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Specific Questions and Queries
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6

Editorial

"ve had what someone with a coars-
Ier turn of phrase than mine might
describe as “a bitch of a month”.

You'll recall that I signed off the
last edition of the Gazelle by forewarn-
ing all contributors of my impending
change of address in August. Such
timescales are, of course, elastic, and
here I am, still waiting for the move.

By rights, 1should be unpacking
teacups and painting the walls in my
new house by now. The reason why
I'm not is largely because my cash-rich
buyers proved not to be, and pulled
out within a week of completion. At
that stage, I'd already put my furni-
ture into storage. So now, I'm having
to finish off the Gazette in a house with
no furniture.

Always a delicate and sickly child,
I never developed a taste for sleeping
rough. But my years of croquet have
taught me great resourcefulness and
adaptability. So here [ sit on a pile of
bubble-wrap, stirring my tea with a
door-key. I've developed a strange
stooping posture and a bleary gaze.
Needless to say, | plan never, ever to
move house again.

Things should improve once the
removal men return my possessions
tomorrow - and not before time, as
I'm down to my last pair of socks.

*

t's not the moving I object to, but the

waiting. Plan A was for me to have
upped and left by July. That would
have left me with a good couple of
months of croquet in a season where
I've been largely off the scene. Asitis,
the last five months have seen me giv-
ing (in total) one day’s Golf Croquet
coaching in Chester and six days fruit-
lessly pulling bisques at Bowdon.
There’s nothing more disrupting than
the threat of imminent disruption.

Being isolated from the tourna-
ment circuit, I've not been keeping
fully abreast of current thinking. So
I'm grateful for the returns of the
Readers” Survey, the results of which
are just starting to percolate through. I
dare say there’ll be some comment on
the findings in the next edition. In the
meantime, I've good news for those
who want to see more reporting of the
‘majors’, as this edition features
reports on the Opens, the Eights, and
some of the top Golf Croquet events.
Apologies, as ever, for not being able
to squeeze in more reports for those of
you who want them. It’s the same ol.d
problem of balancing diversity with
production costs, under the usual time
constraints.

Keep your contributions coming.
You know the address to send stuff to.
It's the same as ever.

: Wo L

'S THE IRISH GRIP. ER -
’LL COME TO YOU LATER, LOVE.

Chairman’s Column

Ithough 1 expect the CA AGM

and dinner to mark the retire-
ment of John Solomon as its long serv-
ing President to have taken place
before you read this, the publication
schedule is such that news of these
events must wait until the next issue
(though I hope that there will be infor-
mation on the CA web site,
http:/fwww.croquet.org.uk, for those
who want it before then).

I can, however, take this opportu-
nity to thank Bob Whitaker and
Jolyon Kay, who are retiring as repre-
sentatives of the South-West and
Southern regions, and as Chairmen of
the Coaching and International com-
mittees respectively. Although
remaining on Council, Jonathan
Isaacs steps down after four years as
Chairman of the Marketing commit-
tee, with a welcome upturn in spon-
sorship and publicity to show for his
efforts. '

Members of Council and others co-
opted onto its committees contribute
much in specific areas, but it is the
Secretary who coordinates their activ-
ities and translates their ideas into
practice, as well as being main point
of contact with the CA, for members
and the public alike. Nigel Graves,
who took on this role while the office
was still at Hurlingham and oversaw
its move to Cheltenham, has indicated
that he wishes to retire next year, so
we are now looking to appoint some-
one to take over from him. Whilst
knowledge of the sport and its players
would no doubt be helpful in getting
started, the essential requirement is
for someone who is able to work
largely on their own initiative and
with volunteers, who has experience
of general and financial administra-
tion and who is proficient in the use of
office equipment and productivity
software. Please see the notice on
page 9 and get in touch if you are
interested, or know someone who
may be.

Finally, T hope that vou have had
an enjoyable season, despite most
areas having had a lot more rain, and
hence grass on their lawns, than in
recent years, and that you winter well.

Ian Vincent
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Letters

Short Croquet?

discovered this undersized lawn
(above) while taking my grand-
daughter around Beckonscot model
village in Beaconsfield - no triple peels
here but they do play in all weathers!

Roger Staples
Middlesbrough

Cornish Croquet

fter nine years of effort, some-

times busy, sometimes frantic and
sometimes despairingly lethargic,
Cornwall Croquet Club is now almost
in operation. We have, at Porthpean,
on the seaward side of St Austell, one
lawn in working order and one lev-
elled and seeded but not playable
before next season. Our organisation is
still in the process of getting sorted
and we lack playing equipment, due
on loan from the South West
Federation. But at last we have a lawn,
a pavilion of sorts, one set of hoops,
peg and clips and three of second-
hand balls. And we have a substantial
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grant from the CA (much appreciated)
to help us with insurance, publicity,
security, line-marking, etc. Visitors
will be welcome. Try our website at
cornwall-croquet.org.uk.

