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Chairman’s Column

rom the photograph you will realise that my time as

Chairman might have expired already! In fact,

although I was put in the guillotine during the magic
show at the Nottingham week-long tournament, I have lived to
tell the tale. The magician was Danny Razzoo, a croquet playing
member known to us as Cliff Daniel. I was bemused on the
evening because I seemed to be the most popular choice to assist
with the act! In fact L intend to continue my CA chairmanship for
another year.

Photo and magic by (,/1/]’ Daniel

For the majority of members, the croquet playing season is
almost at a close. | hope you all experienced satisfaction with
your game. I would like to congratulate the three juniors who
acquitted themselves well in the inaugural World Under-21 Golf
Croquet tournament in Cairo with final places of 5, 8" and 13".

I was one of the lucky ones drawn from the hat to attend
the inaugural cruise event of the Celebrity Equinox that boasts a
lawn club. Participating in the croquet competition was fun and
offered good publicity. This collaboration can only be positive for
our sport and I just wonder who will join the crew as the resident
croquet coach n the future.

I tried to get round to each federation during the vear and
would have succeeded if only I had applied to a Yorkshire
tournament earlier.  have enjoyed meeting so many CA members
as | have travelled around the country and have listened to what
you like and what concerns you.

One concern was catering at tournaments. As a player who
travels quite far aficld I do appreciate a good meal in good company
at lunchtime whilst appreciating that catering will bring a profit to
a club if done by willing members. Where there are not enough
members willing or able to cater, a choice has to be made as to
whether to employ outside caterers or make arrangements for
sandwiches to be brought in. Generally it seems that visitors prefer
a prepared meal to sandwiches.

Another topic was whether we have enough Golf Croquet
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tournaments that cater for those not in the
top ranking positions, perhaps handicaps 2-
4 (or 5). Any club wishing to cater for this
group would be supported by entrants
wanting to play at this level.

On the international scene 1 am
saddened that the Welsh CA has withdrawn
its membership of the CA in order to allow
its members to play in the lower tiers of the
MacRobertson Shield next year.

The CA’s AGM is almost upon us. |
do hope to sec some members there and
afterwards. as we hold a special luncheon in
honour of Bernard Neal, our retiring
President. With electronic voting available
for the first time T trust many of you voted
for his successor!

Patricia Duke-Cox

Letters

Casting v ‘hitting the bloody ball’

feel I must write on a subject which

has concerned me for some time, the
ever growing practice of swinging (I believe
itis also called casting) over one’s ball when
taking aim.

This is so dreadfully boring to watch
that I suspect it must put off many potential
converts to the game. 1 have on occasions
had to restrain myself, after about the eighth
swing ( and I have seen up to fifteen) from
shouting out “For God’s sake, hit the bloody
ball!”. Croquet should be interesting and
attractive to watch and this practice certainly
does nothing to help that image.

But my main concern is to find out
what they are trying to achieve. I presume
they swing up high so that they can check
whether the mallet head is pointing exactly
at the object ball. Presumably it is not, for
they continue to swing and I suppose make
some adjustment somewhere.. But how?
Do they twist their hands slightly? | can see
no advantage in this, since the first swing
was the natural one and when they eventually
hit the ball they will go back to their natural
swing. Do they subtly twist the shaft in their
palms? 1 doubt it as this would be very
difficult to do, with any control, while
swinging,
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In the 1950s there was a President’s
Cup player called W.E.C.Cotton, not
spectacular but useful, about -1. He would
address the ball. look up, and if not satisfied
he did not adjust the mallet head but moved
his feet very slightly until he was satisfied
that his shoulders were at right angles to his
line of aim, and then hit the ball. A very
logical and sensible approach I would think.

It is important in this to consider the
shaft. The most satisfactory shaft is
octagonal and may be covered with thin
leather, but not rubber golf grips which are
a bit thick and disguise the angles of the
octagon. After a short time a player will
become used to the ridges formed by these
angles and they will feel comfortable in his
palms. Having achieved this one needs only
to be sure that your grip is comfortable and
never change it when aiming.

