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The Croquet Gazette is published six times
per year, in February, April, June, August,
October and December.

Publication Schedule

Copy should reach the Editor before the 15th
of the month before publication is due.
However if you have something that you think

the Editor may be willing to expand this
deadline for, please contact her direct before
making any assumption.

Email contributions, including tournament
reports should be sent direct to the Editor. or
copied to the Editor if they are being posted
to the Nottingham List. Digital images are the
easiest to work with, but coloured
photographic prints are also acceptable.
Please send digital jpeg or tifl format files.
Please accompany all images with a
description of the subject of the picture. If you
require any material to be returned please
enclose an SAE.

Tournament Reports & Results

Emailed reports are welcomed. Attachments
may be sent in Microsoft Word format. or text
format. Handwritten reports are no longer
acceptable due to the illegibility of most.
Queries regarding the delivery of the Gazette
to members should be directed to the Manager
of the Croquet Association and not to the Editor.

The Croquet Gazette is printed by Billingham
Press, Central Avenue, Billingham, Stockton
on Tees.

Our Treasurer has had
a most successful season

£2010 -1 v iatham & d ¢ latham

Two weekends, an Open, a big Handicap
and of course the Club Championship!

- Goodnesé! Wher‘ever' drd youfmd
such a wonderful mallet?

Harrumph! )

o
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Chairman’s Column

was very pleased to take

over as Chairman of

Council after this year’s
AGM. [ can only hope that I can
continue the excellent work that my
predecessor, Patricia Duke-Cox,
carried out over the last two years,
particularly in her support for our
young players, as well as travelling
round the country meeting as many
of you as possible.

I started playing croquet 41 years ago and since then [ have
always been interested in the administration and development of
the game (as well as playing, of course). 1 served on Council in
the 1980s. as well as for the last 6 years, during which time I have
chaired most of the main committees as well as various technical
committees. | believe that this experience in the workings of the
CA has given me a sound base from which to help guide the CA
forward in the future.

[ aim to use this column to keep you informed of the work
that is being planned and carried out by Council through its
committee structure as | believe that there are too many club
members who have been heard to say “What does the CA do?’. |
would like to think this will be clearer by the end of my period as
Chairman,

I take over at a time when we are basking in the success of
our MacRobertson Shield team this year. However, the nature of
this success with its close matches gave us early warning that we
cannot rest on our laurels. The general high standard of play,
particularly from the exciting new young players, Robert Fletcher
from Australia and Paddy Chapman from New Zealand,
demonstrated that the other countries are fast catching us up. In
the Golf Croquet world we have been playing catch-up for some
years, with the Egyptians being the top players.

The key to being successful in international competitions
is to have a healthy competitive croquet scene from the club “grass
roots’ upwards. One of the key objectives of the CA is to ensure
that this is the case, by providing clubs with the infrastructure
and support they need to develop and thrive. We are fortunate to
have a thriving tournament circuit, and we must work to ensure
this continues and flourishes. We also need to find new, young
players with the potential to reach the top in both codes and give
them the help and encouragement they need to succeed. Your
Council has recognised this need and is looking at ways to achieve
this. T will report in future columns on progress made.

You can also help at your own club by encouraging new
blood into the game. Playing croquet is probably one of the
easiest ways to rise to the level of international play in sport,
provided that you have the natural ability required by the game.
So please go out and pass on this message and let us all aim to
continue to lead the world in Association Croquet, and maybe
cven to overtake the Egyptians in Golf Croquet!

Barry Keen
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Letters

Charity One-Ball Championship
2011 - calling all clubs

his event is now well-established

in the croquet calendar, and every
year we increase the amount raised for
charity. In 2010 260 players competed in 19
heats all around the country and almost
£1400 was raised for Macmillan Cancer
Support.

It has been suggested that in 2011 we
participate in the Breast Cancer Campaign’s
‘Sports Club Challenge’. This is a
nationwide initiative involving thousands
of sportspeople. If we raise £1000 then
croquet is recognised as a “Gold’ contributor;
if £2500 then we reach the coveted ‘Pink’
level!

