hey, what'd’y know, this
kooky game’s world championship
doesn’t use garden equipment - grin.
The interviews didn’t help. One of the
standard arguments for promoting
Golf Croquet as opposed to
Association Croquet is just how easy it
is for spectators and beginners to
grasp what's going on. True enough.
But this isn't an argument to be aimed
at people who have never even heard
of Association Croquet. When Bill
Arliss tells the viewers that Golf
Croquet is wonderful because it's easy
to understand and to learn, what will
they reply - ‘well, of course it is, Bill.
We've played in the garden. It's a
piece of cake.

Piece of cake is exactly what we got
from TV’s glorious minute of croquet
that evening. No spectacle, just kind-
ly-looking folks telling everyone how

simple the game is, lawns, whites and
rose-twined crockery. Marvellous.
And the slot that the sport was given
during Wimbledon the week after
wasn't a whole lot better. Sue Barker
marvelling at how quaint and arcane it
all was, the presenter running a hoop,
Tim Wilkins jumping a ball. You can
hear the clubs panicking already with
all the new members they’ll have to
turn away.

I don’t know what I want from TV
croquet, and I'm not in any position to
make appeals for change heard. But
surely it would be possible to edit
together something that challenged
croquet’s stale image a bit. Maybe we
could film a few manufactured won-
der-shots... by young sportsmen... get
some beer (or at least strong coffee)
going on in the background and some-
one like darts commentator Sid
Waddell to wax lyrically about the
vision of greatness before him. The
film archives could store this and then,
if nothing else, there’d be some decent
stock footage that could be added to
news bulletins, something which
might inspire viewers to take up the
game. Until that time, I can hear the
gramophone winding up An English
Country Garden again, I can hear the
chink of fine bone china and the deli-
cate sound of mallet on ball - good,
well, we don’t want to give the public
the wrong idea.

Michael Wilson
Southwick

We have a lot to learn...

mmediately following the quarter

final of the 2004 World Golf Croquet
Championship between Reg Bamford
and the eventual championship win-
ner Ahmed Nasr, several spectators
commented that they had just wit-
nessed the finest golf croquet match
that they had ever seen or ever would
see. The hit rate was analysed by one
watching player as being 98% for most
of the match, including not several but
numerous successful hits from the
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boundaries to opponent’s balls at the
far hoops - awesome stuff! The joyful
leaping of Ahmed when he smashed
home the winning point at the 13th
hoop from 6 yards to win 7 - 6, 7 - 6
was evidence of the extreme pressure
that Reg had put on him throughout
the scintillating match.

Ahmed’s victory eliminated the
main contender to prevent an
Egyptian winner of the World title.
Although the Egyptians did not sweep
the board nearly clean as they did in
the previous World Championships in
Florida (five out of the first six places
with Robert Fulford in 5th place), the
dominance of the Egyptian team was
clear for all to see. A frequently
repeated comment from spectators
(and I was one of them!) was “I don’t
see why they (the Egyptians) have to
hit the ball so hard). But the fact
remains that the Egyptians reign
supreme in the Golf Croquet world
and if we are to contend with them in
the future, we should surely start by
studying their techniques and learning
from them.

Most of the Egyptian team have
mallets with very light short heads, a
wooden shaft and a thick handle to
reduce jarring. Excellent for stop
shots, they are easy to yield and are
used for accurate shots with a double
pendulum swing, hands held low and
with full force both when hitting away
and for hoop running. If we are going
to adopt some of the Egyptian tech-
niques, then maybe some of the band
of our players who specialise in Golf
Croquet should lead the way. The top
Association players will have to ask
themselves whether they are prepared
to use a second mallet for Golf Croquet
and incorporate different skills tech-
niques, which might have a detrimen-
tal effect on their performance in
Association Croquet.

In any event, if the Egyptian
approach is taken up in this country,
then both at club and tournament level
serious consideration will have to be
given to the safety of both players on
neighbouring courts and spectators.
Despite the safety netting used during
the Championship at Southwick,

fiercely struck balls bounced at speed
over fences and in one instance, onto
the railway embankment. There were
several near misses from balls travel-
ling up to 40 mph, including one ball
from another court which grazed my
arm as I stood in one of the shelters
and missed by inches the hand of a
scorer resting on a wooden upright.
As a former Safety Officer, there is no
doubting my mind that if the Egyptian
style of play were to be adopted more
widely, there could be an accident
waiting to happen.

Michael Hague
Woking

Golf Rankings

Ienjoy reading the Gazette, even if 1
do not read all of it all at once. |
enjoy tidying-up rather less. You will
therefore understand why, when I
recently came across issues 289 and
291 in the same pile of papers, | had a
good look rather than continue with
the spring cleaning. Two articles
struck me - or, rather, their inconsis-
tency struck me.  The first was an
exchange (in issue 291) about selection
criteria for the World Golf Croquet
Championships, and the second (in
issue 289 - [ was reading down the
pile) was the Tournament Digest for
2003. The last few pages of that digest
are taken up with statistics (“World's
Best Triple Peelers” etc), including
rankings.  Clearly, this is where
Edward Dymock got his statistics
from, when saying why he should
have been selected for championship.

I can’t help feeling that Bill Arliss’s
reply to Edward is a little unfair, in
one respect at least. Bill picks Edward
up for referring to a “Golf Croquet
World Ranking”: he says that there is
no such ranking, the nearest thing
being an International ranking (com-
prising Brits plus a few overseas play-
ers). Bearing in mind Bill’s eminence,
[ have no doubt that he is right - but if
that is the case, should his criticism not
have been levelled at the person who

compiled the Tournament Digest for
2003? After all, if the Gazette is intend-
ed to be a document of record, it is as
well to get the record right.

Needless to say, my name did not
appear on any of the statistics set out
in the Digest - but no error there!

Tim Dutton
Kennington, London

My fault, I belicve. The ranking list pub-
lished in last year’s Digest was compiled
from results made available fo Bill Arliss
as Rankings Officer. Without the input of
results from Eguptian domestic matches,
this list cannot truly be called a ‘World’
Ranking. Effectively, this makes it diffi-
cult to rank non-Egyptians alongside
Egyptians, but relative positions among
other nations should become more reliable
as more results are fed into the systen. -
Ed.

Stephen Potter is alive and well...

was introduced to Stephen Potter’s

tactics (Gazette 291, June 2004) at the
tender age of 16. I immediately pur-
chased the Master's books on
Lifemanship and Gamesmanship,
which proved to be one of the better
investments in my life. With the
advantage of the arrogance of youth,
at the age of 17, I considered myself an
expert in this subject.

Picture the scene 52 years later. [
was on holiday in Auckland in the
middle of February and desperate for
a game of croquet. I sought out the
nearest club to where | was staying
and was received in a very friendly
manner. The Epsom-Remuera Club
has four excellent lawns, lovely pavil-
ion and attractive surrounds. All 1
needed now was an opponent. The
temperature was 30 degrees centi-
grade, and [ could see that people
were a little reluctant to expose them-
selves to the afternoon heat.
Eventually a tiny elderly ladv offered
to play - marvellous!

I hit in on the fourth turn and
exceeded all my expectations by going
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round to four-back and achieving a
tidy leave. I placed my clip on the
hoop and started to walk off the lawn.
As I approached the area of hoop one,
with a very satisfied smile on my face,
my opponent was tottering on to the
lawn. She complimented me on my
turn and said, “Of course you did miss
out hoop six, but you were playing so
beautifully I didn’t want to interrupt.”

I felt destroyed. Had T really
missed out hoop six? Did she think 1
had done it deliberately? Would other
people think 1was trying to cheat an
85 year old lady? Should I have
offered to replace the balls near hoop
six?

Although I eventually managed to
grind out a close victory, 1 was
exhausted, whilst my opponent was
fresh as a daisy.

Perhaps it is time to dust off my
copy of Gamesmanship - I might have
missed a paragraph or two.

Henry Fellows
Edgbaston

The extract from Potter's work in the last
edition seems to have provoked a revival of
interest in the Art of Gamesmanship.
There's further information on Stephen
Potter and his time at the BBC elsewhere
in this edition. - Ed.

The Egyptian Influence

have just seen David Drazin’s article

on Croquet at War (Gazette Issue 283,
January 2003). He may be interested to
know that the late Dr Brian R.
Sandiford was a member of the Gezira
Club [Caire], 1 believe, before and dur-
ing the 1939-45 War. On his return to
England, he became the Secretary of
the Edgbaston Club in Birmingham,
with a club handicap of 1 (CA handi-
cap of 2, I think). He won the All
England Championships twice.

