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The Croquet Association Manager

The Croquet Association is restructuring its administrative and commercial operations and will appoint a manager to lead the

change.

The CA Manager \‘»viII pla_ylzla key role» in the Association's ongoing success and will help to shape its development by bringing
in-house many of its activities including the CA shop, some accounting functions and the fixtures book; recruiting additional

staff as necessary.

Located in Cheltenham, this appointment is based on a flexible four-day week (28 hours). Salary by negotiation.

The Role:

e Supervise or perform the day-to-day
work of the CA office.

e Maintain and improve the Association’s
administrative systems.

* Integrate and supervise the
commercial activities of the
Association.

e Manage the office and its staff.

The Person:

® Proven relevant experience and a proactive approach to problem
solving.

e A high level of computer literacy including a good working knowledge of
Microsoft Outlook, Word, Excel, database concepts, use of a web
browser, internet search engines, and basic PC housekeeping.

e Experience in Sales & Marketing, electronic bookkeeping (ideally Sage)
and education to degree level would be an advantage.

e Good verbal, written and interpersonal skills, ability to work to tight
deadlines under limited supervision and a good eye for detail.

Interested candidates should forward a covering letter and CV by 4th January 2008 detailing their suitability for the role by
email or post to: Jonathan Isaacs, Meers Farm, The Hollow, West Chiltington RH20 2QA  jonathanisaacs@btinternet.com

e

The Croquet Association Honorary Secretary

A key aspect of restructuring the Croquet Association’s operations will be the appointment of an Honorary Secretary to assist
the Chairman and committees in conducting the CA’s business.

The post will be honorary but the person will receive a modest honorarium. The appointee will be a full member of the CA’s
major committees and will thus have considerable responsibility and standing.

The Role:

Supported as necessary by CA Office staff, the Honorary

Secretary will

The Person:

e An innovative and proactive team worker who has
proven management experience in a complex
organisation.

e Service Association, Council, Management and Executive

meetings, including calling meetings, recording
proceedings, publishing reports, arranging elections and
maintaining the CA’s procedures and rules;

¢ Take the lead in ensuring that the CA maintains the
highest standards of corporate behaviour, particularly in

relation to its employees and members.

e Good verbal, written and interpersonal skills with the
ability to co-ordinate work to tight deadlines and to a
high standard.

¢ Education to degree level or equivalent, with
competency in computer literacy including a working
knowledge of email and Microsoft Word and Excel.

Interested candidates should forward a covering letter and CV by 4th January 2008 detailing their suitability for the role by
email or post to: Jonathan Isaacs, Meers Farm, The Hollow, West Chiltington RH20 2QA  jonathanisaacs@btinternet.com
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Chairman’s Column

ith the main croquet
season now past, officers
of both the Croquet

Association and its member clubs devote a
considerable amount of time in developing
and implementing plans for the future.

Those of you who attended our recent
AGM will be aware that a decision has been
taken to restructure a number of the paid
positions within the CA. This has been
brought about by a number of factors not
least the necessity for our Association to
make better use of modern technology. This
factor, together with the fact that a number
of people will be retiring from posts during
the next two years, has stimulated a
fundamental review of procedures. This
review was completed and presented to
Council in October.

The recommendations of the report
were agreed in principle by the CA Council.
During this winter we are going to
implement phase one which will be the
appointments of a Croquet Association
Manager and an Honorary Secretary. These
two posts are advertised in this edition of
the Gazette and are also on the CA website.
I would urge any of our members who feel
suitably qualified to apply for the posts.

We are intending to fill these posts
during the spring of 2008. Once this has been

‘Whilst a number of
initiatives are started by the
CA, many are started at
club level’

achieved the next tasks will be to consider
how we integrate the CA shop, the
publication of the Fixtures Calendar along
with the modernisation of our administration
procedures in the CA office.

The development of our Juniors is one
of our major priorities and with this in mind
we have formed a cross-committee working
group, chaired by our Vice Chairman to take
our plans forward.