So, we need lots of clubs to run heats
- a one-ball tournament between now and
the end of April. Three to four hours is all
that is required for this quick-fire game and
itis a fun way of keeping your eye in during
the winter, or for blowing away the cobwebs
in the spring.

Each player is asked to contribute £5
and the winner of every heat (with a
minimum £40 donation) gets a free place in
the final, at Winchester, in May, where some
great trophies will be available. Also, in
keeping with the spirit of the Sports Club
Challenge, all heat participants are asked to
wear something pink - it might be aribbon, a
sock, a hat or any item of clothing or
accessory which is visible! Please let me
have the date of your club heat, and
afterwards who won. If you need any further
information or help contact me, on 0118-971-
2948 or kevin@profundus.com. If you
cannot put on a heat then a donation will be
welcome.

Kevin Carter

A more complicated hoop-lifter

The simple hoop-lifter, illustrated and
described in Issue 328 by Martin French,
has the advantage of avoiding any strain of
lifting, either directly by grasping the top of
the hoop or indirectly through using an
alternative, simple design (as presently at
Letchworth) involving levering upwards. A
side-view diagram of this is illustrated in
Fig.1 with the top of the hoops of various
heights shown in section.
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Use of either design is, however, likely
to cause some movement of the hoop out of
the vertical as it is loosened, depending on
the angle of lift, so enlarging the holes,
loosening the fit and requiring repair and/or
deeper subsequent insertion to ensure
stability. Such movement can be minimised
by having the pivot point level with the point
of contact under the hoop. This would be
about 11 inches (10 7/8 inches) above ground
level (as in Fig. 1 for a hoop 11 ' inches
high and made of round metal 5/8 inches in
diameter). In practice, hoops are legally
allowed to vary between 11 and 12 inches in
height and, in addition, are often inserted
with their carrots somewhat above or below
ground level, in which cases the
displacement from the vertical on lifting is
increased. The initial angle of lift for hoops
10 % or 11 % inches above ground is
indicated by the arrows in Fig. 1.

An alternative hoop-lifter has,
therefore, been designed to ensure an almost
perfect vertical lift for hoops in the range 11
to 12 inches in height that are either proud
or sunken by as much as "2 inch.

It consists of a lever, hinged directly
onto a base and also hinged to a wedge
having five alternative grooves available to

(|

fit under the top of the hoop. Fig. 2 shows
the device with the central groove placed
under a hoop that is 11 ' inches above
ground. The other grooves are used when
the hoop is either higher or lower than that.
The hinges are arranged to give a
mechanical advantage of about 4:1, and the
lever is arranged to restrict its downward
travel to about 4 inches, resulting in a
controlled upward movement of the hoop
of about an inch. In use: the device is placed
in the hoop in line with white locating-marks
(see photo below); the wedge and lever are

lifted up; the appropriate groove located
under the top of the hoop (Fig. 2); and the
lever depressed.

In making the device for the
conditions described, the vertical height
above ground of the five grooves in the
wedge (allowing for a thickness of the hoop
of 5/8 inch) should be 11 7/8, 11 3/8, 10 7/8,
10 3/8, and 9 7/8 inches respectively.
John S. Alabaster

Golf Croquet — hoop running and

clearance shots

wonder how many readers have

ead Tim King’s detailed report on
the Ascot Cup Final? This was a riveting
match played by two teenagers, Jacob Carr
and James Goodbun at Ryde in late Sept
2010. Ts there a lesson that the growing
number of golf croquet players can learn
from this match, just won by James, and
both in the prime of their hand/eye co-
ordination?

Timis becoming a 21" century George
Beardoe Grundy (1861-1948). Dr Grundy
fellow at Corpus, Oxford: an ancient
historian, celebrated topographer and
croquet statistician played off —1.5
handicap when aged 60 - an Oxford resident
like Tan Plummer. Tim sat outside in a bare
shirt in a bitter north wind jotting down all

the strokes and tactics of the [inal game. Dr
Grundy, however, once ran wearing full
body armour the course run by the
Athenians in their marathon charge. He
disproved Heroditas’ comments that they
ran fast, finding that their pace was only a
trot.