He was a delightful man and
responsible for the revival of that
Club. He played with a mallet with a
malacca cane handle - very whippy -
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and swung over the ball several times
before hitting (amazingly accurately) a
long shot. This was not regarded as
good style in the rather formal 1950s. 1
played him once in the last club round
of the All England in 1959, when I
wanted the peg with both balls, and he
wanted Rover with one ball only. I
thought I could not lose. He lifted his
ball to B-baulk and, after some swing-
ing, ran Rover at an angle from the
North boundary, came out at an angle
near the South boundary, turned
round and hit the peg with his next
shot! No wonder Croquet survived at
Gezira, Cairo.

He was a distinguished man; Head
of the Institute of Bacteriology at
Cairo, and Head of the Department of
Virology and Bacteriology at the
United Birmingham Hospitals. After
retirement , and by invitation, he was
Professor of Tropical Medicine at
Kuala Lumpur University.

John Meachem
Nassau, Bahamas

Shortest Game

play at Reigate Priory, a very friend-
ly, long-established one-lawn club.
In the singles championship recently I
lost -26 to Jamie Burch. The “match”

lasted 28 minutes.
I wondered whether there is any
record of fast completed match games.

John Hyde
Reigate

This beats my personal best by two min-
utes, but falls some way short of the record.
The late Richard Rothwell reported in this
magazine (Gazette 136, August 1975) of
his fastest result, at the Budleigh Salterton
July Tournament in 1937, in 16fi minutes.
The holder of the speed title, though, must
be William Prichard who beat his brother
Colin in the Championship  of
Monmouthshire (possibly not a serious
event) in 1972, The first game lasted 11
min 6 secs. - Ed.

A Vicious Game?

e need to dispel this notion that
Wcroquet is a vicious game.

Yesterday 1 had a good game
against Fred. He wired me, so I
jumped rover and hit the “tea-lady’. |
rolled him into the middle, split his
balls and jawsed him. Fred, who was
black and blue, later pegged out.

A vicious game? Not at all; just its
jargon.

Kevin Carter
Winchester

"1 jumped Rover and hit the tea-lady”
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Some explanation for those unfamiliar
with current slang:

According to legend, New Zealand
Test players John Prince and Roger
Smurfitt were playing doubles in an event
where one pair had dropped out. At short
notice, the two elderly lady club members
responsible for teas agreed to participate.
Expecting an easy exhibition game,
Murfitt cross-wired the opponents, leav-
ing a corner-to-corner shot. The first tea-
lady hit, Murfitt shuffled the balls back to
the same position, and the second tea-lady
hit.

The “tea-lady’ shot is that long corner-
to-corner shot which a player is forced to
take on when cross-wired by an opponent.
Much less vicious than the image conjured
up by Kevin. - Ed.

Automatic Handicap System

have just rediscovered all my old

handicap cards which would appear
to support the efficacy of our present
handicapping system, so I can now
produce a somewhat different per-
spective to David Mooney’s letter in
Issue 281. My cards go back to 1992
since when my handicap has gone
from 1 to -1. In the 12 playing seasons
that have elapsed I have played a total
of 318 handicap games winning 185 of
them, a winning percentage of 58%
that has been relatively constant over
all that time.

I have played 222 different oppo-
nents at tournaments at Budleigh,
Cheltenham, Eastbourne, Hunstanton,
Hurlingham, Nottingham, Roehamp-
ton and Surbiton. My opponents’
handicaps have ranged from -1fi to 20
and my percentage of wins seems pret-
ty consistent across the whole handi-
cap range. I have obviously played a
number of opponents more than once
but | do not have a 100% record of
wins or losses against any player apart
from David Maugham who beat me on
both occasions that we played.

For those of your readers with a
statistical bent, I would append the
facts that my mean winning score was
+11 and my mean losing score was -17.

These averages are not terribly mean-
ingful though as the distribution of
scores is heavily skewed. You will not
be surprised to know that I have lost
over 25% of my games by 26 but you
may be more surprised to learn that
my most common winning scores are
+2 and +17 (10% each).

David Magee
Cheltenham

Croquet in South Africa

The South  African National
Championships will be taking
place from the 22nd to 30th October
2004 in East London (South Africa).
This will be the first time that the
Nationals have been played in this
part of the world, the venue being St.
Andrews Croquet Club, which only
started playing croquet two years ago.
They have gone from strength to
strength and now boast some thirty
odd members.

The Western Province
Championships will be taking place in
their usual time-slot in March 2005
with the Association Croquet being
played from the 5th to 12th March at
Rondebosch and the Golf Croquet
being played from 14th to 18th March
in Somerset West. The Andy Knox
‘Snowbird” tournament will be taking
place, as usual, on the preceding
Tuesday & Wednesday 1st & 2nd
March with the following two days
spent in sightseeing and surprise
tours.

Carole Jackson (formerly Knox)
Cape Town, South Africa

Recycling Appeal

t occurred to me recently that many
of your readers will have an old
mobile phone or printer cartridge
tucked away in a drawer at home or at
work. What they may not realise is

that their unwanted items can benefit
the Roy Castle Lung Cancer
Foundation.

Old mobiles and empty printer car-
tridges can be recycled and the pro-
ceeds will be used to help fund vital
research into the early detection, diag-
nosis and treatment of lung cancer as
well as providing support for sufferers
and their families. With 38,000 new
cases of lung cancer being diagnosed
each year and 80% of those diagnosed
not surviving longer than 12 months,
lung cancer is the biggest cancer killer
in the UK.

But that’s not all. Recycling is envi-
ronmentally friendly too (mobile
phones and printer cartridges take
hundreds of years to biodegrade). So
you can help the Earth and support a
very worthwhile cause too!

Please help us continue our vital
work with lung cancer sufferers and
their families by donating old printer
cartridges and mobile phones from
home and work. For details just call
08712 50 50 50, visit our website
www.recyclingappeal.con/roycastle  or
simply drop your unwanted items in
the post to: Roy Castle Recycling
Appeal (EL), 31-37 Etna Road, Falkirk,
FK2 9EG.

Janine Drew

Fundraising Manager

Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation
200 London Road

Liverpool, L3 9TA

Hansard House Hotel
Budleigh Salterton

Devon
01395 442773
Beautifully Appointed
En-Suite Rooms
Croquet Players Welcome

www.hansardhousehotel.co.uk
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Obituaries

Douglas Strachan

The 1969 Test Team.
(Back): Douglas Strachan, Bernard Neal,
Nigel Aspinall, Roger Bray
(Front): Dudley Hamilton-Miller (manager),
John Solomon, William Ormerod, Maurice
Reckitt (CA President)

Douglas Strachan died in May after a
long illness which he bore with exem-
plary courage and dignity, supported
by his family and friends, and in the
countryside he loved.

Douglas had a brief but distin-
guished croquet career. In 1963 he
won the Championship of Ireland, a
success that was to be repeated four
more times. Ie was also to win the
doubles with his son Mark, then aged
11. In that same year he won the
Surrey Cup on his first appearance in
that event, which at that time was the
second invitation eight, excluding only
those who had previously played in
the President’s Cup. Not surprisingly
this was followed by an invitation to
compete in the President’'s Cup in
1964, and he played in that event three
more times, the last in 1968.

A Great Britain team was due to
travel to  Australia in  the
MacRobertson Shield series in 1969,
and Douglas was duly selected. He
performed with distinction, winning
eleven of his twelve matches; his only
loss was to Jack McNab of New
Zealand by +3 in the deciding game. I
was fortunate to partner Douglas in
three of his doubles; fortunate because
he was the perfect partner who could
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always be relied on to hit the crucial
shot.

Perhaps his most memorable feat in
that tour was to bring off a very diffi-
cult triple peel in the deciding game of
a doubles in which he was partnered
by William Ormerod. It was memo-
rable because William's clip was on
penultimate at the start of the break, a
fact of which the Great Britain team
was well aware, while William basked
in the sunshine enjoying his partner’s
display of skill.

Soon after, Douglas left the croquet
scene, having enjoyed a meteoric rise
to the top of the game.

Douglas was a man of integrity
with wide interests and many talents.
National Service was sandwiched in
between his education at Rugby and
Corpus Christi College, Oxford.
Characteristically, he was appointed
Senior Under Officer at Officer Cadet
School, was commissioned in the
Royal Scots and served in Berlin at the
height of the Cold War.