We now have the hard work in
front of us, the recruiting, coaching
and retention of potential subscribers.
Our qualified coach is hors de combal,
our one A-class player lives a good
hour away and others suitable for
coaching recruits are few and far
between. Any help from eager visitors
to this delightful county would be
most welcome.

As far as recruits and their encour-

agement are concerned, | believe the
badges awarded to qualified coaches
have value in lending authority to
their endeavours. | have tried for some
years through the correspondence
columns of the Gazette and the good
offices of the CA Secretary to obtain
the same privilege for the same rea-
sons to referees. I understand that my
efforts have been met by the upper
echelons (details not available to me)
with apathy, procrastination and lack
of interest. My letters to the Gazefte
and to the CA Chairman have
remained uncommented on and unan-
swered respectively. A reasoned

refusal T could understand (perhaps!)
but the refusal to make any decision
except the decision not to make a deci-
sion I find extremely upsetting. Too
bad. It is time to stop moaning and get
on with the organisation of open days,
advertising, sending out leaflets, con-
tacting local TV, radio and press and
the encouragement of the extremely
co-operative and constructive owner
and grounds staff of Porthpean Farm
and Golf Club.

Wish us luck and come and see us
if you can.

Tony Backhouse
Chairman, Cornwall Croquet Club.

Golf handicaps

s an active coach of golf croquet

both in the West Midlands and in
South Africa, I make the following
points:

1. 90% of golf croquet is played
by club members who have little inter-
est in competitive play and value it
because it is more social and interac-
tive than association.

2. On both continents it is the
fact that the high bisquers (3 - 6) have
little interest (or insufficient skill) to
cope with the bisque system.

3. The growth of golf croquet
means that there is frequently pressure
on lawn space outside the larger clubs.

Now the confession:

In all but official competitive play,
i.e. CA events in England, provincial
and national events in South Africa, |
adopt a different form of handicap-
ping and the only reason I bring this to
your attention is that (a) the middle
and high bisquers like it and (b) it
speeds up games and eliminates the
need for ghastly time limits which are
invariably imposed just as games get
interesting.

Given that it is highly unlikely that
the really good players will ever be
present at such informal events, what [
do is to translate the difference in the
standard of the players into hoops, i.e.
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if a 4 plays a 2, the 4 starts the game
two hoops up. The game proceeds as
normal from corner 4 to hoop 1. The
lesser player knows exactly what
he/she has to do, and the better player
is on his/her mettle to get seven points
on the board first.

Recently in Johannesburg 1 man-
aged a weekend tournament from 9.30
to 4.30 on two lawns over two days,
and 134 games were completed with
no time limits.

What was interesting was that it
enabled me to assess inaccuracies in
handicaps which could be easily
adjusted in the course of the week-
end’s play.

This system is also being used in
the West Midlands for play at the
social level.

Am 1 a heretic and will I be excom-
municated?

Chris Bennett
Edgbaston

Practical Gamesmanship

his scene from the Yorkshire 2004
Open Golf Championship, held at
Ripon Spa in September, shows
Gamesmanship in action.

On the left is David Hopkins (All
England Singles and Doubles
Champion 2004). His is the “omnipo-
tent / intimidating” ploy - note the

England socks and sweater. Being the
gentleman he is, he succumbed to the
“sympathy” ploy, in company with
other England players!

On the right is a newcomer to Golf
Croquet, Dick Strover, who had a knee
operation two days before the
Championship began.

His is the “sympathy” counterploy
- note the battered golfing cap and
crutch. This worked like magic, and
he reached the semi-finals to be beaten
by an ex-World Champion.

Paul Strover
Sudbury

Anyone for Crochet?

In the course of recent correspon-
dence with our local authority over
lease renewal, we were addressed as
Middlesbrough Crochet Club. One
can only fear that this further reflects
the old-fashioned image of our sport?

Charles Waterfield
Middlesbrough

Not for the first time, T fear. 1 recall an
amusing letter to the Gazette aroynd 15
years ago, in which the correspondent
asked the then Editor (Chris Hudson) for
advice on patterns for making lace doilies.
- Ed.