How do [ know this? From 1948-1952
1 used to cycle in the summer to see my old
friend and croquet mentor. Cultured and
kind, he lived and slept in the garden shed
at Bristol Croquet Club (then Clifton &
County) next to his Atco mower and
surrounded by books and sheet music, he
was Arthur Albert Munro, known at the club
as the other Monroe! This wouldn’t be
allowed nowadays. Sometimes we would be
joined for a picnic lunch by my other two
croquet mentors, my father George
Lawrence Ormerod, and a country
gentleman, ex-Presidents Cup player, Mr F.
W. Ward. We would all practice hitting tice
length distances, 8-12 yards, and running
hoops from the boundary, 6 yards. We
would talk of music, literature, sports and
stock broking and it transpired that Mr Ward
had helped Dr Grundy with two books on
Gloucestershire history, and also liked to
know his chances of tice hitting and running
long hoops, as well as the tricky 6 yarder.

At Ryde I witnessed both James and
Jacob consecutively hit 30 yard clearance
shots, but it is very interesting to note in
Tim King’s record of shots hit and missed,
that figures roughly match those of Dr
Grundy and Mr Ward, viz 2 out of 3 for 7-12
yarders, and approx 50% for shots over 12
yards. Interestingly, croquet players I have
seen as very fine shots did not hit unduly
hard like James and Jacob, e.g. Pat Cotter
and William Prichard, both softly; Nigel
Aspinall, Keith Wylie, Strat Liddiard. Bob
Jackson Reg Bamford, David Maugham
among others only moderately firm, but
rhythmical.

For hoop running it was clear to me
how hard James and Jacob still chose to
hit, and only 16 hoops successfully run out
of 26 at less than 3 yards is maybe a
reflection of such hard hitting?

Certainly at our newly formed
Swanage (85 members) and Wareham (42
Members) Goltf Croquet Clubs, T try to advise
a quiet, rhythmical steady and controlled
stroke, as being one more likely to succeed
when running a hoop.

Arthur Ross (NZ) knew a small band
of players who ran their hoops at a
“tremendous pace having uncanny
powers”, [ don’t know if he visited Egypt,
but he and all other authors have advised
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the Swanage and Warcham tempo for hoop
running. Over to the hard hitters to prove
their hoop running skills, but renewed
congratulations to Jacob and James for their
excellent clearances in such a spectacular
final.

Oh and by the way George Grundy
and his wife once floated across a bay on
inflated goat skins when on a survey to
prove that this method of sea travel was
possible!

So, where Jacob and James are up
there with the best shooters I have seen,
Tim King, although braving the north wind,
has some way to go before being the
complete topographer and croquet
statistician.

William Ormerod

Picturesque
hile playing in the B level
advanced weekend

tournament at Sidmouth this season [ took
this photo of their beautifully re-thatched
pavilion. I wondered if anyone can match
this with a similarly outstanding example of
traditional building crafts at a croquet club.
At Sidmouth they also have a thatched hut
providing shelter adjacent to Lawn 4.

Michael Poole

Listening for the solution..........
or several years the Swindon
Croquet Club have introduced
many local groups to the Sport of Croquet.
Two of the groups have disabled members
who use wheelchairs and to ensure they
were not excluded set the club a challenge.

The wheel chair player finds the
standard mallet very difficult to use either
{rom the side or in front of the wheel chair.

The club chairman Arthur Ingersoll is
a member of the Stratton Stroke Club which
helps stroke members to lead as normal a life
as possible and are invited along to the
Croquet club as one of their activities.

In one of the many discussions with
the club chairman on the difficultly that the
wheelchair player has using the standard
mallet the ‘light bulb’ suddenly lit up when
Arthur said ‘it needs something like a flat
iron’. This turned into several sketches
based on the flat iron idea before a final
design matured. The club was successful in
applying for a ‘Grass Roots’ grant from
Swindon Borough Council to pay for the
materials to manufacture the mallets which
have proved successful among the social
groups that have used them.

Mallets have yet to be proven for
constant use at a higher level of play, to date
they have only been used for social golf,
kiwi and indoor puck croquet.