Douglas was extremely musical,
and at an early age excelled as a play-
er of the French horn. Only his
National Service prevented him from
playing in the National Youth
Orchestra.

At Oxford he became President of
the University Music Society as well as
stroking the College eight at the
Henley Royal Regatta; all this while
achieving a comfortable second in
Politics, Philosophy and Economics.
Such all round ability drew him to the
attention of Guinness in Dublin, and
thus began a distinguished career in
the brewing industry. Guinness was
followed by Grants of 5t James, and
then Showerings in Shepton Mallet.
For eight years he was Managing
Director of Allied Breweries. He held
many directorships and was vice
chairman of the Cheltenham and
Cloucester Building Society.

His active business life did not pre-
vent him from developing many other
interests, and he had extensive knowl-
edge of plants, birds, music, photogra-
phy and wine.

A memorial service was held in
Sherborne Abbey on June 10th. John

Solomon, our President and Captain of
the 1969 Test Team, attended with
Barbara, and Liz and | were also pres-
ent. The congregation numbered over
two hundred, a tribute to Douglas’s
immense popularity, especially in the
region where he had made his home
for many years.

Bernard Neal
David Jenkinson

The members of York Croquet Club
and of other clubs in the Yorkshire
Federation were saddened by the
death of David Jenkinson at the begin-
ning of May. David had been an active
member of the club for over ten years,
and had reduced his handicap to sin-
gle figures in that time. He was
always keen to play competitively and
would travel long distances for a
game. David was a country member
at Pendle and had the possibly unique
distinction of playing for teams in
three Federations (Yorkshire, Croquet
North and North West) in the same
season.

David was Yorkshire Federation
League Manager until recently, and
was for several years a York commit-
tee member, including a period as
Tournament and Match Secretary.
Throughout his membership David
made a valuable contribution to run-
ning the York Club, finally managing
our September tournament last year
despite failing health.

David’s strong personality was
always in evidence wherever he
played and he will be sorely missed by
all.

We offer our condolences to Sheila
and the family.

Julian Tonks
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Association Croquet Tactics

For Beginners and High Bisquers

No 7 - PRINCIPLES OF PLAY:
ACCURACY
by Michael Hague

he fifth and final Principle of Play

to add to Foresight, Use of the
Rush Line, Exploitation of Rushes and
Playing Straight Croquet Strokes, is
Accuracy. Accuracy separates the
sheep from the goats, the A class play-
er from the higher handicapped, the
World Champion from the A class
player. The more accurate the player,
the more exotic and imaginative can be
the tactics - multiple peels, ingenious
leaves and breath-taking hit-ins.
Accuracy turns a three-yard rush into
a dolly rush, the eight-foot hoop into a
controlled hoop run, the half court
roquet into a near certainty.

We all strive to improve the accura-
cy of our strokes; those who practise
regularly are likely to succeed in doing
s0. But even then, most of us have our
limitations and cannot realistically
aspire to reaching the dizzy heights of
those at the very top. The High
Bisquers may thus be tempted to
shrug shoulders at the principle of
Accuracy and think ‘Not for me yet’.
But in fact there are many ways in
which a High Bisquer can quickly
improve Accuracy, for instance by:

+ Learning to maintain concentration

+ Identifying the overriding aim of
each shot

+ Minimising avoidable and unnec-
essary risks and errors

+ Assessing risk and percentages,
and knowing limitations.

We will discuss each of these.
Concentration

t is difficult to teach players to con-
Icentrate. They must be crystal clear
that the most important shot in any
game is the next one and trained to
stalk every shot, even the simplest
hoop and the shortest roquet. How
often do we see players missing a short
roquet after making a long hit in or a
difficult hoop, or after a pause in play
when double banking, or at penult and
rover as tension mounts? They are not

as David Openshaw calls it, ‘staying in
the present’. This means thinking only
about the current shot and not about
what a good or bad shot they have just
played, or worrying about what sort of
leave to end up with on going through
penult.

If there is a nagging doubt in the
mind that you have not quite got the
right line of aim for a hoop run, or
someone has distracted you by mov-
ing in the periphery of your vision,
then stand back, re-focus and re-stalk.
If your opponent irritates you by
unnecessarily interfering during your
break, consciously force the negative
thoughts from your mind. To quote
David Openshaw again, ‘Develop the
right kind of thoughts by looking at
something that calms you such as trees
or the sky. And then focus on the suc-
cess of your next shot.”

Overriding Aim

High Bisquers with their more lim-
ited striking skills have at times
to compromise when playing a cro-
quet to ensure that they do not break
down prematurely. One or the other
ball involved may not end up in the
perfect position. In playing a croquet,
the striker must be quite clear as to
which ball is the more important to get
right, and focus on that ball through-
out the stroke. An obvious example of
this is the hoop approach, where the
SB (striker’s ball) must always end up
as close to the hoop as is safely possi-
ble. It is fatal to stop shot the pilot ball
well clear of the far side of the hoop for
a good rush only to have SB overrun to
a position from which the hoop cannot
be run. How often does a player,
when doing a Rover Peel, concentrate
on the ball being peeled, only to have
SB end up with an impossible position
for running rover? If the balls are cor-
rectly aligned for the peel, the front
ball will run the hoop; SB is still the
ball to focus on.

Sometimes, such as when croquet-
ing a ball to be a pioneer, the focus can
be on the croqueted ball, but usually it
has to be on SB. If we look at Figure 1,
the focus for the drive or stop shot can

be on the croqueted ball, Black, going
to Hoop 3. Here SB has only to come
to rest within easy roquet distance
from the pivot for the break to contin-
ue on to Hoop 2.

Figure 1 (left) : Red is well placed at Hoop 2 -
Blue can concentrate on placing Black well at
Hoop 3.

Figure 2 (right) : Red is out of position near
Hoop 5. Concentrate on placing Blue well, to
give an accurate rush on Yellow towards Red.

In Figure 2, we have a similar situ-
ation except that this time Red, which
should have been the pioneer at Hoop
2, is well out of position. The plan is to
dolly rush it to in front of Hoop 2. To
set up the dolly rush we will need to
rush the Yellow pivot close to Red.
This time when we drive or stop-shot
Black to Hoop 3 our focus is entirely
on SB to ensure it ends up with a rush
on pivot towards Red. Qur
Overriding Aim is to make sure we
run Hoop 2; if the pioneer at Hoop 3 is
a little bit out of position, we can deal
with that later.

Avoiding Risks and Errors

We have discussed at length in this

series of articles the importance

of thinking ahead and maximising the
use of simpler, straight shots over
manageable distances by applying the
Principles of Play and setting up the
4BB. This alone helps to minimise
risks and errors. Even so, the High
Bisquer will look back on almost any
game and remember mistakes that
with hindsight were totally avoidable.
If they were avoidable with hindsight,
then they were avoidable with
Foresight. Eliminate them and one’s
handicap starts to move in the right
direction. Let me give a few examples.
In Figure 3, Blue has a long take off

to Black that needs to be pushed near-
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Figures 3 & 4: Bad errors are
often avoidable.

(3) - Blue needs a simple
take-off to Black at 4-back.
Playing this to (A) on the left
of Black leaves no chance of
improving the position. Had
Blue gone towards (B),
there’s a straight rush to tidy
the position up.

(4) - There's no need to be
this far out in sending Black
to 3 (A). Take a moment to
check the balls are correctly

er to the next hoop (4-back) for an eas-
ier hoop approach. High Bisquers
may not always judge the strength of a
shot, which comes with practice and
experience. But for anyone to get the
direction so wrong that SB ends up on
the wrong side of the target ball, that is
acrime. From the left of the target ball,
the position cannot be improved how-
ever accurate the judging of the dis-
tance. The striker has not taken the
trouble to put the two balls touching
each other and/or aimed using the
arrow to the correct spot. If any High
Bisquers reading this do not know
how to aim the SB in a takeoff, they
should find someone in their club who
does, and practise what they are told.
If balls are not touching in any kind of
croquet stroke, the results can be dis-
torted and costly.

Similarly in Figure 4, to play a
straight croquet to place a pioneer at
Hoop 3 and end up so off line as illus-
trated, is equally sinful even though
SB ended up with a good rush on
pivot. The balls provide a perfect aim-
ing device: centre of SB - point of con-
tact with ball being croqueted - centre
of croqueted ball - target hoop - all in
one line. Aim the front ball of the cro-
quet at the target with similar care and
technique as used to line up the balls
to peg out. Then you can put the front
ball out of your mind; its direction is
certain. Just concentrate now on the
strength of the shot.