Whilst a number of initiatives are
started by the CA, many are started at club
level. One such example is being launched
by Sussex County Croquet Club
(Southwick) who are launching what we
believe is England’s first “Croquet
Academy”.

Southwick
is one of the
World’s largest
clubs based on
numbers  of
lawns. During
the last eight
years the CA
and the club
have invested considerable monies to
upgrade the lawns and make it a true centre
of excellence for our sport. The Club needs
to increase its revenue to ensure that they
can continue to improve the facilities and,
with this in mind, decided that they wanted
to further develop one of their major
strengths — Coaching.

The Academy is being launched for the
2008 season and will host a comprehensive
range of courses covering both Association
& Golf Croquet.

‘Sussex County CC are
launching England’s
first Croquet Academy’

Full details of their plans will be the
subject of a forthcoming article in the
Gazette. Details of courses will be published
in the Fixtures Calendar & on a planned
Croquet Academy website.

The cost of hosting major National &
International events is high and the CA is
continually looking for sponsorship to help
defray the cost. Many of our sponsorship
initiatives have been created at club level. 1
would ask all our members to use their
contacts to identify potential new sponsors.
Any positive leads should be fed through the
CA office to our Marketing Committee.

Finally may [ take this opportunity to

wish you all a very enjoyable festive season
and good fortune in 2008.

Jonathan Isaccs
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Editorial

ell it’s December and [
know that you all really
want to hibernate or

maybe celebrate, excessively on some
counts no doubt. |
have made my
New Year
resolution early, in
anticipation of the
event and for the
coming year it’s
going to be ‘out of
the comfort zone’ -
or in other words
stop doing the
same old things, in
the same old way. Yes routine is good for
us, up to a point, but I think every now and
again doing new things or challenging how
we do things is equally good for us. T haven’t
played seriously for a few seasons now, but
I think its time to get back to the game, I
miss the challenge and the frustrations and
it will be good to return to playing with an
open mind and play just for the sheer fun of
it.

The next issue of the Gazette will be
having a bit of a facelift too, something of
re-design. The use of full colour has been
successful and 1 think it adds a dimension
that was previously lacking, so lets keep it
moving in the right direction. I have one or
two ideas | would like to try, but [ could do
with some help from someone with a
computer and email, if you a have a few
hours to spare drop me a line or give a call.

In the previous issue Jonathan Isaccs,
the Chairman, asked ‘do whites have to be
sacrosanct’? I suspect apathy rules on this,
I have one letter in support of keeping them.
My own view is that they impractical in our
climate, feed the idea of us being elitist, and
why do we need to have a unifrom and be
controlled? Croquet is a very inividual game,
why can’t we wear what we want and
expand on that, sure we need ot have flat
soled shoes to protect the courts, but what
would be the harm in anyone playing in the
clothes they feel most at ease in? If we want
to encourage young people to play why not
allow them to play in jeans? Who’s to say
we couldn’t look for sponsorship from
‘Levis’? Wouldn’t that be “trendier’than than
the likes of Persil or Ariel?

Gail Curry
Editor
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Letters

In reply
would like to respond to the letters
in the previous issue of the Gazette,
310.

I like the idea of playing alternate
stroke doubles, as Paul Castell wrote,
especially when partners have very different
handicaps. However step 2 suggests that the
player who played the last shot of a turn plays
the first shot of the next turn. The last shot
of a turn could have been a missed roquet, if
this player is not so good at hitting in, he
could be playing shot after shot ad infinitum,
maybe we should just stick to the alternate
stroke play.

Ref Colin Hadley’s letter, what he has
discovered is parallax! You will find that
using the left arm to point to the target causes
the left eye to be the master. Similarly the
right eye becomes the master when pointing
with the right arm.

What with some of the letters, it’s not
difficult to understand why croquet players
are regarded as strange by normal people.

Brian James

One ball, a practical solution

Michael Haslam brings up so many

points in his letter in issue 310,
that it is impossible to know where to begin.

