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The Croquet Gazette is published six times
per year, in February, April, June, August,
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Publication Schedule

Copy should reach the Editor before the 21st
of the month before publication is due.
However if you have something that you think

the Editor may be willing to expand this
deadline for please contact her direct before
making any assumption.

Email contributions, including tournament
reports should be sent direct to the Editor, or
copied to the Editor if they are being posted
to the Nottingham List. Digital images are the
easiest to work with, but coloured
photographic prints are aslo acceptable.
Please send digital files jpeg or tiff format
files. Please accompany all images with a
description of the subject of the picture. If you
require any material to be returned please
enclose an SAE.

Towrnament Reports & Results

Emailed reports are welcomed. Attachments
may be sent in Microsofi Word format, or text
format. Handwritten reports are no longer
acceptable due to the illegibility of most.
Queries regarding the delivery of the Gazette
to members should be directed to the Secretary
of the Croquet Association and not to the Editor.

The Croquet Gazette is printed by Billingham
Press, Central Avenue, Billingham, Stockton
on Tees.
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Chairman’s
Column

his year has started on a

successful note with Chris

Clarke winning the World
Association Croquet Championships in New
Zealand. Qur English representatives
performed exceptionally well and justifiably
demonstrated our strength as the leading
Association Croquet nation.

At the 2008 World Golf Croquet
Championships in South Africa, the
Egyptians again dominated the world stage.
However we are getting closer. Chris Clarke
and Stephen Mulliner both performed very
well and Reg Bamford got to the final.

At Council we discussed actions that
could be taken to raise our GC standards
enough to beat the Egyptians. A working
group, which includes Stephen Mulliner &
the WCF President David Openshaw, has
been created to come up with and implement
a plan to further raise standards.

By the time you receive this edition
Liz Larsson will have taken up her post as
CA Manager based at Cheltenham. I am sure
you will join me in wishing her the best of
fortune in this new post. I would also like to
put on record my thanks to Klim Seabright
for the service he has given the Croquet
Association during his 3 years in office as
CA Secretary.

The appointment of Liz Larsson
means that over half of the restructuring
exercise has been completed. Once Liz has
found her feet we will start to absorb some
of the external functions into the CA Office.
From June onwards the PR function will be
handled by Liz & during the summer some
of the bookkeeping work will be brought
into the office. In the autumn will be
appointing a second person to assist Liz and
hopefully prior to Christmas the CA Shop
will be transferred to Cheltenham.

Some may be confused as to who to
contact under the new structure. If'in doubt,
contact the CA office and they will direct
your enquiry to the right person.

At the last Council Meeting we held
an interesting debate on the CA Selection
Policy covering both Association & Golf
Croquet. As a result of the discussion a

revised policy is being drafted for
consideration and we hope to publish this
early during the 2008 scason.

Earlier this year Enfield Croquet Club
contacted the CA to ask for help in their bid
to gain Charitable Status. I was very pleased
to hear that this has been granted and was
even based on the old rules. This acceptance
could be important in that the Charity
commission have now accepted that there
are health benefits from playing croquet.

Whilst it would be dangerous to
assume that every new application will be
automatic, this decision is very encouraging,
and if other clubs wish to consider Charitable
Status can | suggest they contact lan Vincent,
our Honorary Secretary, for further advice.

Finally can I wish all of you a most
enjoyable season.

Jonathan Isaacs

Editorial

elcome to the slightly re-

styled issue of the Gazette.

The start of the season here
seems to have thrown some rather interesting
weather our way, and although it interrupted
some events, and produced an interesting
result at Surbiton (the snowman), some
events have escaped unscathed and the
season is now safely underway.

As you will see in the letters page the
whites debate continues; so do we have a
solution, or a decision - is anyone brave
enough to do that? Is the issue simply black
or white, metaphorically speaking of course.
Will it take a brave decison to change that
rule, or a braver person to challenge it on
the croquet court? By asking the question

3



THE CroQUET GAZETTE ~ ISSUE 313 Arrit 2008

have expectations of some players been
raised and others dashed, or will we continue
the debate ad infinitum, adopting our usual
passive positions? If nobody else expects a
response this season, I do. Otherwise [ see
no point in posing the original question. So
are we remaining all white, or are we
allowing colour into the game?