My own method was to take my grip,
stand some 5 yards directly behind my ball,
in line with the object ball and walk up to
my ball, keeping my eyes on the object ball.
When I reached my ball, (which I could tell
out of the corner, or perhaps the bottom of
my eye. | put the mallet down, looked up
once for a final check, and hit. If [ was not
happy T would repeat this process, but that
was most unusual.

| feel confident in stating that if tests
were conducted between the two methods,
my own would be at least as good, and
possibly better than the swingers. | would
welcome any results sent to me which I will
record and publish in a later issue of the
Gazette. The tests should be uniform and I
would suggest the following format. Hardly
any lawns are perfect enough to cope with
really long shots so | suggest 12 yard shots
at the peg from the side of the East to West
boundaries. Ten shots be taken by each
player. A marker should record the results
and a miss by 1 mm. may be a moral hit but
a miss is a miss. Results to be recorded as:-
Name — club — handicap
No. of hits
Method (Swinger or standard).

My email address is:
john.solomon3(@btinternet.com.
John Solomon.

Long distance refereeing

Aithough I have been playing in
sroquet club matches for 47
years it never ceases to surprise me how
many new circumstances still keep
occurring. Here is one that was certainly new
to me.

For the Cheltenham July week
tournament | was asked to be the referee of
the tournament (ROT) - not I suspect
because of my great command of the laws
(the details of which 1 rather alarmingly
forget) but more due to the paucity of other
referees. Be that as it may, I was in the
middle of a game when I was called upon
for an ROT decision. However this turned
out not to be a call from a player on another
lawn but from someone on the telephone!
On taking the call | was even more surprised
to be informed that the caller was ringing
from Tangiers in Morocco! Apparently the
person at the other end was embroiled in a
debate with his opponent on a point of Law
and was secking a ruling. The issue
essentially came down to Law 17 [Hoop and
Roquet]. This Law often seems to cause,
even experienced players, some confusion
and fortunately on this occasion I was able
to speak not only with authority (the most
important thing for any referee) but also with
accuracy. My contact was suitably grateful
and I returned to my game.

Tt was only after the event that I
wished I had obtained rather more detail as
to the circumstances of the Moroccan game,
who had been playing and how it had been
decided to ring the Cheltenham club.

Many sports love their statistics and
croquet is no exception. I have certainly
heard endless conversations about the
longest hoop run, the longest game, the
longest time for an opponent to take their
shot and so on. Is this then the longest
distance between player and referee?

Finally I was left wondering whether
with imaging technology, processing
software and wireless broadband
connectivity all getting ever more
commonplace we should expect such long-
distance refereeing to become more
commonplace and extend beyond mere
matters of law.

In any event, if our mystery caller is
reading this please let the Gazette know,

Geoffrey Taylor

Jumping through hoops
In January 2008 [ decided that 1
would like to start a local croquet
group. Over the previous 4yrs I had been
playing Golf croquet at Bowdon Croquet
Club by special arrangement with another
organisation to which I belong. The perfect
spot had presented itself, an ornamental
lawn surrounded by flower beds,with car
park and loos and a friendly gardener in our
local park.

It took some time to get clearance
from the parks dept, but eventually they said
[ could give it a try. We all met on the lawn,
gardeners,town hall officials, and mysell
(with garden croquet set to show them how
it was done.) At this point 1 had only one
other player, no equipment, and no
knowledge of how to set up a croquet lawn.
Liz Larsson at the Croquet Association was
of enormous help, as was Barry Keen of
Bowdon Club. Bowdon very kindly lent six
hoops, four mallets and four balls to start
us oftf.

One Sunday afternoon, having given
much thought to the best area to try, I toured
car boot sales looking for unwanted mallets.
One cheertul stallholder called out “come
on ['m sure we’ve got something you want!”
Dejectedly I replied, “I'm looking for the
one thing no-one has, a croquet mallet.” His
wife immediately dived under the table and
triumphantly held a small packet a loft.
“We've got some lovely knitting
needles,brand new.” Her husband looked at
me apologetically and then at his wife,
“croquet mallets not crochet hooks!™

Bowdon again came up trumps with
playing equipment and we had a successful
season last year.

This year we have 25 players and a
waiting list. With a generous grant from
Manchester Airport Community Trust Fund
we have been able to buy some of our own
equipment and added to that from our own
funds.