I was left waiting for an appeal to
resurrect wire hoops, wooden mallets,
wooden balls and pegs on the west and east
boundaries, to say nothing of subscriptions
in guineas!

But let’s just comment on ‘One Ball’
Sometimes games finish earlier than
anticipated with perhaps half an hour to
spare. Ideal for a ‘quicky’ One Ball.

Sometimes, as very often at
Northampton where play continues
throughout the winter months, it is simply
too cold to play a three hour game or to sit
down waiting for your turn and a ‘quicky’
One Ball, where play is fairly fast and you’re
on the lawn throughout, is desirable.

One last point: there are newer players
who can’t yet master the complexities of a
four ball break or of planning three hoops
ahead but who can benefit from hitting in,
taking croquet, making an approach, running
a hoop, hitting a long shot to the next hoop.
Owen Bryce

Whites - Sacrosanct

F ollowing Jonathan Isaacs
question in the Gazette about
‘trendier” clothing for tournaments, I did a
straw poll among a dozen of our Golf
Croquet players. The unanimous decision
was that ‘whites’ should definitely be kept,
for tournaments i not for casual occasions.
My own view is that the fact that other
sports are adopting a more colourful
approach is a very good reason for croquet
to stay with white - it makes us distinctive.

As to recruiting younger players, [
guess the problem lies partly with other calls
on their time - studying, part-time jobs,
socialising - and partly lack of publicity for
the game. People, especially young people,
can’t be expected to take an interest in a
sport they know little about and rarely see.
Perhaps CA members with time and
inclination should consider approaching
local schools and offering demonstrations.

Mary Smith

Short croquet, is there any?

I joined the CA though the
encouragement of my club, Southport, only
last year so this year was my first chance to
enter any tournaments. I am only a new
player and was hoping to enter some short
croquet tournaments to improve my play
before I moved on to association, but was
disappointed to find that there were no short
croquet tournaments held anywhere in the
country. [ find all the other disciplines are
there, advance,handicap,golf. This to me
does not encourage people to advance from
golf croquet to association croquet. | have
asked my club to enter tournaments only to
be told that it as been tried and there was
not enough interest.I cannot see how you
can encourage new players to join the CA
when you have no tournaments for them to
enter. Even the handicap tournaments are
mostly low handicap. So [ am asking you if
there is a possibility to have any short
croquet tournaments in next year’s fixtures.
Eileen Gallagher

There are some federations that run
events which do include short croquet, if
anyone wishes to pass the details of those
events to me for publication, then anyone
like Eileen can get involved. Ed.

Pure whimsy
n October the Lawns Advisory
Group ran a course on lawn
management. That reminded me about
sprigs.
Those of you, like me, who can’t bear
to dispose of old Gazettes, can turn up the

article from the USA in Issue 269 —
September 2000 — which describes the
(then) new National Croquet Centre in
Florida. Read again that “the lawns —
complete with an elaborate irrigation system
— were prepared for double-sprigging”.
How does one double sprig, or even single
sprig? What is a sprig?

In November 2001 we were on
holiday in Florida and decided to pop in for
a visit to the new centre, not then with the
superb club house lavishly fitted out as it is
today. We were met and made welcome by
Bob Alman, Director of Marketing, and
Archie Peck, Director of Croquet.

My home club at Southwick has a
considerable financial commitment in
maintaining its eleven lawns so T was
interested to know how their new lawns
were laid. Did you seed or use turf, T asked.
Neither, I was told, too expensive, we
sprigged.

Sprigs are wiry strands of a particular
grass, similar to those we try hard to remove

One of the sprigs that was missed by the first
cut

from our garden lawns. These are chosen
for use in Florida, perhaps because of its
hot and moist climate, and they are cheap.
Perhaps our grass varieties won’t grow there
anyway.

Lorry loads of what we would
describe as “thatch™ were purchased for the
new NCCC, spread on a prepared surface,
kept watered and left to root. Presumably
this was done twice to make sure of a good
result. A photograph of a sprig which missed
its first cut shown below.