Golf Croquet Rules

t has come to my notice that some

players are being told that if a ball is
placed in the hoop in order during an
additional stroke in handicap play and
the ball does not complete the running
of the hoop within that stroke, the ball
cannot score a hoop point for itself in
any subsequent strokes unless it first
exits from the hoop and starts to run
the hoop afresh.
This is not the correct interpretation of
the law 16 which states in 16(d) “No
point may be scored for the striker’s
side with the additional stroke”. The
act of starting to run the hoop is not
mentioned anywhere in law 16.

Bill Arliss
Chairman, Golf Croquet Rules
Committee

Apology

In the last edition of the Croguet
Gazetle, it was claimed that the termi-
nology of the “Tealady” shot derives
from a game played by New Zealand
Internationals John Prince and Roger
Murfitt. In fact, those responsible
were fellow NZ players Bob Jackson
and Joe Hogan.

The Editor apologises, both for this
confusion, and for the incorrect
spelling of Roger Murfitt's name in the
item.

ment and remunerated accordingly.

Please contact Ian Vincent (e-mail: lan. Vincent@nottinghan.ac.uk, tel:
0115-925-3664), or Nigel Graves at the CA Office, for further informa-
tion. Applications, in the form of a CV with a covering letter, should be
sent by e-mail or post to the CA Office to arrive no later than 15th

November.

the public and other bodies. The post is a substantial part-time commit-

pplications are invited for the post of Secretary of the Croquet
Association, to take over from Nigel Graves who plans to retire
next year. The duties involve managing the office, which is in
the grounds of Cheltenham Croquet Club; servicing meetings of Council
and the Management Committee; administering membership applica-
tions and renewals; liaising with member clubs and handling enquiries by
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Talent, Time or Tentative Help
What can you offer the Skills Register?

Hamjsh Hall initiated the question
above during his time as
Development Chairman in 2002-3.
Later he sent his survey to clubs asking
members to list their skills that might
be useful to the CA, Federations or
clubs.

Over two-dozen of you replied and
the committee is grateful to those who
volunteered. However we were look-
ing for more than coaching and refer-
eeing skills for which provision is
already available (although we did ask
for these skills too). Called a Skills
Register, what we were looking for
was meant to be far ranging.

Ideas for Fun Days and Corporate
Events were appropriate offers, as
were Target Marketing and Promoting
New Clubs. Also offered were
Management  Expertise, Finance
Advice, Ground maintenance, Hoop
setting, Recruitment and General

development ideas.

Is there anyone with experience of
applying for lottery grants or someone
full of ideas for fundraising at all levels
whether for small or large amounts?
Are there any Legal advisors who
could advise on a course of action if a
club needed it? Are there any
Archivists willing to advise? Is there

WOODILANDS CROQUET

something else you can do that might
benefit the game and its plavers?

The idea was to build a register for
clubs to seek help from the CA office
who in turn would direct the question
to an understanding helper/advi-
sor/expert. The advice would not nec-
essarily be sought or given free of
charge.

So, if you think you could help a
fellow member or club please contact
me, the current Development
Chairman, either directly or through
the CA office.

You do not need a survey form to
join the list.

Patricia Duke-Cox
Development Committee Chairman
0794 4487880

cup

COLOURS

OTHER BALLS
BARLOW GT

£139 per set
GARDEN CROQUET BALLS

Equipment & Sets.

Barnoldswick, BB18 6HH
Phone/fax 01282 813070

SUNSHINY BALLS CHOSEN FOR THE 2003
MacROBERTSON SHIELD AND THE PRESIDENT’S

THESE NEW CA CHAMPIONSHIP APPROVED BALLS
AVAILABLE NOW IN PRIMARY & SECONDARY

INTRODUCTORY OFFER £117 per set

160z £46; 120z £41; 70z £36
Postage packing and insurance adds £5 per set.
PPI on multiple orders at special rates.

MALLETS, HOOPS, WINNING PEGS, FLAGS AND @
CLIPS AVAILABLE AT KEEN PRICES.
CROQUET SETS FOR GARDENS AND HOTELS. @

Advice available from John Beech by phone.
Send for a full list of Top Quality Croquet

Woodlands Croquet, Woodlands, Skipton Road, O

Highlights:
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5-13/16 February 2005

Enjoy a winter holiday in the sun playing association croquet in
America. Next years tournament will include a top class event
run in parallel with other class and handicap events suitable for
most players. US association players will also participate.

« 8 or 11 night options

= Minimum of 5 full days of croquet on immaculate lawns
= International scheduled economy flights and all transfers
* 4% hotel on a bed and american breakfast basis

+ Free time to relax or sightsee (11 night option)

« Average daytime temperature 76°F

Prices from £949 *

* Per person based on three people sharing a room for 7 nights including early
booking discount Single supplements apply. Excludes airport tax and travel
insurance, Extensions and upgrades are available, ask for details.