First thoughts on the mallet was that
it should be adjustable for length to cope
with the different chair heights and arm
length children/adults. Adjustment is not
really essential if the mallet is to be made for
asingle player once a height/length of mallet
has been determined.

A prototype from plywood with nylon
faces proved the idea and was [irst used by
the Stratton Stroke Club. In the first batch
the material was upgraded to polypropylene.

Mallet design is a grip handle that
slides up and down on a spine, the lower

Left to right: The plywood prototype, Polypropylene mallet extended and Polypropylene mallet closed.
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spine having cheeks attached to form the
mallet head and the sliding grip provided
with clamp to lock out in the favoured
position.

John Airey

Something to recommend
was down at my far country club
Cheltenham for the first time and
espied what looked to me as an Anthony
Caro metalwork piece. [ asked what it was
and was told all about it, the fact that John
Hobbs had made it for Reg Bamford to
further improve his swing, but that nobody
used it now. | asked if 1 could have a go,
(having an Irish Grip I do cast) and thought
it really worked as I noticed the difference
in my next game. | thereupon would run
down to the back of the club and have a go
each time 1 had a chance, even as soon as |
got there in the mornings. 1 was asked if' [
would like to have it (by way of paying them
a donation to a charity) I jumped at the
chance.

My original thinking was to give it to
Bowdon Club my home club but they
declined saying they did not have space,
which is why it has ended up in my garden.
lan Lines brought it down for me earlier this
year, as | don’t have a car and between him
and a fellow member Tan Bell we put it up,
celebrating with Champagne.

[ use it every evening I can and more
at the weekends. Certainly if has improved
my shooting, and I will endeavour to
improve even further,

While John does no longer make the
swing trainers, he is willing to send the plans
via email to anyone who wants to have a go
at making their own - what better way to
spend a winter? You can contact John at
Hobsmallets@waitrose.com

Francois Garcia
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News & Information

Notes from the CA Office
Membership Renewals
es, it’s that time of year again —
by the time you read this you

should have had your membership renewal
letter, complete with the details we hold on
your record in the office. Please do take a
few minutes to check that the details are
correct. Frequently missed details are
changes of telephone number, email address
and bank details il you are a direct debit
payer. We find that although banks state that
they will take care of everything when a
customer changes banks, they don’t always
do this and we are not informed about
changes of bank accounts. Changes
frequently only come to light when we try to
take a membership subscription through
direct debit and it is rejected. So please do
check.
Facebook

The CA now has a Facebook page
which will be updated regularly with news
and information that is relevant to croquet
players. It will also give us in the office a
quick and speedy way to keep you up to
date with things we are doing, such as
sending out membership forms and working
on the Fixtures Book.
CA Shop

We will still be sending out orders up
to the day before Christmas Eve, but to be
realistic, the 20 December is the last day that
we can be reasonably certain that orders
despatched by Royal Mail will reach their
destinations. Larger orders sent by courier
on next day delivery are less affected.
Christmas is the ideal time to give a croquet
-related gifi and in addition to croquet, this
year we are stocking Jaques chess and bridge
sets, so please look at the website for full
details.

Finally, we at the office, that’s Liz, Liz
and Liz, wish all our members a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

AC Inter-County Championship
2011

s at the AC Tournament

Committee meeting on Sat 30 Oct,
only 20 provisional county entries had been
received for the 2011 event as Wiltshire has
decided that they cannot raise a viable team.
Allowing fora CA Select team, this will mean
a total of 21 teams and if we stick to our
normal programme would mean two bye

rounds for each second division team.

This is not very satisfactory as the
necessary nine games in division two could
be completed in three days. On this basis
Manager, Chris Williams, has had a look at
possible formats and has suggested the
following:

Div 1 will remain in its normal format,
covering four days with each team having
one bye. Div 2 will be reduced to three days
(No byes and no play on Tuesday) with
play at the two venues being arranged as
follows:

On the first two days, three Div 1 and
four Div 2 counties go to Compton and so
six of the Div1 counties will have their byes
at Compton in those two days.

On the third day all 10 division two
counties are at Southwick, which means that
seven Div | counties will be at Compton
(another 3 byes)

On the final day all [ 1 Div1 counties
are at Southwick (remaining two byes).