A croquet friend of mine at Southwick
has a daughter living in Florida and he recalls
her buying turfs of this type of sprig grass,
with its trailing edges ready to spread and
bind with the adjoining turf, so it’s in
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common use out there.

Could we do this here, with our
climate? T doubt it, and I am not sure we
would want to. We tend to be old fashioned
when it comes to grass, or are we?

Brian Kitching

Alternate stroke yes, alternate

rules, no.

read Paul Castell’s letter in Gazette

10 with interest, but would counsel
strongly against his change of Rule Proposal
2 (“Whoever played the last shot on the
previous turn plays the first shot of the next
turn (to avoid unnecessary debate).” This
cannot be regarded as satisfactory for
“Alternate” stroke, for several reasons. One,
it will not avoid unnecessary debate, as if
you cannot remember who played the last
stroke, you cannot work out whether it is
one person or the other to play regardless
of the Rule. Two, if the previous player had
one stroke - a missed roquet - then that
player would have the next turn’s first stroke
- another missed roquet - and the next turn’s
first stroke - another missed roquet - until
the opponents have scored their 26. Three,
itactually changes the tempo, as the croquet-
stroke player will not alternate as frequently
at the beginning of one turn compared to
another. Alternate Stroke Doubles is already
an official variant, at least for handicap play,
in Appendix 4 - so the principles are
established, even if the game is Alternate
Stroke Advanced.

Bruce Rannie

Is this yours?
Every club having open
tournaments must suffer as we do
at Southwick from the problem of lost
property.

All sorts of things get left behind: odd
socks, towels, pairs of glasses, trousers,
sweaters, various types of head gear, and
much else. Even a ladies vanity case - how
can anyone forget that? Or, recently, a white
Nike cap sporting a silver aeroplane pin - is
this yours?

We have decided that enough is
enough. As items are found they will be
labeled with the current date and then
disposed after a period of three months.
Posters to that effect have been placed in
the changing rooms. Of course we will
always try to identify ownership, but how
many of us write our name on our kit? If we
are able to find an owner the item will be
returned at his or her expense.

Brian Kitching
Secretary, Sussex County Croquet
Club

Whatever happened to Nod
Grunt?
One of the enduring legends of
croquet is that of the infamous
Nod Grunt. No-one knew where he came
from or where he went, although most people
hoped he would stay there. He could be
classed as one of the all-time croquet greats
- he certainly grated on most of us. As one
of the few people who knew him well and is
still alive, or at least still with the will to live,
I feel that a review of his career is in order.
Nod always claimed to be a famous
poet. | fact he used to sign his work as “Poet
Laminate 1876”. This seems unlikely as this
would have put him as well over 100,
although looking at him, one wondered.....
Other aspects of his life are also of
dubious provenance such as being the love-
child of Aunt Emma, holder of the Felixstowe
two-ball, winner of the Rutland opens for 6
years and the husband of Dorothy Rush.
Decency and the laws of libel prohibit
me from repeating most of his poetry here,
but this fragment does give an example of
his standard and explains why William
McGonagle was inspired to write “The Tay
Bridge disaster”.

Croquet in the Rain

The rain came down and it was in great
sheets

The players were walking around with
very wet feets

The grass was all soggy with puddles
everywhere

But one bold player the weather did dare

He seized his mallet and with a mighty
swing
Struck the ball and made the welkin ring
It bounced a few times and missed all the
hoops then it hit the peg, just on the rim
And Nod Grunt was the winner, all hail to
him

Does this not stir your heart? Or at
least one of your internal organs?

Despite all of this, Nod really became
a household name (sink plunger was the one
most commonly used) in the 1980s when a
scurrilous magazine called “Taking the
Bisque” appeared. To those of you too young
to remember, this was a sort of croquet

5
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The only known picture of Nod, taken at
Southport, by P.C. 2426

“Private Eye” It is not clear who published
this. There have been rumours that our
illustrious Gazette editor was involved but |
find this hard to credit. Be that as it may,
Nod was in his element, searching out
scandal and fearlessly reporting all that he
discovered (or made up, as some would have
it). He also found an ideal platform for his
poetry, which may account for the
magazine’s demise a few years later.