Unfortunately nobody has yet
volunteered to monitor the “Nottingham List’
for me, and compile any interesting items,.
so | am asking again, but this will be the final
time.

I have been saddened by the news of
the deaths of some players in recent weeks,
that I was fortunate enough to have met and
played. There seems to be some timidness in
forwarding obituaries. I would always
encourage clubs and friends to send
obituaries, as often we don’t see old friends
from one season to another and it is good to
share the news and to learn more about some
of the characterful people who play our
sport.

Starting with the next issue, Chris
Clarke, the current World Champion, will be
starting his regular column on ways to
improve your play. So thanks to Chris for
that, and in due course he will also be
interviewed, so if you have any question you
would like to ask please forward them to
me.

As yetall of my plans to hit a ball have
been thwarted, mostly by snow or torrential
rain, perhaps twenty two years ago when |
started to play, | would have persevered
more. One of my freinds accused me of
getting soft in my old age. My reply, “’less
of'the old, I still feel 19”. I'm just a bit wiser
now and not quite as waterproof as | used
to be - but the pull to play has definitely
returned and by the time you read this |
should have made a few breaks, hit a few
long shots and blamed my glasses for every
mistake [ made over a pint of guinness - old
age indeed!!!

Gail Curry
Editor

Late News

Lionel Wharrad, a Vice-President
of the Association, died on Saturday 12th
April after a short spell in hospital. He
was Chairman of Council from 1984-
1986 and elected a Vice-President in
1987. He was also President and a
founder member of the Surbiton Club.

Letters

Is white smart?
A; arelatively new croquet player,
nd a relative youngster by
croquet standards, | would like to support
the Editor's view that the time has come to
follow virtually all other sports and drop the
clothing rules that require everyone to wear
white.

In the season before last I was
browbeaten into wearing white clothing, at
considerable expense since it is not that easy
to get hold of. I did put up some resistance,
but nothing compared to what [ would have
done in my much younger days, to the extent
that I would probably have stopped playing
rather than kowtow to rules which to me at
least make no sense. | firmly believe clothing
is a barrier to attracting young players since
what young people do not want to do is to
be told what to wear.

The only reasons put forward to me
at the time were that it looks smart and that
it shows a sense of team spirit. T can accept
the argument for looking smart, but this is
not limited purely to white clothing and
indeed 1 am sure we have all seen people in
white clothing playing croquet who look
anything but smart. As for showing a sense
of team spirit, I could understand this if in
team matches we had a team colour. But how
is the casual observer to work out who is on
which team when we all wear white? And
clearly this is a non-argument for individual
competitions.

As all things change over time it is
inevitable that the old guard who favour
tradition over progress will lose the battle
and someday all over England croquet lawns
will be occupied with players wearing every
colour of the rainbow.

Lee Hartley.

Dressing down
So dear Editor, you see no problems
in abandoning the practice of
wearing whites. Allow me to enlighten you
A few years back, many employers
followed a fad known as “dress down
Friday”. All of a sudden, we were being
given a treat like school children; Friday
mornings became a torture of indecision as
to what to wear; and a competitive element

of the best dressed-downed person was
introduced. Tn practice, it proved easier to
dress normally on a Friday!. Women office-
workers must have reached a similar
conclusion, because they now solve these
problems by mostly wearing black. (Should
we experiment with men wearing whites and
women in blacks?).

If wearing whites is abandoned as a
result of your support of our Chaiman’s
suggestion, all my whites would become
redundant. T would have no alternative but
to send them to you both to dispose of! Our
replacement wardrobes would have to be
vastly bigger, because it would help
spectators, referees and double-banked
players no end if we wore a variety of two
coloured clothing to match the balls we are
playing with.

Lastly, we already have a small
foretaste of what may come. Thave noticed
the beginning of a practice on the part
of some men (including, [ regret to say, my
brothers) of wearing red caps while playing.
Years ago, a researcher discovered that men
who wore red braces suffered from
repressed sexual desires. Would this also
be true of men who wear red caps?
Rodney Parkins

P. S. Curse it! My elder brother, in
his capacity of selector of the Kent team
(of which T am one) for the Inter-Counties,
has bought team baseball caps displaying the
Kent motif. Guess their colour: ouch!