What a wonderful gencrous world we
live in! Many,many thanks to Liz,to Barry,
to Steve our gardener, to Fylde Club (more
balls) and to Manchester Airport.You have
made the Flixton Crocs very happy.

Cath Johnson,
Organiser Flixton Crocs

Old adversaries

Recenlly | was pleased to discover
that the first 26 point game | ever
played was against an opponent born in
1881. The lady in question was a renowned
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folklorist and author, Miss Violet Alford, and
[ am indebted to her great-nephew, William
Ormerod, for helping me to establish the year
ot her birth.

Prichard's 'History of Croquet' informs
us that in 1948 John Solomon played against
Miss Lydia Elphinstone-Stone, an opponent
who had been born in 1866, the year before
that in which Walter Jones Whitmore is
credited with becoming the first ever croquet
champion.

[t would be interesting to learn
whether any existing Associates can claim
earlier born opposition.

Laurence Latham

Mallet Facts

have a mallet, pictured right, which

is made by Slazenger, with the word
‘Poulter” on it. | understand there was a
player named H R Poulter, who played to a
high standard in the 1930 / 1950 era, and
wonder ifanyone has any information on this
particular mallet. As you can see from the
photos it has a slightly curved bottom edge,
with a brass plate screwed to the base.

Dave Nick

Croquet with Bells On at Ripon

At the 9th annual croquet/bridge social get-together at Ripon Spa Hotel recently. we
were treated to a performance by four of the Brodsworth Hall CC members. Wearing whites
trimmed with primary colours and wielding garden mallets and corner flags. they performed
aspecially choreographed Morris dance, made all the more funny by the seriousness of their
presentation. Quality of photograph not too good due to shaking of the camera in the hands
of one of the audience convulsed by laughter!
Freda Vitty
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Association
spreading out

Wc are seeing a deterioration of
the automatic Handicap
System for the Association game.

The average value of handicaps is
increasing. This is caused by the number of
index points leaking from the system
whenever a player leaves the game to be
replaced by a beginner. An experienced
player takes away more index points than a
newcomer brings into the system.

“So what?”, 1 hear you say.

If you agree with the argument above,
then our spread of handicaps tends to
increase. With the ‘minus’ end of the scale
fixed, the pressure is on the higher end. Over
several decades it has moved and differences
of handicap can now be excessive; to the
extent that innocent beginners face the
ignominy of winning games easily with
bisques standing.

Solution(?) — next issue!

Geolff Strutt

handicaps are

GCHQ?

I can now report that there is clear
evidence that Golf Croquet is
becoming the dominant form of the game.
On departing Cheltenham to play ina
tournament at Bath [ happened upon the
road sign “GCHQ”, which T am presuming
means “Golf Croquet Head Quarters™. |
must say [ do not recall the establishment of
a separate HQ ever being raised at any recent
AGM and I can only assume that I must have
dozed off during AOB. Surely Council must
be congratulated on such a dynamic move?
I'am informed that about 4,000 people
are employed there and, if this is the case,
then Treasurer Roger Bray must be warmly
commended for achieving this without a
significant increase in subscription.

I can report that the rumour that a
further road sign requesting that motorists
“form an orderly Q7 is entirely untrue! [
did contact GCHQ about this but they would
not confirm or deny that “QQ” is in fact Bill
Arliss.

Klim Seabright
Mr Seabright I'm suprised at you,

having spent several vears in Cheltenham
in an official capacity, and vou never knew

that GCHQ has nothing to do with Golf

Croquet. It’s not Bill Arliss that is 'O’ at
Gail Curry HeadQuarters. ED.

A response to “Cheating to
Prosper”

Dear Bounder,

In response to your letter inissue 321,
may | offer a few words of caution before
you proceed on your nefarious actions of
deliberately impeding your opponent’s
winning shot. [ agree with your assessment
of the wording of law 12(c)(2) but what you
are forgetting is that replaying the shot is
only a solution as to where the red should
be placed if the opponent decides to have
the ball replaced where it would have
finished. What you are forgetting is that the
offending side still misses its turn and yellow
will play next, so black will be extremely
unlikely to score any way.