When playing a croquet, always
have an exact spot for one or the other
of the balls to end up on. Do not for
instance just roll up hopefully to a
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easy a point to play for.

hoop; rather pick a spot in front of the
hoop and focus to get 5B on it. It is
remarkable how quickly one’s success
rate improves if one does so. Similarly
when hitting a continuation shot off
court for a leave, pick a precise spot to
go off. It's good practice and avoids
that last stroke of your leave resulting
in SB being yards nearer to your oppo-
nent’s ball than you had intended.
When giving a contact in Advance
Handicap games, having successfully
left the other three balls well separated
on the boundaries it can be fatal to hit
the final continuation shot in the gen-
eral direction of corner 1 or 3 instead of
concentrating on hitting the flag. Just
aiming at the corner often results in
the ball going off just outside of the
corner, giving the opponent a dolly
rush to start setting up a break.

Assessing Risk and Percentages :
Knowing your Limitations

The High Bisquer should always be
looking to increase margins of
safety and reduce percentages of error.
For instance, having established a
break and especially if bisques have
been invested to do so, the High
Bisquer should play conservatively,
ensuring the opportunity to continue
the established break, trying not to use
more than one bisque if he breaks
down e.g. by missing a roquet.
Remember the advantages of having
an opponent’s ball as the orbiting
pivot; partner ball will be the pio-
neer/pilot at every other hoop where
more risk can be taken with hoop run-

aligned. As long as the peg’s| .
not in the way, (B) is just as| ,

ning with less potential penalty for
tailure.

A conservative approach means
respecting your own limitations. In
Figure 5, Blue has just scored Hoop 3
and is going
for Hoop 4
but the 4BB is
coming apart.
Striker  has
7zl decided  to
play a split
half roll send-
ing Black to
Hoop 5 and
Blue to Red
close to the
yard line. A skilled player might try to
get some form of rush on Red by going
close to the yard line at the spot
marked Z, and improve Red’s position
with a cut rush towards Hoop 4. The
High Bisquer may do better by going
to the area marked X, within ecasy
roquet distance of Red. This elimi-
nates any danger of going off south of
Red and having to take a bisque for a
roquet, followed by a difficult hoop
approach. If the hoop approach fails
(which is more likely than not), a sec-
ond bisque will be needed. Going to X
will allow the break to be re-estab-
lished using only one bisque if the
hoop approach fails, instead of proba-
bly two.

In Figure 6 (opposite page), at the
start of turn you see the opportunity to
set up a 4BB by roqueting Red on the
southern boundary, sending it with a
split roll to be Pioneer at Hoop 2, with
5B going to Black already at Hoop 1. 1
would suggest this is not the simplest
of plans for a High Bisquer. The prob-
ability of roqueting Red from that dis-
tance is low. Blue having missed Red
closely on the left or the right will end
up on the west side of it. After taking
the bisque, the split roll to follow is not
an casy shot. A better solution is to
send Blue off carefully to the east of
Red, take the bisque and rush Red well
south of Hoop 1. Now a straight stop
shot will send Red to be pioneer at
Hoop 2 and drop SB off near Black at
Hoop 1.

In Figure 7, we have the same situ

I
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Left: You're shooting at a yardline ball from an angle. A near miss from the right leave the striker’s ball at

give a nice rush to Black for a bisque.
your ball comes on to the right of the

(A). Deliberately aiming wide sees the striker’s ball come back on at (B). In Example 6 (below left), this would

In Example 7 (middie), you can shoot at the yardline ball in comfort -
object ball in any case, giving the rush over for just one bisque.

Figure 8 (below right): here's the importance of pre-planning, and picking an exact point. Play the take-off to
point (B), and you've a longish shot at the opponent’s two balls. Fix point (A) as your target - from square-on

you've a much better target to aim at.

Finally Figure 8 reminds us
that when taking off to
roquet balls in contact or
laid up for a rush, we

= o should make sure that the
continuation shot will be at
a double target. From posi-
© B | tion A, the probability of a

A O | roquet is 20% greater than
from position B.

We have given the
Principles of Play a good
airing. It is now time to
move on and use them. In

ation except that Blue is starting from the west boundary.
In this case, you can have the same plan but you may shoot
at Red: from that angle, a miss on the right or the left will
leave SB on the east of Red, with the desired rush to south
of Hoop 1.

the next and last article in this series we will do so, to estab-
lish a 4BB with bisques.
“What is a bisque used for?”

My first question to you will be

WOODLANDS CROQUET

SUNSHINY BALLS CHOSEN FOR THE 2003
MacROBERTSON SHIELD AND THE PRESIDENT’S
cup

THESE NEW CA CHAMPIONSHIP APPROVED BALLS
AVAILABLE NOW IN PRIMARY & SECONDARY
COLOURS

INTRODUCTORY OFFER £117 per set

OTHER BALLS
BARLOW GT

£139 per set
CARDEN CROQUET BALLS

160z £46; 120z f41; 7oz £36
Postage packing and insurance adds £5 per set.
PPl on multiple orders at special rates.

MALLETS, HOOPS, WINNING PEGS, FLAGS AND @
CLIPS AVAILABLE AT KEEN PRICES.
CROQUET SETS FOR GARDENS AND HOTELS.

Advice available from John Beech by phone.

Send for a full list of Top Quality Croquet
Equipment & Sets.

Woodlands Croquet, Woodlands, Skipton Road, O
Barnoldswick, BB18 6HH

Phone/fax 01282 813070

English Croquet Week
West Palm Beach, Florida

5-13/16 February 2005

Enjoy a winter holiday in the sun playing association croquet in
America. Next years tournament will include a top class event
run in parallel with other class and handicap events suitable for
most players. US association players will also participate.

Highlights:

= 8 or 11 night options
* Minimum of 5 full days of croquet on immaculate lawns
- International scheduled economy flights and all transfers
* 4% hotel on a bed and american breakfast basis
* Free time to relax or sightsee (11 night option)

- Average daytime temperature 76°F

Prices from £949 *

* Per person based on three people sharing a room for 7 nights including early
booking discount Single supplements apply. Excludes airport tax and travel
insurance. Extensions and upgrades are available, ask for details.

Tel: 01825 740262 www.diplomatic.co.uk
Play the World (A division of Diplomatic Travel Ltd)

Coach Lane, Danehill, East Sussex, RH17 7))
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THE CROQUET ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Victory (Services) Club on Saturday 11 October 2003

Present:
JW Solomon (President) - in the Chair
RQ Barrett (Chairman, Council)
Dr IG Vincent (Vice-Chairman, Council)
Dr RW Bray (Treasurer)
Prof. Bernard Neal (Vice President)
AJ Oldham (Vice-President)
NR Graves (Secretary)
and 31 Associates

OPENING ADDRESS

The President welcomed all chose present to
the Meeting and chanked them for their
Support.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Rurger
Beijderwellen, Don and Faith Gaunt, John
Grant, Hamish Hall, James Hawkins, David
and Eileen Magee, Bruce Rannie and Greta
Stringer.

2. MINUTES

The Minutes of the Annual General
Meering held on 12 October 2002 were
signed as a true record of that Meeting.

3. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

The Chairman had distributed the fol-
lowing report before the meeting, and ques-
tions were invited.

Council’s Report to Members at the
2003 AGM

After last year's AGM, Council agreed the
principal tasks that our commiccees would
try to accomplish in 2003. Here is our end-
of-term report on chese tasks and other work:
we have had successes, but in some arcas it is
taking us longer than we anticipated to get
results.

Administration - keeping np with information
technolagy

A Health and Safecy policy has been agreed.
An IT sub-committee has reviewed the CA’s
hardware and software. Ic has already made
some recommendations and work should be
completed shortly.

Coaching - trying to cut the cost of some conrses
A number of successful courses were held
including Advanced, Silver, Bronze and for
Improvers, as well as Coaches Qualifying
Courses for both association and golf cro-
quet. In 2004 we hope to be able to offer
more qualification courses, funded partly by
the CA so thac cthe cost for coaches artending
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them can be reduced. The revision of the
Association Coaching Manual and work on
drafting an equivalent one for golf croquer
are both behind schedule.