After this Nod went into a decline. He
did have a short foray onto the Nottingham

M C Percival Mallets

The new proven TM range of mallets
are available with proven Carbon fibre
or ash handles, mallet weights are
adjustable by +/- flto 3ozs from any base
weight . Handles are adjustable for
angle, removable and interchangeable.
all mallets are made to vyour
specification.
o vt A new range of hard
wearing synthetic grips
| available in various
i l | colours, lengths from 2
to 18 metres. Alterations
or repairs are
undertaken to any mallet (over 350
completed so far).
Contact Michael Percival, The Laurels,
Heath Road, Hessett, Suffolk IP30 9BJ
Telephone 01359 270200 Mobile
07780677943
Email: michael@croguetmallets.co.uk

Web: www.croquetmallets.co.uk

board and gained the Olson Award for
interesting content but it wasn’t really his
scene.

Finally, after having been barred from
every club in the world, Nod disappeared
from view.

I had high hopes of tracking him down
via the Internet, especially when Google gave
over 100 hits for “Nod Grunt”,
Unfortunately most of these were simply the
conjunction of nod and grunt as a means of
communication. Whilst this seemed most
apposite regarding his attitude when playing,
it got me no further. Nor did the fact that a
Nod grunt is a basic foot soldier in a
computer game. | tried using his name in
conjunction with croquet but this yielded
nothing. An attempt to link his name with
some of the epithets used about him only
resulted in an email from Google to say that
although they were broad-minded, that sort
of language would not be tolerated.

It seemed that all was lost until recently
while searching through a landfill site in
pursuit of my hobby (which need not concern
us here) I came across a torn scrap of paper
with the following writing on it.

Ode to Emma, my dear mo

Who taught me almost every

Little Jack Horner, hid in a corner
Keeping opponent away

He pulled out a bisque without any risque
And drove us all mad every day

nt, Poet L
rough Cro
ber 2000

Could Nod still live? Perhaps we will never
know
Please excuse this being in crayon, but they
won’t let me have anything sharp.
(There is a signature, Gail, but unfortunately it
is illegible)
Don Gaunt
Well for what its worth I hope Nod is still out
there, maybe getting ready to stage a comeback.
Ed.

Start the season off with a holiday

and some coaching.
have been approached by a few
people asking about the possibility
of playing or having some coaching outside
our normal summer season in a warmer
climate. If there is sufficient interest in
organising something in April 2008 then we
will do that. Possible venues would be
Greece, Spain or Egypt. If you might be
interested please contact Keith Aiton in the

first  instance by  email  at
kmhaiton@msn.com or phone 01400
282841

David Openshaw, President WCF

Protecting hoop holes

arlier this season Middlesbrough

club moved to two splendid
bowls lawns in Albert Park. At our previous
base we’d put up with the usual attentions
of crows in late summer and autumn,
digging around hoop holes in search of
leather-jackets. However our new parkland
setting obviously has a thriving
wildlife population, as there is also evidence

B — Ty} e o 3

of occasional damage by a resident fox, in
addition to pecking crows! We understand
that at Surbiton (and possibly other clubs)
hoop-holes are protected when lawns are
not in use with pieces of coarse steel mesh.
We have adapted this idea and made two
sets of inconspicuous lightweight ‘covers’
which locate in the hoop-holes (as shown
in the photo) and can easily be removed by
groundsmen. At least now the predators’
attention has moved away from critical

regions of the lawns.

Charles Waterfield

THE CROQUET ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at The
Hurlingham Club on Saturday 13" October 2007.

Present: Prof. Bernard Neal (President), Jonathan Isaacs
(Chairman of Council), Dr Roger Bray (Treasurer) and Klim
Seabright (Secretary).

56 Associates were in attendance.

Professor Neal took the chair and welcomed all to the
meeting and thanked them for their attendance.