Oh so glad | bought navy blue for
Northumberland, the boys would never

Jforgive me. Ed.

Still being debated
I am writing in response to letters
in Issue 312 Feb 2008 “Change of
Image — Yes Please.” I would like to bring
to your attention letters written some 12
years ago in lssue 243 May 1996 (copy
below) titled “Whiter than White”. One of
which was sent by Len Hawkins.

Twelve years on and | am the said
wife, now widow, mentioned in his letter.
All the For’s and Againsts about wearing
white were covered in that May Gazette of
1996 and I have to report that the “All
White” rule still reigns supreme at
Ramsgate.

During this period | can recall two
problems regarding players’ appearance that
have caused the Committee concern. The
first was when a very keen new-comer
visited the club shop and purchased all the
correct playing apparel before being
accepted as a member. The second was

when a new young lady member appeared
on a club day wearing a white frilly see-
through blouse and white short shorts. The
men on the committee felt no rules were
being broken!! Before you hasten to join
Ramsgate to enjoy the scenery, that
particular lady has moved away.

Perhaps to “Change The Image™ we
should follow the All England Tennis and
Croquet Club at Wimbledon by Being
British and stubbornly sticking to the white
clothing, but have the Southwick Croquet
Academy invest in a COVERED court.

Zoé Hawkins

Let’s throw bisques away
I refer to John Baker’s proposal
(Issue 312 Letters) to give the
weaker player a number of hoops start
instead of bisques.

One of the advantages of bisque play
is that it enables the weaker player to build
breaks and thereby encourages them to
employ the sort of tactics that will help them
improve. In my opinion it also makes the
game a fair and interesting contest.

Advancing the clips and doing away
with bisques will make it very difficult fora
significantly weaker player to gain the
innings, let alone build and make a break.
Unless the clips are advanced far further than
the current handicap difference it will
significantly favour the stronger player and
will not in my opinion be a fair contest. On
the other hand if the clips are advanced too
far and the weaker player only has to make
a handful of hoops it becomes less like a
normal game of croquet than the bisque
game that John Baker so decries.

lan Parkinson
Chairman, CA Handicap Committee

Hoops or Bisques?

ohn Baxter's suggestion in the
February edition of replacing
bisques with a hoop headstart is an
interesting one and not without merit. There
would, however, be at least two problems
that I would foresee:
1. Learning the game
Whilst my handicap has now fallen to
2.5, 1 started playing handicap croquet at
my local club off a mark of § What the
bisque system allowed me to do was to learn
how to build and continue breaks, playing
an aggressive game with the safety-net of'a
couple of bisques. This meant that | was
able to get a significant amount of practice
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against better players. Had | been playing
level, especially with those approaching
scratch, openings would have been harder
to instigate (I couldn't join up then usec a
bisque to get in) and breaks become a lot
riskier (no get out of jail card if | break
down). Using bisques, high handicappers are
guaranteed lawn time in a game, giving them
the practice they need to improve. Even
complete novices will have the chance to run
a couple of hoops and experience the game.
2. Timed games

It can be frustrating for a low
handicapper to have to wait and hour or so
whilst the high handicapped player
monopolises the lawn through using their
bisques, but all but the very slowest players
will eventually run out and let the low
handicapper in with a chance of winning the
match. In the example that John used of a
0.5 v 14 there is a very real danger that the
14 could play a slow and deliberate tactical
battle to ensure that his hoop lead is never
extinguished. Slow play by high
handicappers can cause problems in
tournaments and 1 fear the problem would
be exacerbated through using a hoop
headstart.

With all that said, as a relatively low
handicapped player, the hoop headstart
would mean that I'd be engaged in the match
from the start, rather than after a long wait
punctuated by uprooting a few bisque pegs.
This would be an improvement, though 1
wouldn't get to read my paper. On balance
though, it is far preferable that high
handicappers wishing to improve are given
a chance to build a break or two through
using their bisques than simply 'giving' them
a few hoops.