Development - major grants being taken up
Tangible evidence of Council’s intention to
assist four-lawn clubs in their development
was illustrated with our approval of a major
grane and loan to Sidmouch as they embark
on levelling and relaying three of cheir
courts. A major grant to Taunton supporced
their application to the Lotrery, which has
enabled them to build three courts at a new
sporting complex. We have also assured
Pendle chac top priority will be given to
their application for financial assistance
when their endeavours to find a new ground
reach fruition. Smaller grants were made to
Bristol and Sussex County. The survey of
Federations was updated and we know of the
needs of those clubs that responded to the
questionnaire sent to all clubs as a follow-up
to the Club Conferences. A Skills Register
of members has been started and the CA can
already offer a limited consultancy service to
clubs seeking advice about any aspect of
recruitment or how best to develop the club
and satisfy their members’ needs. We intend
to expand this service. The CA is now a
member of the Sports Turf Research
Institute and some clubs have taken advan-
tage of its inspection service. The lawns at
Budleigh Salterton have improved signifi-
cantly this year (grant-aided by the CA). So
far no appointments of Regional Officers,
financed directly from the CA, have been
made. We welcome enquiries from any
member interested in helping to develop
croquet in their region.

Equipment - craquet balls officially approved
There are now CA-approved balls, in both
colour sets, manufactured by Barlow,
Dawson and Sunshiny; also Willhoice firse
colours are approved. Progress has been
mace with a new ball approval protocol but
completion is scill some way off.

Golf Croquet - the attractions are increasingly
being recognized

Most clubs now recognize that the golf game
is an atcractive variant of croquet for many of
their members. The automatic handicapping
system for the game is now run in and oper-
ates well if clubs follow the published guide-
lines for setting initial handicaps. There is
still scope for more competitions. Entries are
unbalanced at north/south venues and we are
tinding there is lictle demand for tourna-

ments offering a mix of golf/association
games. A top-level event has been intro-
duced (Selectors Weekend) to encourage our
players to prepare for international competi-
tion. Work to publish one set of golf croquet
laws for all levels of play worldwide contin-
ues via the World Croquer Federation Rules
Committee. It seems unlikely that interna-
tional agreement will be reached in the short
term as national governing bodies are reluc-
tant to compromise on long-established
rules of play. The CA has set up a commit-
tee to organize the Gch WCF World Golf
Croquer Championships based at Southwick
from 20ch-27¢h June 2004.

Handicapping - an cventful year

The Handicap Guidelines and Procedures
has been revised. Copies have been circulac-
ed to member clubs and handicappers, and it
is also available on the CA website. The list
of handicappers has been updated so that
only active handicappers are included.
Procedures and criteria for the appointment
of handicappers have been agreed and new
handicappers are being appointed. We hope
that chere will be a registered club handi-
capper in each member club by the end of
2003. In response to players’ concerns, the
CA is monitoring the operation of che
Automartic Handicapping System (AHS) for
The CA and the
World Croquet Federation are working

the association game.

together to provide a mechanism whereby
national handicaps can be converted, so
enabling players to include handicap games
overseas within the AHS. We continue to
consider how best to handicap the one-ball
game.

International - preparing for wajor interna-
tional events

The preparation of the MacRobertson Shield
GB team included two of the doubles pairs
playing togecher in the 2003 Opens, and a
weekend of doubles and team discussion ar
Rochampton. All members of che team will
prepare by playing in the President’s Cup,
which has been moved to October so that it
is close to the MacRaob itself. The CA will
host the WCF World Golf Croquet
Championships at Southwick in 2004 and
we have presented to the WCF derailed pro-
posals for the 2005 WCF World Association
Croquet Championships which will be held
at Cheltenham. The CA has nominared
David Openshaw for the position of
President of the WCE  No special coaching
has been given to juniors this year.
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Laws - reviewing the role of assistant referees
The Basic Laws of Association Croquet pub-
lication has been written and will be pub-
lished shortly. The role, training and exam-
ination of assistant referees are being
reviewed. Self-training material for new ref-
erees is being prepared for publication on che
CA website. We plan to recruit more exam-
ining referees.

Marketing - Shop sales up and lots of help for
clubs 1o recruit members

A leaflet promoting CA clubs has been pro-
duced for discribution by Jaques and ocher
parties, including che CA Shop, that are in
contact with potential club members. A
booklet titled A guide for new croguet players
has been developed and will form part of che
membership canvassing kit we aim to make
available for clubs in 2004. The CA Shop
continues to thrive under Jeff Dawson and
turnover is running well ahead of the equiv-
alent amount last year. Our newly appoint-
ed Press Officer, Pac Francis, is working with
Federations and clubs to improve publicity
about croquet at regional and local levels,
We have started work on producing a leaflec
advertising the benefits of CA membership
for individuals and clubs.  Individual
Associate and Club membership of the CA
are both down a lictle on last year: 1575 and
114 respectively. In 2003 Lincoln Unic
Trust Managers sponsored the CA Fixtures
Calendar and some prestigious CA tourna-
mernecs.

Publishing - website and Gazette improvements
Improvements have been made to the CA’s
website: the CA Shop is now fully on-line
including accepting credit card payments;
search facilities are more flexible; the histo-
ry/news/technical sections have been reor-
ganized following user feedback, and
archives for 2001 and 2002 are in place;
there are more down-loadable forms.
Publishing selected Guzette content on-line
is still planned but is dependent on volun-
teer effort available. The Gazerte editor,
James Hawkins, has started to produce pull-
out Tournament Digests and readers have
welcomed chis. Readership surveys are
planned for the Gazetre and websice. Don
Gaunt is preparing a ncw bookler for CA
publication in 2004 covering alternative and
entertaining croquer games.

Tournaments - what to do with the Ladies?
The CA Fixtures Calendar was again pub-
lished on schedule due to the sterling effores
of Nigel Graves. The Open Championships

were held at Cheltenham very successfully;
the Cheltenham club will also be the venue
for the Opens in 2004. In general, CA tour-
naments are being well supported; however,
entries for the various Ladies events are still
poor and we are considering what action to
take. We have yet to address how to encour-
age more entries to the initial qualification
rounds of the All England Handicap
Championship as entries remain fairly static
at around 300 competitors.

CA Conferences - swseful for members and
Conncil

Two club conferences were held during the
year - at Cheltenham and Huddersfield.
Council members also attended Federation
meetings in the South East and East Anglia.
These occasions provided opportunities for
members to discuss with Council the various
initiatives being planned to develop the
game. Our President, John Solomon, sug-
gested the conferences, and the feedback
they provided to Council members was very
useful. It is helping us to compile the CA’s
Strategic Development Plan, a necessary
document if we are to give proper help ro
clubs trying to obtain funds from chird par-
ties. We hope to repeat the conferences every
two years.

Chairman retires

I am now retiring after six years on Council
- two of them in the chair. I rake this oppor-
tunity to thank everyone who helped the
Council to achieve quite a lot in, I hope,
quite an enjoyable way.

4. ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR TO
31 /12/2002 & TREASURER'S REPORT

The Treasurer presented che Accounts for the
year to 31 December 2002, and gave a brief
report. The Accounts were approved nem.
con.

5. ELECTION OF TREASURER
There being no other nomination, Dr RW
Bray was duly re-elected as Treasurer,

6. ELECTION OF
ACCOUNTANTS

Proposed by WH Arliss, seconded by Dr IG
Vincent, Marian Hemsted was re-elecred as

REPORTING

Reporting Accountant for the current finan-
cial year nem. con.

7. ELECTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

There having retired under Rule 18(a)i)

Messrs DJF Gurney, RF Hoskyns and DW

Trotman by rotation, and HM Hall having
given notice of his resignation from Council,
there being two unfilled vacancies last
year,the number of vacancies on Council was
SIX.

Messrs Hoskyns and Trorman sought re-
eleccion under Rule 18(a)i). Three other
nominations had been received as follows:
Dr JC Ruddock proposed by Mrs MW
Currie and seconded by RA Welch

Mr BPE Fisk proposed by Dr IG Vincent and
seconded by D] Magee

Mr JP Dawson proposed by WR Wood-Roe
and seconded by G Curtle

As there were five candidates for the six
vacancies on Council no election was neces-
sary, and the meeting declared these five peo-
ple elected to Council.