1. Apologies for Absence.

The President reported that, but for his recent illness, John
Solomon, the Past-President, would be attending his 50" AGM
without a break. The meeting therefore decided to “deem™ John
to be present!

There were 20 apologies for absence.

2. Minutes of the previous Meeting held on Saturday
14™ October 2006.

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the
14" October 2006 were signed as a true record of the meeting.

3. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman presented the following report to the meeting
and then invited questions:

Ladies & Gentlemen,

My first year in office started on a very positive note with
the GB team winning the 2006 MacRobertson Shield in
comprehensive style. Many tributes have been passed to them and
it was gratifying to see that not only were representatives invited
to attend the BBC Sports Personality of the Year but the whole of
the winning team were invited to attend this year’s Wimbledon
including a period in the Royal Box.

Our thoughts have now focused on 2010 when we need to
maintain our position as the leading Association Croquet nation
in the world. With this in mind we are putting in place initiatives
to develop the next generation of top class players.

A working party consisting of CA Council Members put
forward a series of recommendations to Council as to how we
can best develop both Association & Golf Croquet in our domain.
As a result of their recommendations the responsibility for Golf
Croquet has been partially integrated in the existing CA committee
structure rather than being considered by a separate committee.
Tournaments will continue to be run by separate committees but
closer liaison will be implemented in an attempt to reduce the
number of clashes in the fixtures calendar.

Golf Croquet is continuing to grow as has been shown in
the latest survey. Association Croquet is steady with some clubs
developing this variant with notable success. The Development
Committee are now setting out on the task of identifying good
practices in the development of both games and plan to
communicate these to member clubs in the hope that we can all
learn trom each other’s successes.

We are working at increasing the profile of Garden Croquet.
The CA web site now features Garden Croquet on its home page
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and we have published the rules of Garden Croquet. The National
Garden Croquet Classic has been run for the second year and |
personally had the privilege of managing the regional final at
Southwick. I was very impressed with the standard of play and
very gratified to see a number of younger players gaining immense
enjoyment from the game. With well over 250,000 garden croquet
sets scattered around the country this offers us an immense
opportunity to get more people playing at club level.

Earlier this year we supported the first Junior International
Golf Team competition where a team of CA juniors competed
against an Irish CA junior squad. Congratulations must go to our
team on an excellent victory. However the most important point
is that the event actually happened and will hopefully be the start
of some serious junior development on the Home & International
circuit.

‘Whilst I’m on this subject an exciting new concept in Golf
Croquet is being actively considered by the Golf Croquet
Tournament Committee. Called 10-10 Golf Croquet, it will appeal
to clubs of all sizes over the country, but most important should
attract younger players. More details of the concept will emerge
over the coming months. WATCH THIS SPACE!

During the past season I have visited a number of clubs
who have been the recipient of CA grants. It was gratifying to see
that the monies had been put to good effect and improved the
facilities at the clubs in question. One club that I visited was Pendle.
This club was forced to move to a new location. The cost of setting
up a new 5 lawn club complete with a club house and all the other
facilities required is not insignificant. The late John Beech together
with a very active team managed to raise the funds required and it
was very gratifying to witness the fruits of their labours with what
is proving to be an excellent facility.

Our thanks must go to John Beech for all his efforts not
only at Pendle but on Council where he was a very active member.
John left the Association a generous bequest and on behalf of the
CA, T am writing to his wife to express our appreciation.

Our Golf Croquet Laws Committee has worked with the
WCF Golf Croquet Rules Committee during the last two years to
produce the new edition of the WCF Golf Croquet Rules which
was published earlier this year. The necessary internal procedure
to adopt these rules for use within the Domain will proceed during
the winter months and the necessary comparison documents for
our referees and copies of the new rules will be printed in time for
our 2008 season.

The changes in the new WCF Rules do very little to change
the way in which the game of Golf Croquet is played except for
the wrong ball law where the rather draconian penalties for playing
the wrong ball have been removed. The changes in wording are
designed to assist the player in a better understanding of the intent
of the rules. An opportunity has been taken to remove all the
unnecessary references to the duties of a referee in charge as this
form of refereeing is extremely unusual outside world
championships and Egypt.