This format would appear to be ideal
and has the following advantages:

* There will still be a good mix of
division one and two players at the two
venues which many feel is the basis for
popularity of this event.

* The accommodation costs of
division two teams may be reduced.

* All teams in a division will be at the
same venue when they complete their
programme so no problems with trophy
presentation.

NOTE As Div 2 teams will finish late
on the Monday, a 9.00am start may be
considered for that day.

As there is still a possibility that we
could get an entry from a joint team, the AC
Tournament Committee has decided that the
programme will not be finalised until the
Spring meeting of the committee. The entry
of all teams who have made the provisional
entry is confirmed and any further viable
entries received by the Office before 30 Jan
will be considered for the final place.

If no further entries are received, the
event will be shortened to three days for
the Div 2 and the entry fee reduced by £12/
team. If a further viable team enters, the
competition will revert to the normal four
days for each division.The entry of a CA
Select team for 201 1 is therefore confirmed
and any players interested in playing for
that team should contact myself.

Bill Arliss, Tournament Director

AGM Minutes

THE CROQUET ASSOCIATION

(Unconfirmed, 3™ Draft) Minutes of the Annual General
Meeting held at 11 am at The Hurlingham Club on Saturday
16" October 2010,

Present: Quiller Barrett (President), Colin Irwin (Vice-
President), Patricia Duke-Cox (Chairman of Council), Dr Roger
Bray (Hon. Treasurer), Dr Ian Vincent (Hon. Secretary), Elizabeth
Larsson (CA Manager) and 75 other Associates.

1. Apologies for Absence.

Apologies for absence were received from Geoffrey Cuttle,
James Field, Gabrielle Higgins, Andrew Hope, Richard Hoskyns,
David Kibble, Stephen Mulliner, David Mumford, David
Openshaw, John Solomon, John Spiers, Diana and Richard
Stevens and Geoff Young.

2. Minutes of the previous Meeting held on Saturday
17" October 2009.

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the
17" October 2009 were signed as a true record of the meeting.

3. Annual Report from Council

The Chairman of Council, Patricia Duke-Cox, presented the
following report:

“I present the report of Council’s aclivities over the last
year.

The most prestigious team event in the croquet calendar is
the MacRobertson Shield and it is with great pleasure T am able to
report that not only were the CA pleased to host the championship,
but that the selected CA team won the event! It might have been
by the closest margin for a long time, but success was ours for the
seventh consecutive time. For the first time there was an expanded
field of entry with additional tiers of national teams introduced
from 17 countries unable to compete at the premier level and these
were also hosted in this country under the auspices of the World
Croquet Federation. Well done to all involved as many hours
were spent designing logos, setting up a dedicated website,
providing live commentary, preparing lawns, drumming up
publicity and catering for the teams and visitors.

The work of the committees during the year asks for
teamwork and co-operation from our elected and co-opted
volunteers. All have performed well and T would like to highlight
some of their achievements or activities:

Coaching — introduced the mentoring scheme for juniors
published in April both in the Gazette and on the website. Two
pairings have been agreed to date. A third edition of the Guide to
Golf Croquet was also published this year.

Development — awarded grants to Bury, Dowlish Wake,
Shrewsbury, Surbiton and Beverley Croquet Clubs. They are also
considering ways to encourage sustainability of clubs and green
issues.
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Equipment — The Hopewell cast iron hoop has been
examined as described in the Technical section of the website and
now has full CA Approval (Standard and Championship). New
Sunshiny Ist and 2nd colour sets have been received for testing
and renewal of Approval. Methods for increasing the challenge
provided by hoops are being examined: improvement of anchorage,
less slippery surface coating, and grinding 45 deg flats on uprights.
Initial results this season are expected to be followed up by
systematic comparisons early next year.

International — heavily involved with the MacRobertson
Shield event mentioned at the start of this report and about which
there will be more later. They continue to work with the WCF on
current issues.

Laws — Association Croquet continued to trial super
advanced rules. Golf Croquet has successfully liaised with the
WCF about establishing a formal procedure for the issue of Official
Rulings.