Tel: 01825 740262 www.diplomatic.co.uk

Play the World (A division of Diplomatic Travel Ltd)
Coach Lane, Danehill, East Sussex, RH17 7JJ
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The Croquet Association

Report from Council to the 2004 AGM

1. General

Council met twice during the year, in
October and March; the December
meeting was cancelled due to lack of
business. This reflects the fact that
most decisions are now delegated to
committees, but concern about this and
the workload of chairmen who also sit
on the Management Committee has
resulted in a working party to review
the three-tier structure introduced in
1999.

The President, John Solomon, is retir-
ing at the start of this AGM and a din-
ner has been organised to thank him
for his long service. Bernard Neal has
been nominated as his successor. The
Secretary, Nigel Graves, has also indi-
cated his wish to retire and the oppor-
tunity is being taken to review the role
of this post.

Individual membership is essentially
static, but eleven clubs have (re-)joined
the CA to obtain the benefit of the Civil
Liability Insurance scheme that was
introduced this year. Individual sub-
scription rates are to be slightly
increased.

The strategic plan drafted last year was
adopted. Terms of reference for the

Major Grants Committee and
Investment Sub-Committee were
approved.

2. Administration

Packaged membership administration
systems are being investigated to
replace the current bespoke database,
to meet the needs of the office, shop,
website, Treasurer and membership.

3. Coaching

A workshop on sextuple peeling was
run following the introduction of the
platinum award for this feat.

4. Development

The grant application form is being
revised and procedures for considering
applications streamlined. Grants have
been made to Medway, Pendle and
Ramsgate clubs and the South and
South-West federations. Information
about Sportsmatch has been circulated
but no applications have yet been
made.

5. Equipment

Balls from three suppliers have been
tested for approval and their colours
measured. Further investigations have
been made into the playing characteris-
tics of hoops and encouragement given
for the production of a new cast-iron
hoop.  Advice is being given on the
construction of a proposed artificial
court, using the experience gained at
Bury St. Edmunds.

6. Golf Croquet

The Open Championship was this year
subsumed into the 6th World Golf
Croquet Championship and success-
fully run at Southwick June 20-27 for
the World Croquet Federation.
Sponsorship by MGM Assurance,
Bellingham Wines and others, the pro-
vision of facilities by the Sussex
County and Compton clubs and the
assistance given by members of these
clubs and other clubs in the neighbour-
hood is gratefully acknowledged.
Clubs report increased membership of
Golf Croquet players and the Grass
Roots and CentreStage competitions
were relaunched. Standards of play
have improved at the top level, a
coaching course run and a number of
new referees trained. We continue to
be heavily involved in the WCF Rules
revision, with the aim of ensuring that
the result is suitable for club as well as
championship play; meanwhile, the
CA’s interim Laws were revised to
track this process.

7. Handicap
The operation of the revised guidelines
1ssued last year is being monitored.

8. International

We  successtully defended the
MacRobertson Shield and the Solomon
Trophy, played at Heaton Park, but
cannot rest on our laurels. Plans are
well under way to host the Association
Croquet World Championship at
Cheltenham and other clubs next
August, taking into account experience
gained from the Golf Croquet one this
year.

9. Laws

An examiner’s handbook is in its final
revision, with the intention of making
some of the material available online.
Additional Examiners have been
appointed.

10. Marketing

A significant amount of sponsorship
has been achieved, both by the
Committee and various enthusiastic
groups and individuals around the
country.  Apart from the World
Championships, Bellingham Wines
were the principal sponsor, donating
prizes for several events, holding wine
tastings and wine for sale by clubs.
Several promotional leaflets and
posters were published and the profile
of the game raised through increased
PR activity, resulting in significant TV,
Radio and press coverage.
Commercial sales are at an all-time
high.

11. Publishing

The Gazette has reached its centenary
and the results of a readership survey
are being analysed; publication has
changed to even-numbered months.
The website continues to be developed,
with an interactive fixtures calendar,
but facilities for on-line entry and pay-
ment would require serious considera-
tion. Advice for Clubs and the Basic
Laws have also been added. A com-
pendium of many variations of
Croquet has been written by Don
Gaunt.

12. Tournament

In general, CA tournaments are being
well supported, but the entry to the
Women’'s Championship and Mixed
Doubles (held separately for the first
time) was poor and there were insuffi-
cient entries to hold either of the Ladies
Invitation events. Qualification for the
Inter Counties is being reviewed to
encourage the optimum number of 22
teams whilst ensuring that players
have a close allegiance to the county
they are representing,.

11






