Tim Lloydlangston

Calling North London croquet
players

he City of London has agreed to

promote a public croquet lawn on
Hampstead Heath. It will have modest
beginnings, with a small lawn (20 by 16
yards) in Golders Hill Park by the tennis
courts, but in time we hope it will develop
into an oasis in the croquet desert of North
London.

There will be a club, for which the
subscription will be modest, but non-
members will also be able to play for a small
green fee. The City will attend to lawn care
and equipment, but if the venture is to
succeed and develop into a club with one or
more full-size lawns, it needs players to use
it, to administer the club and to help

newcomers to the game.

If you live or work in North London
and would be interested either in using this
facility or, even better, helping with the
club or with coaching, please get in
touch, on 020 7406 1111 or at
heathcroquet@hotmail.co.uk. Alternatively,
come to the Open Day at the Golders Hill
Park tennis courts — provisionally scheduled
for 1.30 to 4pm on Sunday May 18 — when
there will be an opportunity to inspect and
try out the new lawn.

Gabrielle Higgins

Alternate Stroke Question

In the hypothetical case of playing
out of sequence in Alternate Stroke
Doubles that David Appleton raised on p5
of the last issue, the players appear to have
overlooked Law 22(e), which states that "If
the end of turn prevents a limit of claims
being reached, the limit becomes the first
stroke of the next turn”. (The wording, but
not the intended meaning in level play,
changed in the recent revision). Gail's earlier
out of sequence play, and the two breaks,
therefore stand, but Rob was correct to
forestall Gail's attempt to take her side's last
shot, as David should play given the
sequence established by Gail's previous
attempt.

Ian Vincent,

AC Laws Committee Chairman.

Is there an age record?

Brian Rees and T will be going in for
the Hurlingham men’s doubles with a
combined age of 161. I’'m not claiming this
to be a record, but please does anyone know
what is the age record?
Tony Fathers

Croquet’s image

Mr. David Turner in his letter ( issue
312 ) expresses a swell of concern regarding
Hurlingham’s application of their “whites
only” rule to competitors — surely an
unfortunate turn of phrase to use, particularly
at a time of modernising croquet’s image.

He continues (surely tongue-in-cheek)
with the surmise that the all white wear rule
for tournament players is one of sheer
snobbery to deter the hoi polloi from joining
croquet clubs. Which immediately brings to
mind the wonderful Groucho Marx one-liner
- ‘1 don’t want to belong to any club that
will accept me as a member’

Chris Hague
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News &
Information

The ‘BIG DRAW’ - a new way of
playing croquet

Lasl autumn, Crawley Croquet

Club were approached by a

lady from our borough council

to see if we would take part in "The Big
Draw". This turned out to be a scheme to

encourage members of the public to engage
in drawing as a way of becoming involved
in their community. Since our club plays in
a park belonging to the council and the park
is in line for a Heritage Lottery Grant (and
we are hoping for some upgrading of our
lawns and facilities) we said "Yes".

Various activities were due to take
place in other parts of the town but a local
artist, on seeing our lawns, decided that we
must offer the public the chance to play
"Crazy Croquet". His idea was to lay down
huge rolls of paper on our practice lawn and
let children make patterns by rolling tennis
balls dipped in poster paint across them. |
borrowed some garden croquet sets (as
regular mallets are too heavy for children)
he brought the buckets of paint and balls
and we waited for our customers. Almost
before the equipment was out the children
were there. So were their parents! No
attempt was made to play any kind of game
- the activity was fun enough.
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This spring a booklet has been
published detailing "Big Draw" activities that
have taken place all over the country. Some
of the participants were towns or cities like
ourselves, some were from schools and
universities and museum societies. The first
big surprise was that one of our photos was
chosen for the cover and inside was another
showing a lady enjoying the activity. Then
it turned out that Crawley was a "Winner"!
We had no idea that there was anything
competitive involved - we were just seeking
to publicise the game and perhaps pick up a
few new members.

It was not an activity that we would
seek to repeat but we hope it has given us
and the game a bit of extra publicity - that
can't be bad.

Things you will never hear them
say

On a recent Nottingham List posting
by Nick Parish, the following was offered.