Whilst strict observance of the laws
without intervention of a referee is possible,
if you admit a non striking fault, my feeling
is that the actions would follow a different
course. Your opponent would most likely call
for a referee who | am sure would consult
the Tournament Referee if there were
allegations of deliberate cheating. Ifthe ROT
after taking statements was satisfied that you
had deliberately cheated | am sure he would
consult with the Manager. You would then
most likely be summoned to the Manager’s
office to be told in no uncertain terms how
many ‘beans make five’. If the Manager was
feeling generous you might be allowed to
finish the tournament but it would certainly
be under the most strict warning. Any slight
infringement of any code and you would be
immediately ‘OUT’. Just refer to
Tournament Regulations., section M2. The
Manager’s is virtually *God*on the croquet
lawn.

If you really have upset the Manager,
he may decide that your actions deserve even
further punishment and you will be advised
that you will be reported to a CA Disciplinary
panel. This august body may not have the
powers to transport you to the colonies but
they may well decide that your involvement
in this gentlemen’s sport should be halted
for a prescribed number of events.

I would therefore suggest that if you
wish to continue vour quest of the
Chairman’s daughter your refrain from such
caddish actions,

Bill Arliss,
GC Laws Committee.

Obituary

James Ross Gillespie 1914 — 2009

here will be many readers in

Yorkshire and elsewhere in the

North who will recall Ross
with great affection as the epitome of a
gentleman croquet player. Always a
courteous player, as well as the most patient
of coaches.

Ross was born in 1914 at St Andrews,
immediately following the outbreak of World
War L. Sadly two years later his father was
killed in that war on the Somme. He was
brought up by the women in his family,
which may have nurtured his gentle nature.

Ross gained masters degrees at three
universities, Classics at St Andrews, History
at Oxford and Medicine at Aberdeen. Three
degrees and some prowess at bridge bear
witness to his exceptional intellect.

Ross spent from 1939 until 1948 as a
Magistrate’s Associate in the Indian Civil
Service, broken by service in the RAF in
India. Whilst in India he was awarded the
MBE. In 1948 he returned home in 1949
and married Dorothy Morley, whom he had
first met when they were students at Oxford.

He practised as a G.P. in Hull until he
retired in 1974. He started playing croquet
with a few friends in a colleagues garden.
He joined East Riding Club in its heydays in
the 1980’s. He took to the game rapidly and
was soon a successful coach. In 1986 he was
a founder member, secretary and Treasurer
of Beverley Croquet Club, whilst retaining
his membership of East Riding. The quiet
calm and wisdom of Ross helped to st up
the new Yorkshire Federation with the
minimum of formality or fuss.

Ross will always be remembered at
Beverley and East Riding clubs for his
patience, charm and wisdom, but perhaps
especially for his modesty and for his many
daunting achicvements. He died on 15" Aug
after a short illness, aged 95. He is survived
by his two daughters, two sons and his
second wife Alison, to whom he was married
when he was 93.

Mike Evans

Editorial

ell T wasn’t put

in a guillotine -%'\

this season, but
like Patricia 1"ve just about
survived my travels intact. ['ve J
noticed a few changes since | was a
last on the tournament scene, 9.00am starts due to more people
turning up early to take advantage of the warm-up and practice
time on offer at events, and ['m only too happy to take advantage
of this facility, to get my arms moving in croquet mode rather
than the usual daily digging mode. Journeys to clubs feel longer,
but maybe that’s changing from a motorbike to a Land Rover. On
the positive side, I've been very impressed with all of the lawns
I"ve played on this year, so well done to all ot the lawn managers
and green keepers. While it’s nice to catch up with old fiends and
adversaries, it’s also good to see new faces and new talent enjoying
the events.

I've met players, young and old, and I feel like at times I fit
into the latter bracket now, having been asked a few times how
long I've been playing 20+ yrs (cough, cough). The body is willing
but senior moments are creeping in and a recent trip to the opticians
confirmed things aren’t what they used to be. When I explained 1
was hitting the right hand upright of most hoops recently, the
optician informed me | was lucky | was hitting anything at all, so
let’s hope the new prescription has sorted out that problem.

Two small points, the first for Patricia, if you like a good
lunch, 1 suggest you book a tournament at Southport next year.
My final one is that [ have managed to lose my white waterproof
trousers at the Tyneside tournament this season. if you inadvertantly
picked them up, please let me know.