Marketing — Publicity surrounding the MacRobertson
Shield. The clubs succeeded in getting local publicity, but despite
feeding them the information the response of the national press
was very disappointing. This year for the first time we advertised
for an agent to help find sponsorship money, and are now working
with someone on a commission only basis. So far the results have
been disappointing. David Collins is stepping down as corporate
events manager, running the corporate events primarily at
Hurlingham, and we are currently looking for a replacement for
him. The rebate scheme continued for this year.

Publishing — continued to work closely with the Gazette
Editor, Webmaster and Office Manager to ensure prompt
communication of news. Owing to a very busy summer (including
extra reporting associated with the MacRobertson Shield) some
other targets have been delayed; the main one being restructuring
the website.

Tournaments — both committees provided a calendar of
events with choices for all members. The Golf Croquet tournament
schedule continues to grow with a new inter-club event for the
Murphy Shield this year and the chairman believes the number of
entries is generally holding up. A strong group of young players
is also emerging, winning six of the major thirteen tournaments
between them.

My own role has been to represent you whenever asked. |
accepted invitations to attend Hurlingham’s AGM and annual
luncheon, Letchworth’s annual dinner, to attend the Wimbledon
lawn tennis championship and later attend a civic reception at
Nottingham during the MacRobertson Shield test match. In
addition | have very often been asked to present prizes at
tournaments where | have entered — easy when not a winner oneself!

Last year I referred to my twin aims of supporting our juniors
and ensuring our history is collected. The bursary scheme for

Juniors was expanded this year and a mentoring system introduced.

So far 3 juniors have applied for information. 1 have conveyed the
thanks of the CA to Tremaine Arkley who this year has sent over
some early books, prints and pictures that supplement our library
and archive collection and are part of the Solomon Collection he
offered when John Solomon stood down as President. Chris
Williams is our Archivist and assumes this role in addition to his
interest in the ranking of players which he updates speedily when
given results of tournaments.

My own croquet improved only temporarily this year, but |
have taken great delight in visiting many clubs around the country
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and I have managed to visit 6 of the 9 federations. Tn addition to
the clubs mentioned earlier I played at Heaton Park, Southport &
Birkdale, Kenilworth, Peterborough, Woodhall Spa, Nottingham,
Hunstanton, Wrest Park, Soham, Colchester and Budleigh
Salterton. I also visited Bury to see their newly laid lawns,
Worcester Norton, Surbiton and Cheltenham. This represents
about 10% of the 180 clubs currently members of the CA, but I
hope shows goodwill. Last year Bernard wondered about the
mileage I did — last year it was over 5000 miles and was a similar
number again this year.

I started this report with the success of our MacRobertson
Shield team, but to end I must thank the team of Council members
and CA staff who have supported me in my role as your chairman.
Quiller Barrett has been a sounding board when asked and was
instrumental in ensuring that all prestigious events had a
representative in the form of President, Past Presidents, Vice-
Presidents, Chairman or Vice-Chairman. Roger Bray has been the
voice of sound advice and considered comment, whilst lan Vincent
has been ready to guide me whenever I have sought his counsel.
In the office Liz Larsson has been efficient and effective and 1
have enjoyed our frequent phone chats about all matters that
affect the croquet fraternity. She has found a good assistant in Liz
Parsons for the CA shop and 1 must commend the loyal
contribution offered by Liz Budworth in the office. We bid farewell
to David Openshaw and Tan Parkinson who are not seeking re-
election, and thank them for their contribution to Council, along
with lan Vincent who is also not seeking re-election but still offers
his service as Honorary Secretary. In their places we welcome
Peter Death, Martin French and lan Lines. All Council members
have a part to play to achieve the smooth running of events that
we have come to expect and [ know this will continue. My thanks
to each and every one of you and best wishes to the incoming
Chairman. I know he can count on your continued support.”