You'll Never Hear Them Say:
Golf Croquet is the future - Rob Edlin-White
Live and let live, that's what I say - David
Maugham
No, there's nothing about that on the Oxford
Croquet website - [an Plummer
No more beer for me, thanks - that's quite
enough for one day - James Death (or Jack
Wicks, or Chris Farthing, or Russell
Bretherton)
That ball wasn't supposed to finish up over
*there* - Robert Fulford
Don't you have any alcopops? - George
Noble (or Dave Kibble)
There's too much slow play about these days
- David Goacher

That may be in accordance with the rules as
written, but what about the spirit of the
game? - John Riches

How do I qualify to play for England? - Reg
Bamford

B*gger tactics - just bash the ball through
the hoop and see what happens - Chris
Clarke

I couldn't agree with you more - Martin
Murray

There's no place like home - Jerry Guest
Australia are hot favourites for the next Mac
- Anyone

I have far too many contributions for the
next Gazette - Gail Curry

..after which...

I have lots of friends in the croquet
community - Nick Parish

Another generous gift, and step to
save the history of croquet

Fowaig_Ge 911 Ol pn Panel, Ca 168 H—

In early July Tremaine and Gail Arkley
will return a painting to Naworth Castle, by
the 9th Earl of Carlisle (George Howard)
of his children playing croquet at Naworth
Castle.

The painting is to be hung in the Old
Library and it is hoped that weather is
sufficiently good for a game to be played
on the lawn after lunch.

Tremaine and his wife are thrilled to
be able to return the painting to its original
location and continuing his goal of saving
the history of croquet through the art and
relocating paintings and other related items
when he is able to do so.

Later in this issue you will find the
story of Tremaine's gifts to the Scottish
Croguet Association.

Solomon Trophy Team announced
The Solomon Trophy is an annual test
match between GB and the USA hosted
alternately by the two nations.
This year's test will take place
Wednesday 2nd through Saturday 5th July
at Bury Croquet Club, Heaton Park,

Manchester - spectators are very welcome.
The GB team is as follows (in
alphabetical order):

* Keith Aiton (capt)
* Jonathan Kirby

* Tony Le Moignan
* Jan Lines

* Dave Maugham

* Stephen Mulliner.

Congratulations to everyone who has
made the team and thanks to everyone who
made themselves available for selection.

Yards of history for sale

golden opportunity to
purchase some of'the earliest
history of the CA is being

made possible thanks to Bath Croquet Club.
Bath CC offered the CA original back
copies of the Gazette so that its holdings of
originals could be completed. The CA has
replaced the issues taken with bound
photocopies and the restored run is now to
be sold by closed auction. The proceeds of
the sale will go wholly to the Bath Croquet
Club.
Lot 1: Complete run of volumes 1 (1904)
to 33 (1936)
Volumes 1 (1904) to 3 (1906-7) are bound
photocopies.
Volumes 4 (1907-8) to 5 (1908-9) are bound
originals.
Volume 6 (1909) is a bound photocopy.
Volumes 7 (1910)to 33 (1936) are unbound
original issues except for volumes 16 (1919)
and 17 (1920) which are unbound
photocopies.
There are also 6 individual issues missing
from the period 1911 to 1931, viz. issue
numbers 25 (Vol 8), 407 (Vol 19, 1922),
572 (Vol 24, 1927), 590 (Vol 25, 1928), 603
(Vol 26, 1928) and 678 (Vol 28, 1931)
which have been photocopied.
{Guideline estimate: £800 — 1,000.)

Lot 2: Issues 141 (October 1976) to 281
(September 2002)

Complete run of original issues except for
issue number 184 which has been
photocopied.

(Guideline estimate: £200 — 400.)

More detailed information can be
obtained from Patricia Duke-Cox via duke-
cox(@hotmail.co.uk, who will also be able
to make arrangements to inspect the copies
which are currently held at the CA Office.

In 2005, a run of Gazettes from 1904
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to 1981 together with other materials, bound
by an amateur into 20 volumes with over 5
volumes photocopied, fetched £2.000 at
auction. Another, broken, run from 1904
to 1933 with other materials fetched £1,200.