This season is almost at a close, and it won’t be long before
we are mostly hanging up our mallets and putting our lawns to
bed with autumn and winter works in readiness for next season,
indeed some lawns are already under such works in preparation
for the Mac next year. However there will be some British players
who will be busy while the rest of us do what we do during the
winter. Kath Burt, Ros Pimlott and Teresa Burt will be representing
England in the WCF Women’s World Golt Croquet Championship
at Cairnlea in Australia in November. Meanwhile, Robin Brown,
lan Burridge, Jeff Dawson, Tony Le Moignan, Stephen Mulliner,
and Samir Patel have been selected to play for the Great Britain
team to play the USA in the Solomon Trophy, at the Mission Hills
Country Club, California in December. We wish them all well and
look forward to hearing about the events. No doubt some readers
will be heading off'to the southern hemisphere to avoid the British
weather and take advantage of the Australian and New Zealand
season, so we wish them well too.

Gail Curry
Editor
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Points Of View

The Differences between AC and GC Tournaments/
Championships
by Bill Arliss

ver the years we have built up a pattern with AC

tournaments where they have been organised as ‘A’

class, ‘B’ class, handicap and class events. There is
a very valid reason behind this grouping and that is to ensure that
any player who enters will know he/she will get sufficient play to
make the entry worthwhile, provided the player picks the correct
tournament for their own standard of play. I am sure everyone
who plays Association has had those occasions where their own
contribution to the game has only been putting two balls on the
lawn and the odd shot at a distant opponent and they wondered
why they entered.

[n simple terms this division has been set up to ensure that
all players can enjoy a tournament. It should not be confused with
the true championships where the sole aim is to find the best players
and generally the weaker players quite often do not get value for
money with their tournament fee. The division between
championships and tournaments can become rather blurred at times
when events take on fancy ‘championship’ titles but still stick to
effectively running a tournament to provide all round entertainment.
Changing to championship principles can lead to loss of support
in future years. This is particularly true in the Golf Croquet field
where the majority of level play tournaments are billed as
championships but effectively run as tournaments. Whenever
changes have been made to the format to concentrate on best of
three in all final stages, as one expects in a. championship, it usually
results in howls of protest as it means the block stage is severely
limited to provide more time for the knockout stage..

As the GC tournament programme has developed over the
last few years. nearly all the national tournament events have
concentrated on level play only. In the carly stages when the total
number of tournaments was small, no handicap restrictions were
made and it appeared we only catered for the lower handicap
players. In an effort to attract more of the higher handicappers
into tournament play, a series of events has started known as ‘B’
class events, still played level but with handicaps restricted to about
4 and above. Experience has shown that these B class events
generally attract local players only and most are only one day.
Whilst it could be said that this was catering for the higher
handicaps, possibly the real target were those players not really
committed to the demands of tournament play. What they really
wanted was some competitive play but without the commitment
of full weekend away with all the costs involved.

Right from the start of the GC tournament programme there
have been some brave higher handicappers who have entered the
no handicap limits, level play events. Whilst we have never seen
their names in the winners list, surprisingly they have come back
time and time again so one can only conclude that in no way did
they feel overwhelmed. There is one very fundamental point with

7



Tur Croouit GazeTTE ~ Issue 322 Ocroer 2009

a game of Golf Croquet that must not be forgotten; no matter
whether your opponent is a reigning world champion or just
another club player, both players still get the same number of shots
and are both fully involved in the game for its total duration. In
the early days of the Ramsgate tournament, Khalid Younis, who
at the time was world champion, was entered for the event. Because
of some last minute dropouts, the numbers were made up by some
club higher handicappers. I am sure they had to have their arms
twisted to enter but afterwards it turned out to be a completely
different story. They did not feel overwhelmed in any way and
even though they were beaten 7-2 or 7-3, all their thoughts were
very positive and about the hoops they did get and the one point
that all of them made was about how much they had learned about
playing GC from such an event.