The President thanked her for her report, which was received
with acclamation. She had a previously unsurpassed record for
visiting clubs and had progressed her specific targets of Juniors
and the Archives. He summed her up as being both diligent and
charming,

4. Accounts for the Year to December 2009 and
Treasurer’s Report

4.1 The Treasurer, Roger Bray, presented the Accounts for
the Year to 31* December 2009 and gave a brief report.

4.2 He noted that the surplus after tax of £13,000 was much
better than expected due to increases in income from club
subscriptions, sales and CA tournaments, and to savings in
expenditure. The rise in club subscriptions was largely attributable
to the influx of new clubs, but this was offset by the cost of
benefits that they received. Surprisingly, turnover of sales had
increased in the depressed economic conditions, but profit
margins had fallen. The largest factor underlying the favourable
outcome for the year was the centralisation of services at the
CA’s headquarters in Cheltenham. leading to significant savings
affecting several headings in the accounts. This restructuring
had necessitated a capital outlay of £51,000 to build an extension
to the CA Office: this was completed well within budget: half the
cost had been met from the Benefactors Fund and the surplus of
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income over expenditure for the year would cover a sizeable portion
of'the remainder.

4.3 This year, club subscriptions had again exceeded
expectations due both to new clubs and increasing overall
membership of existing clubs. So far sales had been disappointing
and profits from this source were likely to fall by a considerable
amount. The cost of hosting the MacRobertson Shield was much
less than anticipated. Otherwise the financial performance so far
was quite patchy with a mixture of gains and losses.

4.4 Next year, individual and club subscription rates would
be increased by around the rate of inflation since they were last
raised in 2009. This was a difficult decision for Council, but it had
to take account of the increased cost this year of raising the court
hire rate (paid to clubs for hosting CA events), and of the loss of
income next year from lowering the levy rate. The levy system,
whereby clubs pay the CA a percentage of entry fees to club
tournaments advertised in the Fixtures Book, helped to pay not
only for the Fixtures Book but also the cost of maintaining the
infrastructure for tournament play. It has the advantage that the
tournament players, the ones who benefit most from that
infrastructure, pay the levy, and the more they play. the more they
pay. But clubs quite understandably view it primarily as lost
revenue and it has long been contentious. Council intends to
review the levy system further, but the Treasurer warned that the
loss of income to the CA from any further reduction in the levy
rate would have to be compensated, in all probability, by increases
in subseription rates. .

4.5 In response to an invitation to members to comment on
this issue, Janet Lewis (Watford) suggested that non-members of
the CA who wanted to play in only one or two tournaments each
year should be able to do so by paying a higher entry fee than
members. Peter Death (Nottingham) recalled that such a system,
called Tribute, had been in place when he started playing.

4.6 The Treasurer concluded by paying tribute to the many
volunteers who worked selflessly for the CA with great enthusiasm
and commitment. Without their input the accounts would look
very different, and indeed rather bleak.

4.7 The accounts were adopted on the proposal of Bill
Arliss, seconded by Pat Kennett.

5. Election of Hon. Secretary.
There being no other nominations, Dr Tan Vincent was re-
clected as Hon. Secretary by acclamation.

6. Election of Hon. Treasurer.
There being no other nominations, Dr Roger Bray was re-
elected as Hon. Treasurer by acclamation,

7. Election of Reporting Accountant.

The Treasurer expressed his appreciation of the work of
Marian Hemsted during the previous year, in particular her
attention to detail. Marian Hemsted was re-elected by acclamation,
on the proposal of Jeff Dawson, seconded by David Wedmore,

8. Amendments to the Constitution.
The amendments to the Constitution of the Association
published in the August Gazette were approved as follows:

Section A (Changes to the Election of Members of Council):
Individuals 71 for, 0 against; Clubs 17 for, 0 against.

Section B (Changes to provide for Contested Elections of
Officers): Individuals 68 for, 0 against; Clubs 15 for, | against.

Section C (Changes to allow non-“Currently Elected”
members of Council to chair committees): Individuals 59 for, 4
against; Clubs 17 for, 0 against.

Section D (Changes to add a Borrowing Power): Individuals
64 for, 1 against; Clubs 16 for, 0 against.

9. Election of Council Members

There being no other nominations, the following were
declared clected to Council: Peter Death, Martin French, Tan Lines
and Alan Pidcock.