8. BENEFACTORS' BOOK
The Secretary read the names in che
Benefactors” Book.

9. PRESENTATION OF THE APPS AND
STEEL MEMORIAL BOWLS

The Apps Memorial Bowl for the most
improved male player of 2002 had been
awarded to Rucger Beijderwellen of Sussex
County Croquet Club. The Steel Memorial
Bowl for the most improved female player of
2002 had been awarded to Greta Stringer, of
Nailsea & District Croquet Club. Neither
recipient was able to be present to receive the

award.

10.PRESENTATION OF CROQUET
ASSOCIATION DIPLOMAS

The Seccretary announced the award of
the Diploma to the following:
Whitford Harris TaylorAuckland
John Grant Belsay Hall
Jolyon Kay Blewbury
Mike Sandler
Joyce Goodhart
Mary Goodhart
Bunny Porter

Bowdon

Budleigh Salterton
Budleigh Salterton
Budleigh Salterton

Dennis Porter Budleigh Salcerton

Alec Coleman Caterham
John Gilbert Caterham
Bill Mell Huddersfield
Donald Beck Medway
Roy Ware Ramsgate

Neil Williams

Pam Overton

Westmorland
Woodhall Spa
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Those present at the meeting received their
diplomas from the President.

11.ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Alan Oldham reported that he had recently
visited Brian Macmillan, the Associarion’s
tirst Commercial Agent, who was now living
in a nursing home suffering from mild
dementia, and found him in good spirits.

12.PRESIDENT’S CLOSING ADDRESS
The President thanked Quiller Barrett for

his service to the Association both as a mem-
ber of Council and as its Chairman for the
past two years. He commended the work of
Council and thanked its members, particu-
larly those who chaired committees, for their

Notice of Meeting

The Annual General Mceting of The
Croquet Association will be held at the
Hurlingham Club on Saturday 16 October
2004 commencing at 5 p.m,

AGENDA

1. Election of President to succeed John
Solomon Council propose Professor Bernard
Neal, who has expressed his willingness to

Serve.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on
Saturday 11 October 2003. These are pub-
lished in the current issue of The Croguet
Guazelte no, 292, (August 2004). Copies will
be available at che meeting and will be sent
ro Home Members on written request to the
Secretary.

3. Chairman’s Report.

4. Accounts for the year to 31 December
2003 and Treasurer’s Report. These accounts
and a brief commentary were published in
The Croguet Gazette, no. 291, (June 2004).
Copies will be available at the meeting and a
more comprehensive report will be sent to
Home Members on written request to the
Secretary.

5. Election of Treasurer.
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efforts. He utged more members to come
forward to assist in the adminiscration of the
Association. He thanked those present for
attending the meeting, which provided
them with the opportunity to participate in
He then
expressed his wish to retire before the next

che affairs of the Association.

Annual General Meeting from the position
of President of the Croquet Association
which he had been proud ro fill for the past
21 years. A vote of thanks to him for his
prolonged and distinguished years of service
was proposed and carried by acclamation.

There being no further business, the meeting
closed at 12.15.

Dr RW Bray offers himself for re-election.
6. Election of Reporting Accountant.

T Election of Council Members.

The following five members retire by rota-
tion under Rule 18 (a)(i):

Messrs AG Fathers, J Isaacs , DK Openshaw,
Prof. A Pidcock and Dr IG Vincent.

One further vacancy arises from the resigna-
tion of Dr JC Ruddock, and there is one fur-
ther unfilled vacancy.

All reciring members seek re-election under
Rule 18(a)(i).

One other nomination has been received as
follows:

Mr IC Parkinson proposed by AJ Oldham
and seconded by WH Arliss.

Consequently there are six candidates for the
seven vacancies on Council and an election
will not be necessary.

8. Motion Of The Council
That Rule 29, which currently reads:

29 BANK ACCOUNT

A bank acconnt shall be maintained in the nane
of the Association. All cheques shall he signed by
at least rwo persons nominated by the Council from
time to Linie.

be replaced by:

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 2005

Council has approved the following
subscription rates for 2005:

CATEGORY OF MEMBERSHIP  Sub

Full - Single (T) £30
Joint (T + T5) £48
Non-Tournament - Single (N) £18
Joint (N + NS) £25
Junior (J) £7.50
Overseas (0) £30

Member Club (per capita) £6.35

29 BANK ACCOUNTS

The Council shall maintain in the name of the
Assoctation such bank accownts av it deenis neces-
sary. The person or persons authorized to operate
these acconnts, to sign cheques and make other pay-
ments in vespect of them shall be as determined by
the Canncil from tine to time. Dhese provisions
shall be veviewed by the Council at least once a
year including immediarely following the Annnal
General Meeting, The persons so anthorized shall
keep acconnt of all veceipts and disbursements for
which they are responsible.

9. Benefactors” Book.
The names of the Benefactors will be read.

10. Presentation of the Apps and Steel
Memorial Bowls.

11. Presentation of Croquet
Association Diplomas.

12 Any other business.

13, President’s Closing Address.

Nigel Graves
Sccretary
1 August 2004

Committee Reports

CA Coaching Commiittee

hree successful coaching qualifica-

tion courses were held this year.
Two have already been reported in the
Gazette (Issue 291, June 2004): for
Hurlingham, where 17 CA members
were successful in obtaining their Club
Coach certificate and badge, and for
Middlesbrough on the same weekend
when 11 players from North West
Federation, Yorkshire Federation and
Croquet North attended and also were
awarded their certificates and badges.
The third coach qualification course
was held at Cheltenham on Saturday
22nd and Sunday 23rd May, organised
by David Magee, which was unfortu-
nately very poorly attended. However,
three CA members obtained their cer-
tificates and badges at this course.

Coach of the Year 2003

Daphne Gaitley was named Coach of
the Year for 2003. Daphne, a member of
Sussex County Croquet Club, has been
coaching for 5 years and is also
extremely active in East and West
Sussex in assisting other clubs within
that Federation. Daphne is an excellent
instructor who inspires her pupils with
her enthusiasm and lively approach
and the standard of her coaching abili-
ties was recognised when she was
selected as a member of the directing
staff for the 2003 Coach Qualification
course. Daphne followed Michael

Hague who was nominated Coach of
the Year for 2002. Michael Hague has
been the prime mover in the introduc-
tion of the new Coach Qualificaion
course, having written most of it and
delivered the original courses at
Surbiton, Southport and Cheltenham.
This course is now accepted by the
Croquet Association as an essential part
of learning how to coach, whether for
Association Croquet or Golf Croquet.
All who have participated in these
courses are better skilled in putting
over the material to their students.

The Coaching Committee would
like to receive nominations from Clubs
and Federations for Coach of the Year
for 2004. Names of prospective nomi-
nees, with details of their qualifications
and experience, should be sent to the
Chairman of the Coaching Committee.
From September, this will be Brian Fisk,
who takes over as Chairman when I
retire from Council later this year.
Brian's address is 7 Woodfield Drive,
Winchester, Hampshire SO22 5PY. His
telephone number is 01962 865458 and
his email address is bfisk@dircon.co.uk

Bob Whitaker
Chairman, Coaching Committee

CA Publishing Committee

1. Publication of the Gazette has
changed to even-numbered months; the
February issue contained an extensive

MacRob report and a pull-out 2003
results supplement. The Centennial edi-
tion appeared almost 100 years to the
day.

2. A Reader Survey, covering both
magazine and website, has been issued
and data are being analysed.

3. The ‘interactive’ Fixtures Calendar
was successfully introduced, with facil-
ities to link with diary-management
software. The next stage will be serious
consideration, by all committees
involved, of on-line tournament entry
and payment,

4. "Advice for Clubs’ has been added
under the expanded Technical &
Articles section.

5. Committees have been asked to sub-
mit news and/or Minutes to the web-
site, but few have chosen to do this.

6. Basic Laws are on website
(Association and Golf) and available in
boeoklet form from the Shop.

7. Publication is imminent of
Alternative Croquet (Don Gaunt), a com-
pendium of many game variations.

8. Assistance (mainly by Samir Patel)
was given setting up and maintaining
the Golf Croquet Worlds site, also
linked from the CA website.

Charles Waterfield
Chairman, Publishing Committee
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Telephone: 01359 270200

LOOKING FOR A NEW MALLET TO IMPROVE
YOUR HANDICAP?