1am very pleased to note this trend of the higher handicapper
entering level tournaments is continuing and actually expanding.
It is also worth noting that several of the present regular tournament
players started their tournament careers as high handicappers in
level events and their rapid progress through the ranks is a good
indicator of how much they have learnt from the process. To put
these ideas into context. | would suggest that it is not out of order

for say a 8 handicap player entering a normal level event. Provided
that the player wants to play competitively and does not expect to
win many games, a few level tournaments will quickly polish his
game. The other side of the coin must be considered, that of the
lower handicapper. I have yet to hear of a lower handicapper who
objects to some of his opponents having a high handicap. He still
has to play the game in a competitive manner to ensure a win. In
virtually every tournament this season I have seen instances where
the better player has not taken his opponent seriously enough and
has ended up losing and totally against the handicap indications.
A | losing to a 7 was a typical recent example.

In conclusion [ would suggest to club committees that when
they are considering possible new GC events, they forget the typical
AC approach and concentrate on a single level event with no
handicap restrictions. It is far more likely to attract sufficient players
to make the event workable and will be doing their own high
handicappers a good favour if persuaded to enter.

If any reader feels | have exaggerated the importance of the
level tournament to the higher handicapper, please talk to one
who has played in a level event.

The View from the Bar

A Summary of discussion topics from the
Nottingham List by Nick Parish

don’t write much about Golf Croquet in these
summaries. Thatisn’t because of any personal animosity,
but because GC simply isn’t much discussed on the list
—and when it is it sometimes turns into slanging matches between
supporters of the two codes. However an interest question arose
recently about a GC tournament at Budleigh which rather than
use the normal best of 13 or 19 points format, went for best of 13
but must be two clear points ahead. in the manner of a tennis tie-
break. Opinion was divided on the Board as to whether this was
a good idea. Some felt it meant that the better player was more
likely to win, and therefore should be supported, but others felt
that the reason two clear points is adopted in some racket sports
is to nullify the advantage of the serve. If anything, GC has the
opposite effect since the winner of a hoop is usually disadvantaged
at the next hoop, so perhaps a margin of two clear points was not
needed. Others simply felt that introducing yet another variation
was not a good idea.

Ever felt that just as your game starts to come together and
vou might be catching up with the better players, they just push
the peaks still further out of your reach? Well Robert Fulford has
taken this to the extremes by completing the first competitive
nontuple peel (yes - that is indeed nine peels on the peelee while
running twelve hoops with the striker’s ball) in an internal
competition game at Colchester against Jack Wicks. Some
admittedly fairly low-quality mobile phone footage to the
conclusion of the break — a straight quadruple peel — can be seen
at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFjjXE]jm8M . It seems
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unlikely this feat will be repeated any time soon. which will at
least prevent a repeat of the debate on whether it should be a
notuple, nonuple, nonatuple etc.

Finally, there has been an extended debate about whether it
is reasonable for players not to play in consolation plate events at
tournaments, or (o drop out of them if they are not playing well.
The arguments here are interesting and quite well balanced. Some
feel that players should play in the plate to maintain the number of
opponents and ensure games are available. In particular, it has
been suggested that it is bad form for top players to pull out merely
because they are not playing well as others have a good chance of
ascalp — indeed it was characterised as “pathetic” by a couple of
commentators. And there are also ancillary benefits for the
manager (who knows how many players he has to organise), caterer
(who knows how many teas to organise) and so on. Others feel
that it is a player’s prerogative to play when he wants, and that
managers and caterers are normally quite capable of dealing with
some (luctuations in numbers. 1t has also been pointed out that
forcing a player to play in an event he is not interested in is not
likely to end happily — the player may not play to win and may
start trying all sorts of highly unlikely, low probability exploits
such as sextuples. which may seriously tarnish the pleasure any
lower ranked player may experience in claiming the scalp of such
a player.

To subscribe to the list, go to http:/nottingham-lists.org.uk/
mailman/listinfo/croquet. You can receive emails individually or
as a daily digest.

IS ‘PUZZLE
CROQUET’ A
SOLUTION FOR
COACHING AND
MARKETING ?

Is it perhaps a new pathway
Association Croguet ?

Lowen Clarke explains his concept

omething new happened at a recent Club Event at

Brunswick Malletsports Club : Sixteen people from

all codes of malletsports and skills were playing a

tournament together, all playing the same game ! All having fun,

yetstill ‘taking it to the limit’ ! They were playing ‘Puzzle Croquet.”