The condition of the set is “used” and
the buyer can expect some damage. The
successful purchaser should be aware that
both lots must be collected from the CA
Office.

Anyone wishing to make a bid at or
above the lower guideline figure should
place it in a sealed envelope marked “Bath
Gazettes” and send it to the CA Vice-
Chairman, Mrs P Duke-Cox at 171 Witham
Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincoln LN10 6RB by
1 June 2008.

The Big Ask - from the WCF
his consultation is about the
I last three WCF World
Championship events in 2007
and 2008 and the future operation of the
WCF Sports Regulations.

WCF World Championships

In 2007 and 2008 to date, WCF has held
three World Croquet Championships.

. 2007 WCF Women's World GC;
¥ 2008 World AC;
ki 2008 World GC Championships.

We want to know about the
experiences of all that played or officiated
in these events

WCF Sports Regulations

The Regulations have now been
operative for over two vears at each WCF
World Championship. Although
amendments have been made in that time, it
is now time to take stock of where
improvements or change can take place.

We want to know what you think of
any of the Regulations or how you think they
should be changed.

Responses can be made to both
consultations by:-

¥ Using the on-line form
* Email
= Letter

Note: The on-line form via the WCF
web site is suitable only for those using the
following browsers.

% Internet Explorer 6 or above;
% Firefox.
The Apple Safari browser is not

suitable for this method of communication.
The closing date for this consultation

is 3 1st May 2008

* http://www.wcfcroquet.org/

WCF_Consultation 2008 Information.html

Changes made to Golf Croquet
Ranking System

wo changes have been made to

I the Golf Croquet International
Grading System, which are

reflected in the 12 March 2008 ranking lists:

* Grades and indices are now based on
the same scale as the Association Croquet
rankings. An old grade/index of N will now
be expressed as N x 10 + 1000. Hence,
grades of 80, 100 and 150 will now be 1,800,
2,000 and 2,500 respectively.

* Appearance in the International and UK
ranking lists now requires 10 games played
in the last 24 months.

Discussions were held at Cape Town about
the possible inclusion of Egyptian domestic
data in the International Rankings. If this
becomes reality. consideration will be given
to adopting a variable alpha as currently used
in the Association Croquet rankings.

M C Percival Mallets

The new proven TM range of mallets
are available with proven Carbon fibre
or ash handles, mallet weights are
adjustable by +/- fl to 30zs from any base
weight . Handles are adjustable for
angle, removable and interchangeable.
all mallets are made to your
specification.
A new range of hard
o wearing synthetic grips
| f k. available in various
' l O (| colours, lengths from 2
Lvla s » 1o 18 metres. Alterations
or repairs are
undertaken to any mallet (over 350
completed so far).
Contact Michael Percival, The Laurels,
Heath Road, Hessett, Suffolk IP30 9BJ
Telephone 01359270200 Mobile
07780677943
Email: michael@croquetmallets.co.uk
Web: www.croquetmallets.co.uk
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Maisie Peebles — 1909-2008

aisie joined the Cheltenham Croquet Club in the

Mspring of 1983 aged 74 and remained an active

member for 25 years. Another Maisie joined at

the same time, Maisie Balmer — a robust sort of lady. So to avoid
confusion Maisie Pecbles became and remained Little Maisie.

Little Maisie enjoyed the company and the chat at the croquet
coaching sessions and the croquet came a distant second, However
with her accurate shooting and her turn of speed about the lawns,
she developed into a very competent player achieving a handicap
of 12. Maisie would discuss with Bo Harris, chief coach, at the
beginning of every season which events to enter and Maisie took
on the croquet-playing world which came to Cheltenham. An
opponent seeing Little Maisie would perhaps anticipate an easy
victory against this apparently frail old lady, but two or three hours
later would be seen leaving the lawn wearing a very puzzled
expression.

In the last couple of years, say from the age of 96, Little
Maisie’s stamina dwindled in the afternoon and her tactics suffered
accordingly. But draw her as an opponent in the morning and
nothing was assured. She loved the tournament atmosphere, all
the people and the activity. She felt she was on holiday having
lunches and teas at the Club. Her favourite menu was poached
salmon with a few vegetables followed by something that was
mostly meringue and cream.