CHOOSE AN MCP MALLET from a wide
range of sizes and weights, fitted with a
| traditional wooden shaft or the increasing-
I'L_L;-!- . » ly popular lightweight carbon fibre tube
with its amazing strength & torsional
rigidity. A range of grips and quality mallet bags are
also available. Alterations and repairs undertaken to
any mallet, please ring for a quotation.
Contact Mike Percival, The Laurels, Heath Road,
Hessett, Bury St. Edmunds, IP30 9B]
Mobile: 07780 677943
Web: www.croquetinallets.co.uk
Email: mike@croguetmallets.co.uk

The John Hobbs Mallet

The mallet that adjusts to your grip.

You set the handle to whatever angle best suits
your style of grip and swing,.

Optional curved bottom to 12”7 heads
Easily dismantled for airline travel

Light aluminium shaft, nylon shock absorber,
variable weight heads - see web site:
http:/ /members.aol.com/Hobbsmall

John Hobbs, The Lewins, Mayfield Road,
Rotherfield, E Sussex. TN6 3LS Tel : 01892 852072
Email: Hobbsmall@aol.com
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Tournament Round-up

Inter Counties Championship
Report by Sue Mackay

heshire won the 2004 Inter

Counties Championship with eight
match wins, losing only to Avon and to
Gloucestershire. Their team of Colin
Irwin, lan Lines, David Maugham,
Brian Storey, Lawrence Whittaker and
Jenmy Williams had done enough to
secure victory by the start of the final
day’s play, and they had six 3-0 wins. In
a double triumph for the north,
Lancashire, with David Openshaw
playing for the first time in many years,
were runners up with seven wins. The
second division trophy was won con-
vincingly by Suffolk, who had a total of
nine match wins. Their team of Peter
Allnut, Mark Avery, Steve Comish, Phil
Eardley, Martin Leach and Mike
Percival lost only to Glamorgan. At the
presentation the twelve winners as well
as the manager, Chris Williams, and the
tournament organiser, Bill Arliss, were
presented with bottles of wine from
Bellingham, the sponsors of the event,
and all the players had a chance to sam-
ple the Bellingham wines at a wine tast-
ing on the Saturday evening.

With Jenny Williams of New
Zealand now qualified for Cheshire, she
and David Maugham proved a hard
first pairing to beat, with David per-
forming a quintuple peel on the first
day and numerous triples. At Compton
on the third day, however, he was
heard to say on pegging out that it was
the best triple he had ever done. Patrick
Hort of Nottinghamshire had stuck in
penult using David’s ball; from having
to roquet a ball in the jaws of a hoop,
and with the other two balls in corner 2
and corner 4, he managed to dig out a
standard triple.

Cheshire’s first match was against
Sussex, last year’s Division Two cham-
pions. Sadly for Sussex they will be
back in that division next season as they
failed to register a match win, but their
deciding game against the eventual
champions on the first morning was a
cliff hanger. Colin Trwin did a TPO on
lan  Vincent, leaving Lawrence
Whittaker to 2 ball it round while Bill
Arliss practised for the upcoming
World Golf Crogquet Championships by
attempting to blast balls through hoops
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from long distances and incredible
angles - he almost made it! Meanwhile
at Compton Hertfordshire were playing
Darset on lightning fast lawns, which
made controlled play extremely diffi-
cult, and the victory eventually went to
Hertfordshire +1T, -1T, +1T. This result
later proved to be crucial, as at the end
of the competition three teams were
tied on four match wins for the other
two relegation places. A somewhat
depleted Middlesex had cleven game
wins and so will be in the second divi-
sion next season along with Sussex.
Hertfordshire and Dorset were tied on
twelve  games each, and so
Hertfordshire stayed up by virtue of
that +1T win on the first day.

To add insult to injury, in the last
match Dorset were double banked with
Hertfordshire at Southwick. Peter
Trimmer of Dorset was watching John
Gibbons of Hertfordshire do a triple
peel, when he saw John Irish peel
penult, roquet the escape ball and then,
forgetting he had done an Irish peel,
run penult again. Peter was naturally
unable to say anything and John's
opponents didn’t notice because they
were talking to Peter and had their
backs to the lawn! TIn the light of the
subsequent games tie with Dorset this
must have been particularly galling.
Plus One on Time will not be Dorset’s
favourite phrase. In their second match
against Avon in the deciding game they
were one ahead after time was called
and Alex Leggate came on to take the
final shot. He shot from B baulk at a
ball halfway down the lawn, missed
completely and ended up running hoop
4, which was his hoop! This levelled the
scores. He then dribbled 10 yards to his
partner ball and just hit it, took off to
hoop 5 and ran a 45° angled hoop to win
1T

Division Two had something of a
new look to it This year
Northumberland and the Channel
Islands were unable to raise a team;
instead a team from Norfolk played for
the first time, and thoroughly enjoyed
themselves with three match wins, and
three members of the old Channel
Islands team formed the nucleus of a
CA FEurope team with players from
Spain and Belgium. There was also a
CA Select team from England, largely

made up of local players from
Southwick and Compton. The CA
Select team and a severely depleted
Berkshire team only managed one win
apiece, but the CA Europe team had
eight wins and finished as runners up to
Suffolk. Captain Fernando Ansorena
was rarely without a smile on his face.
Fortunately for Glamorgan, who fin-
ished fourth behind third placed
Yorkshire (both on seven match wins)
the CA Europe team were not eligible
for promotion, which means
Glamorgan gained promotion despite
having to play both Sue Mackay (9) and
Liz Williams (20) on the last day.

The weather was kind, especially on
the Bank Holiday Monday, but torren-
tial overnight rain meant that the
Southwick lawns were flooded on the
final morning. Fortunately the club is
now well equipped with sweeping
implements and players who arrived
early were pressed into action to clear
the puddles. The rain then had the
decency to hold off for the rest of the
day. Thanks as usual are due to the
Sussex County and Compton clubs for
the use of their lawns, and for the
superb catering.  Special mention
should go to the good ladies of
Compton this year, who coped
admirably with the Water Board shut-
ting off the supply following a dramatic
leak. They served lunches in the cricket
pavilion but managed to produce the
teas lawnside with the minimum of
fuss. As usual the Counties was a won-
derful festival of croquet.

Men’s and Women’s Championships
Report by David Magee

he  Men's  and Women's

Championships  returned  to
Hurlingham for the first time in nearly a
quarter of a century and the Club cer-
tainly put on its best bib and tucker to
celebrate the occasion. If you have
never been to Hurlingham you certain-
ly should make a point of entering one
of the Club's tournaments as the place is
a delight. Their legions of ground staff
ensure that all the flower borders are
always at their best and if you get
despondent with your performance at
any time there are plenty of quiet shady
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areas where you can go and contem-
plate the meaning of life, the universe
and everything. Anyway, enough of
the advert and back to the
Championships. This year the Singles
events have been separated from the
Doubles Championship which will be
held at Nottingham at the end of July.
This meant that the Championships
were reduced to four days for the Men
and (strangely) three days for the
Women. The loss of the courts on the
cricket square at Hurlingham from
Friday onwards meant that the event
had to be multi-venue, using the courts
at Roehampton and Parsons Green
which certainly tested the manager’s
ability to keep abreast of things.

This year the Mens Championship
was sponsored by Simon Carter and the
prize money on offer had attracted a
strong field of seeds with all eight
ranked in the World's top 50 and which
included the current World Champion
and two former champions. Thursday
saw the start of some quick play. Chris
Clarke returned from Roehampton
before lunchtime to report his win over
Edward Dymock and also to report that
he was not the first to finish. Stephen
Mulliner in his inimitable fashion had
rushed in, recorded a very quick win
over Martin Haggerston and rushed
away again. In contrast Reg Bamford
did not turn up at all. Three hours of
frantic phone calls and a great deal of
good-natured patience from Cliff Jones,
his prospective opponent, saw the
match start four hours late. Having had
to forfeit the first game Reg was a break
down before he finally got going to
record a win. On Friday all the
Championship matches were played on
the front lawns at Hurlingham and the
standard of play rose in response to the
superb conditions with the peels begin-
ning to flow in abundance. The day
also saw a significant upset early on
when the number 1 seed, Robert
Fulford, lost in straight games to David
Openshaw, never having taken croquet.
Dennis Bulloch, the New Zealand Open
Champion and sixth seed, also lost to
Chris Daniels who is beginning to make
his mark on the tournament scene.
However, Chris quickly realised the
scale of the mountain he has vet to
climb when he was beaten quite con-

vincingly by Chris Clarke in the quar-
ter-finals. Peter Trimmer, last year’s
champion, also won his quarter-final
but his match against Stephen Mulliner
was a much closer affair, as the score +7.
+5 indicates. Reg Bamford was now
well into his stride. He had beaten Nick
Parish with a triple and a sextuple in the
previous round and even a failed sextu-
ple did not prevent him from winning
against Phil Cordingley. The most grip-
ping quarter-final match was that
between David Openshaw and Jeff
Dawson which in the twilight of the
evening eventually turned on David
conceding a lift shot because of a ham-
pered back swing to allow Jeff to run
out the winner. Saturday saw some
lovely play with Peter Trimmer beating
Jeff Dawson in three straight games, all
with triple peels to reach the final for
the second year running. Reg Bamford
had more of a tussle with Chris Clarke
losing the second game but still record-
ing three sextuples to set up the
prospect of an exciting final.