10. Benefactors’ Book.
The names in the Benefactors® Book were read.

11. Presentations of Trophies for the Most Improved
Players.

11.1 The Apps Memorial Bowl was awarded to James Field
of the Bath Club.

11.2 The Steel Memorial Bowl was awarded to Gabrielle
Higgins of the Hurlingham Club.

11.3 The Spiers Cup, a new award for the most improved
Golf Croquet Player, was presented to Howard Cheyne of the
Surbiton Club, who thanked the club and his mentors..

12. Presentation of Coach of the Year Award
David G. A. Nicholson of the East Dorset Croquet and Lawn
Tennis Club was presented with the Coach of the Year Award.

14. Presentation of Council Medals
Dr. Tan Plummer and Professor Bernard Neal were presented
with Council Medals for services to croquet.

16. Presentations of Croquet Association Diplomas

CA Diplomas, for services to clubs and federations, were
awarded to:

Shirley Buckley (Weston Super Mare), Owen Bryce
(Northampton), John Cotes (Durham), John Cundell ( Leighton-
Linslade), Arthur Davis (Ashby), Ken Dawes (Canterbury), Craig
Edwards (Cheltenham), Brian and Barbara Kitching (Sussex
County), Carol and Brian Lewis (Southport & Birkdale), Janet Lewis
(Watford (Cassiobury)), Georgina Llewellyn (Llanfairfechan),
Roger Loram (Canterbury), lan McDiarmid (Woking), Len Nash
(Crawley), Sarah Rankin (Sussex County), John Saxby (Bowdon),
Alison Thursfield (Cheltenham), Brenda Vinton (Canterbury),
Derek Watts (Tyneside) and Christopher Williams (Dyffryn).

17. Any Other Business
None.
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18. President’s Closing Remarks.

Quiller Barrett recounted some incidents during his first
year as President and spoke of the effort put in by members of the
clubs he had visited. He found croquet players to be special
people, one aspect of this being that they trust each other to be
their own referees, even at the highest level. He congratulated
Wales and Scotland on winning their respective tiers of the World
Team Championship and Great Britain on winning the
MacRobertson Shield for the 7" successive time.

He then invited Keith Aiton, the captain of the GB team, to
speak. Keith said how important the Shield was to him and that
the whole team had contributed to the victory. He then thanked
the host clubs and their members for having staged the event so
well.

Quiller concluded by observing that we now needed to look
ahead to future competitions and that he was pleased to sce Edward
Patel, the two year old grandson of George Noble, practising his
peeling during the inter-club final!

There being no further business the AGM closed at 12.20.

Award & Citation details presented at the AGM

Coach of the Year 2009: David G A Nicholson

David Nicholson is a member of the East Dorset Lawn Tennis
& Croquet Club and has devoted an enormous amount of time
and effort to coaching beginners and improvers with great
enthusiasm for many years. In addition to this he organises a
coaching clinic for rapidly improving players. He became a Grade
1 Coach in 2005 and a Grade 2 Coach in 2009.

Any time that David is at the club, just about every day, he
is always looking for the opportunity to help players improve
their game and offer help and advice. David has always been a
keen sportsman, representing the Royal Marines and the Royal
Navy at rugby, hockey, boxing, sailing, swimming and diving.
After his military career he served in the Dorset and London Fire
Brigades and of course played all Brigade sports.

In 1995 David was involved in a very serious road accident
which resulted in brain damage and severe injuries to his legs.
The brain damage dramatically affected both his long and short
term memory. Unable to work, he returned to his wife’s family
home in Poole. David slowly regained the use of his legs and
started taking very short walks. It was during one of his walks
that he came across the croquet club and returned time and again
to rest and watch games being played. As David’s home was in
view from the club, he was able to find his way back otherwise his
memory loss would have caused him to get lost.

David became fascinated by croquet and started playing in
1998 using an adapted walking stick in one hand and a croquet
mallet in the other. His progress was remarkable and in 2003 he
completed his first triple peel. In 2008 he won the Club Open
Championship beating the holder who had been Club Champion
for the previous eleven years.

Every morning David has to read and then re-read the Laws
of Association Croquet to combat his memory loss, this then
allows him to continue with his daily passion for coaching,



