The event was a Research Tournament for “Puzzle Croquet’,

a game Lowen Clarke has developed while studying Group

Dynamics and Group Psychology at University. The day formed
part of the Research with RMIT University.

Lowen says ‘“The great thing is : it is all about the essence of

Croquet : the pleasure of the two-ball croquet shot. We are the
only sport with that shot, yet we are not
encouraging everyone to play it or making it
accessible.”

Lowen says, ‘I “ve heard long term U
Association players express amazement that
now ‘their’ croquet game can be as fun and
social as Golf.

‘Players are happy when they really feel
free to do their best, and they then improve
rapidly. Now, as long as they do their best,
they can still participate fully in their sport.

‘And, we’ve had members who have
had to give up Association now able to again
play the shot they love, the croquet shot.”

Since the Research tournament, a
group of young women have learnt Puzzle
Croquet at Brunswick, the Club has set aside
a day for playing the game, and an Interclub Challenge has been
suggested, as other Clubs take up the game.

Puzzle Croquet provides just the right amount of sport and
competition that most people want in busy modern lives. And for
those who want more. it is a sound start to Association.

¢

Research tournament

The 16 players were from many different croquet
backgrounds : there were people who had never picked up a mallet
before having recent coaching lessons, golf croquet players with
a few lessions, players who have not played an Association type
game for years, people who had left the the sport, and seasoned
existing players in Association, Goll'and Gateball, of all skills levels.
They were able to come together and have a great tournament.

Lowen says ‘One of the strengths of Malletsports is its ability
to host a diversity of games, skill levels, and purpose groups. One
possible gap has been in the Association croquet arca, which has
now been complemented by this new game which anyone can play

OQU
The Game That
Grows With You
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and enjoy with a minimum of coaching - maybe
straightaway for those who know Association,
and with just a few lessons [or Golf Croquet
players, building on their existing knowledge.
New inductees seem to need from two to four
introductory sessions, and they can then be
paired with more experienced players in
Doubles, playing shot for shot.’

Puzzle Croquet can also lead to more
people continuing on the Malletsports journey
to the game of traditional Association.

‘With Puzzle Croquet, people can
discover the benefits we’ve been boasting about
for Association Croquet, but in a fun, inclusive
and dramatic game’ says inventor Lowen Clarke. Lowen is a
Senior Coach and a Group Dynamics Consultant who has worked
on the issues ol Association and how to market it for some years.

‘The game develops with the player, and takes them on the
Malletsports journey with them in charge’ said Lowen.

A brief description

A Game is made up of separate Contests tor Each Hoop. A
Contest may be won in one or more lnnings, by either player. An
‘Innings’ of Association Croquet is 6 shots with a one ball two
ball (croquet shot) sequence using all balls. In Puzzle Croquet,
you are automatically awarded this sequence,
going straight on to a croquet shot (the name
of the game !) by being given ‘Contact’. Now
you have to solve the puzzle of working out
how to get your ball to the hoop, using all
four balls, and run it (Single Puzzle). After
the allotted shots of your innings, the
opponent now has ‘Contact’, and has an
Innings. Once a hoop is won, the contest is
for the next hoop, after some “Housekeeping”,
if needed.

The Game Grows with you : From
Single Puzzle to Double Puzzle :

As a player gradually learns more of
the croquet shots, they may be expected to
solve two puzzles, (Double Puzzle) - finding
the pathway to the hoop, AND putting a ball
towards the peg. Really skilled players can attempt to solve three
puzzles, as they have to peel a ball as well (Triple Puzzle) !

The game continually grows with the skills of the players,
and two players of different skills levels can play a genuinely
equalised game. Doubles is also a big plus, shot for shot, so players
really learn to become part of a team as they increase their skills
and experience.

Puzzle Croquet is just like Golf Croquet but you use the full
Croquet Innings sequence, and you are getting the pleasure of the
croquet shot.

Puzzle Croquet is just like Association Croquet, but one
hoop is contested at a time, and “Contact” ensures you have an
opportunity to do your best.

Commentators are saying that Puzzle Croquet has the best
of Association Croquet and the best of Golf Croquet.

Club development possibilities
Puzzle Croquet may also bring new possibilities for club
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