By now the Du Pre was well under
way with everyone fighting for the four
slots in the knock out which would con-
clude the event on Sunday. Having to
split the pool of players between
Hurlingham and Roehampton meant
that no one had any clear indication as
to which players were leading the field.
Tea time on Saturday saw everyone
regroup at Hurlingham and the realisa-
tion that there was still all to play for.
Stephen Mulliner was the first to seal a
place with some good wins followed
shortly thereafter by David Mundy, last
year's winner. The other two places
were only going to be decided by the
results in the final round of games and
once again it was time for will I, won't [,
should 1, shouldnt 1. In the early
evening Robin Brown and Dennis
Bulloch had to make a decision as to
whether to play each other to secure a
definite place for one of them or to hope
that Andy Davies lost his last match
which would mean that they both qual-
ified. Andy eventually won his match
to secure his place so Robin and Dennis
had to play and Robin had a good win
to make up the quartet.

I have deliberately left any mention
of the Women’s Championship until
now because | am forced to ask Where

were all the top ranked female players?
They were certainly not at Hurlingham
so we ended up with five women con-
testing the Championship. [ find it
incomprehensible that players turn
down the opportunity to add their
name to a Roll of Honour that lists
many of the best players in the history
of our game. [ wonder if the absentees
would be prepared to write to the
Gazette and explain their reasons as, in
fifty or a hundred years’ time, there will
be no footnote to say that someone
would/could have won the event in a
certain year, had they bothered to enter.
Even more perverse is the apparent fact
that the shortened duration and
changed format mentioned in the
Fixtures Book was as a result of a sur-
vey amongst those women who were
not present! Anyway, to return to the
actual event. Liz Fleming had a com-
fortable passage to the final beating
Eileen Magee and Chris Osmond on the
way. At the other end of the Draw, Sam
Symonds had a much harder struggle
and it was only when Deborah
Forrington accidentally pegged out her
forward ball that Sam was able to bring
her greater experience to bear to win the
first game +2. She then went on to win
the match in straight games.

Sunday brought the prospect of a
feast of croquet to be enjoved along
with liberal refreshments provided by
the sponsor of the Mens Championship.
The final of the Du Pre was the first to
finish with Stephen Mulliner beating
Robin Brown. Typically, he then had to
rush off (to fly to Edinburgh) so he
could not wait for the presentation.
Meanwhile the main finals continued to
enthral the spectators. In the Womens
final Sam Symonds won the second
game to take the match into a third but
Liz Fleming came through as
Champion with a final triple pecl. In
the Mens final Peter Trimmer won the
first game but Reg Bamford came back
strongly to take the next two games
with sextuple peels. Peter refused to lie
down though and won the next to take
the match to a decisive fifth game.
However Reg proved to be too strong
and took the final game with his sev-
enth sextuple of the Championships.
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The MGM Assurance 6th WCF World Golf Croquet Championship

Report by Bill Arliss

hose who had forecast a possible

end to the domination of the
Egyptian players in world Golf
Croquet had not allowed for the emer-
gence of a new star in the Egyptian
camp. Ahmed Nasr, 23, burst on to the
Golf Croquet scene and took the world
title, with a three straight wins over
New Zealander, Dennis Bulloch on the
final Sunday. Currently serving with
the Egyptian army, Nasr gave an awe-
some display of high accuracy and
high speed shooting that no other
player was able to counter.

The event started early on Sat 19
June with the Croquet Association
Open Doubles Championship. The
WCF had decided that they did not
want a doubles competition as part of
the world championship so the CA
held their normal doubles event prior
to the staging of the main event. .In
view of the support for the doubles
from many overseas players, the WCF
would do well to reconsider their
thoughts on this format before the next
world championship. The doubles
event was run as a single 13 point
game knockout but with one trial
exception: players had to win by two
clear points. When scores reached 6-6,
play continued on the 19-point route
until one side were two points in front.
The nineteenth hoop was regarded as
the “golden hoop” and 10-9 victories
were accepted.

On the form book it certainly
appeared that the two seeded pairs of
Mulliner and Bamford from the CA
ranks and Mik Mehas and Sherif
Abdelwahab from the USA should
have been the firm favourites.
However the English pair of Bill Arliss
and Derek Old managed to despatch
the Americans in the second round,
only to find themselves put out by
England’s Samantha Curry and John
Moore in the following round. The
tinal contested between Curry/Moore
and Bamford/Mulliner resulted in a
relatively easy victory for the
Curry/Moore partnership by 7-3.

The Organising Committee were
very fortunate to obtain a title spon-
sorship for the event from MGM
Assurance, a Worthing based compa-
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ny. Not only did MGM provide excel-
lent financial help for staging the
event, but also provided a new perma-
nent trophy for the Championship. In
addition several local companies spon-
sored individual lawns which paid for
the hire of the lawns and the referees’
expenses.

The Southwick members had done
themselves proud in preparing for this
championship. Each of the ten lawns
to be used had been provided with a
large scoreboard, which was manned
for every game in the championship.
The scoreboards also had a secondary
purpose as flagpoles for the country
flags used in the opening ceremony,
considerably adding to the general
colour around the grounds. That cere-
mony had included a parade of all the

The opening ceremony

Dennis Bulloch, Ahmed Nasr and Khaled Younis receive‘their winners’ medals .
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competitors behind their national
flags, this year representing 19 sepa-
rate countries.

The full perimeter of the croquet
lawns was surrounded by one meter
high safety netting. Even so, several
balls were not contained - two went
over the six foot wooden fence by lawn
10, one over the wall by the railway
and one we think over the wall by the
road never to be scen again. At least
two of these incidents were down to
our new world champion.

Play in the world championship
proper started at 9.30 on the Sunday
morning. Initial games were organ-
ised on an American block basis with
cight blocks of eight players, giving all
players seven best-of-three, 13-point
games, which were completed over
the next four days. Due to the number
of games to be played, four lawns had
to be used at Compton and two blocks
were transported to Compton each
day. A large training programme for
golf croquet referees had been run
locally prior to the championship,
resulting in about 80% of all games
being played with a ‘Referee in
Charge’.

Whilst most of the block games

went in accordance with expecta-
tions, there were a few very notable

exceptions. Inblock A, Khalid Younis,
the reigning world champion was
beaten two straight by our own David
Hopkins. Unfortunately David was
later beaten by Sherif Abusbaa from
Egypt, allowing Khalid to maintain
first place in the block on net games
won. In block B, former world cham-
pions Salah Hassan finished in first
place with six wins losing one match
to Italian, Paolo de Petra. Marcus
Evans from Nailsea also recorded 6
wins to take second place.

Block C also provided two players
with 6 wins, with the first place going
to Reg Bamford over Egyptian
Hazeem Mahmoud. Egyptian Walid
Salah made no mistakes in block D
with seven wins, whilst American
Stewart Jackson claimed second place
on net games from two other players
with four wins.

In block E, eventual champion
Ahmad Nasr finished top but again
with only six wins, losing to England’s
Roy Ware. New Zealand’s Dennis
Bulloch also recorded six wins but lost
on net games. In block F, Mohamad
Nasr, the twin brother of champion
Ahmad Nasr had a 100% record, with
Mik Mehas of the USA second on six
wins. In block G, England’s Derek Old
plaved superbly well to gain seven
wins, the top Egyptian lady player,
Mrs Naheed Hassan, finishing in sec-
ond place. In the final block Mrs
Monal Ali Mohsen, the second
Egvptian lady player recorded seven
wins including a three-game victory
over England’s Stephen Mulliner who
finished second.

The format for the final knockouts
was that the top four in each block
would enter a knockout competition,
with the second and first placed play-
ers in the block not entering the knock-
out until the second and third rounds
respectively. The bottom four in each
block also entered a second 