Our Laws Committee believe the new wording is a
considerable improvement on the previous text but all CA members
will have a chance to comment on the new wording prior to its
adoption at the January 2008 Council meeting. The proposed text
will be published on the CA web site during November 2007.

Some minor changes to Association Croquet Laws are
currently being considered by the International Laws Committee
of the WCF.
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We cannot understate the amount of effort and time that is
put into our sport by volunteers at all levels of the game. The
Croquet Association is very dependant on these people who give
an exceptional amount of time to enable the Association to develop.
For this 1 am sure you would join me in thanking these unsung
heroes for all they have done and are continuing to do to help
Croquet to flourish in our domain. However | have a concern
which I believe needs prompt attention — Some of the key roles in
the Association are carried out by volunteers without back up. In
business it is common when looking at succession planning to ask
the question “Who will do your job if you are unable to continue
your role tomorrow?”. We are vulnerable in a number of areas. As
such your Executive Committee has developed a report where
we are suggesting a structural change to the paid posts within the
CA.

This will be debated at Council after lunch today with a
view to implementing an improved system over the next 2 years.
We are not proposing the construction of an enormous empire
but are hoping to develop a system where there is more than one
person who can carry out the key functions of the Association
and a system of development for the future is put in place.

L anticipate that with Council’s blessing these changes will
evolve over the remainder of this decade.

At a recent AGM the question of Charitable Status was
discussed in relation to a new Charities Act that was due to be
enacted in November 2006. Thanks to one of our member’s efforts
a wording change was implemented where the word “exertion”
was replaced by “exercise”. This important change could well mean
that the CA could qualify for Charitable Status if it so desired.

A working group was appointed to determine whether it
will be in our interests to change. We held our first meeting earlier
this year and will need to discuss the situation further now that
the Charities Commission definitive guidelines have just been
published. (CC21)

Finally I would like to thank our President, my Vice
Chairperson, the Treasurer and all our committees together with
the Secretary and his Assistant for the excellent support I have
had during the last year.

4. Accounts for the Year to December 2006 and
Treasurer’s Report

4.1 The Treasurer presented the Accounts for the Year to
December 2006 and gave a brief report.

4.2 The Treasurer highlighted the contribution which the
CA’s commercial activities had made to the financial wellbeing of
the CA. He congratulated David Collins and Jeff Dawson for their
efforts in this respect. This contribution now amounted to about
18% of total revenue. He stated that it was interesting to note
that sales to non-members accounted for about 80% of total sales.
The Treasurer also stated that the CA owed a debt of gratitude to
Jonathan Isaacs and Quiller Barrett for their pro-active promotion
of the CA commercial activities.

4.3 The Treasurer noted that there was a slight decrease in
applications for grants, awards and loans. It was particularly
pleasing to note however that, due to the success of commercial
actlivity, the expenditure, loans and awards could easily be
perceived to be funded from external sources.
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4.4 The Treasurer reported that current year income
from club subscriptions showed an increase, whilst individual
subscriptions remained static.

4.5 The Treasurer reported that there would be no
requirement to increase subscriptions in the following year.

4.6 The President congratulated the Secretary on his effort
to reduce the cost of Civil Liability Insurance by such a significant
amount.

4.7 It was proposed by Eileen Magee and seconded by
Dave Kibble that the accounts be accepted (nem.con.)

5. Election of Treasurer.
There being no other nominations, Dr Roger Bray was duly
re-elected as Treasurer.

6. Election of Reporting Accountant.

The Treasurer expressed his appreciation of the work of
Marian Hemsted during the previous year. Marian Hemsted was
re-elected, by “acclamation”, after being proposed by Patricia
Duke-Cox and seconded by Richard Hoskyns.

A vote of thanks to Marian Hemsted, was passed by
“acclamation”.