David Magee first met Maisie some 15 years ago when he
rejoined the Club. Maisie needed a lift home and the usual drivers
were in play, so David offered his car. When they were at the
gate, David wanting to know whether to turn left or right, asked
Maisie where she lived. Maisie smiled mischievously and said
“Bristol”. It was a long time before David returned to the Club,
but all those who gave Maisie lifts home knew that she would
relish a long chat when she got there. At the Club lunch on her
90™ birthday, during her memorable unscripted speech she
announced suddenly, to David’s consternation, that apart from
her husband and her son Douglas, David was the only man that
she had ever taken into her bedroom!

This year, Maisie decided that she would at last be giving
up tournament play, washing the tea-room laundry and baking her
famous scones. Fortunately we have the gift of memory and
memories of Little Maisie will drift around the Cheltenham Club
for a long, long time.

Eileen Magee

Margaret Roberts

to report the death of Miss Margaret Roberts. Margaret

It is with great sadness that Plymouth Croquet club has
died on December 23rd 2007 after a long illness and

will be sorely missed, not only by our own club. but also by the
many visiting teams who appreciated the wonderful teas and
lunches she provided.

In 2005 Margaret received a CA award for her services to
croquet, in recognition of her most valued support and contribution
to the life of Plymouth Croquet Club.

We were sorry that Margaret was never well enough to enjoy
the new kitchen facilites which the club installed twelve months
ago but affectionately called our ‘catering manager’, Margaret
and her team of helpers set high standards, which we will endeavour
to maintain in her memory.

John William De Morbray Jeffrey

2" January 1933 — 27" December 2007

embers of Nailsea and District Croquet Club were
Msaddened to hear of the sudden death just after
Christmas of former club member John Jeffrey.

John joined the Club in 1983. He loved croquet and was
very competitive. He improved rapidly and quickly became one
of the two best players in the club and gained a handicap of 2.

John qualified as a coach and was Nailsea Croquet Club’s
first referee and handicapper. He was the Club’s Tournament
Secretary for several years and led the Federation League team to
victory in 1986. He was the Club’s Chairman from 1987 to *91
and again from 1994 to *98. He was President of the Club from
1998 to 2001 and has been an Honorary Member since that date.

John was the main driving force behind the design and
building of the Club’s pavilion. He submitted the plans to the
council, applied for and obtained grants and loans from the Town
Council, the District Council, the Sports Council and the Croquet
Association. He also completed the application and obtained a
substantial grant from the National Lottery, which enabled the
pavilion to be built. John, together with a few other club members
spent many hours laying the wooden floors, fitting the kitchen,
making mallet racks and building the lockers. He also carved the
wooden silhouettes of male and female croquet players that are
fixed to the changing room doors and donated the crockery and
cutlery. He raised sufficient money to provide a large sit-on mower
and other machinery and equipment, which has served the Club
well for many years. The pavilion was completed in 1998.

When the Laws of Golf Croquet were substantially changed
so that a ball, stuck in the jaws of a hoop, could finish running the
hoop in a subsequent turn and also allowing jump shots he became
a very keen player of the game and in October 1998 he assisted
with the management of the World Golf Croquet Championships
at Leamington Spa. He encouraged Kriss Chambers to enter and
raised money from club members to help with Kriss’s expenses.
Not only this, but he also entered the Championship and came
40™in a very strong field.

In 2006, the Club’s 25" Anniversary, he donated the flagpole
to the Club.

John did a huge amount for the Club before moving to
Stafford. Nailsea Croquet Club, which is now thriving, will always
owe a lot to John for its continued success.

John leaves a widow, children and grandchildren and will
be greatly missed by those who knew him.

Peter Dyke

Andew Potter
Died on 16" March 2008 aged 80

ndrew was looking forward to his 80th birthday
Aand had arranged a party to celebrate: Sadly, it was
not to be. He entered Frenchay Hospital with
pneumonia, from which he did not recover.