7. Election of Vice Presidents

The Secretary announced that the result of the postal ballot,
when added to the vote at the AGM, was overwhelmingly in favour
of Andrew Hope and Colin Irwin becoming Vice-Presidents of
the CA. Votes cast were, for Colin Irwin 261 (there were two
votes cast against); and 249 votes in favour of Andrew Hope (there
were six votes cast against). These figures include votes by member
clubs.

The President congratulated Andrew and Colin on their
election.

8. Election of Council Members

There being no other nominations, Jonathan Isaacs, David
Openshaw, lan Parkinson, Alan Pidcock and lan Vincent were
therefore re-elected to Council.

9. Proposed amendments to the Rules of the Croquet
Association.

9.1. The Council of the Croquet Association propose that
the Rules be changed to allow the option of electronic, in addition
to the existing postal voting, for the election of members of Council
and on motions put to general meetings.

In favour of the motion — 250 (including member clubs)
Against the motion — 11

The motion was therefore carried

9.2 The Council of the Croquet Association propose that
Overseas members of the Association shall receive notice of

meetings electronically and be able to vote for the election of
members of Council and on motions put to general meetings.

In favour of the motion - 235 (including member club votes)
Against the motion - 15

Abstentions - 1

The motion was therefore carried

9.3 The Council of the Croquet Association propose that
the “Rules of The Croquet Association” be changed to “The
Constitution of the Croquet Association™

In favour of the motion — 233 (including member club votes)
Against the motion - 7
The motion was therefore carried.

10. Benefactors’ Book.
The Secretary read out the names of the benefactors.

11. Presentations of the Apps and Steel Memorial Bowls.

11.1 The Apps Memorial Bowl was presented to Richard
Dickson.

11.2 The Steel Memorial Bowl was presented to Alwen
Bowker
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Alwen Bowker and Richard Dickson winners of the most improved
plaver awards, with CA President, Prof. Bernard Neal.

12, Presentations of Croquet Association Diplomas

The President presented CA Diplomas to:

Roger Morris, Richard Clarke, Gerry Eccles, Ken Mason
and Patrick Alden and Diplomas were awarded to Sheila Watts,
Hamish Hall, John Hobbs and Peter Stone, and will be presented
at their clubs.

The citations will appear in the Gazette and on the CA
Website

13. Presentation of the Council Medal to David Magee.
The President presented the Council Medal to David Magee.

14. Presentation of Lifetime Coaching Award to Don
Mears.

The President presented the Lifetime Coaching award to
Don Mears.
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David Magee, being presented with the Council Medal, by President,
Prof. Bernard Neal. The medal is awarded for outstanding
contribution to the CA.

15. Presentation of the Coach of the Year Award to
Jennet Blake.

The President presented the Coach of the Year Award to
Jennet Blake.

16. Any Other Business

16.1 Concern was expressed about the future of croquet
and information was sought about the current and possible future
provision of all-weather facilities. Patricia Duke-Cox summarised
the present CA provision and undertook to pass the matter to the
appropriate committees for consideration.

16.2 The Secretary reported that there had been no claims
against the civil liability insurance during the previous three years.
16.3 Presentation of Club Awards:

The Townsend Award for 2006 was awarded to Cornwall
Croquet Club and will be presented at the Federation AGM.

The Apps Heley Award for 2006 is shared by Leven and
Crake Valleys Croquet Club and Royal Tunbridge Wells Croquet
Club.

The President presented the cup and inscribed plaque to
Jon Diamond, representing the Royal Tunbridge Wells Club.
Council member Charles Waterfield had presented Crake Valley
with their inscribed plaque earlier in the year.

The Millennium award was not awarded for 2006

17. President’s Closing Address.

It gives me great pleasure to refer to the outstanding success
of our MacRobertson Shield team in Australia at the end of last
year. They beat New Zealand by 15 matches to 6, the USA by 19-
2 and Australia by the same margin to become the holders for the
sixth successive time.

The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club invited
them, together with the Manager and two constant supporters, to
The Championships on the Ladies’ final day. They enjoyed excellent



