Andrew was taught the rudiments of the game of croquet
by his father Stephen Potter, well known as the author of
‘Gamesmanship” and its extensions to other areas of life, but he
did not play the game regularly until he joined the Bristol and
Cheltenham Clubs in the 1980s when he was nearing the end of
his career as a schoolmaster. He soon became a familiar personality
at tournaments and interclub matches in the Southwest, and a
deceptively formidable B-class player. I believe his handicap had
been as low as 3, probably due to his very accurate shooting. His
health had suffered in recent years and although trying to play the
odd game at Cheltenham, he struggled with painful legs and back.

Allmy memories of Andrew are happy or amusing and one
is poignant at this time — Easter week. For a number of years
now, Andrew as his contribution to teas, used to bring a good
supply of hot cross buns and butter for the Easter Tournament.

He *appeared’ on Radio 4 a couple of years ago, maybe the
Today programme. There had been some sort sporting cheating
occurring. Andrew, as son of Stephen Potter author of the
Gamesmanship books, was being asked the difference between
cheating and gamesmanship. Andrew said something like this.
“If a golfer on hitting his ball into the rough, finds a ball other than
his own and says ‘found it’, that is cheating. 1fa golfer, watching
his opponent ready to tee off, says to him, ‘I have been admiring
your swing, the way you wiggle the clubhead on your follow
through’. Needless to say, his opponent shanks the ball somewhere
out of bounds, now that is gamesmanship™.

During tournaments, Andrew quite often passed the time
by having the odd bet via the club phone. His bets were very
modest and so we believe were his successes.

Some years ago, Andrew offered his services locally as a
housesitter. Often taking people to the airport, then housesitting
before collecting them at the end of their holiday. He asked me if

COACHING TIPS

The CA Coaching Committee wishes to collect
recommendations which will help existing Coaches to
do an even better job!

Do you have advice to pass on?

How do you teach people to hit the ball? To remember
the sequence of strokes? To line up a take-off? To
rush confidently? To plan ahead? To take bisques?
How do you diagnose problems? Can you enable
players to play better? Have you used video
techniques? Do you have recommended practice
routines?

Please send the fruits of your experience to

David Mooney
121 Highlands Heath
London SW15 3TZ

mooneyd@pbwaorld.com
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could put up one of his housesitting advertisements in the
Cheltenham clubhouse. T read it and saw that among the usual
services such as dog walking, plant watering etc, was instructing
any resident parrot in a new and unusual vocabulary.

He was a good neighbour and for many years gave John
Exell a lift to tournaments. He managed one of our ongoing club
competitions - The Sturdy Senior - and I had only arranged with
him about three weeks before his demise to find him a caretaker
manager for 2008,

Was it pure coincidence that like John Exell who also died
Just before an Easter tournament, that atrocious weather occurred
during the event, or was it a moment of celestial pique as they had
been prevented from playing in the event themselves.

Andrew played to win, but win or lose, those “two impostors’
did not affect his enjoyment of the game, his gentle geniality, or
the pleasure we found in his company. In recent years he had been
fighting increasing pain and infirmity which restricted his croquet,
though fortunately not so much his bridge, but he still turned up
to Club afternoons when he could, his only concession being to
ask to play on a half-lawn if it was convenient, when he was happy
to give beginners the benefit of his craft — though one wonders
how many of them were aware of the depths of his amiable guile
We shall smile when we think of him, a stooped figure in cream
pullover and shorts. carrying an opened black umbrella in one
hand, his mallet in the other and ‘hurrying’ across the lawn to
some distant ball he had just roqueted.

Hamish Hall & Eileen Magee

South East Croquet Federation
Golf Croquet Coaching Course
Sat 5th & Sun 6th July 2008
At Sussex County Croquet Club ( Southwick)

¥

This course is offered to players who would like an
introduction to Golf Croquet or to those already playing it
who would like to improve their game. It is open to players
with handicaps ranging from 0 to 6, and will be directed by
CA qualified and approved coaches supervising groups of
four. The weekend course offers all coaching,
demonstrations, tutored games, morning coffee & biscuits,
a buffet lunch and afternoon tea for an inclusive fee of £40.
For more details and an entry form, contact :-

Daphne Gaitley, Tel : 01903 767174 or email

daphne.gaitley@virgin.net





















